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PREFACE. 



On the 14th of August, 1816, the Hon. Charles Leonard Irby and 
James Mangles, Commanders in the Royal Navy, left England, with 
the intention of making a tour on the Continent. This journey they 
were led to extend far beyond the original design. Curiosity at first, 
and an increasing admiration of antiquities as they advanced, carried 
them at length through seyeral parts of the Levant, which have been 
little visited by modem travellers, and gave them more than four years 
of continued employment. 

Soon after their return to England, in the end of the year 1820, they 
were induced to transcribe a selection of the letters which they had 
addressed during their absence to their families in England, as the most 
convenient mode of satisfying the inquiries of numerous friends. 

A limited Edition, for private circulation only, was in consequence 
printed : this was so well received, and the copies were in such request, 
that Mr. Murray has been solicited, as a small mark of the friendship 
and esteem of the writers, kindly to accept the copyright, and further 
to oblige them by giving the book publicity in the more popular form 
of his Colonial and Home Library. 

March, 1844. 
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TOWARDS the end of May, 1817, 
we joined company at Phike with 
Messrs. Beecheyand Belzoni, who were 
about to proceed up the Nile. The prin- 
cipal object of this expedition, which 
was undertaken at the desire of Mr. 
Salt, was to endeaTour to open the great 
temple at Abou-Simbel ^ which Mr. Bel- 
zoni, who was that gentleman's agent, 
Iiad attempted the preceding year. 
The whole face of the temple, as high 
as the heads of the statues which are 
in front of it, was buried in the sand 
which had been blown from the desert 
This sand, in the course of time, had 
accumulated to such a deeree, as not 
only to fill up the whole of the yalley, 
but also to form a mountain, sloping 
from the front of the temple for 200 
or 300 yards towards the banks of 
the Nile. From all external appear- 
ance it is probable this temple, which 
is hewn out of the solid rock, had 
been shut for very many centuries, 
perhaps for more than 2000 years; 



and in that case, if it had not suffered 
too much in the general pillage and 
destruction which all the sacred edi- 
fices underwent at the conquest of 
Egypt, by Cambyses and other subse- 
quent princes, it was hoped that some- 
Uiing interesting to the antiquary 
might be discovered. 

We considered it a fortunate cir- 
cumstance for us to have an opportu- 
nity of joining in so interesting an 
undertaking. It is advisable that tra- 
vellers should be both numerous and 
well anned in Nubia : our party was 
now a tolerably strong one, as includ- 
ing Mr. Beechey's Greek servant, an 
Arab cook, and a janissary^ it con- 
sisted of seven persons. We could only 
add one solitfl3:y musket to a pretty 
good stock of arms of every descrip- 
tion which Mr. Beechey had with him. 
We hired a boat at a village situated 
on a point amidst a cluster of date- 
trees which, bounds the view of the 
river from Philae to the southward. 
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The crew consisted of five meu, includ- 
ing the reis or captain, and three 
boys : three of the men and the reis 
were brothers, and the fifth was their 
brother-in-law. This latter was dressed 
in a blue shirt, from which circum- 
stance we nick-named him the ** blue 
devil ; " his real name was Hassan ; 
he will be by and by a conspicuous 
character in this narrative. The boys 
were sons of some one or other of the 
crew, and the boat they said belonged 
to the father of them all^ an old man 
who wore a green turban, as a de- 
scendant of the Prophet. 

In the afternoon of the 16th of June, 
we started with a fine fair wind, having 
first settled a quarrel between two of 
our crew, in which one of them was 
cut through the calf of the leg, to the 
bone. Our agreement with the reis 
was for 160 piastres per month, 4/. 
sterling ; and at the end of the voyage, 
if they behaved well, a backsheeish or 
present was promised, a stipulation 
which always forms part of similar 
bargains in this country. It was 
•expressly understood that the crew 
^hould find their own provisions. As 
we advanced upwards, the sand hills 
filling up the cavities between the 
black granite rocks presented a most 
remarkable appearance ; the surface 
in many places was quite fine and 
smooth, reminding one, with the excep- 
tion of the difference of colour, of 
some of the scenery in Switzerland, 
where the snow before it cracks, and 
after it has been drifted fine, presents 
just such an appearance. The moun- 
tains here close in upon the river, and 
"we looked in vain for that rich plain 
which, in Egypt, is every where to be 
seen on the' banks of the Nile. On the 
heights, as we proceeded, we saw seve- 
ral Saracenic buildings placed in most 
picturesque situations ; they tend very 
much to set off this wild species of 
scenery ; we observed also, throughout 
Nubia, numerous piles of stones placed 
on the most elevated and conspicuous 
parts of the mountains, to indicate the 
vicinity of the Nile to the caravans 
from the interior of Africa. 

Half a day's sail from Philee brought 
oa to ^e end of the granite rocks, 



which DOW gave place to those of cal- 
careous stone, though on the river 
side, in most instances, their exterior 
still retains a black colour and a polish. 
The vein of red granite, which begins 
below Assuan, and extends beyond 
PhilsB, is supposed to continue in an 
easterly direction till it reaches the 
shores of the Red Sea, keeping, nearly 
throughout, the same breadth; the 
observations which we made on our 
trips into the desert from Assuan 
tended to confirm this opinion. 

On the afternoon of the 17th, we 
came to a place where the mountains 
close in upon the river in a very abrupt 
manner, leaving no level land on the 
banks ; the hills at the same time pre- 
sented some very grand scenery. This 
by some travellers is termed the boun- 
dary between Egypt and Nubia, though 
I should be inclined to agree with the 
French, that the first cataract is a 
more natural limit to the two coun- 
tries ; as, immediately above Assuan, 
you perceive not only a country quite 
different from that below, but even 
natives of a character and colour in 
no way resembling the Egyptians, dif- 
ferently clothed, and speiikiug another 
language. 

This evening we arrived at Kalap. 
sche, and as we had to wait some time 
while our janissary was buying provi- 
sions, we went up to inspect the temple, 
though we had agreed not to visit the 
antiquities until we returned from the 
second cataract. The ruins of this 
edifice are large and magnificent, but 
it has never been finished : it consists 
of a large peristyle hall, (most of the 
columns of which have fallen, and^ 
many are unfinbhed,) two chambers, 
and a sanctuary. The exterior walls 
are smooth, the sculpture not having 
even been commenced, and in the inte- 
rior it is not finished, there being in 
no instance either stucco or painting. 
There has been first a quay on the 
river's side, and then a flight of steps 
as an approach to the temple. The 
outer hall had several Greek inscrip- 
tions in it, some of them in tolerable 
perfection. 

In the evening, before we stopped, 
we passed two crocodiles ; they were 
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on a sboal in the middle of the Nile, 
and retired before we got near them : 
they were the first we had seen since 
we left Pbilee ; Indeed they are never 
met with near that island. On the 
19th a foul wind obliged us to stop, 
when an old man came to beg medi- 
-cine, thinking we were hackim, or 
f>hysicians, a strange notion which all 
l)arbarons nations have respecting 
Europeans : we gave him some advice, 
ihongh we declined any pretensions to 
the titlQ he had given us. Bruce, in 
making himsdf acquainted with the 
rudiments of physic, showed how well 
he judged of the: proper mode of tra- 
velling in these countries; and his 
narrative proves how much he bene- 
£ted by this knowledge. Our denial 
of all knowledge of physic met with 
JUttle belief among the natives; and to 
induce us to give them aasistanoe, they 
offered us two fowls for. any aid we 
would render to their patients. On 
the 20th we saw a camel swimming 
4iero6s the river ; one man swam before 
with a halter in his mouth, leading the 
animal, another followed behind. 

June 21. — We this day observed, 
unmediately opposite Duckie, two lads 
crossing the river which is here toler- 
ably wide, and pushing and towing a 
laden reed raft. 

On the twenty-second observed the 
purple acacia ; it bears some resem- 
blance to a shrub, and is evidently a 
^warf species of the mimosa ; never 
attaining a height beyond a foot or 
fifteen inehes ; excepting in colour, 
the flower is like the yellow acacia. 
On the tiyenty-third our crew killed a 
snake that was basking on the river 
fiide ; it was gray» with two black 
marks below its heaud. It was curious 
to see the precautions they used before 
^ey would surprise this reptile, which 
Hhev represented as poisonous, though 
I did not believe it was so. We had 
Haa morning a regular wild-goose 
4sha8e after an old one and four young 
ones ; the crew jumped overboard and 
•caught them all, though with some 
4ifficulty. I mention mis merely to 
give some idea how expert these peo- 
ple are in the water ; they may almost 
be said to be amphibious. 



June 24. — This morning we were 
opposite Koroskoff; we purchased a 
sheep for nine piastres,, but were 
obliged to send the money before they 
would even show the animal ; we re- 
monstrated much against this curious 
method of making a bargain, but no- 
thing would induce them to change 
their plan. We this day saw the call- 
bash growing wild on creepers up the 
acacia-trees on the river side. Our 
crew got three very good ones. The 
boys also found a sort of wild currant 
growing close to the water side ; we 
tasted some, and thought them not 
unlike the bleaberry, though not 
shaped like them, being round ; in size 
and colour they are alike. 

Our custom was always to bathe 
morning and evening, frequently oft- 
ener. This evening, while at this re- 
creation, Mr. Belzoni was bitten in the 
foot, which caused him to cry out 
somewhat loudly for assistance. 'Next 
morning he was bitten again, in the 
same place ; this last bite fetched 
blood, taking a piece out of the toe. 
Mr. Belzoni plainly felt something 
twistiog round his leg ; we all agree 
in thinking it must have been a water 
lizard. The other day a man hailed 
us and asked *' if we would buy a spy- 
glass ;*' he said he was a native of 
Senaar. We thought it must be the 
property of some European who had 
been robbed, and therefore told him 
we would see it first, upon which he 
came into the boat, that we might 
carry him to the village where it was 
(about four hours' sail above) ; how- 
ever, on arriving there he walked off, 
and we never heard again either of 
him or his glass — ^the fact is, he wanted 
a passage, and we gave him credit for 
so cunning a method of getting one. 

June 25. — We this day arrived near 
Koroskoff, at the place where the river 
reaches the southernmost point, before 
the beginning of the second cataract ; 
for the river here turns due norths 
and continues in that direction between 
ten and fifteen miles ; after which it 
becomes S. W. and then west to the 
second cataract. The Nile here as- 
sumes a picturesque appearance, hav- 
ing several islands and rocks in the 
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centre of it. In the evening our janis- 
sary shot a wild-goose ; its plumage 
was beautiful, and its taste exceedingly 
good, though we had not the means of 
cooking it in a very savoury manner. 

June 26. — Observed the Nile to have 
fallen about 1^ foot. It is now twenty- 
two days since it began to rise. It is 
already above the cataract of Syene 
(Assuan). 

June 27. — We this day saw two 
crocodiles ; our men requested us to 
fire some muskets to frighten them 
away, but were not afraid of towing 
the bark in the water close to the bank 
where we observed them. I think, 
from what we have noticed of these 
animals, that it is very seldom, if ever, 
they attack people. This morning a 
man on horseback came down to the 
river side, and said he was sent by 
Halleel Cashief with salam alicams 
(compliments) : he, however, seemed 
chiefly intent upon getting something 
for himself ; and, in a moment, enu- 
merated several articles which he 
requested us to give him; such as 
coffee, snuff, gunpowder, salt» &c. ; we 
told him we had none to spare, as we 
reserve those articles for Hassan Ca- 
shief, the chief person in this country, 
and whose favour it is necessary to 
gain by presents, in order to get per- 
mission to open the temple at Abou- 
Simbel. That chief has pledged his 
word to Mr. Belzoni, that none but 
the English should be allowed to work 
there, on condition that he, Hassan, is 
to have half the gold that was found 
in it : for these people have no idea 
that our researches for antiquities in 
this country have any other object 
than to get treasure ; and they laugh 
when we tell them we are looking for 
stone statiies,ai'nd slabs with inscrip- 
tions on them. They cannot conceive 
what motive can induce us to come 
such a distance, and expend three or 
four thousand piastres to clear away 
an accumulated mass of sand, for no 
other purpose than to find some gra- 
nite figures. 

We now observed the water to be 
exceedingly muddy, and of a reddish 
yellow colour. We stopped a short 
time at Offidena with a view of pur- 



chasing a statue ; but after much 
prevarication, we could not even get 
a look at it. The natives of this place 
are both handsome and well made, a 
circumstance very rare in Nubia; 
their complexion, however, was un- 
usually dark. In the evening we ar- 
rived at Derry, and sent word to 
Daoud and Halleel Cashief, the two 
sons of Hassan, (who, most unfortu- 
nately for us, was at Dongola, and by 
whose absence we lost the friendship 
and assistance of the only honest man 
in the country,) that we were going up 
to open the temple at Abou-Simbel,and 
would thank them to send orders for 
us to be permitted to work ; adding, 
at the same time, that we would watt 
on them and pay our respects on our 
return. While waiting there we had 
a specimen of Nubian dancing ; about 
twelve lads assisted ; the music con- 
sisted only in clapping the hands, in 
the doing of which they kept very good 
time. I cannot say much for the 
elegance or gracefulness of the danoe^ 
as it was nothing more than lifting 
up the right foot and stamping it down 
again, then rising up on the left foot 
by the spring of the instep, and after- 
wards letting the feet rest on the flat 
sole. This was done for a backsheeish 
which we gave them. We also gave 
the reis and crew a backsheeish of ten 
piastres, but they said it was not 
enough, so we added another five. At 
nigh^ when we stopped, the reis came 
to us to say that we were two parties, 
and therefore should by rights pay 
double the money we had agreed to 
give for the boat. They also com- 
plained that we had not given sufficient 
to the crew to eat ; that Jacques (an 
agent of Mr. Drovetti, a Frenchman 
living in this country, and who hired 
the boat not long before us,) always 
gave them one-third of his coffee, meat, 
bread, and every think that he had ; 
in shorty they imagined that up here 
we were at their mercy. Now, as we 
had regularly fed them, and given 
them coffee without stint every day, wo 
thought it time to come to an under^ 
standing, and therefore told them that 
the boat was at our disposal, and that 
it was no affair of theirs if we had two 
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or jive different parties ; and with re- 
gard to food, that as Ihey were not 
contented with what we had given 
them spontaneously, they should have 
nothing. We have no douht but our 
janissary and the Greek servant put 
them up to this request, as the soldier 
took a poor cowardly part, and urged 
that as we were in a savage country, 
we had better temporize with them 
till we were on our return, thus show- 
ing of how little use these fellows are 
to protect travellers. 

June 28. — Passed Ibrim, situated 
on a rude but picturesque hill of a 
conical shape, and of barren calca- 
reous stone. There is not nonr a single 
inhabitant to be seen, and it presents 
a sad picture of ruin and desolation. 
Mr. Legh, in his recent publication, 
(a few extracts from which we have 
seen in the Quarterly Review for 
February last) says «*this town was 
destroyed by the Mamelukes.'* It was 
the extent or limit of his voyage 
in Nubia. He travelled in 1813. 
Mr. Bankes, it appears, was the first 
Englishman who ever succeeded in 
g^ing the second cataract : he tra- 
velled in 1815. I fancy he took much 
about the same tour in Syria that we 
mean to take, though we have not as 
yet seen his journey traced out. In 
1816, Mr. Drovetti, the ci-devant 
French consul in Egypt, succeeded in 
reaching the second cataract, together 
with his two agents, Rifaud and Cail- 
liaud ; these travellers, together with 
Sheikh Ibrahim (a real friend of ours) 
and Mr. Belzoni, are the only persons 
that have reached thus far. Mr. Bel- 
zoni had his wife with him in man's 
clothes. Poor Norden, who travelled 
eighty years ago, could only reach 
Derry. His Nubian trip is interesting, 
though not very instructive. Denon 
went no higher than Philse ; and 
Pocock only reached that isle. On the 
tops of the hills near Ibrim, we re- 
marked many conical hillocks, as 
marks to direct the Dongola caravans. 
This evening we saw a crocodile sleep- 
ing on the sand a considerable way up. 
We were within twenty yards of him, 
but as none of our muskets were 
loaded with ball we did not fire ; we^ 



however, made a noise to awaken him, 
when he rushed into the water with 
his mouth open, looking very savage. 
He was about fifteen feet long. 

June 29. — We arrived at Abou- 
Simbel, and unfortunately found that 
Hassan Cashief was absent ; we sent 
again to Derry, to Daoud and Hal- 
leel, for leave to begin to open the 
temple when we returned from the 
second cataract. The banks of the. 
river between Ibrim and Abou-Simbel 
are beautifully spread over with the 
yellow and purple acacia, forming 
thick hedges, which have a very pleas- 
ing effect ; a species of the tamarisk 
is also common here. This is the 
plant that produces the gum arable^ 
which is brought in great quantities 
from the interior of Africa in the vici- 
nity of Darfur. The seeds of the aca- 
cia form also a lucrative branch of 
trade, being sent in the first instance 
to Cairo, and then shipped for Europe, 
where they are used for tanning. The 
water is now become exceedingly thick, 
it is not,however, unpleasant to the taste. 
June 30. — While we were at Abou- 
Simbel, the Dongola caravan passed ; 
it was preceded by about fifty camels, 
carrying provisions, &c. The conduc- 
tors were armed with swords, daggers, 
and spears. They wore sand^ to 
preserve the soles of their feet from 
the burning sand, which we now feel 
most sensibly, being obliged to stop 
every now and then to pour it out of 
our shoes. These sandals are much 
like those worn by the ancient Egyp- 
tians, and which are often found on 
the feet of the mummies. 

The range of the Mockatem moun- 
tains terminate nearly opposite Abou- 
Simbel in a remarkable manner, in a 
considerable number of* pyramidal 
hills rising up from the sand, and 
having the appearance of a gigantic 
camp ; some of the hills are oblong, 
and in the form of marquees : others 
are so perfectly pyramidal, that it is 
difficult to divest one's-self of the idea 
that they are the work of men's hands. 
July 1. — Stopped opposite the vil" 
lage of Farras. We here examined 
the site of a large Nubian city, and 
amongst the modem stone buildings 
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of tbe Arabs found several remnants 
of temples, witii hieroglyphics. In one 
■wtji a beautiful cornice and a frieze, 
with the winged globe highly finished. 
The natires showed us some Greek 
and Roman ornaments, such as the 
spread eagle, ornamental cross, &c. 
iHear the village are some fragments 
of a lemple, consisting of several 
broken pieces of red granite pillars, 
also some small ones of beautiful white 
marble. From the appearance of these 
ruins, the fineness of the situation, and 
the rich plain of cultivated land near 
it, I think this must once have been a 
populous and flourishing city, in the 
time of the Greeks and Romans, as 
well as the Egyptians. Close to the 
ruins there is a natural rock standing 
by itself, with a doorway leading to a 
very small recess or chamber, in which 
are two Egyptian figures, in intaglio, 
on the wall : one is a man, the other 
a woman with the lotus flower in her 
hand. There is a double row of hiero- 
glyphics near the inner figure, and a 
niche at the further end of the cham- 
ber about four feet square. 

We bathed this morning opposite a 
Tillage, and on a sand-bank in front of 
lis, at not more than a musket-shot 
distant, we observed two crocodiles 
(timsah in Arabic). As soon as we 
went into the water they both walked 
into the river, to all appearance from 
fear, for they are certainly both shy 
and timid, and, I suspect, will only 
attack a single person ; nor then, 
unless they can surprise him in tbe 
water, and off his guard. We saw no 
more of these two, but, at noon, we 
saw another swlnmiing with his nose 
just out of the water. We also 
observed a pretty large water-lizard, 
and a small black water-snake. To-day 
the sand-hills have assumed a fine 
green appearance, being covered here 
and there . with tamarisk. This ver- 
dure, contrasted with the dark yellow 
sand, forms a pleasing ' diversity of 
colour. In the evening, while towing 
the boat, our sailors found a torpedo 
on the- very brink of the river, appa- 
rently asleep. It was curious to 
observe their caution and timidity in 
approaching it; they, however, suc- 



ceeded in sticking one of their daggers 
in his head, and by that means hauled 
it on shore. Our Egyptian crew had 
done the same near Beni Hassan. We 
got it on board, and, though nearly 
dead, it sensibly affected my arm in 
laying hold of it. I felt a double shock 
up the arm near the elbow. It \^ as 
about two feet long ; had very srnaU 
eyes. The belly and top of the back 
white ; one dorsal fin, and the sides^ 
were coloured dark brown with black 
spots ; it had no scales. Our sailors 
in Egypt ate the one they caught, but 
the present crew would not touch fhis^ 
even when dead, and consequently 
harmless, much less eat it. They all 
told us we avoided the shock by utter- 
ing a charm, or using some magic 
influence. This day one of the boys 
of our crew brought on board a came- 
lion. He caught it in an acacia 
(called in Nubia the soont) tree, whicb 
they affect more than the date, or any 
other tree in this country. On coming^ 
on board, it hissed and shewed symp- 
toms of anger, evincing at the same 
time a great desire to make its escape. 
It was then of a dirty green colour, 
with dark spots, and whenever it was 
approached it turned to a dusky brown ^ 
inflating itself at the same time. I 
conclude that one hue is the effect of 
fear, and the other of indifference. We^ 
had subsequently eight of these ani. 
mals on board ; some of them became 
so tame, that when the flies annoyed 
us we had only to take one of the 
camclions in our hand, and place it 
near the ffies, and it would catch them 
with its long tongue in great numbers. 

Julp 1 . — In the evening we arrived 
at Farras, when two natives, with the 
men servants of Hassan Cashief, came 
to us, and we made a bargain with 
them to procure asses and camels to 
go above the second cataract. One or 
these remained in the boat, and the 
other promised to meet us at Elpha 
on the morrow with the animals. 
Elpha is opposite the second cataract^ 
and is the last habitable place to which 
the Nubian boats ascend. 

July 2. — Arrived at the second ca- 
taract, and perceiving we should have 
a long distance to walk to the elevated 
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point from whence the finest view of it is 
obtained, we requested the reis to take 
us higher up the river, in order to 
shorten the walk, but all the boatmen 
persisted that it was impracticable for 
the bo*at to go higher on account of the 
rocks; they offered, however, to take us 
if we would first go over to Elpha, on 
the opposite side of the river, and land 
all our effects, and then return again. 
We required the reason of this odd pro- 
position, when they said that they were 
apprehensive of thieves on that side of 
the river. We did not however like the 
scheme, and therefore refused to do so, 
urging them to advance higher up, as 
we plainly perceived we might go a 
good league farther without the least 
risk, but nothing would induce them 
to consent. In the mean time another 
boat arrived, and we perceived that our 
reis and his sailors were in league with 
the men of the other boat, to force us 
to take their bark \ but we determined 
to walk rather than submit to this im- 
position, as the new comers wanted a 
high price^ and accordingly we set out. 
The sand was deep and the sun very 
hot, so that we soon found that walking 
in the desert is no joke : our trip oc- 
cupied us about two hours, from one 
o'cfock to three, the hottest part of the 
day. On the road we found innumer- 
able tracts of the gazelle and other 
animals ; we saw seven of the former 
in ene group, and three in another. 
They were not so timid as we expected, 
and stopped to gaze on us with their 
ears cocked up like deer in a park : 
their colour is brown, not much unlike 
the sand, and when they are in a val- 
ley it is difficult to perceive them. We 
were not more than two musket* shots 
distant from the three we first saw. 
When running, they are wonderfully 
light and nimble, and while on the 
rocky parts bounded with great agility. 
The spot from whence we surveyed 
the cataract \ms a projecting cliff, 
about 200 feet high, with a perpen- 
dicular precipice down to the river 
side ; from this place, which is on the 
western bank, you look down on the 
cataract to great advantage ; it pre- 
sents a fine coup cTceil : the river here 
runs E. N. E. and W. S. V^. In Ame- 



rica this would be called << a rapid," 
there being no direct fall, only an im- 
mense cluster of innumerable black 
rocks, with the Nile running in all 
directions with great rapidity, and 
much noise between them ; they fill 
up the whole breadth of the river, 
which may be about two miles wide, 
and they extend as far as the eye can 
reach, altogether making a space of 
about ten miles of rapids: three below 
the rock on which we stood, and seven 
above. The scenery here is remark- 
ably wild, there being no human habi- 
tation visible, excepting a fisherman's 
hut on one of the islands, and the vil- 
lage of Elpha on the opposite side of 
the river, in the distance; some of the 
rocks have beds of yellow sand on 
liiem, and most of the islands have 
small trees and shrubs growing in the 
crevices : the verdure of these, con- ' 
trasted with the sand and black rocks, 
produces a fine effect. In front, and 
on both sides, the view is bounded by 
the desert ; to the southward are the 
tops of two high mountains rearing 
their heads above the hills, and ap- 
parently seventy or eighty miles dis- 
tant. The western bank of the river 
is richly covered with trees and shrubs, 
and it is curious to observe, imme- 
diately beyond this green margin, the 
baiTen desert, without the least vestige- 
of verdure. Having bathed and dined 
on bread and cheese, we set out on qur- 
return to the bark, our guides urging- 
us to be quick, lest we should be be- 
nighted ; they said the serpents andi^. 
other venomous reptiles always came 
down by night to drink, and they were 
apprehensive that we should tread on 
them ; they also said we should meet^ 
robbers at night : these people have a 
remarkable aveision to being in the- 
dark. I remember, when at Dendera, . 
our servant, an Arab, hurried off and 
left us behind, when he thought we 
should be late in retiming to our boat; 
and whenever our lights have gone 
out in a tomb or temple, the Arabs 
have always clapped their hands, and 
made a noise to keep their spirits up 
till the light returned. In the even- 
ing, after dark, we reached the boat. 
July 3.— In the morning at daylig;ht^ 
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vfe crossed over to Elpha, the way to 
which place leads through several in- 
tricate passages, amongst rocks and 
shoals, where the current runs with 
great ra{>idity. In one part we were 
obliged to pass close under a high bluff, 
with some ruined houses on it : it was 
not necessary to pass through this 
intricate passage, our boatmen took it 
when we were all asleep, and we only 
perceived our situation on awaking at 
Elpha. We here found that neiUier 
asses nor camels had arrived to take us 
up to the temple, the reason assigned 
for this was, that the price agreed 
on the day before, at three piastres for 
each animal was not enough, though 
the person who made the agreement 
was there. We now endeavoured to 
procure beasts of the inhabitants, but 
they haggled so much about the price 
that we could make nothing of them. 
While this was going on, our crew, 
reis and all, took their clothes, arms, 
and effects out of the boat, and walked 
off to a tackey^* about 20 yards' dis- 
tance, on the banks of the river : here 
they squatted down amongst a con- 
siderable number of natives ; we had 
not taken notice of this proceeding, as 
their clothes, &c. were all kept abaft, 
behind the end of our cabin. When 
we could not agree for the asses, &c., 
we said we did not want them, and 
would go back to Abou-Simbel ; with 
this intention we called the reis, and 
desired him to get the bark ready to 
return, but received an immediate 
answer that *< neither he nor his crew 
would come." When we sent to know 
the reason of their refusal, they re- 
plied, that we must give them more 
money for the boat before they would 
come on board : they also said that we 
had never fed them, nor had we given 
them backsl^eish, and when we re- 
minded them of what they had received 
at Derry , they said that was nothing. 
We now threatened to go off with 
the boat, and for that purpose rigged 
the oars across, but the wind being 
strong against us, we did not get under 
weigh, when the oars were ready we 

* Sftckey is the Persian wheel \t1th which 
they raise water from the river ; it is described 
«iY Burckhaidt, Norden, and other travellers. 



sent word to the crew to come, but 
they replied that they would not ; that 
we might buy the boat if we chose, but 
that they would not navigate her : at 
the same time they said that they were 
people who did not value their lives a 
pigeon, and would take ours for half a 
one. While all this was passing, we 
observed the natives assembling in 
every direction, armed with spears, 
swords, and daggers; every minute 
they were arriving from all quarters 
on asses, and always going to the ren- 
dezvous under the sackey, where our 
vile crew had it in their power to tell 
any falsehoods against us without our 
being able to confute them, as neither 
our Arab cook, the Greek servant, or 
janissary understood the Barbarin lan- 
guage. Several of the Barbarins now 
came to see what arms we had, and 
appeared to take an exact account of 
everything in the shape of a weapon ; 
for seeing affairs in this posture, we 
had prepared for the worst, and laid 
out all our arms in readiness, with 
which, fortunately, we were well pro- 
vided. After a little time a message 
came from the crew that they wanted 
money ; we sent them word that they 
must first come and do their duty; 
that as soon as the boat was off from 
this place, they should have a back- 
sheeish, but not one para till they had 
done their duty. They now sent word 
that we had absolutely starved them, 
which was no doubt what they told 
the natives ; they also informed us, 
that at this very place they had 
beaten Jacques Rifaud during his 
last voyage, and that it was done in 
the presence of the sheikh of the 
place, and all the natives ; and that 
they had made him pay fifty pias- 
tres for the stick they had broken 
over his head. At Derry they had 
talked to us about his generosity. At 
this moment several of the natives 
came down demanding backsheeish, 
backsheeish, in a threatening manner^ 
We asked Uie reason why we should 
give them money ! They replied, for 
seeing the catanict, and coming into 
their country. A loaded musket was 
now pointed at them, and they were 
asked if they wanted money by force 
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or good means ; on which they retured, 
saying la, la, la^ no, do, no, evidently 
not liking the sieht of fire-arms. We 
now told then^ uiat if we had seen the 
cataract without paying, so they had 
seen us without giving us anything as 
a recompense, though we were as novel 
a sight to them as their cataract was 
to us, and therefore we were quits. 

Some of the most impudent now 
came down, and on heing refused 
money said we should wait where we 
were till the high Nile : that we should 
neither go upward or downward, laugh- 
ing and hooting at the same time ; our 
villanous crew all this while sitting 
under the sackey, and enjoying the 
storm they had raised against us.*" To 
all tiieir threats we constantly replied, 
that we were well armed, were deter- 
mined not to he rohhed, and that 
should they come to extremities, we 
would certainly make good use of our 
fire-arms, which we took care they 
should all see were pretty numerous 
and loaded. The asses were now 
brought, and the people endeavoured 
to persuade us to go off to the temple, 
evidently in the hope of plundering the 
boat when we were gone. We saw 
through this trick, and positively re- 
fused to go. We flJso told the natives, 
that though we were few in number, 
we had the firman of the pasha, and 
that any violence ofiered to us would 
be sure to be well punished. Those 
who had brought the asses now asked 
some remuneration for their trouble, as 
we had refused to hire them. This we 
thought reasonable ; and, to draw off 
their attention, (for there were about 
forty of them), we gave eight piastres 
to be divided amonest the claimants. 
The division of this money turned 
affairs very much in our favour ; for 
they began to quarrel amongst one 
Another inmiediately. 

The crew now thinking that they 
should get nothing for themselves, sent 
a messenger, while the natives were 
disputing about the division of the eight 
piastres, to say they would come and 
prepare the boat provided they had the 
oacksheeish. We repeated our terms, 
that they should have a present when 
they did their duty. Seeing they could 



not stir up the natives to any acts of 
violence, ^ey returned to the boat, all 
armed, having their daggers fastened 
to the left arm above the elbow joint, 
the manner in which all the Nubians 
wear that weapon. As soon as the 
boat was ready, they asked for the 
money, when we gave them fifteen 
piast^. Before we were off, however, 
one of the Farras people came to be 
rewarded for endeavouring to hire the 
asses at that place, or ra^er for dis- 
appointing us. We offered him five 
piastres, which he indignantly refused ; 
but seeing he could get no one to assist 
him in forcing us to give more (for all 
these people are impudent and bullying 
for their own interest, but never for 
another's), came back and said he 
would take the five : this we now re- 
fused ; when he went off in a violent 
rage, uttering threats that we should 
hear more of him below. After thts, 
we got off from this infamous place, 
and soon found what a trap they had 
set for us ; for it was with the utmost 
difficulty that even the crew could get 
the boat through the numerous narrow 
passages, all of them being obliged to 
get out into the river, and guide her 
through amongst the rocks; and we 
were also forced to pass directly under 
the bluff before mentioned, where the 
natives, had we ourselves taken the 
boat off, would have annoyed us greatly^ 
while they would have been sheltered 
behind the ruined village. Indeed our 
crew wished us above all things to take 
the boat off, that they might represent 
us to the inhabitants as robbers, steal- 
ing their bark. However, we saw 
through all this. 

July 4. — We arrived at Abou-Sim- 
bel, and found that no message what- 
ever had been received from the 
cashiefs at Derry. This was a sad dis- 
appointment to us. Our erew, now 
dreading the presence of the chiefs, 
came to beg forgiveness ; saying that 
they had forgotten and forgiven every- 
thing, and hoped that we had. They 
said they would behave well in future 
— ** that they were poor, and always 
made a practice to get all they could 
from passengers and strangers." They 
remarked, " that dogs, when repulsed. 
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always made a practice of returning to 
get Bomething as long as there was 
anything to be had." This appears to 
be a fayonrite proverb amongst them. 

July 6.-~We visited the small temple 
opposite Abou-Simbel on the south 
Bide of the river. This temple is ex- 
cavated in the solid mountain ; the 
entrance is situated cm the side of a 
rocky precipice, which below slopes 
into the river : there are some re- 
mains of steps cut in the rock as an 
i^roach to it The principal chamber 
is 10 paces long, by 9 wide : it is sup- 
ported by four pUIars, two on each 
side of the passage. In the centre, at 
the further end of the apartment, 
there is on each side a doorway com- 
municating with side chambers, 9 paces 
by 4 each. The sanctuary at the end 
of the principal chamber is 6 paces 
by 4 ; this is the most common mode 
of construction in the Egyptian tem- 
ples. At present the intericnr of this 
temple appears daubed all over with 
dirty plaster and Greek paintings, 
mostly representing men on horse- 
back. Behind these, however, we 
easily discovered the Egyptian figures, 
hieroglyphics, &c &c., in bas-relief on 
stucco. As . most of the figures re- 
present men witii hawks' heads, we 
think this temple was dedicated to 
Osiris ; and afterwards, perhaps, con- 
verted into a church of St. George. 
The sanctyury has been once orna- 
mented, but the side apartments are 
plain. There is a small subterrane- 
ous chamber below the sanctuar}', 
apparently intended for a sepulchre. 

July 7. "-"A messenger on a drome- 
dary arrived from Daoud Cashief to 
leom ^ if we were the same English 
for whom Hassan Cashief had pro. 
mised to open the temple ;" at the 
same time he sent word, that if we 
were the same persons he would im- 
mediately come himself; but if not, 
he knew what to do. The latter part 
of the message alluded fo the French, 
who had used every effort to get 
Hassan Cashief to allow them to open 
the temple after Mr. Belzoni's first 
attempt in 1816. Mr. Belzoni, how- 
ever, had fortunately, after his first 
effort, sent Hassan and his two sons a 



turban each, and some other presents, 
in Mr. Salt's name: this he did to 
bind them to their promise, and they 
certainly deserve ei^it for keeping it. 
It ought to be mentioned, also, that 
Mr. Drovetti, in the early part of 
1816, on his way to the second cata- 
ract, before Mr. Belzoni's arrival in 
Nubia, had contracted with Hassan 
Cashief to open the temple, for 300 
piastres, and left the money ; Hassan 
promising that Mr. Drovetti should 
find it ready opened on his return 
from the falls : however, when he 
came back, his money was returned^ 
the chief candidly telling him he could 
not undertake the task for so small a 
sum. As Mr. Drovetti would not ga 
to a greater expense, the field now 
became open to any one else who 
chose to attempt the enterprise. 

July 6. — In the morning we started 
early with two of the natives in search 
of a temple which they said was in< 
the neighbouring mountains, about a. 
''pipe" distant; for it is common- 
among them to estimate a short jour- 
ney by the number of pipes they can* 
smoke during its performance. On 
our way we met two white gazelles ; 
they were very timid ; the belly and 
tail were perfectly white. After walk- 
ing about an hour, we came to the- 
mountains, where, having waited about 
two hours more, our conductors came- 
and said, they could not find the tem- 
ple, though the evening before they 
had described the size and every^ par- 
ticular of it. In the evening we had' 
a violent quarrel with the crew in 
consequence of their drawing their 
daggers on our servants. We told 
them that the first who drew his dag> 
ger should be severely punished : thia 
threat, however, had so little effect, 
that one of them who had murdered 
his own brother at PhilsB (for which 
reason he did not dare to go near the 
island, but was taken into our boat at 
a village above it), said he would be 
the first, and swore by Alia and the 
Prophet that he would have one of< 
our lives ; adding, that his method 
was not to attack people awake, but tOv 
stab them sleeping. We laughed at 
I their threats, and told them they were^ 
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more apt at talking of these matters 
than in doing them. 

July 10. — To-day the two cashiefs, 
Daoud and Halleel, arrived. They 
did not come to us, nor send any mes- 
sage to apprise us of their arrival ; but 
pitched Sieir tents, formed of a few 
date stieks, the roof covered with 
grass, on the sand-bank at the river- 
side : here they waited till we should 
make our appeanmce. We accord- 
ingly set out to visit these potentates. 
The first tent we entered was Halleel's : 
he was a tall, handsome man, about 
thirty.six years of age, 6 ft high, very 
corpulent, and had a fine expressive 
countenance, with dark eyes : his dress 
was a large, loose, white linen shirt, 
with long sleeves hanging down nearly 
2 feet, an old turban, and slippers. 
He received us courteously, and im- 
mediately conducted us to the tent of 
his elder brother Daoud, who also 
gave us a very good reception. Daoud 
Cashief is rather taller than his bro- 
ther, but not so fat. He is about^ 
forty-five years of age, and had a cer- 
tain dignity and reserve in his de- 
meanour that bespoke the chief: he 
wore a loose blue shirt. We were 
not long in bringing forward the sub- 
ject of the temple, when he imme- 
diately said he would willingly give us 
his assistance to have it opened. Pan- 
cakes of flour and butter-milk were 
now brought, on which we all feasted, 
making use of fingers instead of spoons. 
Coffee was served, or rather a substi- 
tute for that beverage, which is not 
Bnpalatable ; they call it gargadan : it 
is a small black grain, not unlike the 
EngliBh rapcHieed ; this they bum and 
pound like coffee, and it would puzzle 
those who are not connoisseurs to find 
out the ^fferenoe. 

The two chiefs dwelt much on the 
attempts which the French had made 
to induce them to consent to the tem- 
ple's being opened, appearing to take 
great merit to themselves for having 
resisted all the offers that were made 
to them. The presents were now 
brought, and given in the name of 
Mr. Salt : to Daoud a handsome gun, 
which at Cairo cost 500 piastres ; a 
turban which cost 50; and some trifles, 



such as gunpowder, soap, tobacco^ 
coffee, sugar, &c. To Halleel a turban 
and smaller articles, equal m value to 
those which his brother had received. 
We then took our leave; but had scarce 
reached our boat when we heard that 
Halleel was highly offended because 
he had not received a gun as well as 
his brother. We immediately went 
back and endeavoured to appease him,, 
explaining that we were not aware 
that he was a cashief, or we would cer-: 
tainly have brought him a gun as well 
as Daoud : indeed, the preceding year^ 
when "hlbf, Belzoni was in Nubia, the 
younger brother had net assumed the- 
title of cashief, nor was he treated as- 
such. We promised that if he would 
have patience, and confide in our word^ 
we would send him a gun exactly the 
sam3 as his brother's ; or, if he pre- 
ferred it, we would give him one, of' 
our own ; though we confessed we had 
none half so good as that was, and 
advised him to wait till we gotanother^. 
as he would lose much by accepting a 
bad one. All was, however, in vain ;. 
he would not be appeased, but sat 
sulky in the comer, saying, he had 
better guns than ours, and that ho 
knew what to do in his own countiy ; 
meaning that we should not open the 
temple. This was an unexpected blow 
to our hopes : we began to despair ;:. 
and seeing nothing would please him^ 
we retired. A message now came- 
from Daoud to invite us to partake of 
a sheep he had killed in order to re« 
gale us. Wewenttohistent. Halleel 
was not there. We noticed this, and 
expressed our concern at the displea- 
sure he had evinced. Daoud said hi» 
brother was only a boy ; that he wa»^ 
indiscreet, and did not know what he 
did, and that we need not mind him. 
We sent a message to him to say we 
would not eat unless he came and ate 
with us, but he refused. Daoud now,., 
at our request, went to bring him; 
but returned unsuccessful, saying, hd- 
was only a boy, and that he pledged 
himself we should open the temple. 
However, as Halleel was evidently of 
a mischievous disposition, and likely 
to do us injury, indirectly, if not 
directly, we judged it the best policy^ 
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to bring about a reconciliation. Mr. 
Belzoni accordingly went himself; and, 
after much difficulty, prevailed on him 
to come: he^ however, was still sulky; 
and we had scarce sat down to dinner, 
when three strangers, apparently newly 
arrived, entered the tent, kneeled and 
kissed hands^ paying their respects to 
Halleel before they saluted Daoud. 
We easily saw through this little trick, 
which was a concerted plan between 
the two brothers, to induce us to give 
Halleel more presents, from a sup- 
position that his rank was equal to his 
brother's. The men belonged to the 
suite, and were disguised for the 
purpose. 

After we had retired from dinner, 
we went to see if Halleel was still dis- 
pleased, and found him as sulky as 
ever ; our crew and Hassan having 
been with him from the first moment 
of his ill-humour, and doing all in their 
power to put him against us, for which 
Daoud had reprimanded them severely. 
Perceiving there was no pleasing him ; 
that neither presents nor promises 
were of any avail, we returned to the 
boat ; Daoud having pledged his wqrd 
that we should commence our opera- 
tions the following morning. Late in 
the evening we received a message 
from Halleel, requesting a gun, with 
some powder and shot ; we immediately 
gave him ours, which, though good for 
nothing, was, nevertheless, the best- 
k>oking one we had. This prompt 
compliance calmed his anger ; and we 
began to congratulate ourselves on the 
prospect of ultimate success. The only 
remaining difficulty now was to make 
the agreement with the workmen. The 
Farras man, who told us at Elpha 
" that we should hear of him below," 
now made his appearance, and endea- 
voured all he could to thwart our pro- 
ceedings : we, however, took him to 
the cashiefs, and explained his conduct 
to them, on which they reprimanded 
him. After much altercation, we were 
glad to agree for the men to work at 
two piastres each per day. 

July 11. — In the morning the two 
cashiefs came on board, and we pro- 
ceeded to the temple, about a quarter 
of an hour's row from the village. 



The chiefs told us we were to have 
sixty men, and we paid for that num- 
ber ; but only fifty came. We were 
obliged also to give them doura, as 
they all complained of having nothing 
to eat. However, we were so anxious 
about the temple, that we were glad 
to give them anything, provided they 
would but work. I shall proceed to 
describe the object of our research, 
and explain where it was situated, 
how formed, and the manner in which 
the mysterious door was hidden from 
our view. The temple is situated on 
the side of the Nile, between 200 and 
300 yards from its western bank ; it 
stands upon an election, and its base 
is considerably above the level of the 
liver. It is excavated in the mountain, 
and its front presents a flat surface of 
upwards of 60 feet in height, above the 
summit of the sand immediately over 
the door, but not so much as 40 on 
the north side, and a little more on 
the south ; the breadth is 117 feet. 
Above 30 feet of the height of the 
temple, from the base, is covered by 
the accumulated sand in the centre, 
and about 50 feet on either side. The 
surface fronting the river is hemmed 
in by a mountain of sand leaning 
against it ; and the door in the centre 
is buried beneath this sand, which rises 
on each side of it, increasing the labour 
and difficulty of digging in a prodigious 
degree : for no sooner is the sand in 
the centre removed, than that on either 
side pours down, so that to gain a foot 
in the centre, we had to remove the 
whole mass of sand which leaned 
against the temple ; this sand also was 
of so 'fine a description, that every 
particle of it would go through an 
hour-glass. In front of the temple are 
four sitting colossal figures cut out of 
the solid mountain, chairs and all : 
they are, however, brought out so fully, 
that the backs do not touch the wall, 
but are full eight feet from it ; and 
were it not for a narrow ridge of the 
rock which joins them to the surface, 
from the back part of the necks down- 
wards, they would be wholly detached. 
One of the statues has been broken 
off by a fracture of the mountain, from 
the waist upwards. There were on* 
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ffLuaXLy twenty-two monkeys above the 
frieze and cornice : of these there are 
not now above twelve perfect. Under 
the arm of one of the great figures, we 
discovered the remains of the stucco 
with which they were once covered, 
nnd traces of red paint are discernible 
in many places. I think it very pro- 
bable the whole front of the temple 
was once covered with stucco ; more 
especially as they have used that mate- 
rial very liberally and skilfully in the 
decoration of the interior. Of the 
cornice over the door, which was once 
perfect, there is not at present more 
than a foot in breadth remaining, just 
over the comer where we entered. 
In the progress of our labours, we 
discovered what had become of the 
rest ; and its mutilation caused us some 
very desponding evenings, as there 
was little indication of the temple being 
finished lower down than we could see. 

July 11. — On the first day, the fifty 
men that came worked very badly, 
and we found that the burthen of the 
song which they sung, by way of stimu- 
lating each other, was, <<that it was 
christian money they were working 
for — that christian money was very 
good, and that they would get as much 
of it as they could." This Nubian 
gong, though cheering to them, was not 
much so to us. In the evening we 
returned to the village of Abou-Simbel ; 
and perceiving we should never make 
any progress with people who, being 
sore of their pay whether they laboured 
well or ill, would only work five hours 
in the day, we sent to the cashie£ei, and 
concluded a bargain with them and 
the natives ^^/o open the temple" for 
300 piastres. At this time none of us 
thought it would take more than four 
days to accomplish the undertaking ; so 
little did we know of the real nature of 
our enterprise. 

Julp 12. — In the morning, the two 
cashiefs and about one hundred men 
came and worked very well, thinking 
they .ould open the temple in one day. 
The chiefs requested we would not 
interfere in directing the labourers 
where to work, as it was now their 
own affair : they had undertaken the 
tuk, and were responsible for its exe- 



cution. In the evening our boat's 
crew came and begged the intercessicm 
of the cashiefs to make their peace 
with us. They were the more anxious 
for an accommodation, as by the 
quarrel they lost the heads, skins, and 
offal of the sheep which we occasionally 
killed. We affected much reluctance, 
but ultimately forgave them ; the ca- 
shiefs bursting out into a violent rage 
against the crew, on our remarking 
that no European travellers would 
ever come into the country again, 
when they heard of the usage we had 
received. The dispute was scarcely at 
an end before our sailors asked for 
backsheeish ; this we positively refused 
till we arrived at PhilsB, and Uien only 
on condition of very good behaviour : 
all came now and kissed our hands in 
token of reconciliation. At sun-set 
we returned to the village of Abou- 
Simbel ; when the chief of the labourers 
asked for 200 out of the 300 piastres, ' 
though they had consented to be paid 
only when the temple was opened ; we 
were, however, obliged to give 150, 
but said we would give no more till 
the work was finisbed. 

July 13. — Only Halleel Cashief and 
about sixty men came ; they worked very 
ill, and expressed doubts as to there 
being any door, though they had not 
yet got more than four feet down. 
While we were endeavouring to per- 
suade them to persevere, one of the 
natives, a carpenter, with an audible 
voice, made a speech, the substance of 
which wa% ** that they would work the 
whole of that and the two successive 
days, and if in that time they found a 
door, well and good; if not, they would 
labour no longer." This declaration 
was received with tumultuous applause, 
in which we thought it good policy to 
join, as neither our approval or dis- 
pleasure would have had any weight 
with them ; and it was possible that 
our appearing to be in good humour 
with them might induce them to do 
their work more cheerfully. In the 
evening we returned to the village, 
complained to the cashiefs of the bad- 
ness of the work, and noticed the 
appronch of the ramadan, when it was 
probable we should no longer be able 
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to get workmen, and therefore our 
present efforts would be useless. Both 
the brothers now promised ua '* a host 
•of men next morning," and that they 
should begin early. While we were 
•discoursing, some Mograbins, on their 
way from Cairo to Dongola, were intro- 
•duced : we remarked Uieir melancholy 
looks, but were then ignorant of the 
•cause. Our business being at an end, we 
retired to our boat, after having feasted 
on doura cake and dripping. 

July 14. — Rose early, and sent to 
the cashiefs that we were ready ; but, 
after waiting for three hours, they sent 
word to us to go, and they would join 
'tis by land ; so busied were they in 
plundering tiie Mograbins, that we and 
our temple were not thought of. We 
accordingly went, and found only fifty 
men, who were doing little more than 
nothing ; and none of the leaders or 
attendants were present, except old 
Mouchmarr, an elderly servant of the 
«ashiefs. We asked bun the reason of 
his mast^'a absence, when he said 
^ that we must not think him a Bar- 
l>arin ; that he was an Arab, and only 
lived in l^is country by constraint; 
that both the cashiefs were robbers, 
and were at that moment pillaging the 
«aravan of Morocco ; and that the 
whole tribe oi natives were nothing 
but a gang of thieves." We could not 
help laughing at the remarks of the 
old man, which, though true enough, 
would have come better from another 
quarter, as he himself was quite as 
great a rogue as the rest. At noon 
Daoud Cashief arrived. The men still 
continuing to work without any energy, 
we remonstrated with Daoud, but only 
received promises of great doings on 
the nlorrow. We returned to the vil- 
lage in the evening, when the men 
asked for the remainder of the money ; 
this was refused, and in consequence 
there was much discontent. Halleel 
Cashief came and endeavoured to per- 
suade us to pay the money ; but we 
persisted in refusing till they should 
nave worked the third day, according 
to their own promise. We were now 
told that if we paid the money, they 
would work the next morning ; but if 
not, that not a man of them would come. 



We still refused. Halleel now asked 
for one of Mr. Salt's handsome pipes, 
which the crew had told him was in the 
boat ; having previously begged the 
janissary to give him his silk waist- 
coat, and requested of our Greek ser- 
vant his Mameluke sabre. This latter 
article belonged to Mr. Salt : it was 
very valuable ; and to save it, we had 
pretended it was the property of the 
Greek, not thinking the cashief would 
condescend to beg of our servants. He 
had also asked the soldier for his pis- 
tols, offering him a slave in return ;— 
all was however refused. 

Tttetday, July 15. — Both ..cashiefs 
came, and some of the chiefs ; one in. 
particular, a stranger, was highly 
dressed, and we were told he was a 
leading character, and had much influ- 
ence with the natives ; that nothing 
coQld be done without him. But we 
had now seen enough of the character 
of the Nubians to perceive that this 
was only a trick to induce ua to give 
the new comer some presents ; and we 
therefore affected to take no notice of 
him, determined for the future to give 
no more than we could help. In the 
morning the men worked with some 
spirit : our crew assisted them, and 
behaved well ; but towards evening the 
work went on badly. We returned to 
the village. On the way Hassan told 
us we must go back to Philse, in order 
to repair the boat, which he asserted 
to be leaky. We soon gave him to 
understand that we had no intention 
of returning till we had accomplished 
our work. Soon after dark, Hailed 
came to the boat and repeated his 
request for the pipe, but was again 
refused. 

Wednesday t July 16. — First day o£ 
the moon, ramadan or Turkish fast, 
during winch they do not eat or drink 
from sun-rise to sun-set. Early this 
morning Halleel sent us a water- 
melon, and shortly after made his 
appearance, begging the pipe again, 
which, being worth upwai^ of sixt^ 
piastres, had greatly attracted his 
notice. This thii^ attempt was evaded^ 
and he set off in a pet, without even 
taking leave, mountins his horse for 
Dorry^ where he intended passing the 
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ramadan. We now went to Daoud^s 
tent to pay him a farewell visit pre. 
vious to his depai'ture. He asked us 
what were our intentionsrespecting tiie 
temple ! We told him we were deter-^ 
mined to work ourselves, and persevere 
till we came to the door. He appeared 
much surprised at this ; and said it was 
impossible we could succeed, recom- 
mending us to return, and come again 
alter the month of ramadan — hoping 
doubtless to get more presents. To 
convince him of our resolution to pro- 
ceed, we told him that the Nile would 
as soon change its course, as we our 
determination when once it was taken. 
He now asked the sailors if we had 
solicited their assistance ; when they 
told him we had not mentioned the 
subject to them, which indeed was 
true. He then asked when we thought 
we shoidd reach the door. We told him 
that was very uncertain. He said if we 
thought we should be only three or 
four days, he would remain, but if 
more, he must be off. We answered 
that we expected it would be eight or 
ten days before our work was over ; but 
we promised, that whenever we should 
be near the door, we would give him 
notice, that he might be present, and 
get his share of the gold» He gave a 
taett sort of consent for us to proceed, 
aad we took our leave, thanking him 
for what he had done for us. Amongst 
the warlike instruments in his tent, we 
observed a shield made of a crocodile's 
skin : it was remarkably strong ; one 
of the protuberances of the animal's 
back served for the boss or centre, and 
one of those of the tail for the hollow 
of the elbow. The natives assured us 
it would resist a musk^ ball. In 
general, Nubian shields are made of the 
skin of the hippopotamus. At twelve 
o'elodc we sailed for the temple; and 
on the passage took occasion to repre- 
sent to the reis and crew, that now we 
were about to be left together, we 
hoped they would continue to behave 
well and conduct themselves peaceably, 
promising on our part every indulgence 
they could reasonably expect, provided 
wo had no fault to find widi them. 
They all promised to behave themselves 
orderly and quietly. We dined at one ; 



and at three o'clock set off to begin our 
labour, going up quietly that we might 
not wake the crew who were asleep on 
the beach ; as we wished, by an appa- 
rent indifference on our part as* to 
whether they assbted or not, to keep 
down their demands. We now stripped 
to the waist and commenced, six in 
number, including the Greek servant 
and the janissary, with a good will, 
and soon found that we made consider- 
able progress. We resolved to keep to 
our work, and regularly to persevere 
from three o'clock till dark in the 
evenings, and from the very first dawn- 
ing of the day till nine in the mornings. 
After we had worked about an hour^ 
some of the crew came up. They 
appeared astonished to see us labour- 
ing without our shirts, and expressed 
surprise at the progress we had made. 
They now began to assist, which we 
appeared to take no notice of. They 
worked well ; and at dark we left off, 
having done as much as (speaking 
within bounds) forty of the natives 
would have done in an entu*e day. Our 
hands certainly suffered a little from 
blisters : I had nine on one hand, and 
eight on the other. We were careful 
to encourage our sailors, and not to 
expect too much from them ; as their 
being prohibited from eating or even 
drinking during the day, rendered 
their case very different from ours. 
. We returned to our boat in high glee 
at the favourable appearance of affairs. 
We had scarcely supped and retu^ed to 
bed, when we heard a boat approach- 
ing. It proved to be that of Daoud 
Cashief, who was on his way to Derry : 
he had given a passage to one of our 
sailors, who had waited behind at the 
village to get bread made. He sent 
us a kid with a civil message, and a 
request that we would spare him some 
of our small coffee-cup8> which were 
rather handsome. We sent him two ; 
and at the same time requested of him 
a ludri (a skin to contain water), which 
he gave us. Lastly, a message came 
to say that he had left several of his 
servants behind him at Abou-Simbel, 
with orders to assist us with men; 
to procure us supplies and provi- 
I sions ; and, in short, to render us any 
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service we might require. We thanked 
him, and renewed our promise of 
apprising him when we should be near 
the door, that he might not think we 
intended to open the temple secretly 
during his absence ; for they all believe 
we expect to find money. Daoud now 
departed. We gave our crew two pias- 
tres each man, and one to each of the 
boys — ^there were six men and two boys 
.—and told them that if they consented 
to work at similar hours, and in the 
same manner as we did ourselves, they 
should daily receive the same sum. 
These conditions were acceded to with 
great apparent eagerness. 

Thursday f July 17. — We started 
at the dawn of day and worked hard, 
fourteen in number, till nearly nine 
o'clock, when the sun being at a con- 
siderable height, and shining directly 
on us, the heat obliged us to desist. 
We had made considerable progress ; 
and as we found that all our efforts 
were directed in the right way, we had 
reason to be well satisfied. The crew 
worked tolerably. Hassan was on the 
opposite side of the river getting bread 
made, and looking out for a sheep. 
We dined at one, and at three renewed 
our operations. One of the crew did 
not come this evening. We took no 
notice of it, rcsolying to give him only 
half a day's pay. The rest worked 
pretty well. We continued till star- 
light, and made great progress. At 
the latter part of the evening, Hassan 
returned, but brought nothing with 
him. 

July 18. — In the morning, at the 
very first dawning of day, we again 
started to our work and called the 
crew ; but, as we expected, from the 
moment Hassan arrived, they all 
refused to work, alleging tJiat the pay 
was not sufficient ; that it was now 
ramadan, and that they ought to have 
thirty piastres per day. Our janissary 
now informed us that they had spoken 
of tills aloud in the nieht in order that 
he might tell us. Seemg them in this 
humour, we told them that those who 
did not choose to work might let it 
alone. At half-past eight we left off, 
having done nearly as much work as 
if they had been with us : indeed we 



were astonished to see what steady 
persevering labour would do. One of 
the Aboa-Simbel men came this morn- 
ing and worked very fairly, promising 
to bring ten more on the morrow : 
there came also a chief from the oppo- 
site side of the river with an offer of 
twenty men. We told him our terms 
of two piastres per day for each man, 
and that it was our intention to pay 
the money into the men's own hands, 
as we learnt that the cashiefs and 
chiefs had given each labourer one 
piastre only, and retained the other 
for themselves. At three, we renewed 
our operations. A few of the crew 
came, but worked very badly; — wo 
left off at dark. 

Saturday, July 19. — We commenced 
our labours before daylight. Only two 
of the crew came, and three other lads. 
The promised men from Abou-Simbel 
and the opposite side of the river not 
arriving, we continued working till 
half-past eight ; when, just as we were 
about to leave off, Halleel Cashief and 
his court of bullies made their appear- 
ance in a boat ; and, landing near our 
bark, came up to see what was doing. 
Immediately we saw them approach- 
ing we left off work, and, suspecting 
their roguish intentions, to foil them 
we went to bathe. The men from the 
opposite side of the river, about thirty 
in number, now arrived, but without 
tools: this disappointed .us a little. 
On coming out of the water, we went 
to visit Halleel Cashief, as a compH- 
ment, and to keep up appearances. 
While so doing, a desperate dispute 
took place between our janissary and 
Hassan, who seeing the former was 
not armed, chased him into the boat 
with his drawn dagger, uttering savage 
imprecations. Halleel made a pretence 
to interfere ; but soon after, while we 
were settling the dispute, he sneaked 
away in his boat with all his attend- 
ants, without taking leave : indeed h^ 
was off before we were aware, and we 
were very glad to be rid of him. 

Our Greek servant now informed 
us that Halleel had asked for some 
coffee ; and, on being told there was 
none, had desired the servant to say 
nothing to us about his having asked 
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for it. He was very inquisitive about 
the stay we intended to make ; and 
seemed desirous we should call on him 
at Derry on our return, no doubt in 
hope of getting something more. The 
men worked pretty well to-day. The 
Abou-Simbel man, who had promised 
to bring his nine assistants, never made 
his appearance. This we clearly saw 
was Halleel's doing. At night, when 
paying the men, we had a dispute with 
some of them, who endeavoured to 
impose on us by false tickets. These 
tickets were slips of paper on which 
Mr. Belzoni wrote his name, and issued 
them out to the workmen in the morn- 
ing; and on producing them in the 
evening they received their pay. This 
day the Danur caravan, of four thou- 
sand camels, laden with gum, ivory, 
ostrich-feathersjtamarinds, rhinoceros' 
horns, slaves, &c., passed on their way 
to Cairo. The mamelukes had made 
them pay 9000 dollars (upwards of 
2000/.) at Dongola. Some of the jelabs 
who led the caravan came to see our 
operations. They had long hair 
greased with oil, and hanging down in 
ringlets : some had it plaited. They 
wore sandals, had each a long spear, 
and altogether were singular figures. 

Sunday^ July 20. — At twilight we 
renewed our labours, and had sixty- 
four men to work. The crew stimu- 
lated them by a good example, which, 
coupled with our own personal attend- 
ance, produced a good morning's 
labour. At three p.m. we recom- 
menced our operations and got on 
tolerably well. This evening one of 
Daoud Cashiers staff arrived, with 
some aqua vitee and a few dates as a 
present. He also brought Irby and 
me some new Nubian clothes. Two 
suits cost us tvrenty-four piastres, or 
twelve shillings ; double what we had 
given for better things of the same 
kind at MomfSEUont. In the evening 
our cook threw a kettle of water in the 
face of a fellow who asked him for 
money in a threatening manner. This 
truly cook-like mode of assault un- 
sheathed the Barbarin's sword (for 
the most trivial occurrence produces 
their drawn weapons), and it was with 
difficulty we could prevent some 



serious mischief from ensuing. At 
night Daoud Cashiefs messenger left 
us, having failed in an attempt to beg 
a pipe for his master. 

Monday t July 21. — This day no men 
came from the opposite side of the 
river, but we had about forty from 
Abou-Simbel. They worked tolerably 
well, and brought to light the bend of 
the right arm of the statue, to the 
north of the door, which was much 
broken. The discovery was highly 
satisfactory to us, as it proved that tho 
statues were seated, and, consequently^ 
that we should not ha,ve to dig down 
so deep as if they had been standing 
figures. In the evening, the men 
worked pretty well ; and towards the 
close of the day, we uucovered a pro- 
jecting part of the wall roughly chi- 
selled, uneven in its surface, and hav- 
ing every appearance of unfinished 
work. As far as we could see down, 
which was not more than six or eight 
inches, it still continued the same. 
The projection was about four inches 
from the plane surface of the front of 
the temple, and it appeared to fill up 
the whole space between the two 
centre statues. This being exactly the 
place where we expected to find the 
door, the sudden change from a flat 
finished exterior to a coarsely-chiselled 
uneven surface, was precisely the cir- 
cumstance most calculated to give tho 
impression that the temple was unfi- 
nished, and that there was no door. 
Indeed we could not in any other way 
account for an appearance so extraor- 
dinary and unexpected. Discouraging 
as this discovery was, we nevertheless 
resolved to proceed with our work, 
and to dig down till we had ascer- 
tained, beyond all possibility of doubt, 
whether there was an entrance or 
not. 

About eleven o'clock at night, a boat 
arrived from the opposite side. They 
did not make any noise ; but the reis 
sent word that he had brought a sheep 
for us. The message was accompa- 
nied with the present of a water-melon. 

Tuesday, July 22. — At daylight we 
found a great assemblage of people^ 
the boat k&ving brought them over iv 
the night ; and at the same time ther» 
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arrived a considerable number of per- 
sons from Abou-Simbel. As these two 
parties amounted to treble the number 
vfe wanted, we retired to our boat to 
avoid disputes, leaving thirty tickets 
with old Mouchmarr, with instruction 
to employ only that number. Return- 
ing in about half an hour, we found 
he had only given out twenty of the 
tickets, keeping the other ten to him- 
self ; and so intending to pocket twenty 
piastres. While we were settling this 
with the old rogue, a violent quarrel 
ensued between the natives of Abou- 
Simbel and the party from the oppoditd 
shore, as to who should be employed ; 
and, after much noise and confusion, 
hostilities having commenced in a 
slight degree between the parties, the 
whole of them, amounting to nearly 
two hundred, departed, shouting and 
hooting, the stronger party not per- 
mitting the Abou-Simbel people to 
work. As they retired, our crew sere- 
naded them with repeated cries of 
**barout, barout," which means pow- 
der, powder, an article they are not 
very partial to. In the evening we 
renewed our labours without any as- 
sistance ; but soon had the crew and 
about twenty volunteers, who worked 
very well, considering we had only 
three implements, the Abou-Simbel 
men having taken away four out of 
the seven we had hitherto used. The 

instrument was 
of this form, and 
the mode of 
working was to fix it per- 
pendicularly in the sand, 
and then to pull it forward 
by a cord attached to it; 
one person was stationed at 
the handle to fix it in the sand, and 
another at the cord by which it was 
pulled forward. Instead of one, the 
Arabs generally employed from four 
to six men at the cord. This evening 
we came to the chair of the statue ; 
but still there was no indication of a 
door ; the unfinished work continuing, 
though the figure, drapery and all, 
was perfectly finished, as far as we 
could see down. 

Wednesday f July 23. — It was curi- 
ous to observe in the morning, on the 




smooth surface of the sand, drifted by 
the night breeze, the tracks of ther 
snakes, lizards, and other animals^ 
^hich had come down to the water'» 
side during the night to drink ; and 
we could plainly discern the traces of 
their return to their solitary haunts in 
the desert. Sometimes these tracts 
indicated the presence of reptiles of 
considerable size ; and we now could 
easily account for the dread our guides 
expressed of walking near the water's 
side on the night we returned firom 
the second cataract. We renewed our 
operations at the very first appearance 
of day, and soon had about twenty-six 
workmen, together with the crew. Be<> 
tween eight and nine o'clock, as the- 
people were working, we perceived a 
boat full of men coming over from the- 
opposite side. As soon as the Abou- 
Simbel people made them out, they all 
set off with old Mouchraarr at their 
head ; the latter saying he knew who 
they were, and would go and treat 
with them, as they were coming ta 
prevent our work. The old fellow, it 
appeared afterwards, was more intent 
on his own safety ; as both he and his 
party went and hid themselves in caves 
in the mountains. Suspecting some- 
thing, we sent for all our arms froro 
the boat, and waited the event. The 
newly-arrived party now made their 
appearance, about forty in number^ 
armed mostly with muskets, pistols^ 
sabres, and pikes ; they were much 
better dressed, and made a better 
figure than the attendants of Daoud 
and Halleel. There were two with 
white turbans, who appeared to be the 
leaders : these approached in advance 
of their attendants ; and, after the usual 
salaams and ceremony of salute, seated 
themselves near us, and presented us 
with two sheep, which their men had 
brought with them. We now desired 
our janissary to ask them the intention 
of their visit, and to tell them we had 
nothing to dispose of, having given all we 
had to spare to the two cashiefs below. 
They replied that they wanted nothing ; 
that they were in the employ of the 
pasha ; that their office was to keep 
order and tranquillity in the country^ 
and that they wished to know if any 
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obstacles on the part of the inhabitants i 
rendered their assistance necessary, as 
they were ready to be of service to us, 
hoping that on our return to Cairo, we 
should not fail to speak favourably of 
them to the pasha. We replied that 
we were going on tolerably well, and 
that we did not stand in need of any 
assistance. After sitting abont half 
an hour, they went down to the other 
temple, followed by all their attend- 
ants, and soon after sent our Greek 
servant up with a message, ''that 
they were at war with the other two 
cashiefs ; that they were greater than 
they ; that they were the governors of 
this country ; that when the others 
killed one roan, they could kill two ; 
in short, that we had given a gun, 
shawl, soap, and tobacco, to both 
Baoud and Halleel, and why, they 
wished to know, was nothing given to 
them, who possessed double the autho- 
rity in this country, and could prevent 
our labour whenever they pleased? 
that they must have the same, and 
more presents than we had already 
given, or that we should not open the 
temple." They also wished to know 
under what authority we acted, and 
desired to see our iirman. We replied 
to these menaces by the same state- 
ment we had made on their arrival, 
viz. that we had already given away 
all we had to give ; and we added, that 
as we had both the pasha's and 
Deftarda Bey's firman for doing what 
we were about, any violence offered to 
us would be sure to reach their ears. 
Their answer was that they cared no- 
thing about the pasha. On seeing 
the firmans, they said they were good 
for nothing, being written in Turkish, 
not Arabic ; that they had no Turkish 
interpreter ; and that were the firmans 
even in Arabic, nothing but presents 
would induce them to permit us to 
proceed. The crew now thought it a 
favourable opportunity to ask for one 
of the sheep (for each of which we 
had given ten piastres), but we refused 
their request, saying, that they were 
mistaken if they thought it a proper 
time to ask gifts, when other people 
were endeavouring to plunder us ; that 
as soon as the banditti were gone, and 



we were our own masters, we might 
givethem something, but never through 
fear of them, or to gain their favour. 
Soon after, the two cashiefs and their 
gang proceeded to Abou-Simbel. We 
now learnt that they were Mahommed 
and Ali Cashief ; that they lived a little 
above Derry, on the opposite side of 
the river; and were at war with Daoud 
and Halleel, in consequence of their 
grandfather (Hassan's father) having 
kiiied some relation of Ali's many 
years ago. This is what the Barbarius 
call the " warfare of blood for blood ;" 
and it always lasts till an individual of 
one family is sacrificed to appease tho 
other.* Sometimes this hostility ex- 
ists for many ages between families ; 
and it is for this reason that a mur- 
derer, who is one of our crew, dares not 
go to Philse or the neighbourhood of As- 
suan, where he committed the crime. 
At three p.m. we renewed our ope- 
rations, and had a considerable numbec- 
of assistants. It was truly ridiculous-, 
to see old Mouchmarr now make his. 
appearance, with his matchlock in his • 
hand, and a few of the Abou-Simbel^ 
people. He took especial care to ex- 
amine both up the river and down, to • 
be sure that the cashiefs were well out . 
of sight ; and when he found the coast 
clear, he came to us to relate how his 
people had been in the habit of mak- 
ing slaves and prisoners of the other - 
party ; what numbers they had bound 
together and thrown into the Nile, &c. 
We rallied him about his promising to 
treat with them. We found that the 
cashiefs had prevented many of our 
assistants from coming, and that they 
had plundered the whole country, tak- 
ing two sheep from every sackey, and^ 
ten piastres from those who could not 
procure the animals. We also learnt . 
that a fine of four dollars (thirty-six 
piastres) was to be levied on every one- 
who came to our assistance. This 
evening our men worked very well j: 
as they did not belong to Abou-Simbel,. 
they knew they were out of the cashiefs'' 
reach. 

* " The revenger of blood himself shall slay 
the murderer." Numbers, xxxv. 19. "Ye shall 
take no satisfaction for the life of a murderer." 
Ibio. 31. 

c2 
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Thursday f Jtdy 24. — At dawn of 
day we went to work again ; as we had 
broken our water-jars we asked the 
crew for our ludri which we had lent 
them ; but Hassan said it wasramadaD, 
and that as they could not drink water 
in the day-time, they wanted our ludri 
to keep it cool for them in the eveniDg, 
and that they would return it when 
they got to Philse. We gave them to 
understand that we liked cool water as 
well as they did, and desired the janis- 
sary to take the skin without further 
ceremony ; asking them at the same 
time if that was gratitude for the sheep 
we gave them yesterday. Hassan an- 
swered, that the sheep was lean and 
good for nothing, or we should not 
have given it. This morning we had 
about twenty workmen, but neither 
Mouchmarr nor the Abou-Simbel men 
came. After we had worked about an 
hour, a party of about thirty came 
from the opposite side and volunteered 
to assist : as they were more than we 
wanted, and came late, we told them 
we would give them only one and a 
lialf piastre each : this they rejected at 
first, but afterwards accepted. An 
hour afterwards four other men came 
.and solicited employ : these We refused, 
when one of them displaying a dirty 
white turban as a flag, drew the whole 
^f)arty off with a shout. In a quarter 
of an hour, however, they returned ; 
and the work went on pretty well, the 
armed ruffians not making their ap- 
pearance. In the evening the people 
worked badly, being so numerous that 
one skulked behind the other. 

Friday, July2b, — Wegot up at dawn 
of day and found one hundred men 
assembled, though the night before we 
told them that we did not want any 
more assistance. We explained this to 
them again, adding, that at most we 
could not employ more than twenty. 
They replied, that we must employ 
them all or none. Seeing them in this 
mood, we returned to our boat, resolv- 
ing to wait till they were all gone ; and 
knowing that the heat of the sun at 
nine o'clock would drive them away. 
After much noise amongst themselves, 
and numerous ineffectual parlevs, they 
all set off, taking all the implements 



with them, and threatening our crew 
that, if they assisted us, they would 
acquaint Daoud and Halleel Cashief of 
it ; thus showing that these brothers 
had ordered that no assistance was to 
be rendered us. Our sailors laughed 
at them, saying, they cared nothing 
about the cashiefs or any one else. 
Soon after this, the whole rabble 
crossed the water, having a dirty white 
turban (the prophet's banner) hoisted. 
At three we renewed our work with 
six instruments which we had made 
ourselves. The crew, and also that of 
another bark came, and assistance was 
offered by a few others. We got on 
tolerably well. 

Saturday, July 26. — At dawn of 
day we went up to our employment, 
with the same hands we had the pre- 
ceding evening, in all about twenty- 
three peraons. Our servants had 
another quarrel with the crew. A 
mameluke :u'rived from Dongola ; he 
reported his countrymen in great mi- 
sery at that place. We now learned 
that Mahommed and Ali Cashief were 
gone down the river again with their 
plunder. In the evening we renewed 
our operations. A man who had re- 
ceived money for our bread on the 
opposite side of the river, refused to 
bring it : we had a dispute in conse- 
quence, and, after much noise and 
confusion, half the quantity we had 
paid for was brought. We found the 
price of everything we bought had 
doubled since our arrival ; the natives 
hoping by these means to force us to 
relinquish our work ; and, with our 
eyes open, we were obliged to submit 
to the imposition. 

Sunday t July 27. — At dawn of day 
we set to work again, and had only two 
assistants besides the crew, who worked 
remarkably well. Several volunteers 
came, but we rejected them on account 
of their laziness. One of our two 
assistants sang a song to cheer up the 
crew : this is their constant custom 
when working ; the words were as 
follows : " Oh ! Nubia, my country, 
thou smellest like a rose ; when I sleep 
I dream of thee, and thou appearest a 
garden full of flowers." Our ideas of 
Nubia, where a flowermg shioib is 
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scarcely ever seen, were not in unison 
with this song ; but it was a new proof 
of that happy disposition which nature 
implants in die breast of every man to 
love his native soil, be it what it may. 

** The naked negro, panting at the line. 
Boasts of his golden sands and palmy wine : 
Basks in the glare, or stems the tepid wave, 
And thanks his gods for all the good they gave. 
Such is the patriot's boast where'er we roam, 
His first, best country, ever is, at home." 

At three o'clock we recommenced our 
operations. While we were working, 
a spy arrived from Daoud Cashief, 
who, after having deliberately examined 
us, began talking to the crew to draw 
them off from the work, and asked old 
Mouchmarr, who had just arrived 
from the village with some bread, how 
he dared assist us ; adding, that the 
cashiefs would cut ofif his head for it. 
This news did not appear very agree- 
able to our friend, who now desisted 
from working. Our young mameluke 
friend, who understood the Barbarin 
language unknown to the crew and 
natives, told us of this. The spy next 
informed us that a firman had arrived 
from the Grand Signior to supersede 
the pasha in his government, and that 
new troops were now at Cairo. So 
paltry an attempt to alarm us was met 
by a hearty laugh, which made both 
the spy and his countrymen look very 
foolish ; until, seeing the joke went 
against them, they put it off by a laugh 
also. In the evening old Mouchmarr 
came to be paid for his bread ; and, on 
being asked to bring more, said he did 
not like to tell us a falsehood — that he 
had strict injunctions against bringing 
anything more, or, indeed, rendering 
us any further assistance. We further 
learned, that the whole of the natives 
on both sides of the river had mutually 
agreed that nothing was to be sold to 
us ; but it was hinted that we might 
have some men to work if we chose : 
however, as our money was getting 
low, and we found that we did almost 
as much without as with them, we sent 
word that we wanted none of them : 
we had three days' bread, and our 
work had arrived at such a point that 
we should soon ascertain whether there 
was any door or not : we felt ourselves, 



therefore, quite independent of our 
troublesome neighbours. Mouchmarr 
now took his leave. It is but justice 
to the old man to say that he behaved 
better than any of his countrymen. 

Monday^ July 28. — We commenced 
our operations at the usual hour, with 
only our sailors and the mameluke, no 
Abou-Simbelmen making their appear- 
ance. All worked pretty well. This 
morning no milk was brought. We 
affected to take no notice of this ; and 
at breakfast were particularly careful 
that the crew (who came down and 
were watching us narrowly, to see what 
effect the want of this luxury would 
have upon us) should observe no 
change in our manner, that they might 
report to the natives the poor success 
of their scheme. At three we renewed 
our labours. While working, an Abou- 
Simbel man came to see what was 
going on. He said, that if we wished 
it, a certain number of people would 
come from each sackey to assist ; and 
he asked us if we wanted provisions. 
We refused all assistance. He then 
asked if we could live on stones. We 
replied, that we had a boat, and could 
go and fetch whatever we wanted, and 
that money would always procure 
something. He now said we might 
think ourselves fortunate in having a 
soldier of the pasha's with us ; as, 
were it not for fear of the conse- 
quences, in case anything should hap- 
pen to him, the whole body of natives 
would prevent our work by force. We 
replied, that we were determined to 
proceed ; and that even were the sol- 
dier not with us, we would persist in 
our undertaking. He now began to 
brag of the number of armed people 
they could muster from the neighbour- 
hood : we, however, laughed at him ; 
and he left us, having failed in all 
his designs. Our crew this evening 
worked very well ; and we thought it 
good poUcy to tell them we noticed 
their exertions. 

Tuesday^ July, 29. — At dawn of 
day we recommenced our labours with 
the crew, and made considerable pro- 
gress. No strangers made their appear- 
ance; the one who assisted us yesterday 
being deterred by the threats of the 
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spy. In the evening, at three, we re- 
newed our work. Towards the close of 
day, the sailors requested to be dis- 
missed, that they might go to Abou- 
Simbel to get bread for themselves. 
We suspected some bad intentions on 
their part, but said nothing. Hassan 
had previously endeavoured to steal 
some of our doura (for bread wo had 
none) ; but we were too sharp for him, 
and made his boy give us back what he 
had taken. 

Wednesday, July, 30. — At twilight 
we went to work again; the crew com- 
ing as usual. This morning a man 
brought us milk again; but said he was 
obliged to do it clandestinely. This 
was a real luxury; as we founds after 
four hours' hard work on an empty 
stomach, that a limited ration of doura 
grain, dried dates, and water, to which 
we were now reduced, was not very 
sumptuous fare. The reis of the bark, 
who had before cheated us of our bread, 
now made his appearance with some 
spirituous liquors, which he said he 
had brought as a present from the wife 
of Daoud Cashief. We clearly saw 
that this was a trick to get a present 
for the bearer, which is expected to be 
■double the value of the article given. 
We therefore refused it as a gift; but 
offered to purchase it. After some 
hesitation he consented. It was the 
spirit distilled from the date; but with- 
'Out the addition of aniseed, which in 
Egypt makes it palatable. We gene- 
rally took a little before dinner as a 
tonic ; for, without something of the 
kind (the average of the thermometer 
^ being 11 2<^ Fahrenheit in the shade), 
we found that we had no appetite. As 
soon as he had got his money he took 
himself off to the other side of the 
river, having evidently come to see if 
we yet began to complain of the want 
of provisions. But although we had 
nothing to eat but doura, and only 
enough of that for four days, we never 
once mentioned the subject to him. 
This evening we came to a projection, 
evidently a cornice, though much 
broken by the shock of an immense 
block of stone that had fallen on it 
Beneath the projection, we found a 
v^lane and smooth surface, and a tablet 



of neat hieroglyphics, highly finished, 
carved upon it. This strong indica- 
tion of a door cheered us greatly. 

At three we returned to our opera- 
tions; and, by digging down and carry- 
ing away the sand in two boxes, we 
removed a sufficient quantity to make 
out about afoot of a tablet surmounted 
by a torus, and one end of a broken 
cornice above it ; which, having been 
broken by some accident, had evidently 
been chiselled away subsequently, with 
the design of renewing it. The fur- 
rowed surface, and the marks of the 
tools in all directions, though rudo 
and unfinished, prove this to be the 
case ; and thus the mystery of the un- 
favourable appearances which had for- 
merly given us so much uneasiness 
was cleared up. This evening Hassan 
asked, with more than usual impu- 
dence, for the pay of the crew, adding, 
that he wanted it before it was dark. 

Thursday, July 31. — At twilight we 
resumed our task, and palisadoed the 
part which we supposed to be immedi- 
ately over the door, by driving in piles 
of date trees, and pouring at the 
back of them mud mixed with sand, to 
keep the outer sand from running in 
between them. Just as we were going 
to leave off work, some armed men 
came from the opposite side of the 
river, who had been called over by 
Hassan : when we inquired the reason 
of his sending for them, he said he 
wanted the boat from the opposite side, 
to go and get some provisions for the 
crew. Our sailors talked freely with 
the strangers, who appeared very in- 
tent on what we were doing. This 
day the mameluke took his departure 
for Cairo. He went on a small reed 
raft which a Nubian was conducting 
down the river. Hassan ran with 
great eagerness to send some message 
by tlie Nubian : no doubt to apprise 
the cashiefs below of the progress of 
our work. 

In the evening we resumed our la- 
bours, with the crew and two strangers; 
and towards sun-set we came to the 
corner of the door : it was rather 
broken. The sailors, on seeing it, ex- 
pressed great signs of joy, utterinpf 
cries of <* backsheeish, backsheeish," 
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and immediately asked us if it wxis not 
true, that we had promised them 
money whenever we should find the 
•door. We replied, that we certainly 
had promised them a present, and 
would give it when we had entered tlie 
temple. The fellows now began work- 
ing hard to enlarge the entrance, ap- 
pearing in high good humour, and oc- 
casionally repeating the favourite word 
** backsheeish," tyep, tyep — ^good good. 
At dusk we had made an aperture 
nearly large enough for a man's body; 
but we could not tell whether it would 
he necessary to draw up the sand from 
the entrance or not, which left us in 
great uncertainty as to the time when 
•our labours would end; for, should the 
temple be much filled with sand, we 
might have a prodigious deal of work 
to do yet. When we returned to the 
boat, Hassan told Captain Irby and 
myself, it was totally impossible we 
icaald ever get into the temple by pali- 



sadping ; that the sand would fall on 
us as fast as we dug down, aud that it 
was like attempting to dig into the 
Nile : at the same time he ofiered to 
forfeit his beard if we succeeded. All 
the crew joined in the same assertion. 
But we knew that it was the only me- 
thod of getting at the door, unless we 
cleared it altogether, which would have 
taken a good month more. 

We resolved to begin the next mom. 
ing by moon-light, and apprised the 
crew of our intention, that they might 
not think we wanted to steal in by our- 
selves, and thus bring away ike gold 
unknown to them. As the day's dis- 
covery had put us all in good humour, 
our sailors attempted to profit by it. 
They asked our cook for his new silk 
waistcoat, and begged of the Greek his 
new blue gown. From us they did not 
solicit anything further, thinking it 
best to wait tUl they got our back- 
sheeish. 
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At moonlight on Friday morning, 
August 1st, the anniversary of the 
battle of the Nile, we rose and went 
tto work. We called the crew; but, as 
they did not appear in any hurry to 
•come, we went up alone with lights. 
While making our arrangement to 
begin, we heard a great noise below, 
plainly distinguishing Hassan's roaring 
voice above all the rest; and the word 
■backsheeish frequently repeated. The 
Greek servant being sent down for a 
lamp, returned with an account that 
they were all abusing us; and com- 
plaining that, after having worked hard 
for us, they only received two piastres 
j)er day, instead of four, which they 
merited (although their wages from 
ihe reis &re only from seven to nine 



piastres per month). We were called 
christian dogs without faith ; and they 
said we must take all our things out of 
the boat immediately, as they would 
stay no longer, having remained till 
they were tired, and in a place where 
they could get no provisions. Mr. 
Belzoni now went down to find our 
hammer which was mislaid; but re- 
solved to abstain from any argument 
with them. Immediately on seemg him 
they all felldownon their knees,and'be- 
gan praying, bowing down, and kissing 
the ground, according to their custom. 
He took no notice of them ; but brought 
all our arms and ammunition up. The 
janissary also went and brought his 
pistols; Hassan saying in his hearing, 
that he must carry a soldier on hia 
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back to Derry, implying that he must 
murder the janissary, though it vras 
but the day before that he came to him 
saying that he wished to make peace, 
and that what he had formerly said 
against him came from his warmth of 
temper, and not from his heart. 

As soon as we had commenced 
working by candlelight, one of the 
crew came to say that we must embark 
immediately and depart, or land our 
effects and let tlie boat go, as they 
could wait no longer. We sent word 
that they might go whenever they 
pleased ; but it would be to their own 
loss if they did, as we would pay them 
nothing ; and that for our part we 
were determined to remain till our 
work was completed. The crew now 
made their appearance in a body, 
dressed in their turbans and gowns, as 
at Elpha ; this being their custom when 
they wish to appear of consequence. 
They were armed with long sticks, 
pikes, swords, daggers, and two old 
rusty pistols, which would be more 
likely to kill the person who fired, 
than him who was fired at. In reply 
to our inquiry of what they wanted, 
they made long complaints of being 
badly paid, and of never having re- 
ceived any adequate recompense for 
having brought us provisions from the 
neighbouring villages, and for all their 
other endeavours to please us ; that 
they had waited here till the last mo- 
ment, and must now go down the river; 
all at the same time joining in savage 
imprecations, and scraping the sand 
with their hatchets and swords. The 
reis, who was the foremost of the party, 
in a feigned paroxysm of anger, threw 
the sand up in his face, where the per- 
spiration caused it to stick.* At the 
same time we were accused of calling 
out ** barout, barout," to the Abou- 
Simbel people, though it was them- 
selves that first taught us the meaning 
of that word. 

As all this farce was performed to 
intimidate us, and to extort a sum of 
money as a reward for remaining till 
the temple was opened, we took care 
that they should see by our conduct 

* '• They cried out, and cast off their clothes, 
'md threw dust into the air. "—Acts, xxii. 23. 



that the scheme entirely failed. Avoid- 
ing, therefore, all passionate behaviour, 
we replied coolly and deliberately to 
all their lying imputations, telling them 
that if they studied their own inte- 
rests, they would behave very differ- 
ently ; that this, of all others, was the 
most unlikely method to obtain any 
thing from us; and that, as they had 
stayed ninety-nine days, why not re- 
main the hundredth f At length one 
of the crew stepped forward, and pre- 
tended to be a peace-maker. The 
janissary, meantime, had squeezed 
himself through the whole, and entered 
the temple during the debate, unknown 
to them ; till one of the strangers, 
having stolen behind to see what work 
we had done, found it out, and apprised 
the crew. Seeing themselves foiled 
in every way, they now pretended to 
suffer the mediator, with some reluct- 
ance, to disarm them ; and then, strip- 
ping, began to work, laughing and 
repeating tyep, tyep — good, good, 
Berby tyep (berby means temple). 
We deemed it our best policy to sup- 
press our feelings, and appear recon- 
ciled. Hassan had told the cook that 
they could murder us all if they chose ; 
that neither law nor justice were known 
in this country ; that they could, aSUsr 
committing the crime, fly to the moun- 
tains, where no one would pursue 
them ; that they were not the poor 
people we took them for ; that they had 
kept the French at bay four years ; 
that they kept their own slaves, cattle, 
&c. &c. 

We were now enabled to enter the 
temple ; and thus ended all our doubts 
and anxiety. We built a wall to barri- 
cade the door : it was made of stones 
and mud, with a foundation of date- 
trees driven in to prevent the sand 
from giving way. A toad crept out of 
the temple while we were thus em- 
ployed, and hid himself in the rubbish 
at the entrance. We brought down to 
the boat some statues of calcareous 
stone, which we found in the temple. 
There were two sphinxes, emblem- 
atical of Osiris (lion's body and hawk's 
head) ; a monkey similar to those over 
the cornice, only smaller ; and a kneel- 
ing female figure, with an altar, having 
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a ram's head on it, in her lap. At 
three we went to work again. T^^ of 
the Ahou-Simhel peasants came, and 
appeared astonished that we had suc- 
ceeded. They said the country people 
had no idea we should have accom- 
plished our undertaking. They ap- 
peared to think the temple would make 
a good hiding-place for their cattle, &c., 
whenever the Bedouins came to roh 
them. 

Saturday, August 2,— We contmued 
working at the wall before the door. 
Hassan asked for some of our money 
to go and purchase a sheep, stimulated, 
no doubt, by the expectation of the 
share they always had, viz. the entrails, 
skin, and head, none of the former of 
which the crew rejected : indeed, on 
one occasion, I saw one of them gnaw- 
ing the raw head as they were skinning 
the animal. Having no provisions left 
but doura, a grain not unlike pearl- 
barley, we told Hassan it was to no 
purpose to bring us meat when we had 
no bread ; and that unless he brought 
the latter, we did not wish for the 
former. He now took the money, pro- 
mising to bring us bread also. We did 
not employ the sailors this evening, 
having finished the wall. Hassan 
was roaring and grumbling all day 
about money, in hopes that his bawling 
would induce us to give more. We 
took no notice of him, determined to 
give none until they had put the statues 
into the boat ; for we perceived there 
was a great difficulty made about re- 
moving them. This day all the mea- 
surements of the temple were taken, 
both externally and internally ; Captain 
Irby and I undertaking this task, while 
our companions were employed about 
their drawings. Towards the close of 
the evening, the man brought us some 
cakes of doura and a sheep, for which, 
however, he made us pay thirteen 
piastres, a third more thaii the articles 
were worth. 

Sunday f August 3. — This rooming 
some Abou-Simbel people brought us 
some butter and a lamb. We told them, 
however, that now they might keep 
their provisions to themselves. In the 
evening the crew, after much disputing 
with Hassan (who was against the 



measure), put the statues into the 
boat ; this being the condition on which 
they were to receive the backsheeish. 
Soon after this we gave them a present 
of forty piastres amongst them. We 
had considerable difficulty in satisfying 
them ; for the reis, on perceiving the 
money, snatched it up, saying it was 
his share. We, however, took it from 
him, and distributed it according to 
our original plan. 

I shall now give some further par- 
ticulars respecting the exterior of the 
temple, and then proceed to notice the 
most prominent beauties of the interior. 
The four colossal figures in front of 
the temple are all of men ; they are in 
a sitting posture, above sixty feet high, 
and the two which we have partly un- 
covered, are sculptured in the best 
style of Egyptian art, and are in a 
much higher state of preservation, 
than any colossal statues remaining 
in Egypt. They are uncovered at 
present only as far as the breast. 
Before the recent excavations one of 
the faces was alone partly visible, and 
part of the head-dress of the other 
remaining two. The face of the statue, 
No. 2, whether taken in the front view 
or profile, exhibits one of the most 
perfect specimens of beauty imagin- 
able. It has so far resisted the effi3cts 
of time, as not to have the least scratch 
or imperfection ; and there is that 
placid serenity which one admires in 
most of the Egyptian countenances. 
The face of the statue, No. 3, has a 
more serious aspect; the nose is not so 
aquiline, nor is the mouth so well 
turned : it is not, however, without its 
beauties, and perhaps a connoisseur 
would say the features possess more 
character than the former. The 
statues are not, however, without their 
imperfections ; the necks are shorty 
out of all proportion, and the ears are 
placed considerably too high, a defect 
very common amongst the Egyptian 
figures ; the bodies also seem to lean 
rather too much forward for the na- 
tural position of a sitting figure. How- 
ever, it is scarcely fair to pass judg- 
ment on this latter defect, as, being 
partly uncovered, they could not be 
seen to proper advantage. 
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Little or no space appears to have 
boeu left between the figures on either 
«ide, and scarcely more in the centre 
than sufficient for the door. Imxne- 
•diately above thei door, which was 
foimerly surmounted by a cornice, 
now broken, is a tablet of hierogly- 
phics, oyer which is an oblong square 
oaiche enclosing a standing figure, of a 
hawk-headed Osiris, in full relief, pro- 
jecting no more than the depth of the 
niche itself. On the head of this 
figure is a globe; and below, on each 
-side of the legs, are two symbols, which 
appear suspended from its hands ; one 
is a small female figure, the other a 
fitaff surmounted with the dog's or 
fox*s head. On either side of the niche 
is a female figure in intaglio, present" 
ing an offering to the deity; and there 
.are various hieroglyphic inscriptions, 
probably descriptive of the oblations. 
"The cornice above the door presents a 
very curious Appearance ; it has been 
broken by a fall of part of the rock 
above, and the chisel has since been 
evidently employed to form the re- 
maining part into some otner shape, 
-or to fashion it for the reception of a 
new cornice, or some other ornament 
>of that description. 

The interior of the temple is 154 
feet long, by 52 broad (exclusive of the 
«ide chambers) ; it is comprised of 
fourteen separate apartments, whereof 
'the first is the principal hall, 57 feet 
by 52 ; the second an ante-chamber, 
^7 feet by 25 ; the narrow chamber, 
^'Crossing the other two, 37 ft. by 9 ft 
11 in. ; after which comes the sanc- 
tuary, 23 ft. 7 in. by 12 ft. 3 in. ; the 
rest are side apartments, placed in 
various directions. The interior of 
this temple is a work not inferior to 
.any excavation in Egypt or Nubia, not 
even excepting the tombs of the kings: 
indeed, the effect produced on first 
'entering it is more striking than any 
which those can afford : the loftiness 
•of the ceiling; the imposing height of 
the square pillars, and of the erect 
'Colossal statues, full 30 ft. high, at- 
tached to them ; and the dimensions 
of the apartments, which are on a 
much larger scale than any of the 
•other excavations; all contribute to 



render the interior of this temple not 
less admirable than its splendid ex- 
terior. 

The sculpture on the walls is not so 
well finished, nor the colouring so per- 
fect, as in the tombs of the kings; but 
the composition and invention of the 
design, and its spirited execution, may 
be considered as equal to anything in 
£g}'pt. The extreme heat and close- 
ness of the apartments, occasioned by 
the wAnt of a free circulation of air, 
have contributed materially to injure 
the paint; but enough of the colouring 
still remains to enable the spectator 
to Judge of what is lost, and to con. 
vince him of the original beauty of the 
work. The most conspicuous groups 
appear to represent the victories of. 
some celebrated hero, apparently the 
same who is depicted at Medinet Aboo^ 
Luxor, Oamack, and other parts of 
Egypt, together with the triumphant 
processions and consequent offerings 
to the deities. There is little difference 
in these groups from the similar 
sculptures in the buildings above, 
mentioned : the hero appears in the 
same manner in his .car ; he is of a 
gigantic stature, and is destroying his 
enemies with his arrows. The van- 
quished suing for mercy ; the dis- 
comfiture and flight of their com- 
panions ; the procession of the prison- 
ers, and the distribution of the other 
parts of the groups, are likewise nearly 
the same. The prisoners seem to be 
of different natiotis from those repre- 
sented in other places ; and it is a cir- 
cumstance of no little interest to see 
here, thus accurately painted, the cos- 
tumes of the various tribes of the 
interior of Africa, at a date so remote 
that nowhere else can we expect to 
find any description either of their 
manners or their customs. How in- 
teresting would a minute copy of these 
groups be to travellers in tlie interior 
of Africa, who could compare them 
with the inhabitants of the present 
day ! Some of the captives are per- 
fectly black, and have all the charac- 
teristics of the tribes of the interior of 
Africa — such as woolly hair, thick lips, 
long sleek limbs, &c. ; others are of a 
lighter hue, not unlike the present 
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■race of Nubians. The most oommon 
stress consists of the leopard's and 
tiger's skin, fastened round the waist, 
while the upper part of the body re- 
mains uncovered* The cap which 
they most commonly wear is of a con- 
struction which I do not recollect to 
have observed elsewhere, and appears 
to consist of the leaves of the palm- 
tree, dried and cut in slips ; while the 
workmanship is a sort of neat plaiting, 
apparently worked with much inge- 
unity. Those who wear the caps have 
no hair, but some are distinguished by 
bushy hair and beards. 

In one of the groups is represented 
4he storming of a fortress, of very 
«ingular consUoiction, which is de- 
fended by people of the race just men- 
tionod. On the top are seen women, 
among whom, one in a sitting posture, 
wholly divested of drapery, and of a 
light complexion, bears no resem- 
blance in character or attitude to 
those represented in other places by 
the Egyptians. The hero who directs 
the assault is, as usual, of gigantic 
HStature. On Uie plain below are seen 
<the peasants driving their cattle away 
:from the presence of the conqueror, 
•designed with much spirited action ; 
«ome of the besieged party are also 
imeeling and imploring clemency. The 
arrows are flying from all quarters 
amongst the defenders ; and some are 
seen plucking them from their fore- 
.heads, arms, and other parts of their 
hody. Large stones hurled down from 
.above, do not appear in any way to 
intimidate the attacking party. The 
^roup of twelve supplicating victims, 
which the hero is represented in an- 
•other part as grasping with one hand 
by the united hair of their heads, while 
with the other he uplifts the axe to 
sacrifice them, is executed with much 
•energy and force; and the marked 
difference of character in the several 
countenances of the various tribes 
they belonged to, is given in a mas. 
terly style : the expression of agony 
and despair in their several features 
is admirable. 

In this temple we found several de- 
'tached statues of calcareous stone ; 
«ne of which, a little larger than life, 



is executed in a better style tiian is 
generally to be met with in Egyptian 
sculpture ; the head and lower part of 
the legs are wanting, as well as one of 
the arms; but the remaining parts 
sufficiently attest the dkill and good 
taste of the sculptor. The figure is 
an upright one, and seems to have 
represented Osiris,or the hero depicted 
on the walls. The surface of what 
remains is scarcely injured ; but the 
substance of the stone is so decayed 
by time, that any attempt to remove 
it would probably occasion its total 
destruction. The statues which we 
brought away, and which I have 
ah'eady mentioned, were found in 
different parts of the temple. 

How long this temple has been 
buried is a question which must ever 
remain unanswered. Forty feet of sand 
had accumulated above the top of the 
door, before the recent excavations, 
which were carried no further than 
3 feet below the top of the entrance. 
There is reason to suppose that the 
temple was deserted before any sand 
had collected in front of it; but there 
is nothing either in the interior or ex- 
terior which indicates the age in which 
it was abandoned. Very little sand 
was found in the temple compared with 
what might have been expected: it did 
not reach beyond the second pilaster, 
and was not much broader than the 
door- way. This, no doubt, was partly 
owing to the great depth (18 ft. 11 in.) 
of the entrance-passage. A light blacK 
substance, which seemed to be decayed 
wood, was found in every apartment, 
in some places of the depth of 2 ft.; 
its substance, at the surface, was not 
unlike that of snow when it has been 
frozen over by one night's frost ; it 
cracked under the foot, leaving the 
impression. Many small pieces of wood 
were strewed about, apparently little 
injured by time, but which, on being 
touched, crumbled into dust. The 
wooden pivots on which the doors tra- 
versed still remain in the upper comer 
of all the entrances to the different 
chambers ^and we also found fragments 
of wood in many places. Some of these 
appeared so perfect, that we thought of 
bringing them away; but theymoul- 
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dered at the first touch : we were, 
therefore, very careful in leaying what 
remained for the benefit of future tra- 
vellers. A broken brass socket, for 
the pivot of a door to traverse on, was 
also found. 

The extreme heat of the temple was 
such, that Mr. Beechey spoiled hisdraw- 
ing-book while only copying one of the 
groups, the perspiration having entirely 
Boaked through it: it produces the same 
sensation and efiects as the hottest 
vapour-bath. In the centre of the 
sanctuary is a bench with four sitting 
statues: the one on the right is Osiris, 
with the hawk's head and globe ; the 
others are human figures: two have 
the crux ansata $ in their hand. 

The eight standing figures of Osiris, 
30 ft. high, which ornament the outer 
hall, and between which is the passage 
into the interior of the temple, are as 
well proportioned as they are highly 
finished : the drapery reaches nearly 
half-way down to the knees, and is 
striped like that of the figures without. 
The features of the countenances ar^ 
perfect, and they all have the hook and 
scourge (the usual emblems of Osiris) 
in their hands, which are crossed on 
the breast. 

I shall now describe what, speaking 
comparatively, we may call the small 
temple of Abou-Simbel. The direc- 
tion of the river here is W. S.W. and 
E. N. £. Both the temples are situated 
on the left bank, at the ends of the 
two mountains which form the valley, 
through which the sand which has 
buried the great temple found its pas- 
sage : both are cut out of the solid 
rock, which is of a sandy or calcareous 
nature. The easternmost and smallest 
appears to have been made before the 
other, as the style of the colossal sta- 
tues which are sculptured in the front 
of it, are ruder than that of the large 
one, and have been cut in a less ad- 
vanced state of the art. The front of 
the temple is not perpendicular, but 
sloping from the top to the bottom. 
Six square spaces are excavated in the 
surface, serving as niches to the same 
number of colossal figures, the remain- 
ing part being left in the form of but- 
tresses projecting 10 ft. at the base 



beyond the inside of the niches. The 
door is in the centre, with three erect 
figures, one a female (Isis), with a male 
figure on each side of her: these lat- 
ter represent Osiris. On either side, 
between these colossal statues, are two 
figures of about 6 ft. high, which reach 
neai'ly to the knees of the former : 
those supporting the male figures ap- 
pear to represent Horus, while the 
others near Isis are females. The space 
left in the centre, and in which the 
door is cut, is more than twice the 
breadth of the other projections be- 
tween the figures, and slopes on the 
same plane with them for about one- 
third from the top : it then descends 
somewhat more perpendicularly; and 
in this lower plane the door is cut, 
without any other projection. The 
points of the projecting buttresses are 
covered with hieroglyphics; and a single 
line of them extends along the top of 
the niches for the whole breadth of the 
temple, of which it forms the orna- 
mental summit. Immediately above 
the door is an ofiering to Osiris; and 
on each side of it are Meroglyphics as 
on the other projections : a line of ser- 
pents and globes surmounts tibe offers 
ing, similar to what is often met with 
over the doors of Egyptian temples. 
The height of the projecting buttresses 
nearest the door is 34 ft. 7 in. ; taken 
in the angle that of the others is 38 ft., 
their projection at the base 10 ft, that 
of the door only 7 ft. 6 in. ; the dis- 
tance between each buttress, 8 ft. 8 in. ; 
breadth of the buttresses, 4 ft. 7 in. 
The height of the female figures is 
24 ft. 6 in., not including the head or- 
nament, which reaches to the top of 
the buttress. The male figures are 
25ft, Sin. high, and their head-dresses 
4 ft. 10 in. The height of the door- 
way is 11 ft. 6 in. ; width, 4 ft. 10 in. ; 
the length of the passage into the 
temple, 12 ft. 9 in. The whole width 
of the ornamented front of the temple 
is 88 ft., and its height, in a perpendi- 
cular line, may be about 40 ft. 

The interior of the temple is com- 
posed of three principal apartments ; 
the first and largest supported by six 
pilasters, three on each side, (sur- 
mounted with the head of Isis in the 
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front,) is 36 ft. by 34 ; the space in the 
centre between the pilasters is 14 ft. 
6 m,f and they are 7 ft. 8 in. from the 
wall : the distance between the pilas- 
ters 5ft. 9 in.; their dimensions 3 ft. 7 in. 
by 3 ft. 3 in. The breadth of the se- 
cond chamber 8 ft. 5 in. ; its length is 
the same as the first, taken at ri^iA 
angles with the line of entraaee : the 
sanctuary is 7ft, If^iit. by 8ft. 9 in.: 
on each side of die second chamber is 
a smaH side apartment 6 ft. square. 

I shall describe the decorations of 
the interior rather minutely, as there 
is more uniformity, and evident allu- 
siiMi to the deity to whom the temple 
is dedicated (Isis), than is generally 
met with. The interior of the porch 
is ornamented on each side by an 
oifering to Isis from a human figure. 
Within the chamber, on each side of 
the entry, is a large figure having an 
axe in one hand, whilst with the other 
he grasps a bov^, and holds a kneeling 
Tictim by the hair of the head. On 
either side are two human figures: 
that in front has a knife upheld, and 
appears to command the sacrifice ; 
while that behind seemsto preside over 
it with the lotus flower in her hand: 
the opposite side is the same, except- 
ing that the figure commanding the 
sacrifice is Osiris. On the left, as you 
enter, the wall is embellished with,first, 
an offering to Isis; secondly, the initia- 
tion, by Jupiter Ammon and Osiris, of 
a young priest ; thirdly, an offering by 
a female figure, of a small sistrum, 
surmounted by the head of Isis and 
the serpent, together with the lotus 
flower, to a male figure ; fourthly, an 
offering to a male figure of a small 
sitting figure, with the crux ansata on 
its knees, which are raised up. On 
the right hand the wall is ornamented 
with, first, an offering of provisions to 
. Osiris, with the scourge in his hand ; 
secondly, an offering of the lotus fiower 
jmd three water-pots, pouring water 
on other flowers, to Jupiter Ammon ; 
tiiirdly, an offering to Isis of two small 
heads of that deity surmounting two 
short handles or staffs ; fourthly, an 
offering to Osiris of two small water- 
vases. At the end, on one side of the 
door^ is an ^fferinp to Isis of the lotus; 



and opposite is the same offering to a 
female figure. The inner chamber 
has offerings to Isis and Osiris, antJ 
the initiation of a priestess by tirat 
Isides; the sanctuavy htm » amail 
figure, in attoHnfitve^ in a recess at 
theesid, 

Monday, August 4. — Early this 
morning we started on our return, and 
soon saw, on the eastern bank, Mahom- 
med and Ali Cashief, together with the 
band of thieves that had attempted to 
plunder us. They hailed us, and asked 
if we had opened the temple, and how 
much money we had found in it. In 
the evening we called on Daoud Cashief, 
who protested his innocence of the 
transactions at Abou-Simbel, even be« 
fore we had mentioned the subject. 
This was certainly not very wise in nun; 
as nothing could tend more to prove 
his guilt: and, if further evidence were 
necessary, we saw amongst his train 
several of the principal spies and bullies 
that had annoyed us. It was, however, 
necessary to dissemble, and appear to 
credit him, as a contrary line of con- 
duct could lead to no good ; and, after 
receiving a present of a sheep, goat, 
and some bread, together with his pro- 
mise to keep the temple open for Mr. 
Salt, we took our leave. When near 
Derry, we met Halleel crossing the 
water to be present at our interview 
with his brother, and thus get his share 
of anything else that could be squeezed 
out of us : he was, however, too late. 

In the evening we arrived at Derry, 
and went to see the temple with candles. 
This temple is situated about a quarter 
of a mile from the town : it is cut in 
the solid rock, but is so mubh ruined 
that nothing perfect is to be seen. 
There has been a middling-sized hall, 
with eight square pilasters and four 
terms, with standing figures in alto- 
relievo. The latter seem to form a sort 
of portico to the principal chamber. 
The eight outer pilasters have fallen; 
but those of the portico are perfect, 
with the exception of the terms, which 
have all been broken off. Within is 
the principal chamber, 17 paces by 16, 
supported on each side of the centre 
by three pilasters ; this latter leads to 
the sanctuary, on each side of which 
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is a small chamber surrounded with 
benches. At the further end of the 
sanctuary are the marks of four sitting 
statues which have been chiselled off : 
they appear to have resembled those 
of the large temple of Abou-Simbel. 
In this temple the stucco and paint is 
imperfect, and the whole has a black 
and dismal appearance ; but, to judgo 
from the size and execution of the 
figures, &c., in intaglio, on the walls, 
it may once have been handsome. The 
dedication appears to have been to 
Osiris. There are boats, battles, sacri- 
fices, &c., like those at Abou-Simbel. 
We had just gone to bed this even 



uig. 



when Haileel arrived. He sent 



vat a present of some aqua vitse, and a 
miserable sheep. All these presents 
are paid for at the rate of double their 
value, 

Tuesday f August 5. — Early this 
morning Haileel came on board ; when 
we told him, as we had his brother, 
that we had nothing left to bestow 
upon him, having given away every- 
thing we had to spare. All this while 
he was whispering to one of our sailors, 
asking, no doubt, if we had anything 
left, and whether it was true, that we 
had given nothing to his brother. He 
now examined attentively everything 
in the cabin; but as nothing was forth- 
coming, he took his leave, and we 
started also, glad to get rid of him and 
Derry too. It was here that poor 
Norden, eighty years ago, met with the 
treatment from Baram Cashief, which 
prevented his going farther up the 
river. This morning we visited the 
temple at Armada, and saw two ga- 
zelles near it. This temple is built in 
the desert (at least it is a desert now), 
not far from the river, on the opposite 
side from Derry, and about one quarter 
of the way between the latter place 
and Koroskolf. It consists of a hall, 
supported by twelve pilasters and four 
pillars, in four rows of four each ; but 
as a wall of intercolumniation sur- 
rounds it, the detached pilasters and 
pillars within the hall are only six in 
number. Beyond the hall is a small 
cross chamber, 9 paces by 3, and within 
that is the sanctuary, which is 8 paces 
by 9. The interior of the latter is 



daubed over with pl.'-£ter. and modem 
Greek paintings of the twelve apostles^ 
saints, &c. Underneath this plaster, 
however, the ancient Egyptian figures 
and hieroglyphics, &c., in bas-relief, 
appear : they have been executed in a 
very superior style ; and the colouring 
has been rich beyond desoriptioa. 
There is a small chamber on each side 
of the sanctuary. The dedication is 
to Osiris. The sand has drifted into 
and nearly filled up the hall. Some 
modem sun-burnt brick ruins attached 
to the temple have probably been ad* 
ditions by the Greeks. 

At noon we arrived at Sabour, and 
proceeded to inspect its temple, situi^ 
ated on th6 western bank, about lOO 
yards from the river side. It is huUt 
of calcareous stone, in a plain at the 
foot of the mountain, at present covered 
with sand. The approach to It is by 
an avenue of sphinxes, with two statues 
in a standing position at the end nearest 
the Nile, all of calcareous stone. At 
the further end of the avenue is a 
pylon, with two fragments of ill-carved 
statues, which have been thrown down: 
they are all full-length figures, and 
much dilapidated. On each side of 
the entrance within is a peristyle space, 
Yfiih. four terms on either side ; these 
appear to form the hall of the temple, 
which, being filled with sand, cannot be 
entered. The masonry is here much 
ruined ; and there is not one perfect 
figure to be found. We observed that 
the hieroglyphics on the back of the 
two statues, nearest the temple, were 
the same as 'those on the frieze of tlio 
large tcmpb at Abou-Simbel, with the 
difference only of being written verti- 
cally instead of horizontally. These 
hieroglyphics occur on either side of 
the crux ansata, which occupies the 
centre of the frieze : on one side they 
are written from right to left, and on 
the other from left to right. The hie* 
roglyphics on the upper part of Cleo-. 
patra's needles at Alexandria, are 
exactly the same ; and we noticed 
similar characters on the two great 
obelisks at Luxor. 

Towards the close of the evening we 
had another quarrel with Hassan, who 
drew his dagger ou Mr. Belzoni, utter- 
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ing savage imprecations, aiid saying, 
that all who disbelieved in the prophet 
were dogs. We made a great effort to 
get him out of the boat ; but the reis 
and crew adhered together so much, 
^at we could not succeed. In this 
country it is difficult to chastise an 
insult; for should a traveller so far 
forget himself as to use a weapon 
against a Nubian, he would be sure to 
be sacrificed, as the whole country 
would rise against him, and escape 
would be impossible.* A pistol went 
off twice by accident in the boat during 
these unpleasant disputes ; but, fortu- 
nately, did no harm; and Captain Irby 
had his hand much cut in wresting a 
dagger from Hassan, who, foaming 
with rstge, was in the act of stabbing 
Mr. Belzoni. It is not a year ago, 
mnce a Russian was murdered a little 
above Derry : he was in company with 
another who escaped to Assuan ; they 
were unfortunately unarmed. Our 
reis and one of the sailors quitted the 
boat in consequence of our last quarrel. 
Wednesday, August 6. — We started 
at dawn on our voyage. About seven 
the reis returned. He now wanted to 
land the statues and leave them behind. 
This we told him he should not do; and 
advised him to beware what tricks he 
played us, as we would bring him to 
an account at Assuan, where, at least, 
there is some sort of government. 
Our young mameluke joined us this 
morning, having been robbed of his 
money and the reed-raft which he had 
purchased. About noon we inspected 
the small temple at Offidena, which 
has been left in so unfinished a state, 
that it is difficult to make much out of 
it. All that is at present to be seen is 
a small peristyle hall, with fourteen 
pillars ; but neither the columns, their 
capitals, nor the sides of the hall, are 
finished. The Greek Christians had 
converted this temple into a chapel. 
On the ruined wall of a detached 
building, there are three figures, evi- 
dently not Egyptian. They are in 
intaglio, and are either of ancient 
Greek or Roman workmanship. They 

* This part of the country has, however, 
been since garrisoned and taken possession of 
by Mahommed Ali 



appear to represent an Egyptian, and 
a Grecian priest and priestess. In the 
same tablet is a figure of Isis, with 
Horus presenting her an offering. 

The people came and crowded round 
us here, asking for backsheeish. AA 
they demanded it in a very imperti^ 
nent matmer, we did not give them 
anything till we had explained to them 
that a more quiet mode of begging 
would have got them more money. 
We endeavoured here to purchase a 
statue, the same that we had attempted 
to buy on going up ; but, after being 
detained about two hours, we were 
obUged to give it up. 

In the evening we visited the temple 
at Dekki. The exterior and part of 
the interior of this temple have no»t 
been finished ; but the basso-relievo ia 
the interior bears every mark of hav- 
ing been executed by a skilful artist. 
Only one chamber, however, has been 
completed with stucco afld painting. 
The whole building is on a small scale, 
but the plan is very neat ; it is 
approached by a pylon, beyond which 
is a portico of two columns in front. 
Within this are three small but dis- 
tinct chambers : the centre apartment 
is narrow, with a smaller one on each 
side. One of these had steps by which 
you may ascend to the top of the 
temple. The width of the building is 
narrower than that of the pylon, and a 
wall from the exterior of the latter 
surrounded it. The entrance of the 
pylon is covered with Greek inscrip- 
tions; amongst which, several com- 
memorate the homage paid to the god 
Mercury, by Greek and Roman visi- 
tors ; the latter under the reign of 
Tiberius Csesar. This temple, like 
some others in Nubia, has been subse- 
quently used as a Greek chapel, as 
appears by their daubed paintings 
Other ruins are scattered about near 
the temple : probably those of some 
small town. 

Thursday , August 7. — We starte*! 
at dawn, and visited the temple of 
Garbe Girshe. The natives here have 
a very bad character. Last year tliey 
murdered a soldier of the paslia's, 
and not having been punished fur it, 
have become remarkably insolent. 
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backsheeish in a quiet manner, and we 
gave them some. This temple is prin- 
cipally an excavation in the rock, hut 
has heen fronted hy a huilt portico or 
peristyle hall ; of which four terms on 
each side, and two pillars in front) 
remain in a mutilated state. But there 
have been many more of the latter ; 
and probably it was approached by a 
flight of steps preceded by an avenue 
of sphinxes, fragments of which still 
remain. The excavated chambers 
have a black and dismal appearance, 
and the interior ones have become the 
habitation of bats. In plan it is not 
dissimilar to the great temple at Abou. 
Simbel, but much smaller; and the 
sculpture is unusually bad and heavy. 
The first chamber is 19 paces by 
18, and is supported by six terms, 
three on each side of the centre, 
with alto-r^ievo figures of Osiris in 
an erect posture ; but, instead of the 
arms being across the breast, with the 
scourge in one hand and the hook in 
the oUier, as at Abou-Simbel, both the 
insignia are here in the right hand, 
which is uplifted, while the left bangs 
down : these are executed in a most 
heavy and unsightly manner. On either 
side of this chamber are four niches, 
in each of which are four ^tc^Mievo 
figures. The second chamber isismaller, 
supported by two pilasters, one on 
each side of the centre. Beyond this 
is the sanctuary, which is small ; the 
altar remains in it, and four sitting 
statues at the further end. There is a 
small chamber on each side of the 
sanctuary ; and side apartments lead- 
ing from the second chamber. 

Towards sun-set we inspected the 
temple of Garbe Dendour. This is a 
small unfinished edifice. It is built 
with a small portico of two columns in 
front, and mis two small chambers 
within it. The sanctuary at the back 
is an excavation in the rock, before 
which the temple is built. Before the 
building is a portal and a square space 
walled in, probably intended as a quay 
to protect the edifice from the river 
near which it stands— Garbe Merie. 
We passed this place without stopping. 



imthiag- hot the broken 
wall of a temple with hieroglyphics 
on it. 

In the evening we landed at Kalap- 
sche, and went up to see the temple. 
Here we found all the natives collected 
together, armed with their daggers, to 
dispute the entrance. We demanded 
the reason of their being assembled in 
such numbers, and what they wanted: 
they said they must be paid before we 
entered the temple. We asked the 
speaker if he meant that he himself 
was to be paid, or who it was that we 
were to give money to. They all cried 
out, that we must pay every one of 
them. Now, as there were about sixty, 
and others were arriving, we thought 
it a bad speculation, and explained to 
them that we cared very little about 
going into the temple, as we had 
already inspected it ; but that, if they 
chose to let us enter, we would give 
them a reasonable present when we 
came out. While we were settling 
this, our janissary thought fit to pick 
a quarrel with the natives, abusing 
them all, calling them thieves, and 
saying we would enter the temple by 
force. In consequence of this, they all 
rushed on him with their drawn dag- 
gers, and had nearly wrenched his 
musket from him, when, thinking it 
high time, we fiew to his rescue, and, 
after much struggling, succeeded in 
regaining him his arms. We were 
now glad to get to the boat, being well 
hooted as we went down ; and, on our 
shoving ofi", they pelted us with stones. 
We fired a musket over their hieads, to 
show them that we had ammunition. 
Our Greek servant told us, that, while 
we were absent, one villain had entered 
the boat with a drawn sword, and was 
proceeding to plunder it, when, con. 
ceiving that this was cariying things 
a little too far, he pointed a loaded 
gun at the fellow's head, with a threat 
that he would lay him dead on the spot 
unless he desisted. This timely firm- 
ness caused him to quit the bark ; the 
crew all the while not interfering or 
saying a word. We commended the 
Greek for his presence of mind ; but 
had not so much reason to be satisfied 
with the janissary, whose unseasonable 
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rashness alone prevented our seeing 
the temple ; this was the more pro- 
voking, as higher up the river such a 
Ht of valour might occasionally have 
been of use. 

It is a great inconvenience to a tra- 
veller in this region that both servants 
and interpreters always think them- 
selves wiser than their masters ; and, 
therefore, when they are desired to say 
or do anything, always act according 
to the dictates of their own judgment, 
never letting their employer's wishes 
influence them. When interpreting 
they never tell you half what is said, 
and frequently when you explain some- 
thing which you are anxious should be 
interpreted, they answer, " Yes, yes, I 
know it ;" never thinking of telling the 
other party, but taking it for granted 
you are speaking for their information, 
not for the purpose of their explaining 
your words to others. 

This evening we repassed the gates 
of Nubia. As the Nile was now high, 
and the river at this point is much 
contracted by the approach of the 
mountains on both sides, the rocks 
jutting down perpendicularly into the 
water, our crew, in the hope of obtain, 
ing backsheeish, made a great merit of 
taking the boat through the rapids ; 
but, though noticing all that was going 
forward, we took care, by an assumed 
carelessness, to make them think that 
we were regardless of the whole pro- 
ceeding, and thus escaped an additional 
tax. 

This evening the current drove us 
past the two small temples of Teffa. 
Mr. Belzoni, who has seen them, says 
that only one of them is finished ; it is 
dedicated to Isis, and is about 20 ft. 
square ; it is in a dirty state, being 
used as a cow-house — not a bad appli- 
cation for a temple of Isis, to whom 
the cow was peculiarly sacred. The 
other, which is of the same size, and 
situated near the former (both being 
on the western bank of the river and 
near the water's edge), has never been 
completed. 

Just before dark we went to visit 
Hindaw. The ruins in this quarter 
are very extensive, but nothing can be 
distinctly made out as to the nature of 



the buildings, which, whatever they 
may have been intended for, have never 
been finished. Beginning from the 
southward, the first object is a great 
square, situated on a bed of rock sur* 
rounded by an unfinished wall, built 
of immense blocks of calcareous stone. 
On the north side, in the middle, there 
is a portal similar to those by which 
the Egyptian temples are generally 
approached : the top of the door-way 
is ornamented with the winged globe, 
and a figure of Isis, in basso-relievo, 
appears half finished on the side of it. 
It is not improbable that this wall 
(which incloses a space about half-a- 
mile square) may have been intended 
to surround several temples ; its extent 
being too great for us to suppose that 
only one was intended to be constructed 
within it. Further north is an exten- 
sive quarry, from which, it is probable, 
the stone for these buildings was ob- 
tained. Within this quarry we per- 
ceived a doorway carved in the Egyp- 
tian style ; and on each side of it a 
convexity, as if it had been intended 
to carve out pillars. There is also a 
niche, with a bust of Roman execution 
on each side, and forty-two very perfect 
Greek inscriptions, written in the time 
of the Romans, to coucunemorate the 
visits of various generals, and other 
persons of distinction, who had come 
here to pay their vows. Mr. Bankea 
copied all these. To the northward 
of the quarry, on an eminence, is a 
small unfinished portico, of two pillars 
on each side, and two in the front ; the 
capitals are finely executed : those of 
the former combine the lotus fiower 
with the vine, date, and doura grain ; 
the latter have a quadruple head of 
Isis. 

Friday^ August 8. — At noon we in- 
spected the temple at Daboude ; it is 
situated about twp hundred yards from 
the river side, and is altogether un- 
finished. The approach is by three 
portals. The temple consists of a 
portico, composed of four columns in 
front, and a wall of intercolumniatiou 
reaching half way up the pillars. 
Within, there are two chambers and 
a sanctuary : the latter contains two 
handsome monolithe cages of red gra- 
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nite, between 6 and 7 feet highland 
about 4 broad ; these are the only 
objects of interest which the temple 
contains. Towards the river side, on 
the banks, are the remains of a quay. 
To-day the murderer quitted the bark, 
not daring to show himself near Phike: 
he did not appear ashamed of the 
crime which he had committed. 

In the evening our crew stopped at 
their village, and brought a scabby, 
half-starved lamb as a present to us. 
We could not forbear from laughing, 
as it was really the most pitiful animal 
we had seen in the country ; and it 
must have put them to no small trouble 
to find such a specimen. We refused 
the present most stoutly, but it was all 
in vain ; they forced it into the boat. 
At three we arrived at Philae, called 
by Hamilton and Burckhardt, Giesiret 
el Berbe el Ghassir, or Giesiret Anas 
el Wodjoud. The first of these names 
means the Island of ruined Temples — 
not an inapt denomiuation. Philse is 
the easternmost of a group of islands 
and roeks which compose the first 
cataract. It is about half-a-mile long, 
rather high, and, being entirely covert 
with magnificent ruins, has a grand 
and imposing appearance: the lofty 
pylons are seen at a great distance, 
and produce a fine efiect. The island 
divides the Nile into two streams, and 
the water, finding so great an impedi- 
ment in its course, rushes by with 
considerable velocity. The principal 
edifices are approached by an avenue 
formed on each side by a gallery sup- 
ported by columns, the capitals of all 
which are different. There are thirty 
of these pillars on the left, and on the 
right only sixteen, with cells (probably 
the habitation of the priests) within 
them ; the greater part of these last- 
mentioned columns are finished, but 
there are some incomplete. These 
■how that the columns were first con- 
structed and erected in the rough, and 
that the sculpture was finished after- 
wards. The rough outlines which we 
found traced were very curious ; and, 
neatly as all the capitals are sculptured, 
the artist who finished them had but a 
rough and coarse pattern to guide him. 
The difierenceiuthe numberof columns 



in the two galleries is occasioned by a 
small temple having been situated at 
each end of the one on the right : these 
temples are now entirely ruined. At 
the end of the avenue is a large pylon^ 
formed by two moles. The entrance 
in the centre has had two lions, and 
two small obelisks of red granite, or. 
namented with hieroglyphics, b^ore 
it. It is on the pedestal of one of these 
latter that Mr. Bankes discovered the 
Greek inscription ; and it is on the 
doorway of this pylon that the inscrip- 
tion was written, announcing that this 
island was the boundary of the French 
conquests in £gypt, and consequently 
of their progress up the Nile. The 
following is a verbatim copy of it : — 

^'R^publique Fran9oiBe, An .6, Le 
13 Messidor. Une Arm^e Fran^oise 
commandee par Bonaparte est descen- 
due a Alexandrie. L*Arm€e ayant mis, 
vingt jours apres,lesMamlouks enfuite 
aux Pyramides, Dessaix, comman- 
dant la premiere Division, les a pour- 
suivis au-dela,jusqu* aux Cataracts, oii 
il est arriv^ le 13 Yentose, 3 Mars. 
Les G^neraux de Brigade." Here 
follow the names. 

**An7deia Repvblique, 
de Jes. Chr, 1799." 

It was in the portico of this temple 
that we noticed the elephant as an 
hieroglyphic. This is the only instance 
of our finding this svmbol in the 
country. The portico leads through 
the left end of the great pylon, after 
which there is a himdsome court or 
hall, and then you enter the temple. 

We here first noticed a singular im- 
perfection or peculiarity in the sculp- 
ture of the large figure of Isis in the 
great pylon — she has two U^t hands. 
We have since observed the same sin- 
gularity in other places. The Freach 
work has given some of them. In all 
parts of the island, on the sides of the 
temples, are Greek inscriptions, com- 
memorating the worship of Greek and 
Roman generals who have come to pay 
their vows to Isis and Serapis. Philte 
is said to have been the spot where 
Isis was appeased of her wrath for the 
violence offered by Typhon to her hus- 
band ; and hence wefind no less than 
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four temples dedicated to her in so 
small a compass. 

Before I quit Nubia, I will add a few 
observations on the country and its 
inhabitants. At present only two Eng- 
lish travellers have been in this coun- 
try. Mr. Hamilton, Colonel Leake, and 
Captain Hayes, visited Daboude, but 
were prevented from advancing further 
by the united efforts of ^e cashiefs, 
and the mameluke bey, Elfi. Mr. 
Hamilton's book contains the result of 
the mission into Upper Egypt. The 
French had penetrated oily as far as 
PhilsQ, where they left the inscription 
just given. Several years elapsed 
before any European travellers entered 
Nubia, when Burckhardt led the way, 
and was followed by Mr. Legh and 
Mr. Bankes * — the former has pub- 
lished. 

Immediately after passing the first 
cataract, the traveller observes that 
the Mockatem and Lybian chains of 
mountains close in upon the Nile : 
this remark is applicable, with few 
exceptions, throughout Nubia, at least 
as far as we went ; there is, conse. 
quently, only a narrow strip of culti- 
vated land on either bank of the river. 
The ancients, to preserve (he soil and 
prevent the rapid stream from washing 
away the land, eoiustructed immense 
walls, or, more properly speaking, 
jtters, built of huge masses of stone 
piled one on the other, and reaching 
into the river from the foot of the 
mountain, or rather the limit of the 
Nile's rising, io the point of the water's 
lowest ebb. These piers are invariably 
bnilt at right angles with the stream, 
and are generaUy about 15 ft; wide. 
As they are very numerous, and as 
the labour and expense of their eon- 
stmetion must have been prodigious, 
some idea may be formed of the im- 
portance that was attached to them. 
From the number of temples, and 
Dram the fine plains of loamy soil, now 
generally covered with a surface of 
sand a foot thick, which makes them 
look like the rest of the desert, there 
is «very reason to suppose that this 
eonntnr was once both populous and 
floorishing. At the time of the height 
of ISgyptian power, it was considered 



as an integral part of the sta'te ; this is 
evident from the figures and devioos 
in the temples resenabling in eveiy 
respect those of Egypt. Of the land 
in Nubia which might be cultivated, I 
do not suppose one-fourth is made use 
of; this indifference to agricultural 
pursuits proceeds from the despotic 
nature of the government, where the 
authorities think of noUiing but making 
the most of their situations whilst they 
hold them, consequently their sole 
aim is to get money, no matter how it 
is procured. A licentious soldiery are 
ever ready to contribute to the oppres- 
sion of the inhabitants, more especially 
when the funds from whence they 
derive then* own pay and emoluments 
are drawn from this source. This 
observation applies to Egypt as well 
as to Nubia, only that the fact is more 
easily perceived in the latter country. 
The consequence is, that fhe date 
palm, the fruit of which ripens without 
cultivation, and which pays no duty, 
is here more encouraged than any 
other production, and the date may 
safely be called the staple of the coun- 
try. The doura, which is the Holcus 
arundinaceus of Linnaeus, is the only 
grain to be met with ; it makes very 
good bread, but they grow barely suffi- 
cient for their own subsistence : indeed, 
it is so prked, that they frequently 
prefer it to money in payment for the 
articles we purchased. The miri, or 
land-tax, is paid at the rate of ten 
dollars per sackey, consequently every 
sackey which the Nubians build be- 
comes an additional inducement to the 
Turks to come into their country ; and 
it is only tiie scantiness of the produce 
which deters the pasha from quar- 
tering his troops on them; this the 
crafty natives are well aware of, and 
take care to put no temptation in his 
way. The present mode of collecting 
the miri in Nubia, is by sending thither 
annually about two hundred Turkish 
soldiers in boats, and the money they 
get hardly defrays the expenses of the 
expedition. The duty is not paid in 
cash, but in doura, which they pur- 
chase back from the Turks ; but they 
generally contrive that the soldiers do 
not return very full-handed. These 
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Boldiers usually make Derry their 
head-quarters, and remain about six 
weeks in the country, during which 
time the cashiefs retire into the moun- 
tains, and the natives conceal their 
arms, which are always taken from 
them whenever they are found. In 
several parts of Nubia we noticed the 
sites of ancient towns, indicated, as in 
Egypt, by mounds of rubbish. 

As we resided longer in the country, 
and had more dealings with the natives 
than any other Europeans have ever 
had, 1 shall subjoin a few remarks 
regarding them. The Nubians are a 
Tery distinct race of people from the 
Arabs. Their dress is commonly a 
loose white shirt and a turban ; some- 
times they are uncovered, except a 
cloth round the waist. They are very 
superstitious, most of them wearing 
charms to keep off " the evil eye," or 
other apprehended ills. These charms 
consist of some words written on a 
scrap of paper, and sewn up in leather ; 
they are worn mostly on the right 
arm over the elbow, and sometimes 
round the neck. All the cashiefs we 
saw had them, and one Nubian dandy 
had nine of these appendages. These 
people pride themselves on their cun- 
ning schemes to deceive strangers. 
Few of them smoke, instead of which 
they use salt and tobacco mixed, enve- 
loped in wool, and kept between the 
under lip and gum ; the boys com- 
mence this practice when quite young. 
They are all rogues, but being br^ 
up such, do not think there is any 
harm in being so ; the opprobrious 
terms^ harame, cadab, (thief, liar,) are 
not considered abusive with them, as 
they have no notion of honesty, and can- 
not possibly keep from pilfering any- 
thing within their reach ; we detected 
our sailors at this work almost daUy, 
but they always made a joke of it. 
The several districts differ much in 
regard to dress, and particularly in the 
manner of wearing the hair : some 
have it curled, << k la Brutus," others 
plaited and hanging down with great 
uniformity, in ringlets, to the shoulders, 
where it is cut off square at the bottom, 
and looks exactly like a mop. These 
latter grease their locks plentifully 



with oil ; the former have generally a 
skewer sticking in their hair in readi- 
ness to disturb any animalcule which 
may bite too hard. There is great 
difference in the features and make of 
the several Nubian tribes : the natives 
of Elpha are tall and good-looking ; 
the people of Derry ugly and deformed ; 
the tribe at Armada are small, but 
handsome, and well made ; all of them 
are considerably darker than the Arabs. 
Nubians are frugal in their mode of 
living, subsisting principally on doura, 
made into flat okkes, and baked on a 
heated stone, and on sour milk and 
dates. It is usual to see a man set 
out on a journey of several days with 
no other provision than a small bag of 
dates. They eat the offal of all the 
beasts they kill, not rejecting any part ; 
and when we were at the village to 
which the crew belonged, the women 
came down eagerly to dispute for some 
fowls, which, having died, had been 
thrown on shore. They are great 
boasters, but do not appear to have 
any firmness ; and they have an espe- 
cial aversion to fire-arms. They evince 
much outward show of religion, pray- 
ing four or five times a day ; and to 
display their piety, they leave the sand 
on their foreheads, which sticks there 
while they are performing their devo- 
tions. They are respectful to their 
cashiefs, to whom they refer all their 
quarrels and disputes. They are inva- 
riably armed, and appear very proud 
of their weapons ; most of them carry 
a dagger on tiie left arm, a long pike 
and a sword slung across the back. 
The boys, when young, have weapons 
given them ; this, they imagine, shows 
their independence, and they acknow- 
ledge no government. They are ex- 
ceedingly passionate with each other, 
but are soon reconciled, even after the 
most inveterate abuse. They adhere 
together, and no bribes can separate 
them ; we never saw an instance in 
which we had any of them on our side, 
or where they revealed anything to us. 
Ear-rings are conunon amongst the 
men ; they usually have but one, and 
it IB immaterial in which ear it is worn. 
They eat the locusts grilled, and affirm 
that they are good. Necessity has led 
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them to the only manufacture which 
they possess. It consists of neat dose- 
gramed platters, made of the date-tree, 
to contain their milk and food. No 
earthenware is made in the country ; 
their water-jars are brought from 
Egypt. 

The women do not cover their faces 
so scrupulously as the Arabs ; they are 
not ill-looking, are generally well made, 
and have good figures. They wear a 
brown garment reaching down to the 
ankles ; it is thrown over the right 
shoulder, comes close under the left 
arm, the shoulder of which is bare, and 
has not an ungraceful appearance ; they 
are very partial to rings and bracelets ; 
tile former are frequently worn at the 
nose, the latter are made of one piece 
of brown glass, which, not yielding and 
being forced on as small as possible, 
often causes much pain : they always 
go bare-fcpted. Young girls have a 
oorering round their loins made of 



strips 'of leather, hanging down and 
ornamented with cowry-shells and 
beads. The hair of the women is 
plaited somewhat like the men's, and 
greased with oil. The Barabras, from 
their frugal mode of life, are subject to 
few diseases. They are all marked 
with one, and sometimes two, scars on 
the spine of the back, where they have 
been burnt for the cure of an endemial 
disease, which attacks them when 
young. This mode of treatment draws 
all the humours to one spot, and keeps 
the discharge open till the patient is 
recovering ; experience has doubtless 
shown it to be often successful. A boy, 
while we were at Abou-Simbel, was in 
a state of cure, and accidentally injured 
the part, which caused it to bleed ; 
the father immediately applied a re- 
medy, of which there is no scarcity in 
the country. He threw some sand 
upon the wound, which soon appeased 
the boy's cries and pain* 
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Tuevlayy August 12.— After about 
four hours' disputing and bargaining 
with the crew, w^e persuaded them to 
take us down the cataract in the boat, 
for the sum of fifty piastres ; but they 
would not start unless we pud them 
every para of the money beforehand. 
We tried to induce them to take half 
the cash at first, and the other half on 
cur arrival ; but, no, they must have it 
all. It was of course the same to us, 
whether we paidthem before or after ; 
but knowing their character, we were 
afraid that when they once got the 
money, they would turn our things out 
of the boat and take themselves off, 
especially as there was a great crowd 
assembled who would have aided them 
in any of their pranks. We could not 
belp laughing when we found that^how- 



ever unfavourable an opinion we had 
formed of them, they were equally 
suspicious of us. Having at length 
given them the money, they prepared 
to depart. A pilot and eight additional 
hands came on board to conduct ns 
down. Just before putting off, Hassan 
sneaked off and disappeared, dreading, 
no doubt, the report we should make 
of him to the Aga. We were about 
two hours on our passage, which was 
amongst all the windings and turnings 
of the innumerable islands which form 
the rapids, for cataract there is none. 
The scenery was wild, barren, and 
romantic. Sometimes the bark was 
carried away pretty sharply by the 
stream, and occasionally, when she was 
roughly handled in the vortex of the 
current, the sailors cried out, ^ tyep , 
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tyepf* (good, good») and aaked ns whe- 
ther they were not bold fellows for 
undertaking what they had done. At 
times they made such a violent noise, 
all speaking and bawling at once, that 
a person not used to Nubian manners 
would have thought the whole concern 
was going to the bottom. The boat 
only struck once, but it gave her a pro- 
digious shock, and made us fully sen* 
sible of the hardness of granite rooks. 
The sailors immediately began to sound 
the well, expecting that she was bilged, 
but she did not make much water, and 
we soon got off. At the commence- 
ment of the rapid, and while near 
Philie, we observed oyster-shells in- 
crusted on the granite rocks, bordming 
on the river ; some of them were very 
perfect and large. We reached Assuan 
(the ancient Syeoe) in the evening. 
Mr. Ruppell, a German traveller who 
was at Thebes with us, discovered on 
one of the barren and uninhabited 
islands which compose the fall, a fine 
tablet of red granite, with a perfect 
Greek inscription on it, of great inter- 
est. This stone Mr. Ruppell takes 
with him to Frankfort, to be presented 
to the musuem of that town. 

On our arrival at Assuan, we pro- 
ceeded to visit the ancient granite 
quarries in the neighbourhood. Our 
principal object was to examine the 
column which is there, and which has 
a Latin inscription upon it of some 
interest. At first our guide lost his 
vay, and took us to another part of the 
quarry, where we found an immense 
granite basin, 17 ft. long, by 7 wide, 
ud 3 deep. It is hewn out in the 
Mugh, and is narrower at the bottom 
than the top. We were at a loss to 
imagine for what purpose such an im- 
mense vessel could be intended, unless 
lor a bath. The whole of this quarry 
"was highly interesting. Here we had 
«& opportunity of noticing the manner 
in which the ancients used to cut the 
prodigious masses which one meets 
with throughout Egypt. It appeara, 
that, when they wanted to detach a 
nisSit they cut niches in a right line 
throughout the piece they intended 
removing : these niches were about 
2 ft. apart, 5 or 6 in. long, and about 



3 deep, by 24 broad. As soon as they 
were finished, the block was separated 
by some violent blow or concussion, 
we met in all directions specimens of 
the progress of their work ; some 
masses were but half detached, others 
wholly separated; here we saw an 
obelisk in the rough, and there a 
column. The whole was a most inte- 
resting sight. The ancient road, regu- 
larly paved with granite, is still plainly 
to be seen, though the sand covers a 
great part : in the vacancies between 
the hills are causeways, some of con- 
siderable length, to connect the ele- 
vated parts one with the other, and 
thus keep a communication open with 
the several quarries. All these roads 
lead to two principal ones which .con- 
duct to Assuan. We now searched 
for the column with tiie inscription, 
and at last found it. The pilliu* is 
small, not being more than 10 ft. in 
length, by about 3 ft. in diameter ; the 
inscription is tolerably perfect. An 
Arab, acquainted with Mr. Belzoni, 
told him of it, and that no traveller 
had seen it until last year. As 
Mr. Belzoni had copied the writing, we 
did not think it worth while to do so. 
Its purport is as follows : — " To Jupi- 
ter Ammon, Kneephis Bona (the Good 
Spirit), and to Juno the Queen, under 
whose protection is this mountain, in 
which were discovered nine quarries 
near Philse, during the happy age of 
the Roman Empire, under the most 
pious Emperors, Severus and Cara- 

calla, and , and Julia Domna, 

his august mother ; and a vast number 
of statues and large columns were taken 
out of these quarries by Aquila, pre- 
fect of Egypt* • Cnr89 Magna Opera,' ** 
which Mr. Salt interprets, ** under 
his directions, Aurelius Helio^abalus 
ordered this stone to be erected in the 
calends of March." The vacant space 
before Julia Domna, the mother, is 
where the name of " Geta»" the other 
brother wis erased. Caracalla, having 
murdered him, ordered his name to be 
blotted out of every inscription where 
it was inserted. Mr. Salt tells va, 
that there is one instance of this at 
Rome, and that he has met another on 
an inscription, discovered at the late 
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excavation of the sphinx. As the 
inscription aays, that the Romans dis- 
covered the nine quarries, not that they 
made them, one most infer that they 
were first worked by the Egyptians ; 
and as they were so numerous, and of 
such magnitude, they must have been 
of great consequence, and are doubt- 
less of the most remote antiquity. It 
is difficult to understand how the 
Egyptians could have cut, hollowed 
out, and polished, such immense blocks 
of tiie hardest stone without the use of 
iron, a metal which they are said to 
have been wholly ignorant of. The 
niches above mentioned may probably 
have been cut with brass. We exa- 
mined the construction of numerous 
mummy cases, and boxes containing 
the sacred emblems of the Egyptians ; 
they were invariably fastened with 
wooden pegs, no nail of any descrip- 
tion being visible. Some <^ the 
cases were of beautifUl workmanship. 
Mr. Ruppell had two legs of a chair 
elegantly-worked in the form of a lion's 
feet and paws. These specimens of 
cabinet-making bespeik great taste 
and judgment ; and it is difficult to 
conceive that they could have been 
carved with brazen tools. The negroes 
bx the SoulAt Sea at this day certainly 
out hard woods shaped as clubs, and 
ornament them in the most exquisite 
st^le ; but I doubt much if they could 
with theur flhits make eases and boxes: 

Syene i^s the place to which Juve- 
nal was banished by the Emperor 
Domituin, being sent there with the 
title of ** Governor of the Frontier of 
Egypt :'' he returned to Rome at 
eighty years of age. Assuan has no- 
tiling to interest the traveller ; an 
immense heap 6f rubbish lies behind 
the town, which is a dirty, ill-built 
place. • 

Wednesday, Augwtt 13. — This morn- 
ing the Aga came to pay us a visit : he 
was asleep all yesterday, for as the 
ramadan prevents them from eating 
and drinking during the day, the great 
peopltf invert the order of things by 
sleeping during that time, and sitting 
up and feasting all night. We com- 
plained to him of the treatment we 
had experienced from our crew. He 



told us that they were a notorious set 
of rascals ; that no one would employ 
their boat, their character being so 
bad, that people were afraid to trust 
their goods in their hands. Our friends 
had not waited to be catechised for 
their conduct, but took themselves ofif 
the day before, after having made 
great efforts to persuade us to give 
them some more backsheeish. We 
visited Elephantina, so glowingly de- 
scribed by Denon. It certainly has a 
pleasing, flourishing appearance, the 
north end being richly covered with 
fine crops of doura ; and there az^ 
also a few palm-trees. The south end 
of the island is high, and here are 
situated the ruins of the ancient town, 
together with the temples, only one of 
which, dedicated to the serpent Knee- 
phis, is in any degree perfect; it is 
small, with an ante-chamber and sanc- 
tuary. There are the remains of 
several others, but so mutilated that 
nothing can be made out. A hish 
quay leads directly down to the Nile 
at the S. E. end. At eleven o'clock 
we started on our return, having hired 
a boat to take us to Thebes for 120 
piastres. 

Thursday f August 14. — We in- 
spected Koum Orabo, the ancient 
Ombos. Here are the remains of twa 
temples situated on a promontory of 
the Nile's eastern bank ; the large one, 
dedicated to the crocodile (as appears 
by the principal offerings being pre- 
sented to a deity having the head of 
that animal), is situated at a short dis- 
tance froni the river, which it fronts. 
The smaller one, to Isis, is close to 
the river side ; and not far distant 
from the other, to the S. W., and close 
to the river side, is a building which ap- 
pears to be part of an unfinished pylon. 
There is a whimsical irregularity in 
this edifice : the base is built of small 
blocks of stone, which gradually in- 
crease in size till you come to the 
top, where are the largest masses of 
all. The large temple consists of a 
portico of three rows of columns, five 
in each row : the column at each of 
the outer angles has fallen. The cor- 
nice, only parts of which are pei*fecty 
is ornamented with four winged globes. 
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The frieze consists of a double border 
of large hieroglyphics. The columns 
are of great dimensions, and have dis- 
similar capitals surmounted by a plinth. 
There are two entrances, one on each 
side of the centre pillars ; this is occa- 
sioned by the unusual circumstance of 
there being an odd number of columns 
in front : these entrances conduct to 
another ruined apartment, originally 
supported by ten pillars in two rows 
of five each ; beyond which are three 
other apartments ; the communication 
from the one to the other is by two 
large doors, one on either side, instead 
of a centre one usual in most Egyptian 
temples. The cornice over the en- 
trance, on the left, from the second to 
the third apartment, has an inscription 
in Greek, stating that it was written 
by direction of Ptolemy and Cleopatra, 
and that the temple was dedicated to 
Apollo, &c. The decorations of this 
e^fice are in basso-relievo, highly 
finished, and in a good style. Amongst 
the figures, we noticed the lion with 
the hawk*s head, similar to the statues 
we found at Abou-Simbel — a union we 
had not elsewhere noticed. The small 
temple of Isis points to the south ; it 
consists of a small portico of four 
columns, surmounted by the usual 
quadruple head of the deity, with the 
passage in the centre ; and beyond the 
portico are two chambers and a sanc- 
tuary ; but all the western side of the 
temple has fallen into the river, and 
with it the chief part of the flooring of 
the chambers, together with a large 
plain altar of black basalt, which had 
evidently been in the sanctuary. The 
want of hieroglyphical inscriptions on 
this altar is probably the only cause 
why travellers have not removed it. 
The ornamental parts of this temple 
are in no way inferior to those of the 
larger edifice ; we did not, however, 
notice any representations that we had 
not before seen. In consequence of 
the elevation of Koum Ombo, the view 
is extensive, but the country to the 
north and east presents nothing but a 
barren, sandy desert ; to the S. E. 
there is a small portion of land culti- 
vated. Opposite to the temple, in the 
middle of the Nile, is the large island 



of the Mansouria, which is highly cul- 
tivated, and a smaller island to the 
south, the soil of which is also good. 
Exclusive of the temples, the promon. 
tory of Koum Ombo has several Sara- 
cenic ruins of both baked and sun- 
burnt brick ; and the ruins of the 
ancient town are marked by the rub- 
bish of the former material. 

We visited Djibel Selsilis. This 
name, which means " mountains of the 
chain," has been given from a tradi- 
tion that a chain was here drawn 
across the river, to prevent the irrup- 
tion of any hostile parties from above. 
The principal objects of interest are 
several small temples hollowed out of 
the rock, which is of calcareous stone. 
The northernmost consists of a portico 
and sanctuary, with three recesses in 
the latter, containing statues in alto- 
relievo ; the walls have been stuccoed 
and painted, but at present are so 
much disfigured that little or nothing 
can be made out. To the southward 
are two other small temples, each 
consisting of one single niche or hollow 
in the rock. The fronts of both have 
two handsome columns, together with 
a cornice and frieze, executed with 
considerable taste. The colouring 
must have been extremely rich. 
There are numerous other niches 
with statues, &c. The quarries near 
this spot are very extensive ; and one 
large detached block, of considerable 
height, would seem to be the mass of 
stone where the chain which secured 
the river was fastened. On the oppo- 
site side of the river the quarries are 
also numerous ; the vicinity of the 
Nile, so favourable for embarking 
and transporting the stone, was no 
doubt the principal inducement to the 
Egyptians to establish these extensive 
works. 

On Friday f August 15, we reached 
Edfoo, the ancient ^ Apollinopolis 
Magna.*' It is situated in a fertile 
plain, at a short distance from the 
western bank of the Nile. The large 
temple appears to have been one of 
the most magnificent of any in Egypt; 
though in beauty it must yield to Ten- 
tyi>a and some few others. It consists 
of a remarkably high pylon, the exterior 
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wall of which is sculptnred with a large 
figure on each side, sacrificing a num- 
ber of human victims ; and above 
these are two rows of figures presenting 
offerings to Osiris and Isis. The in- 
side of the pylon is decorated similarly; 
the cornice is imperfect as far as the 
toms, or astragal moulding, which at 
present forms the summit of the pylon. 
Within is a large and magnificent 
peristyle court, forming an oblong 
square, with a covered gallery sup- 
ported by columns on each side ; be- 
yond this is the portico of the temple, 
presenting a front of six pillars, behind 
which are two other rows, making 
eighteen pillars in all ; those in front 
have had a wall of intercolumniation 
reaching up half their height. These 
pUiars appeared to be of very large 
dimensions, but on measuring them 
we found the upper part of the shaft 
to be only 6 feet 4 inches in diameter, 
while those at Carnack are 11 feet 6 
inches at the base of the column. This 
portico is filled with rubbish more than 
two-thirds up to the roof. The frieze 
in front of the portico is ornamented 
with a row of standing figures of mon- 
keys, in basso-relievo, and the archi- 
traves within have rows of figures of 
Isis sitting on a chair. The chambers 
of the temple are inaccessible, as the 
rubbish which fills the portico blocks 
up the door. The whole of the large 
peristyle court, and the top of the 
portico, and other parts of the temple, 
are covered with the mud-built huts 
of the modem town of Edfoo. The 
temple is surrounded by a wall, about 
8 feet thick, which is continued in a 
line from the outer part of the gallery 
of ihe peristyle, leaving a passage be- 
tween the sides of the temple and the 
wall. The exterior of the edifice, and 
both sides of the wall, are ornamented 
with offerings and hieroglyphics; we 
remarked nothing novel in the symbolic 
representations, excepting the horse, 
an animal we had not before seen in 
this character. The ruins of the 
ancient ApoUinopolis Magna are high, 
but not extensive. The paltry modern 
town of Edfoo presents a striking con- 
trast to the magnificence of the ancient 
buildings ; seen from the top of the 



lofty pylon, the huts at its foot, uid in 
the peristyle court, do not look like 
human dwellings. You here enjoy a 
fine view of the river, and an extensive 
fertile plain. To the S. W. of the 
great temple there is a smaller one^ 
which is nearly buried. An interesting 
discovery was made a few weeks ago 
near this place. A Frenchman, named 
Cailliaud, who understands mineralogy^ 
has lately been employed by the pasha 
to examine the Mockatem and Lybian 
chain in search of coal mines. His 
last trip was to inspect the ancient 
emerald mines, which are south of 
Cossur, at five hours* journey from the 
Red Sea. On his way from the point 
opposite to Edfoo, where he quitted 
the Nile, he crossed a road at two days' 
journey from that place, which appears 
to be the ancient Egyptian road from 
Koptos to Berenice; and he alflo found 
there the ruins of a temple. The road 
is paved with granite, and in some 
places is cut or hollowed out of the solid 
rock. He observed several tablets, 
with hieroglyphic characters and in- 
scriptions, but he could not spare time 
to examine them. We have seen some 
of the specimens from the emei-ald 
mine which Mr. Cailliaud brought with 
him. Our friend Ruppell, who is a 
good mineralogist, and who has made 
a valuable collection, tells us that these 
specimens are composed of black mica; 
it is of a softish, scaly nature, and may 
easily be separated into ]amin». The 
emeralds which we saw were very 
small, and ran in narrow layers through 
the other substance. 

'i his evening, Auyust 15, we stopped 
at £1 Cab, the ancient Eleethias. The 
ruins are situated on the eastern bank 
of the Nile, not far from the river. 
This city has been inclosed by a wall 
of sun -burnt brick, 37 feet thick ; the 
inclosed space is about a mile square. 
Within the great wall is another in- 
closure surrounding the ruins of a 
small temple, and other buildings much 
dilapidated, and consequently unin- 
teresting. At the back of the ruins^ 
in the side of the Mockatem, are several 
sepulchral grottoes, two of which are 
well worthy of notice ; the one is re- 
markable for a highly finished tablet 
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of hieroglyphics, in intaglio ; the other 
is % very interesting chamber. Some 
of the groups have great originality of 
design, and are execated with good 
taste. On the left, as yon enter, the 

.first object of interest is a man writing 
on a tablet, which he holds on his left 
arm ; fronting him are yarious men 
drivuig asses, cattle, pigs, goats, &c.; 
near to these are several hillocks of 
corn, and people in the act of reaping 
and sheafing, with gleaners, &c., fol- 
lowing behind them. After this are 
three distinct rows of agricultural pro- 
ceedings ; the upper one begins with 
two men bearing on their shoulders, 
by means of a long pole, as brewers 
carry a cask, A sort of net basket 
shaped thus >:^^ filled with wheat in 
tile ear; next ^;cj to them are two 

.other men, ^^ one bringing on his 
shoulder anempty basket, while his com. 
panion carries the pole; next is a man 

. in an inclosed space, with six head of 
cattle, treading the corn, their mode of 
threshing. Behind thesearefour people 
winnowing the grain, by holding it up 
over their heads, and pouring it down 
for the wind to blow through it ; near 
these is a man seated on the top of a 
high hillock of grain, and wntmg down 
an account of the quantity , and there 
are four men piling it up. This group 
terminates with two men depositing 
the corn in a square inclosure, which 
was doubtless the granary. The next 
group is a ploughing scene. There are 
two ploughs, each drawn by two oxen; 
a man walks opposite the auimals, 
sowing grain as they advance ; this he 
ta^es from a. basket suspended from 
the yoke across the horns of the beasts. 
Behind him is a person driving a wheel 
harrow ; the ploughs are preceded by 
four men, using a sort of pick-axe in 
the shape of the Greek letter alpha ; 
this was probably to break the clods of 
earth. Further on are four men 
working another plough. Below this 

. scene is a pair of scales ; at one end is 
a man writing an account, while an- 
other is weighing some small articles 

. shaped thus (Q\, and which we think 
may probably ^^'^ represent their loaves, 
as bread is at present sometimes made 
in that form in Egypt. Four of these 



are in one scale, and many others on 
the shelves at the side of the wall ; the 
weight in the other scale is in the 
form of a cow couchant. Next to this 
are persons carrying the weighed arti- 
cles into a boat, by means of a gang* 
board, and near to this boat are three 
other boats already laden, with men 
poling them. The cargo is placed in 
a square magazine, built in the centre 
of a boat, not unlike the cabin of the 
Thamesis. Below is a boat under 
sail ; the sail is square, with a yard at 
the head and foot. It is trimmed by 
means of a wheel, which is attached to 
the foot-yard, acting the part of a 
roller, and working on a pivot on the 
top of the square magazine or cabin, 
which is nearly half the height of the 
mast. There is a door and window to 
the cabin, and seven men are rowing 
on each side : the helms-man steers 
with an oar. The next group repre- 
sents fishermen drawing their net, 
with two men carrying the fish away 
in baskets^ and another splitting them 
and hanging them up to dry. Beneath 
this is another party catching geese 
with a net; after which are others 
employed plucking and trussing them, 
while one man is putting them in jars. 
Above are men plucking grapes, while 
two are carrying them away in bas- 
kets ; six others are pressine them, 
and others filling jars with tne wine. 
Among numerous other groups of 
figures, we noticed a female, standing 
and playing a harp with ten strings. 
The insti*umeDt is rudely shaped, and 
badly finished. Another plays on. a 
wind-instnlment not unlike a clarionet, 
with this difference, that the end is 
not shaped like a trumpet's mouth, bat 
plain. As most of the other groups 
are met with in other places, I do not 
deem it necessary to describe them. 
We visited a small temple situated ii 
the plain, at a short distance to th< 
N. W. The serpent Kneephis is said 
by the French, to have been wor 
shipped in this temple, though wt 
could not make out any more markd 
allusion to a serpent than is usual k 
the sculpture of other temples. 

On Saturday, .^u^u^tlG, wereachd 
Esneh, situate on the site of t'e 
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ancient LatopoUs. In the centre of the 
iowB, near the market-place, is an 
Egyptian temple, which must have 
been magnificent, bat the whole of it 
IB now completely buried, and built 
oyer with modern houses, except the 
portico or ante- chamber. This is sup- 
porte4 by twenty-four columns, in four 
rows of six each ; the outer row in 
front havini; a semi-wall of inter- 
columniation like that at Tentyra. The 
sculpture, in basso-relievo, is executed 
in an indifferent style : the signs of 
the zodiac are represented on both 
ends of the ceiling, but they ar& much 
inferior to those of Tentyra. The 
chi^ beauty of this portico consists in 
the elegant proportions of the shafts 
of the columns. The capitals, all of 
which are different, are well executed, 
representing the fruit and leaves of the 
date, vine, lotus, &c. &c. Three miles 
north of Esneh there is a small temple 
in ruins, supposed to be situated on the 
site of the ancient Aphroditopolis, and 
on the opposite side of the river there 
is another on the site of Contra Lato- 
polis. We visited neither of them, as 
they were reported unworthy the trou- 
ble, and time was growing precious. 
As we had inspected the ruins at 
Erment, the ancient Hermontis, on our 
passage up the Nile in May, we did not 
again visit them. The city appears to 
have been extensive and compact. 
There are the remains of four temples, 
bnt only one at present is in such a 
state as to indicate what they once 
were. This temple has but seven 
columns standing, each of which has a 
capital of a different pattern from the 
otners, the whole being composed of 
representations of the palm 1^ in va- 
rious forms. There are two sanctua- 
ries in the temple, both ornamented 
with various symbolic representations, 
in basso-relievo, stuccoed and painted. 
Some of the groups are pecuhar. In 
the larger sanctuary are sixteen hippo- 
potami, in two processions, walking 
upright ; also a hippopotamus pre- 
senting an offering to Horus, who is 
sitting on the lotus flower ; several 
flrooodiles, with hawks' heads, on 
i^uare cases, either altars or sarco- 
phagi ; two rows of three monkeys, 



and two of four cats ; a human lignre, 
with the Ibis's head, presenting offer- 
ings to a cat ; a man bearing a globe 
on his shoulders ; an oblong-square 
case ornamented all over with floiirers; 
above it appear twelve human heads, in 
four groups of three each, and below 
are their feet with sandals; (these last 
are probably men carrying a sarco- 
phagus ;) a small human figure (Ho- 
rns), with a hawk's head, riding b^ 
tween the horns of a cow (Isis). In 
the inner sanctuary are two cows, with 
a child sucking each, the animals with 
their heads turned round and looking 
at the infants — probably Isis and her 
son Horns. On the ceiling are two 
rams with wings-— a taurus and a seor- 
pio ; twelve figures in three rows of 
four each, with a circular head orna- 
ment, and a star in the centre, pro- - 
bably have some allusion to the signs 
of Uie zodiac. All the ornaments 
of these two sanetuaries are higUy 
finished. Near the temple, on the east 
side, are the ruins of an ancient basin, 
in the centre of which Denon men- 
tion% on the authority of Aristides, 
there was a Nilometer, but the column 
on which it was graduated no longer 
exists; the remains of a flight of 8t^»s, 
from the basin up to the temple, are 
still to be seen. 

Sunday f utft<ptis<' 17.-^ Early this 
morning we arrived at Luxor, part of 
the ancient Thebes, and took up onr 
quarters in oi^e of the temples. Hav- 
ing established our household, we 
devoted the day to a careful re-ex- 
amination of both Luxor and Camaek. 
At the former place we carefully in- 
spected the sculpture on the exterior 
of the great pylon. We also dearly 
made out that, with the exception of 
being written vertically instead of lio- 
rizontally, eight or ten of the upper 
hieroglyphics on the magnificent obe- 
lisks are the same as the first eharae- 
tersof thefriezeat Abou.Simbel,andthe 
same also as the upper hieroglyphics in 
what are termed Cleopatra's Needles at 
Alexandria. 

Monday^ August 18.— We devoted 
this day to visiting the tombs of Gouma; 
and Messrs. Beechey and Belzoni hav- 
ing been employed for months, by Mr. 
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Salt, in digeing and making excaya- 
tions in Tanous directions among the 
rubbish of ancient Thebes, and par* 
ticularly at Gouma, were the best 
guides we could possibly have. It is 
customary with the natives to deceive 
travellers, and tell them that they have 
seen all, before they have inspected 
half; and it was precisely this trick 
they played on Mr. Irby and myself on 
our former visit. They have not been 
unmindful of the eagerness with which 
travellers inquire after objects of anti- 
quity ; especially the papyri, which are 
generally found under the arms or be- 
tween the legs of the mummies, and 
the demand for which has been so 
great of late, in consequence of an 
opposition between the French party, 
employed by Mr. Drovetti, and the 
English, employed by Mr. Salt, that 
they now sell for thirty, forty, and 
fifty piastres each, whereas, formerly, 
you could get them for eight or ten. 
About a dozen of the leading charac- 
ters of Gouma, that is, the greatest 
rogues in the place, have headed their 
comrades, and formed them into two 
distinct digging parties, or resurrec- 
tion men, designating them the French 
and the English party ; these are con- 
stantly occupied in searching for new 
tombs, stripping the mummies, and 
collecting antiquities. The directors 
have about three-foui*ths of the money, 
and the rest is given to the inferior 
labourers. They dread lest strangers 
should see these tombs, which to them 
are so many mines of wealth, and 
should commence digging speculations 
of their own — hence the care of the 
Gourna people in concealing them. It 
would be endless to describe all the 
intrigues which are carried on ; or 
the presents given to the Defterdar Bey, 
the Agas, and the Cashiefs, to attach 
them to the one or the other party. 
Lately, Mr. Drovetti obtained an order 
from the Defterdar Bey, that the na- 
tives should neither sell nor work for 
the English party, and a cashief was 
most severely bastinadoed by the bey's 
orders, and in his presence at Gourna, 
for having done so. At present, things 
are on a better footing. Mr. Drovetti 
is not an amateur^ but collects to sell ; 



he offered his museum to Mr. Salt, on 
his arrival, for seven thousand pounds, 
but most persons seem to think he 
will never get this price. He is now 
gone into Upper Egypt in search of a 
temple and Egyptian road, which are 
said to have been seen by the jelabs, 
at one day's journey, in the desert, 
from Madfuni, the ancient Abydus* 

The tombs of Gouma are situated 
in a valley to the S. W. of the Mem. 
nonium. Those which we first, in- 
spected are considered the best, and 
consist of two square courts cut in a 
bed of calcareous stone. There are 
excavations on three sides of the 
square, and the fourth, or south side, 
is that by which they are entered. 
The principal excavations are on the 
north side ; these are very extensive, 
and we were at a loss which most to 
admire, the beauty of the sculpture on 
the walls, or the grandeur and extent 
of the excavations. The figures are 
cut on the smooth stone, which is very 
close-grained, resembling the finest 
chalk, but without cracks or fiaws, and 
rather harder ; the colour is of so pure 
a white, and admits of so fine a polish, 
that stucco has been quite unnecessary. 
There is a harmony throughout the 
decorations of these tombs that we have 
no where else noticed ; the sculpture, 
which is in intaglio, will bear the mi- 
nutest inspection. The plan of the 
excavation is extremely singular, some- 
times abruptly turning either to the 
right or left, without any apparent 
cause. At the further end there is a 
fine quadrangular court, having the 
solid rock in the centre. You here 
meet with some very rich groups ; and 
there are innumerable remains of fine 
statues, in alto-relievo, leaning against 
the wall in all directions ; we could 
not, however, distinguish one that was 
perfect. ' The art and precision with 
which the decorations of these sepul- 
chres are finished, exhibiting an end- 
less variety of symbolic representa- 
tions, in the most elaborate and highly 
finished style, are truly astonishing. 
In some places the roofs are arched, 
in others they are flat ; here you meet 
with a deep well in a comer ; shortly 
afterwards you descend a flight of 
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steps. Some of tiie hieroglyphics are 
painted blue on a pale red ground ; 
blue is much used, the colour of the 
stone itself serving occasionally for a 
fine white field. A mongst the figures, 
in basso-relievo, there were many 
quite perfect, and so minutely cut, 
that the eye-brows and ears, the hair, 
nose, lips, and the hands and nails, 
would bear the closest inspection ; in 
short, throughout the whole of this 
mausoleum, the work of most skilful 
artists is observable. The examina- 
tion of the principal tomb occupied us 
two hours. 

We afterwards went to see the 
mummy pits. It is impossible to con- 
ceive a more singular and astonishing 
sight than this^ Imagine a cave of 
considerable magnitude filled up with 
heaps of dead bodies in all directions, 
and in the most whimsical attitudes ; 
some with extended arms, others hold- 
ing out a right hand, and apparently 
in the attitude of addressing vou ; 
some prostrate, others with their heels 
sticking up in the air ; at every step 
you tlmist your foot through a body 
or crush a head. Most of the mum- 
mies are enveloped with linen, coated 
with gum, &c., for their better preser- 
vation. Some of the linen is of a tex- 
ture remarkably fine, far surpassing 
what is made in Egypt at the present 
day, and proving that their manufac- 
tures must have arrived at a great 
degree of excellence. Many of the 
bodies, probably those of the lower 
orders, are simply dried, without any 
envelopment. Innumerable fragments 
of small idols are scattered about; 
they are mostly human figures of 
Osiris, about two inches long, with 
the hook and scourge in either hand ; 
some are of stone, some of baked 
earthenware, and others of blue pot- 
tery. Except as being so odd and 
extraordinary an exhibition, few of 
the common tombs, which were most 
likely for the poorer class of natives, 
are worth seeing, as none of them are 
ornamented in any way whatever ; the 
bodies are stowed away in compact 
masses, tier on tier, always crossing 
each other. In some instances we 
iband the hair quite perfect. It was 



in a tomb of this description that some 
of the diggers found a beautiful net- 
work, composed of long blue hollow 
beads, with threads passed through 
them ; the pai'ts of the net hanging 
down over the shoulders, and all ema- 
nating from a scarabneus Thebaicus, 
which was on the crown of the head. 
It was found on the head of a female 
mummy. 

At the commencement of this year 
the diggers also found two remarkably 
fine Egyptian vases of brass, covered 
with hieroglyphics ; they are nearly 
two feet high, and are the most valu- 
able remuns of antiquity which have 
been discovered for some years, being 
quite perfect. Mr. Belzoni was for- 
tunate enough to get them for Mr. 
Salt, for one hundred and seventy 
piastres^/. 59. 

We now went to inspect a newly dis- 
covered tomb, that well recompensed 
us for the trouble. Having crawled 
in by a small hole barely sufficient for 
the body to be squeezed through, 
we entered a small sepulchral ante- 
chamber adjoining to a tomb filled 
with mummies. From the finished 
style of the decorations of this chamber, 
we concluded that it must have been 
the tomb of some noble family ; the 
paintings are all in fresco, and so 
wonderfully well preserved, that not 
the least scratch or stain is visible ; 
the pure white ground of the wall 
not being even tinged with yellow. 
Amongst the groups we noticed an 
interesting troop of six female musi- 
cians, dressed in white robes reaching 
down to their ankles ; over this they 
have a sort of black, loose woollen net 
hanging over the slioulders, and reach- 
ing down to the waist, Their hair is 
jet black, plaitted in ringlets, reaching 
down from the outer part of the eye- 
lids all round the head, and has, at 
first sight, the appearance of a veil. 
They are walking in procession and 
playing at the same time : the leader 
has a harp with fourteen strings; then 
comes a girl with a guitar, which is 
not unlike that now in use ; then one 
with a lute, handsomelv shaped ; after 
which comes another gurl dapping her 
hands, apparently keeping time ; then 
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another with a sort of double pipe : 
this instrument is played on like a cla- 
rionet, and is long and slender ; both 
the tubes are of equal length. The 
procession closes with a female beat- 
ing on a tambourine, which is in this 
shape J . The gestures of these 
musicians, with their uplifted eyes, 
would lead on« to suppose they were 
playing some impassioned air. The 
preservation of this painting is aston- 
ishing, the colours being perfectly 
fresh, and no part whatever in the 
least defaced. What would not the 
French have given for snch a specimen 
to put in their splendid work I There 
is nothing throughout Egypt to be 
compared to it. In this apartment 
there are figures of two male harpers; 
both are squatted down, and playing 
on smaller instruments than that just 
described, having only nine strings 
each : one is playing alone« the other 
is accompanied by a man playing on a 
guitar. These last-mentioned musi- 
cians are bare-headed, and have bare 
feet ; they are apparently elderly men. 
There are many other groups. The 
sacred Bull (ApLs) is here most mag- 
nificently ornamented, and is a hand- 
somer animal than it generally is. The 
ceiling of the apartment is divided 
into four compartments, each of which 
is painted with a diflPerent device. 
Adjoining the chamber, and connected 
by means of a small well, is a tomb 
filled with mummies, amongst which 
are the fragments of a mummy-case, 
richly painted and glazed. Some of 
the bodies are covered with canvas, 
ov^ which is a coat of plaster painted. 
We found concealed in the envelope of 
the corpses, some of the small orna- 
ments of earthenware, called Nilome- 
ters. 

The valley of Grourna ends at -the 
foot of the Lybian mountains, where 
their sides present a perpendicular 
precipice. Here are some interesting 
antiquities— a granite portal, disco- 
vered this year by digging ; an arch, 
the only one of Egyptian masonry to 
be seen in the country. It is well 
known that the Ej^yptians were igno- 
rant of the scientific mode of building 
^n arch ; and it is this oircumst^pe 



which enables us frequently, in this 
country, to distinguish the works of the 
Greeks and Romans from those of their 
predecessors. Tl^ Egyptians built 
their arches in this form ^g^ ^ jj,^ ; the 
Romans thus >^Q>x S^^^^ All 
the temples .£l ^u>are roofed over 
with blocks of stone, frequently 30 f%. 
long ; but as this was the utmost extent 
to which they could carry their system 
of building, you never meet with a space 
between a row of columns wider than 
that. Their staircases, whether cir- 
cular or straight, are built on the same 
principle as their arches, being merely 
blocks of stone firmly inserted in the 
side of the wall, the workmen taking 
care to leave stone enough within the 
wall to support the weight. A painted 
chamber and a granite slab appear to 
be the other objecto of interest near to 
this spot. The chamber seems to have 
been a sepulchre rather than a temple^ 
and was approached by two or more 
avenues. It was discovered by digging, 
at Mr. Salt's expense, this year ; but 
the Defterdar Bey, or governor of 
Upper Egypt, made the men desist 
from their researches. 

We next proceeded to visit a small 
temple dedicated to Isis, which is si- 
tuated to the N. W. of Medinet Aboo. 
Its position is seen from Memnonium, 
but being surrounded by a Saracenic 
wall of sun-burnt brick, nothing but 
one portal is visible. This constitutes 
the approach to the edifice, and through 
it you arrive at a small portico, ti^e 
pilhus having capitals of the head of 
Isis. There is, besides the portico, a 
cross ante-chamber, a sanctuary, aiid 
two wings : it is altogether a neat little 
temple. In the evenmg, after examin- 
ing the statues and temple at Memno- 
nium, we returned to Luxor. 

Tuesday, August 19. — Early this 
morning we crossed the water with our 
janissary to pay a farewell visit to the 
Tombs of the Kings. One of the chief 
diggers accompanied us to show us 
two new tombs discovered by Mr, 
Belzoni this year. We found them 
quite unworthy of notice. They are 
situated in a small valley adjoining the 
great one. We afterwards aeaiu ex- 
plored the othw tombs. In the smaU 
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chamber where Bruce made the draw- 
ing of the harp which he gave to Mr. 
Burney (for his History of Music), we 
saw that traveller's name scratched 
over the very harp^ This is^ we think, 
strong presumptive evidence that he 
made the sketch upon the spot, though 
he has been accused of drawing it 
afterwards from memory : he is, baw- 
ever, in error as to the number of 
strings. In other respects, he has 
given the form of the instrument cor- 
rectly, but the musician is very indif- 
ferently copied. This evening, we 
found some scorpions, which our guide 
took up in his hand with great indiffer- 
ence : we remarked, however, that he 
took good 6are always to seize the 
reptiles by the tail. 

We returned on foot, by the way of 
Memnonium, ascending to the top of 
the Lybian chain, which on one side 
^ve us a fine view of the valley and 
Tombs of the Kings, while on the 
other side we looked down on the plain, 
which contains the whole of the ancient 
Thebes, together with the Nile, both 
seen to great advantage, and form- 
ing a splendid specimen of Egyptian 
scenery. As we descended, we counted 
on one spot upwards of fifty mummy- 
pits, discernible by their open mouths 
or entrances, on the sides of the hills, 
exclusive of an innumerable quantity of 
doors of grottoes, sepulchral chambers, 
&c., &c., cut out of the sides of the 
mountains. We now returned to Luxor, 
and having seen everything, began to 
think of returning. I cannot, how- 
ever, quit Thebes without adverting 
to Homer's description of it. He 
aays—i 

*' Not all proud Thebes' uBriTaQed walls 
contain, 
The world's great Empress on th' Egyptian 

i)lain; 
Tnat sinreads her conquests o'er a thousand 

And povn her heroes through a hundred 

gates, 
Two hundred horsemen and two hundred 



From each wide portal issuing to the wan." 

In our researches throughout the 
whole of the Theban ruins we did not 
meet with any remains of either walls 



or gates, unless the term is applied to 
the pylons, and other buildings, which 
constituted the approaches to th(. sacred 
edifices. Now, if Thebes had been a 
city with a hundred gates, there must 
surely have been a wall through which 
to construct them ; and it is not un- 
reasonable to suppose that the wall of 
so extensive and magnificent a city 
would have been built with stone, or 
at least that the frames or portals of 
the gates would have been of that ma- 
terial. Still no vestige of either gate 
or wall is to be seen ; and as so many 
ruins of temples and their porticoes 
remain to this day, how is it that not 
one solitary gate, nor even fragment of 
the wall, is left ? Under these circum- 
stances, I do not think it an improbable 
conjecture, that it was the numerous 
porticos, pylons, &c., of the Theban 
temples, that obtained for her the 
boasted reputation of a hundred gates. 
Thatshe vanquished and subdued many 
states, and that her inhabitants were 
proud of their warlike achievements, 
appears from the battles so frequently 
traced on the walls ; but we nowhere 
observed Egyptian horsemen, the horse- 
men being always of the enemy's party 
in the act of flight, and looking back 
with dismay on the conquering Egyp* 
tians, who are invariably in chariots. 
Numerous as have been the researches 
amongst the ruins of Thebes, I sus- 
pect that many treasures of art still 
remain concealed : and if the English 
party are not prevented from digging, 
it is probable we shall be continually 
hearing of some new discoveries. 

Friday, August 21. — We started 
early this morning for Cairo, having 
bargained with the reis to take us 
down for thirty piastres — fifteen shil- 
lings. The boat was laden with len- 
tils for the pasha. We placed a 
few mats over, head for a shade, and 
found the cargo a good soft foundation 
whereon to put our beds ; the sailors, 
in the boat, nelping us in our cooking 
operations, we found we did as weU 
without as with a servant. 

Saturday, August 22.— This morn- 
ing we stopped at Tentyra, and, as our 
reis said he should not start for an 
hour^ we determined to reviait the 
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temple of Isis.* We accordingly 
started on foot for that purpose. When 
we had got two-thirds of our way, we 
found tlie canal was filled, and that 
we must either swim over it or return. 
As we were dressed in our Arab cos- 
tume, the former alternative was not 
difficult ; we therefore threw our 
clothes over and plunged in. We 
examined the temple, and did not for- 
get the little chamber, in which we 
had before noticed the circular astro- 
nomical table on the cieling as being a 
monument of the same kind as tiie 
Isiac table which we had seen at 
Turin. It was in the ceiling of the 
other half of this chamber that 
Mr. Ruppell discovered i, complete 
lunar system, which had totally escaped 
Benon and all the other French savans. 
Mr. Ruppell took an exact copy of this 
interesting tablet. It clearly contains 
twelve moons and a bit of another, 
which no doubt was meant for the odd 
five days, as the twelve make 360. 
As this throws an additional light on 
the Egyptian mode of calculating the 
year, it is a matter of no small inte- 
rest, and reflects the more credit on 
Mr. Ruppell, as so many travellers 
have examined this chamber, without 
the circumstance having occurred to 
them. In the great French work they 
have put down fourteen or fifteen 

* The inscription on the listel of the cor- 
nice, in front of this temple, speaks of it as 
dedicated to Yehus, which agrees with Strabo, 
who says **The Tentirites worship Venus. 
Behind the temple of Venus is a sanctuary 
(/i««y) of Isis." The latter still exists ; it is a 
small temple without columns. It is curious 
that ttie French savans did not copy this 
inscription : either they did not see it, or, 
stranger still, none of them knew Greek 
enough to be able to copy the letters, which 
are considerably broken and erased. It was 
first copied by Colonel Leake and Mr. Hamil- 
ton. It is not surprising that the French, 
having fiUled as to the insaription of Tentyra, 
should have omitted others more difBcult, or 
that th«y should have occupied Alexandria for 
three years without baring been able to deci- 
pher a sin^e word of the inscription on the 
column of Diocletian. Colonel Leake was the 
first to discover the legibility of this inscription , 
by making out the words AAESANAP£IA2 
and £nAPX02 AirTIITOT. The Joint 
efforts of himself and Mr. Hamilton, and 
Colonel Squires during several days after- 
wards, deciphered all that is at all legible of 
Ihe lemahider. See Ckuiical Journal* 



moons, never having taken the trouble 
to count them. 

Tuesday^ August 25. — We stopped 
at Siout, and went up to pay our 
respects to the hospitable doctor, 
Marouky — found him as friendly as 
ever ;— stopped two hours^ and then 
pushed on. 

Wednesday 26 — Visited Mr. Brine, 
a grateful remembrance of whose 
kindess also induced us to pay our 
respects to him. We here took charge 
of the heads of two Egyptian mummy- 
cases, and other antiquities dug up for 
Mr. Salt from a spot supposed to be 
the burial place of Hermopolis, near 
the Lybian chain. 

Thursday^ August 27 4 — We stopped 
at Houarti. As this was the village 
where our crew live, we were obliged 
to reconcile our minds to stop for 
three days, while they made merry 
with their friends and relations. We 
had scarcely been here an hour, when 
our reis came to ask us to lend him 
the two mummy-cases which we had 
on board. He said he should like to 
have them up at the village for an 
hour. We lent them immediately; 
but it was not until the following day 
that we found out his reason for bor- 
rowing them. Numbers of women 
came down to us and asked permission 
to walk three times round them, cross- 
ing over them each time. This we 
found was to procure them families. 
The women were constantly arriving, 
young and old, and all going through 
the same ceremony. They were all 
very serious during the performance 
of this mystery, and seemed to think 
it odd that we laughed so much. Our 
sailors infoimed us there were some 
antiquities at the foot of the Mock- 
atem, about one hour and a halfs dis<^ 
tance. They mentioned temples and 
catacombs. We did not much believe 
them, but were gbid of any excuse for 
a trip to pass away the time, and 
accoi^ingly started with one of the 
reis's brothers as our guide. He took 
us to the site of a very extensive and 
finely-situated city, which, from the 
state of the rubbish, must have been 
of some consequence. It stands at 
the mouth of a valley in the Mock- 
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atem, on an elevated spot, at the edge 
of the cultivated plains, of which it 
commands a fine view. The modern 
village of Tehene is dose to it. The 
ruins have been much dug up by the 
Arabs in search of antiquities. We 
only found one capital approaching to 
the Corinthian order, most likely of 
Roman workmanship. Immediately 
above the rubbish is a considerable 
range of catacombs and ancient tem- 
pies hollowed out of the rock. One 
small temple of Isis is well worthy of 
notice, the decorations in basso-relievo 
being finished in ft good style. At 
about a quarter of an hour's walk 
along the side of the mountain, to the 
southward, we saw a large excavated 
space, and on the top a frieze with a 
Greek inscription, the letters of which 
are remarkably large. It is about 
three fathoms long, and its size (the 
letters being nearly one foot high) led 
US to believe it must be generally 
known ; we therefore did not copy 
it. We clearly made out the word 
IIT0AEMAI02. We have since found 
that no travellers have noticed this 
inscription. We have therefore given 
the particulars to Mr. Salt. A very 
old map of Danville's, on a small scale, 
has the site of an ancient town, under 
the name of Cynopolis, placed nearly 
in a parallel of latitude with this place. 

We continued our voyage, and 
arrived at Cairo on the first day of 
September. 

Wednesday f September 2. — Our 
first care now was to shave our 
beards, which we had allowed to grow 
from our first departure from Phile, 
and we resumed our European cos- 
tume. We felt as awkward at first at 
this change of dress, as we did when 
we first assumed the Arab costume. 
Mr. Salt received us very civilly. We 
found that great discoveries ha!d been 
made during our absence ; and the 
first thing that drew our attention was 
Mr. Salt's explanatory plan of the 
pyramids, the sphinx, and all their 
interesting environs. We found, at 
Mr. Salt*8 house, Colonel Stratton, of 
the Enniskillen dragoons, and Mr. Ful- 
ler. These two travellers had just 
made the tour of Palestine, having 



arrived by land from Yaffa and Gaza. 
They embarked nt Constantinople^ 
after having completed the tour of 
Greece. As they had not yet been to 
the pyramids, we gladly arranged to 
accompany them. 

Friday t September 4. — We set off 
early in the morning, and Mr. Salt 
having lent us a copy of his newly 
made plan, we regularly went over the 
whole of the ground, place after place, 
according to it. To our disappointment 
we found there was nothing new for ns 
to see, excepting a few of the upper 
steps fronting the sphinx ; as, unfor- 
tunately for us and all future travellers^ 
they have filled up all the excavations 
around the sphinx, so that there is not 
so much to be seen now as there was 
previous to our departure, the base 
having been perfectly cleared on one 
side before we started for Upper 
^SyP^* Proni the several drawings 
and plans which we have seen, as well 
as from what we have heard, it appears 
that the indefatigable Captain Caviglia 
continued his operations till he had 
cleared all the breast of the animal ; 
that he afterwards pursued his labours 
till he reached the paws, at fifty feet 
distance from the body ; and here it was, 
between the two paws, that he dis- 
covered the temple. I imagine that this 
small edifice is composed of three large, 
flat stones, like a similar shrine in the 
possession of Mr. Salt, and that the 
door was filled up by two smaller pieces 
of stone on each side of it ; the sides 
have some fine specimens of basso-re- 
lievo : a man is depicted as presenting 
an offering to the sphinx. Some of the 
inscriptions also are interesting, and 
one of Caracalla has the name of Geta, 
his brother, erased, as in the Latin in- 
scription at Syene. The lions which 
were found, together with the tablets, 
in basso-relievo, have been sent home 
to the British Museum, as well ^ the 
great head of Memnon. There are still 
at Thebes the remains of thirty-seven 
statues, of equal, or larger dimensions. 
Beyond the small temple is an altar. 
At some distance from the paws is a 
flight of steps, which lead some depth 
below them to the base of the temple. 
Mr. Salt is of opinion that this descent 
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.by steps was meant to impress the be^ 
holder (after having first viewed the 
Bphmx at a distance, on a level,) with' 
>tt more impoaiDg' idea of its grandeur, 
•rnhan he views the breast in its fall 
magnitude from below. A wall of 
'ilnin*|Nii^t briek ^as on eax^ side of 
4bto steps, to prevent the sand from 
^filUngup the space.. We afterwards 
iveBiall over the great pyramid, again 
^desoeading tothe lower chandfoer, which 
^ptain Caviglia diseoverad, and also 
feinspeoted the weU,>&o. We eould 
fiot go into Colonel Davidson's cham- 
ber, as the Arabs had stolen the* rope 
ladder which wad left there; We slept 
at the entrance 'of the grieat py^^amid, 
luid in the morning returned to Cairo ; 
the excursion occupied us two days. 
When we were last at Cairo, a trip to 
the sphinx used to take two hOors ; we 
were now five hoars going there, the 
inundation of the Nile forcing us to go 
^ore than double the distance round 
the edge of the canals. As we are 
now about to leave Egypt, I shall add 
a few remarks on Cairo. All Turkish 
towns impress Europeans with very 
unfavourable ideas ; the streets are 
invariably narrow, and the fronts of 
the houses look like so. many bam 
doors. Cairo is particularly ill^bnilt, 
and a stranger, after having heard so 
much of ** Grand Cairo," can soareely 
believe his own eyes when be enters | 
and this is the more striking, as, at a 
short distance, Uie lofty minarets give 
it a grand appearance. Miserable 
narrow streets, the square bow-win< 
dows meeting over the head, and built 
with unpainted deal wood ; no pave- 
ment to be seen ; gratings substituted 
for panes of glass ; a di^y ill-dressed 
populace^ and women covered up like 
so many ghosts, all, conspire to render 
it disagreeable in the extreme. The 
various classes of inhabitants, such as 
Turks, Arabs, Copts, Jews, Franks^ 
4sc., have their respective quarters 
where they reside in detached socie- 
ties; each quarter has its gate and 
porter to attend it ; all are shut at eieht 
o'clock in the evening ; after which 
time it is customary to fee the porter 
to get admittance. In case of tumults, 
when the troops go about robbing and 



plundering iUl they meet with, ihese 
gates become of great service. The 
citadel of Cairor is bullion a command- 
ing emihettce;' 'here' 0ie pasha resides. 
Greeit merit is <dtte to Mahom^sd Ali fbr 
the tranquiUity which exists at present 
throughout Bgypt, and coufd - such an 
airocious crime as the murder of th^ 
mamelukes be oterlooked,-he might be 
considend as.ft g^^eat liian. This barbs, 
rons act'Wftfe dommitted about Isix years 
ago: ^e nii8Ufep%(eti^g victim!^', about 
\wo tiionsand ini' nwnter, were invited 
to the castle to <ber present at the p «i s utw> 
tation of the ' Pdisse to the .'pmha'^ 
son, Toussein^ and his lAvestiture with 
the command 'of Jidda, inbluding tiie 
govemmentcf the sacred city of Heeea» 
During tiie'ceren^onyi the walls and 
tops 'of the houses, the castle, &c.y 
were lined with troops, and, on a signal 
given, as tiie mamelukes were quitting 
the palace, the soldiers opened their 
fire on them, and nearly ail of them 
were slain. 

Egypt at present preselits a very 
different appearance to what it did 
when we took our departure firom Caire^ 
in March; the Nile having overflowed^ 
all the villages are insulated, and tho 
date palm-trees, which invariably sur- 
rounded them, partly <x>nceal the mud* 
huts, and give a lAeasing and livelj^ 
appearance 'to* the mce of the country a 
The river,'also,in some plaeesy appehrs 
of prodigioua- width, the plaans being 
overflowed for many milea We hav0 
been fortunate, in having seeii Egypt 
throughout, with the Nile at its lowest 
ebb, and also at its greatest elevjttion. 
There is no freehold property in thid 
country, all the land being let out by 
the pasha^ who afterwards forces the 
peasants to «ell their property to him 
only, and at his otpn price. Soldiers 
are quartered in all the principal vil- 
lages to enforce a due observance of 
this law. All the boats are likewise 
m(mopolised by him, and gun-boats are 
stationed at the narrow parts of the 
river, to prevent the passage of any 
barks unless laden for the pasha. 
The Arabs, Copts, and others, who 
become rich in spite of this oppressive 
system, are allowed but little enjoy- 
ment of their wealth. It is not at all 
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AQ^nniMUfti •ccunrente when any one 
of them bfts buikahsndaoi&e boUBe, 
that he sfaiOQld be decired^to tura^ «utj 
imd give it up to^flome Qreek, Tttvk, or' 
perhaps t9 an European consul, 'and 
should he not iramediatiely cftmyy- his 
liead> is the forfeit.' '^ 

•It is a eurioua faet, that no Wat^r- 
pUntS'Or weeds^^grow on tiie' banks of 
the Kile ;>a aedgjF-margfin isnev^i' to 
be net' within this ootmtry. The'lotu^, 
iiiffeotivg lena and^-manhy plaoes^ can 
only fi^itpish "during the mose |^*opi- 
tious part of the year, wboi ibJe 
overflowinff of the Nile promotes its 
growth : hence it was so favourite a 
plant with the ancients- ; and is so 
generally coupled with all symbolic 
allusions to the river. This yeaJT the 
Nile has risen 17 pics or $4 n. ; this 
is called a good Nile. Last yea^4t rom^ 
18 pies, which produced a very plen- 
tiful crop. We went to the island of 
Rhoda to see the Mekias, but the 
eolumn of graduation was wholly 
oovered by the water ; so that we 
might have spared ourselves the trou- 
ble* The appearance of the island, 
however, now a - c^smplete caarpet of 
verdure, witn splendid sycamore trees 
(iiciis 8}'camorus of L&nteos), was 
beantiAil. There are- no barns in 
Egypt : the pealsant being sure of fair 
weatiierat harvep<hhoai0, the com is 
immediately threshed, and the gndii is 
piled iq[^in inuBeneb hills, endreled by 
a walL The birds are^ then freely 
allowed their share,' though,, during 
the time it is ripening, tiiieir claims ure 
disptited byohildreil, who are placed 
on elevated mud-hallodcs, scattered in 
all directions ^threughout the plains ; 
bawling, and flinging stones by means 
of a sling, to drive away the feathered 
robbeors. The other day we Went to 
Boulack, situated on the banks of liie 
Nile. It is, properly speaking, the 
port of Cairo, and the busy scene it 
presentis at this time of the year is not 
exceeded by any of eur quays in Eu- 
rope. The large dgerms, some of 40 
and 50 tone, bring their owners im- 
mense profits during the overflowing 
of the Nile. The stream brings them 
down with great rapidity, and the 
strong north breeze takes them ud 



again with equal Speed. It is said 
these boats sometiiiies deat^ half their 
original cost tlie first season ; a great 
part ^f the y^^ar, when Ihe Nile is in 
its bed, they ate laid up iii oi^dinary, 
as their great draught Of i^ater pl?e. 
veirts their moving. Throughout Egypt 
We never met With the ifetoaiiis of aiiy- 
tiihig fike a' pavement in th^ijr citito, 
with the ex6^ption of AntinOe, Where 
we' ^arly made' out that the streets 
had bbeta paved in loiany plilces. ' 

English travieil^i^ aro noW beginning 
to 'mitke their appearance in Egjpt, 
A feW dayft ago Captain Benhet, of me 
dragoons, and Mr.Jolliffean'ivedfrom 
maktng'the tour of Palestine. The 
former is gone up as high as Assuan, 
with Colonel Stratton and Mr. Fuller ; 
the latter is obliged to return imme> 
diately to England. We start in a few 
days for the tout* of Syiia: Sbtdkh 
Ibrahiiri, who travels for the African 
Association, and who is mentioned in 
Mi^. Legh's publication, has been oT 
great assistlknce to us with his advice 
in tracing oiit our route, &c. This he 
also did for both the travelleitv men- 
tbned abovt^. Mr. Salt is very kind 
and' attentive to us ; We dine with hhn 
every day, and he has allowed us to 
copy his map bf Syriai. W-e intend to 
cross iho desert on catitolei to Gaza ; 
to visit the whole fiea-cOast up to La- 
ta^ia ; from thence to cross over ib» 
mottntams by Antioch to ' Aleppo ; to 
go to PahnyTa or Damascus, according 
to eSreuntetanccs^ and from Damascus 
to Jemcialem, visiting in our way all 
thfe objects Of hiterest in the neigh- 
bourhood of our route. We calciila^ 
that the tonr will occupy us till the 
middle of January, when we mean to 
embaric at Alexandria for Smyrna and 
Constantinople. By the time we start 
for Syria (which will be in a few days), 
we shall have been fourteen months 
absent. We have supplied ourselves 
with provisions, clothes, and arm8(vi2., 
two muskets and a brace of piBtols)^ 
and have, up to the present time, spent 
only one hundred and ninety pounds 
each, including our share of the boat- 
hire from PhilsB up to the second cata- 
ract and back to Thebes, and also of 
♦he expenses at Abo»»-^*" '>*^l. except- 
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ing the payment of the iabourera and 
the presenta to the cashiefs. Mr. Salt 
furnishes us with letters of introduction 
to Lady Hester Stanhope, Mr. Barker, 
the consul at Aleppo, and all the 
English agents in Syria. Lord and 
Lady Belmore arrived at Alexandria 
in their yacht on the eighth instant, 
and embarked for Cairo on the seven- 
teenth ; we expect them daily. 

We have been so fortunate as to dis- 
cover an interesting tomb opposite to 
Mr. Brine's at Radimore ; the sides 
are covered with paintings, amongst 
which are two groups, of a description 



very rarely, if ever, to be met with ; 
one of them represents the removal of 
a colossus between 30 and 40 ft. high, 
seated on a chair ; upwards of a 
hundred labourera are employed to 
move it . The other drawing repi^esents 
an Egyptian garden, with exotics in 
flower-pots arranged on a terrace, near 
to which Lb an arbour, bee-hives, &c, 
&c. Mr. Bankes and Mr. Beechey 
are the only travellers who have visited 
' this tomb since we discovered it : the 
former has made accurate drawings of 
all its contents. 



CHAPTER IV. 

TOUR IN SYRIA. 
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nery on the Orontes — Heavy Rains — Antioch — ^Aleppo — Mr. Barker — His Hospitality and 
Kindness— Abundance of Game — Proposed Route — Observations on Aleppo. 



On the 1st of October, at 8 a.m., we 
57ere without the walls of Cairo. We 
had made a bargain with an Arab to 
provide us with three camels, and to 
conduct us to Jafifa, for thirty dollars. 
About eleven, we passed, on our left, 
the obelisk of Mataria, the site of the 
ancient Heliopolis ; and shortly after- 
wards we passed close to the ruins of 
another ancient city on the skirts of 
the desert, where the only object of 
interest was a statue in a sitting pos- 
ture, mutilated, but originally well 
executed. Our road was in the desert, 
hut close to the cultivated plains, 
which extend no further from the 
Nile than where the soil is beuefited 
by the overflowings of the river, either 
by natural or artificial means. This 
causes a distinct line of separation 
between the barren sand and irrigated 
land, having the appearance of a sea 
beach. We had left Cairo with only 
one camel and three asses ; the other 
two camels were to meet us at a village 
in the evening. We had enlisted in 
our service a Maltese intei'preter, who 
mounted the third ass, while the camel 
carried our baggage. Aixiving in the 



evening at the village before men- 
tioned, we parted with the asses, and, 
at eleven at night, set out again on the 
three camels, with their owner and 
his black slave. We heard the howl- 
ing of wild beasts during the night, 
resembling the cries of human beings 
in distress. 

October 2. — This morning we were 
joined by a man with a laden camel, 
who, seeing we were armed, was 
anxious to have our protection. As 
the Tarabeen Arabs of the desert 
through which we were to pass are 
notorious robbers, we were not sorry 
to see our number thus increased ; 
the stranger was bound to a village 
near Gaza. To-day we passed occa- 
sionally through the skirts of the 
desert, as well as of the cultivated 
plains ; the latter are rich beyond de> 
scription ; the crops of doura were the 
finest we had seen. The soil being 
saturated with water, and receiving at 
the same time the heat of an ardent 
sun, produces a very rapid vegetation. 
We slept this night in the desert; and 
on the following morning we halted at 
Selahieh, the last village on our road| 
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which is situated on the borders of the 
cultivated plains of Egypt. We re- 
mained here a few hours to lay in a 
tBtock of water and provisions. On 
leaving the village at 2 p.h., we were 
astonished at the picturesque appear- 
ance of the desert, which was covered 
with wild shrubs. The occasional hill 
and dale give a pleasing variety to the 
scene, very different from what we 
had been accustomed to in Nubia, 
where the desert deserves that appella- 
tion in the strictest sense, being no- 
thing but a barren expanse of sand 
and rock, totally destitute of every sign 
of verdure or vegetation. This differ- 
ence is to be attributed to the nightly 
dews in this more northern climate. 
Wells of brackish water are occasion- 
ally met with, which serve to sustain 
the numerous gazelles which we con- 
stantly see feeding in the distance. 
We frequently met with birds; and in 
some places the quail and partridge 
were in considerable numbers. We 
found that, although the camels are 
capable when grazing, and not in 
work, of going five, six, and even 
seven days without drinking, it is ne- 
cessary that, when travelling, they 
should drink at least every third day ; 
and our driver, whenever he met with 
water, even if they had drunk the dav 
before, never failed to let them drink 
again, which always appeared to re- 
fresh them ; for the heavy sand fatigues 
these animals greatly. They perspire 
bnt very little, which tends much to 
the retention of that moisture so ne- 
cessary for their support : they were 
constantly feeding as they went along, 
tibe length of their necks allowing 
them easily to do so. We could not 
but notice the provident bounty of 
nature in planting the desert with 
vegetables of a succulent and nutri- 
tious kind. It is undoubtedly to the 
want of verdure in the Nubian desert, 
as well as throughout the interior of 
that of Lybia, that we are to ascribe 
the difficulty of exploring those parts 
of Africa, as every camel there must 
have another to carry provender. Our 
road, or rather our track, was tolera- 
bly good. At Selahieh we had been 
joined by several persons — a man with 



asses, an Arab without a nose, a free 
negro, and six Muggrabins, one of 
whom was from Morocco, another 
from Algiers, and a third from Tunis, 
all bound on their pilgrimage to 
Mecca. By keeping with us they 
secured for themselves a supply of 
water, of which we had a good stock. 
They had separated from the great 
caravan from Morocco, consisting of 
10,000 camels, which we met on our 
last expedition to the pyramids, when 
we learnt that the two sons of the 
emperor of Morocco were among the 
pilgrims. At the time we met' it, this 
immense assemblage had been five 
months on its journey. 

October 4. — We passed, on our left, 
the great lake, which is situated to the 
east of Damietta, and were obliged to • 
cross several rivers and pools of salt 
water, sometimes up to the bellies of 
the camels, the Arabs and asses swim- 
ming across. In the afternoon we 
saw, on our left, the ruins of Pelusium, 
but they were too far distant for us to 
visit them, and too many pools and 
lakes lay between. In the evening the 
desert became more hilly, with occa- 
sional clumps of palm-trees in the val- 
leys. In one of these we remained for the 
night, near a well of brackish water. 

October 5.— To-day we had much 
the same country ; the palm-trees, 
however, had disappeared. We saw 
many carcases and detached bones of 
camels and asses, which had probably 
dropped with thirst and fatigue. We 
also passed a few wells of indiffer^it 
water. This evening, Mahomet, our 
camel-driver, made some bread. He 
kneaded the dough in a leathern nap- 
kin, and, mixing a good deal of salt 
with it, made a flat round cake about 
half an inch thick, and baked it on 
dried camel's dung. It was very 
good. 

October 6. — In the morning w« 
came near a bay on the sea-coast. On 
the right we saw some Bedouins. The 
sand now became heavier, and tha 
shrubs less plentiful : we, however, 
occasionally passed through some long 
damp plains between the sand-hills. 
We met a small caravan laden with 
tobacco ; the attendants were armed. 
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Tbejr mk»d. baekaheeiBh oC us in a yery 
tttde maimer, bat we refoaed to give it, 
and determined to make the best pos- 
sible display of our fire-arms for the 
future. I have little doubt that these 
people use their aims to oommit rob- 
beries . when opportunity offers, as 
mueh as to protect themiselves. We 
still find the road strewed with 
bleached carcases of camels and asses. 
In. the eourse of the day we were sur- 
prised to see»a very fine hare. 

October 7. — We passed, over a plain 
of about four miles in length* oovered 
with 4ihick, hard salt, resembling in 
a|»peaianee sheets of .firmly- froa^n 
snow * The surface bore the weight 
of our. animals without giving way. 
Whilst we. were at breakfast, a man 
OQ horseback came and talked to the 
camel-driver a good deal^ saying, he 
wished to know who we were ; that he 
was a g^ard, and had orders to stop 
all Europeans tnveUing without a soL 
dier of the pasba of . Egypt. He also 
asked for baeksheeish, but did not 
address himself to ua. ■ . We took care 
to let him see our arms^ and when he 
found that we took no notice of him, 
he retired. The road was now level, 
which relieved the poor animals a good 
.deal, and we soon reached the sea 
beach. At three in the afternoon we 
, axrived at £1 Arish. About an hout 
before we reached it, we sto^)ed at 
some wells «f fresh water, where we 
found a great assemblage of camels 
and many Tarabeen Arabs, who ap- 
pewed to. stop all passengers. They 
-entered- into a violent dispute with our 
conductors, which we did not under- 
stand, but they took no notice of us. 
They presently levied a eontribution on 
the Arabs, who had joined us; and cer- 
tainly we should have shared the same 
fktahad ii not been for the appearance 
of our arms, as the chief followed us 
aU the way tor El Arish,. surveying our 
baggage with the most thievuii inqui- 
sttiveness. We were also passed by 
the. horseman who had visited us at 
breakfost, but observing that we kept 
our muskets in our hands, he said that 

* * * He shall inhabit the parched places in the 
wilderness, in a bait land and not inhabited." 
Jertmiah, nil. 6. 



it was not against us that he meditated, 
hostilities, and galloped on. At £1 
Arish are some Roman ruins s we .no». 
tioed several marble columns. The 
village, which has a very fine well of 
.igood water, is situated on a slight emi- 
.nenoe about half a mile from the sea* 
from which it is hidden by sand . hills, 
and slumps of palms. The principal 
part is inclosed .within a high wall of 
4Sonsiderable thickness, having, loop, 
holes all round for musketry. There 
is an octagon battery for cannon .ai 
each aaigle. Some ruined guns and 
old French ammunition :boxes are aU 
the warlike stores it contains. Thia. 
place is semankable for the.treaty made 
between. Sir Sidney^ Smith and the 
French sivny^- fo^ the* evacuation of 
Egypt, which his superiors would not 
ratify. The land about £1 Arish is 
quite barren. • 

October S.—^Soon after midnight 
we left this place. The morning was 
cold and fo^y till sunrise, about tai 
hour after which we stopped to bseal&> 
fast. We begged our camel«drivers to 
halt in a vale at some distance from 
the road, that our • Tarabeen neigh- 
bours might not discover us. Wehad^ 
however, scarcely unladen the camels, 
when one of them eame and seated 
himself in the midst of us. We could 
not help beinff surprised at the way in 
which this fellow stuck to us, as we 
were now nine>hours from the place 
where we had first met him. We re. 
quested he would take himself off, as 
he could have- no business with us. He 
walked away, apparently disappointed 
at not meeting some of his companions 
to assist him in plundering us. The 
desert was now much the same as at 
first, the number of shrubs increasing. 
In the forenoon we passed an exten- 
sive plain, where there are weUs of 
tolerable water» a sheikh's tomb, and a 
Mahommedan burial4>laoe. In the 
afternoon we had occasional views of 
the sea. We met many flocks of sheep . 
and goats, peasants, and several laden 
camels. The attendants were usually 
armed, and eyed our bagm;c with a 
scrutinising look, but the sight of the 
muskets has always a tranquillising 
effect on them. We saw some par- 
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tridges, a&d a good many gerba, a sort 
of ft which jumps like the kangaroo. 
About fbur we passed a temple of con- 
itiderable magnitude. Two pillars of 
grey granite ajre standing, with several 
pTi^itr&te fragments ; an^ there is a. 
nrse wall, constructed of antique re- 
n^ims. At sunset we reached the 
yfllal^e^of Haneunis. It has a long 
dtfnare fortification, inclosing a mosque. 
The approach to this place is pictu. 
resq^ne : it is seated in a valley, and 
ite e^ivirons are prettily laid out with 
gKt^ns, trees, &c. There is but little 
hmd turj^ed to agricultural purposes. 
We remarked boui the houses and in- 
habitants to be cleaner and handsomer 
<9isn those of Egypt. There are many 
marble fragments of columns, &c., 
which mark the site of a Roman town. 
We had often, before we left Cairo, 
inquired about the cheer we were 
fikely to meet' wilh in crossing the 
^lesert, and were always told of the 
hardships 'we shpuld experience ; such 
«8 want of water, the fatiguing motion 
of the camels^ and the total privation 
of every accommodation: Bruce's nar- 
rative had also led us to expect very 
Indifferent fare. With these unfavour- 
able impression^, we were not a little 
surprised to find our journey a most 
pleasant one. The pace of the camels, 
though tedious, being little more than 
two miles an hour, we found very 
agreeable. The open air was the best 
sleeping-place during the night, and 
even then it was rather too warm ; 
ttnd'as for water and provision, as we 
had taken care to lay in a good stock 
of both, we fared remarkably well. 
Indeed, if I except the heat, which 
About noon is certainly a fraction more 
tiian is agreeable'( the skin of our noses 
|>eing blistered off by it), I can truly 
say, I never made a more pleasant trip 
fa, my life. 

October 9. — At daylight we pro- 
eeeded, the road leading through a 
barren country resembling a heath. 
In two hours we came to the village of 
Ebdier, prettily situated, with a view of 
the sea. There is here some land well 
cultivated and artificially watered, with 
th^ sackey, as in Egypt. The princi- 
pal produce is tobacco. Beyond 



the village, scattered about over an 
uncultivated plain, are some beaup* 
tifui sycamore trees, similar to those 
in Egypt. We remained ' four hoars 
under one of these trees for the pur- 
pose of drying all our things, which 
had been wett^ by Hie salt water some- 
days before, but we had ndt discovered 
it until now. While we were thiiS' 
employed, a woman came hastily forth 
from the village, and seating, herself 
on the grouhd, under a tree near ns^ 
bewailed most bitterly, throwing the 
sand over her head with frantic gesti- 
culations which lasted about twenty 
minutes,whto her husband, with whom 
we heard she had quarrelled, came^ 
and with difficulty took her away. 

There are some marble remains of 
antiquity at Esdier. We thought we 
perceived a decided change in the cli- 
mate ; the dews for some nights past 
had been very heavy. This morning 
the N.E. wind blew keenly, but thd 
sky was fine and clear. From Esdier 
to Gaza, which latter place we reached 
at 4 p. U., there are fine extensive 
plains prettily cultivated ; and the 
neighbourhood of Gaza itself is ridily 
wooded with the oliv^ sycamore, muU 
benry, cedar, fig, and other trees. The 
country is inclosed by hedges of prickly 
peitfs, the hills gently rising to the 
view beyond each other, and l£e whole 
has a beautiful appearance. Except- 
ing the less perishable materials, with 
which the houses are constructed—* 
stone being substituted for mud^-^the 
town partales of the wretched appear- 
jmoe of those in Egypt The rams ia 
winter have forced the natives to roof 
their houses^ whereas in Upper Egypt 
they merely lay some canvas across 
to shade Hhem from the son, that being 
the only inconvenience they have to 
guard against. We remarked that the 
inhabitants here were better lookiiiff 
and cleaner, the women being dressed 
in a white or blue shirt, and a white 
shawl thrown loosely over the head, 
with which those who have no other 
veil occasionally cover their faces. 
Being tired, and having nine days' 
beard, we did not visit the town ; we 
were further discouraged by our aev- 
vant having been scoffed at on account 
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of his religion. ^ This was the frontier 
town of the land of Canaan.* 

October 10. — At 4 a.m. we left 
Gaza ; the road for two hours was 
through beautiful groves of olive trees. 
Then entering an open country, partly 
cultivilted, we passed some villages on 
each side of us, and the dry torrent of 
the £sool over a bridge of two high 
arches. About noon we had on our 
left Majudal, a large village with a 
mosque, situated in a valley, sur- 
rounded by groves of olives. At three 
in the afternoon we arrived at Asdoud, 
the site of the Roman Azotus ; near it 
IS an antique building in the form of 
an open square, which we at first took 
to be Roman, but as the Turkish khans 
for the accommodation of caravans and 
travellers are built, much in the same 
manner, we are rather inclined to be- 
lieve that it is one of them of very 
ancient date. Its inclosed court is 
entered by an arched passage, within 
which, on each side, are piazzas 
formed of five arches^ two on each 
side of a larger one in the centre. On 
each side of the south entrance are 
chsunbers, with steps to ascend to the 
top of the building. The chamber on 
the left has evidently been used as a 
primitive Christian chapel, as appears 
by an altar and a cross ; and there is 
an inscription in some Eastern lan- 
guage over the door. There are other 
arches in ruins, and partly buried, 
closer to the village, amongst which is 
a marble fragment, which would appear 
to have once formed the capital of a 
Corinthian column. The natives of 
this place flocked round us in num- 
bers, looking at us, and everything 
belonging to us, with wonder and asto- 
nishment. After we thought they had 
sufiiciently surveyed us, we begged 
them to retire. They showed no inci- 
yllity, but said they merely came to 
look at us. Some women came also, 
with a sick young man, apparently in 
a consumption, asking medical advice. 
We assured them we were not hackim, 
which they did not believe, and we 
luckily recollected that our Maltese 
interpreter had some *^ balsam of 

* Genesis, z. 19. 



Mecca," which the friars say is an 
antidote for all distempers. We gave 
them some, which appeared to excite 
much gratitude. They, however, soon 
returned to beg some of our hair, say- 
ing that the smoke of Christian haiVf 
burnt while the medicine was warmings 
would ensure a cure of the disorder.'*' 
We could not help laughing at their 
superstition, but they continued to en- 
treat us. For my part I had little to 
spare, and Irby did not seem inclined 
to give away any of his. They at 
length retired without the desired re- 
medy, and brought us some honey and 
bread by way of return. This we 
offered to pay for, but they would not 
accept anything. We had been ad- 
vised by Sheikh Ibrahim to go from 
Gaza to Jafifa, by the way of Ascalon 
or Ashkelon, but our camel conductor 
could not be prevailed upon to go 
through that place, as it is not on the 
direct road, and he would be liable to 
a penalty if he deviated from the com- 
mon route of the camels — a regulation 
intended, we suppose, to prevent smug- 
gling, as Ascalon is on the sea-coast. 
At that place we should have seen part 
of a Roman amphitheatre, and some 
excavations made by Lady Hester 
Stanhope, in search of supposed trear 
sure, which failed of success ; but what 
we saw at Azotus in some measure 
recompensed us, and this we should 
have missed had we gone by the other 
route. It was at Ashkelon that Sam- 
son slew thirty men (Judges, xiv. 
V. 19). Asdoud is called Ashdod in 
the Old Testament (see Isaiah, xx. ; 
Jeremiah, xxv. ; Amos, i., ib. iii. ; Ze- 
chariah, xix. ; and Zephaniah, ii.). It 
is called Azotus in the Acts of the 
Apostles, and by the Romans. Pal- 
myra, built by Solomon by the name 
of Tedmor, or Tadmor, is another in- 
stance, among many in Syria, of places 
having regained their original names. 
The Arabs in that neighbourhood 
know nothing of Palmyra, always call- 
ing it Tedmor. 

October 11. — Before daylight, we 
quitted Asdoud ; the country is open 

* Mungo Park, at Dingyee, was requested 
by a foulah to give bim a lode of his hair to 
make a saphie. 
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and little cultivated, though the soil is 
very rich. In the f^temoon we passed 
some ruins, probably Roman ; they 
appear to have been an aqueduct to 
convey water to the road-side, which 
is to the eastward of the tract we 
traversed. We also passed a well 
which our conductor told us contained 
poisonous water ; on our right was 
Vabne, the ancient Jamnia, situated 
on a small eminence. About noon we 
crossed the nahr (or river) El Rubin, 
close to the ruins of a Roman bridge, 
one arch of which, and a part of. an- 
other, are all that remain. They are 
overgrown with' bushes and weeds, 
which have a pretty effect ; and cer- 
tainly, to an amateur of the pictu- 
resque, the ruins of Syria mnst have a 
decided advantage over those of Egypt, 
where an arid climate totally prevents 
there being the least spot of verdure 
on a ruined fabric, be it ever so old. 
The traveller is, however, recoinpensed 
for this deficiency, by the compara- 
tively high state of preservation in 
which he finds the Egyptian menu- 
ments, notwithstanding their superior 
antiquity ; and I think that he who 
has once seen Egypt, will never feel 
equally interested in any other coun- 
tzy. It is this feeling that has brought 
Mr. Bankes back to the Nile, after 
having explored Greece, Asia Minor, 
and the Archipelago ; and he is now 
gone a second time to Thebes. The 
river El Rubin, above the bridge, is 
nearly dry, and filled with wild flowers 
and rushes. Below it there is a hand- 
some winding sheet of water, the banks 
of which are likewise covered with 
various water-flowers, and many black 
water-fowl were swimming on its sur- 
face ; the water is bad, but not salt. 
On the opposite side of this river, on 
a small eminence, is Sheikh Rubin's 
tomb, surrounded by a square wall, 
inclosing some trees. There are in 
Syria and Egypt numbers of these 
tombs, which the Arabs erect to the 
memory of any man who they think 
has led a holy life, for the title of 
sheikh is not only given to their chiefs, 
but also to their saints. These tombs 
are generally placed in some conspi- 
cuons spot, fr^uently on the top of a 



mount. The sepulchre consists of a 
small apartment with a cupola over ity 
white-washed externally;* within are ■. 
deposited a mat and a jar of water, for 
the ablution of such as retire there for 
devotion. Sheikh Rubin, who - lived 
many years since, appears to have 
been much respected, and the people 
still go to pay vows at his shrine ; they 
also bring provisions and celebrate fes- 
tivals there ; the river no doubt receives 
its appellation from this sheikh. Leav- 
ing the neighbourhood of the nahr £1 
Rubin, we crossed the sand hills and 
came to the sea beach, four or five 
miles south of Jaffa, and continued 
coasting till we came to the back of the 
hiil, on the opposite side of which 
stands the town ; here we crossed 
over between the most beautiful gar- 
dens, filled with vines and fig-trees, 
the prickly pear, &c., though Uie soil 
is a deep sand. We arrived at Jaffa, 
the ancient Joppa, about 5 p.h. On 
our right we saw Ramla and Loudd, 
the ancient Arimathea, and Lydda ; 
the former is in the road to Jerusalem. 
There being no inns or khans in the 
sea-port towns for the accommodation 
of travellers, we were obliged to repair 
to the residence of the English consul. 
We found the representative of Great 
Britain sitting at the door of his house ; 
he was a man apparently about sixty 
years of age, dressed in the Turkish 
mode, excepting an old brown cocked 
hat covered with grease, and put 
square on his head. His beard might 
be of some seven or eight days' growth, 
and his back was ornamented with a 
plaited pig-tail, reaching down to his 
middle. It was difficult to refrain 
from laughing at the sight of so odd a 
figure, for his dress was all soiled 
with tat and the drippings of soup. 
He received us with a dignified reserve, 
and, uttering several '< favoriscas," 
showed us into the apartment, which 
performed the office of a saloon. This 
room was filled with water-melons ; 
some English prints decorated the 
walls, and an old dirty sofa, without a 

* ' * Ye are like unto whited sepulchres, in^eh, 
indeed, appear beautiful outward, but ara 
within full of dead men's bones." Matt. zziU. 
V.27. 
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Qovering, and well stocked -with flea^, 
ooDBtHttted ihe.foraUiiiiey whilst nmneK 
rous hoUfi in the floor gave free access 
ap4 egvefls to the ra^. > In the evemag, 
wfaen aiq^per waS'amieusaedy we weiie 
ift^opes of a splendid repast* and as 
wi» had«not tasted anything, ^nce our 
early breakfast of ..dried fruit, we 
entered the room with our appetites 
▼ecy sharp set* . Great was our disap- 
poiatment when we found nothing but 
xiee and cabbage, our host observing 
that it 'Was ^ Giomo deUa Penitenza. 
Wq slept in the taloorif and got unmer- 
dfitU^ bitten by^-the fleas. Next day 
weivoeiYed some scraps of meat, but 
the old. consul took care first to fill us 
so fuU of rice, that we could hardly 
find reom for the beitter part of hu 
feast JtJSsL, situated tm the sea^eoast, 
is k. small fortified town ; the defences 
were<>io a very i^nous state, but the' 
Aga was busily employed in repairing 
tiiem. Vessels were arriving fron^ the 
nortfan^ird daily, with stones, &c., and 
he himself supwintended the op^cu- 
tions constantly. The. Christian and 
Mafaommedan inhabitants were obliged 
to userk alternate days, the parties- 
being changed every morning at sun- 
Eise* by> the sound of the drum. We 
fltew the place where the French 
entered the town on their advance into 
Sym, taid the hospital where Buona- 
parte poisoned his sick, on his retreat, 
to prevent their falling into the hands 
of the Turks. This place is now the 
Armenian w con vent, and one of the 
priests, who was in the town at the 
time, says there were only thirty-five 
men thus poisoned. About a mile 
without the town the French army 
was encamped, and it was here that 
Napeleoni inhumanly massacred the 
inhabitants in cool blood, after the 
town was fieiUyin his possession* The 
number thus slain is uncertain, but 
many people now in Jaffa attest the 
truth of the story. Our camel-driver 
being bound to Jerusalem, we sent 
the heaviest part of our baggage to 
that place by him,- and endeavoured 
to purchase horses to continue our 
route in Syria. Ab we found great 
difficulty in procuring them, we sent 
to request the Aga would lend us a 



soldier to assist us, as old Damiani, th^ 
consul, was of more harm than goodiq 
the business.. • Instead of doing so^ the 
Aga very kindly said - he would lend 
us government hovses for nothing, ai 
he had also done toColonel Strattoiv 
and that weight keep them as long ao 
we pleased.: he added, that an Englishr 
man, to whom he had gsanted the same 
favour, 'had three years afterwards 
sent him a c^y-glass in return, This ob» 
servation savoured a little, of self-inte^ 
rest, but he was a kind-hearted man* 
as the following incident showtf. Our 
Maltese interpreter, twenty years ago. 
had been in a better situation of ■ me^ 
and, whilst trading in a small way in 
cotton, became, acquainted with thia 
Aga ; on some occasion he had given 
him a watch as a present ) they never 
again met till the other day, when the 
Maltese, travelling as interpreter to 
Cdlonel Stratton, was reco^oused^ at 
Jaffa, by the Aga, who, seeing.him in 
reduced cu'oumstances, fiMrced him to 
receive a sum of money, saying, it was 
now his turn to give a present. The 
Maltese, who is an honest man, deeliaedi 
accepting the cash, but the other forced 
him to take it. This is (me, amongst 
other instances we have met with of th» 
disint^ested generosity of the higher 
class of Turks. Jaffa is the ancient 
Joppa: Hiram, king of Tyre, sent 
Lebanon cedars by sea to Joppa, for 
the building of SoIouKm's temple ; and 
the latter Imd them removed by -land 
to Je]*usalem (see 2 Chronicles, c. iL 
V. 16). The scene of St. Peter's vision 
was nearJoppa (Acts, x.)» 

October 15. — ^At 9 a. m. we . left 
Jafifk. ~ We had not slept in a house,. or 
under any cover since we departed from 
Cairo ; as yet we had found no incon- 
venience from this ; but as we werd 
going to the northward, and the winter 
was fast coming on, we thought it ad* 
visable to equip ^ourselves in a thick 
Arab garment, made of a sort of ooaraa 
wool or sackdoth ;. it was very heavy, 
and, although of the best quality, cost 
only ten piastres,, little more than fiv* 
shillings ; a pair of coarse 'white Tarbb 
ish breeehes, and red worsted turbaa 
completed our costume. The sub 
in the desert had browned us to ft 
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good standard colour, which According 
well wkh our dress, .we thus avoided 
the curiosity of the natives, who before 
UMedUkAwi- round to gaze at us as if 
we h*d been w^ heaets. For five 
piastres we purchased a woolton mat 
to do. duty as a bed ; and thus fur- 
nished^ and with £our good hade hozaesj 
we felt quite indepenident* As to pro* 
Tiaione,we always had a staple of breads 
cheese^ and oniensy which served for 
bieakikst) dinner, and supper, unless 
we worefortunate enough to meet with 
a fowL Ova road led. along the sea*- 
beaoh, and we shortly crossed the nahr 
£1 Fetras* In the afternoon we passed 
through a wild but pretty country, and 
Classed the nahr: Aisouf, leaving the 
village of that name (the ancient Apol- 
lenia) on our left. The following 
morning we set out very early, and 
cacossing the nahr £1 Kasah ftmved at 
Cesarea. Here .we stopped two hours, 
eacamining the. antiquities. A small 
part of these are inclosed within the 
ruinA4»f an old wall and diteh, which 
appeared to, be Saracenic f. and on a 
promontory < which bounds this ex* 
treraity on the south side, are the re* 
mains of a large edifice, constructed 
apparently upon the -ruins of a Roman 
tamp]9. Many fragments of 4mmense 
pillars of granite have .been used to 
form a, landing-place ovti^e north point 
of a small bay* Tho . Roman remains 
extend far beyond tho Umits of the 
walls before-menticmedv .<md to > the 
north of them. Above, and parallel 
with the ^ea-beachy.are the,:ruins of 
flcime arches, and of a wail, which. ap- 
pears to lead to the hilhv which now 
begin to approach closer- to the sea, 
and to the nahr Zerk^ where the water 
is fresh; this circumstance, .(md the 
wells of the town having bad water, led 
US. to suppose that these arches had 
<moe been part of an aqueduct* There 
am- also wells on the promontory, but 
they are now dry. Without the Sara< 
eenic walis» to the 8.outh« we found a 
<)olumn of marble* with a Romans .in. 
soription of the . Emperpr Septimius 
Seveams, but too .much buried fpr us 
to take a<oopy of.it. About noon we 
arrived at Tortura, the ancient Dora 
(see Judges, i. 27), There are extensive 



ruins here, but tiiey possess nothing of 
interest. We left tbisplaoeattwoyniid 
at fcmr reatdied Athlitei, .whore we le* 
mained for the night. Between-Tem 
tura and AihHte are nnmerons* sten* 
quarries. The village of AthUteis 
situated en a • yeninsnlar»shaped' f P»i 
mont(»y,and has apparently l»ea eon* 
structed from the ruins of an ancient 
dty . It is of small' extent, and would 
seem from its elevated' situatiott, vand 
the old watt. winch surrounds it^- to have 
been- a oitadeU There are the mine of 
two other walls, one of wbi^ mcloesn 
a square space^ the farther or sonthsnt- 
most end of- whieh juts< into tbesea* 
There are three entranoes through thus 
wall, two on the east, and^ene en .^o 
south 8ide,,and steps in various places 
to ascend to the top of it. • The other 
wall i^proacdies near to that ef the. 
citadel ; but the outer one, which we. 
may suppose tohave ineladed the re* 
mainder of the ancient town, inehwes^ 
a eonsiderable space .of ground noW 
uninhabited. T^ere lis. a small hay to. 
the south of the psomontoryvwhieht 
may have oooasioiied the coastaructionr 
of a town on this sita^ as it makes a. 
tolerable haven for. small- vesaslStf The 
most interesting thing within. die eita* 
del, is the ruin of a great haildlngy 
which 'we were puzzled to . make oat | 
the half of the eireumfereuM, whio^ 
is still standing, has six jsides. .On the 
exterior, below, the oosmioe, ..in site- 
relievo, are heads of men, Uons^ and 
sheep. ■ The exterior .waUji of tbisedl* 
fice have, a double line of arches via the 
Gothic style ; the lower xow lavgei^ 
than the upper one |r the artdiitectuve 
is light and elegant. There does hot 
appear te be any ancient, name to^tfaia 
place,and from all ^the informntian that 
we could . obtain, the rnins ,$xm no 
older than the time of th^ omaadesy 
when the towuv went by the name of 
Gastel Pelegrino. < From the.commo* 
diousness of the bay» the extent o£ the 
quarries in the neighbourhood the fine 
rich plains n^ar it, which now axe.only 
partially cultivated, it would seem that 
this plaoe was formerly of much im** 
portance, and that the neiehbourhoody 
tliough now very thinJty inhabited^ was 
once populous. 
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October 17. — At day-light we de- 
parted Uirough the northernmost of 
the two passages in the eastern wall. 
Here the rock has been cut away to 
form the road, and various circum- 
stances combined, induced us to form 
an opinion that Athlite is of much 
greater antiquity than is represented. 
Passing by the part of the coast formed 
by the foot of Mount Carmel, we 
entered the bay of Acre, and in less 
than three hours from Athlite we 
were at Caiffa (the ancient Hepha). 
Here we found the only friar at pre- 
sent belonging to the convent of 
Mount Carmel, an intelligent man (a 
Maltese), who, after supplying us with 
breakfast, attended us to the summit 
of Cannel, where the convent is situ- 
ated. • This building was formerly 
fitted up with beds, and every accom- 
modation. It was pillaged and de- 
stroyed by the Arabs after the retreat 
of the French army from the siege of 
Acre ; the latter having used it as a 
hospitol for their sick and wounded, 
while their operations were carrying 
on ; and in the places where the poor 
fellows were hud, the numbers by 
which they were arranged are still 
visible on the walls. The friar shewed 
us a cave cut in the natural rock 
where the prophet Elijah had his altar 
(see 1 Kings, xviiL 17, and following 
verses). In front of this are the re- 
mains of a handsome church in the 
Crothic style, built by the Empress 
Helena at the time she made her pil- 
grimage to Jerusalem. From Mount 
Carmel there is a beautiful view of the 
bay of Acre, the mountains inland, 
and the Mediterranean. Near the 
convent are some prostrate columns. 
We found an immense scorpion 
amongst the rubbish in the court. 
There is a well of excellent water. 
The mount is of very inconsiderable 
height, and quite barren, though at 
the north-eastern foot of it are some 
pretty olive-yards. On mentioning to 
the friar our suspicions of the ruins of 
Athlite being partly Roman, he sug- 
gested the idea that it might have 
been called Athla, as the present name 
Athlite resembles that word much in 
Bound. We returned from Mount 



Carmel, and leaving Caiffa at three in 
the afternoon, followed the coast of 
the bay of Acre, and shortly passed 
over to the right of the brook Kishon, 
where Elijah slew the worshippers of 
Baal after he had proved to them the 
existence of the true God, by the 
miracle he had wrought on Moimt 
Carmel. We soon after crossed the 
mouth of the river Kishon, and subse- 
quently the river Belus, and reaching 
Acre at sunset, were shown to the 
house of Signer Malagamba, the Bri- 
tish agent All the rivulets we have 
hitherto passed in Syria are fordable 
in the Autumn, close to their junction 
with the sea, where the counteraction 
of the rapid streams of the rivers, and 
the surf, form sand-banks or bars. The 
water is generally fresh close to their 
junction with the ocean. 

October 13. — ^We found Signor Mala- 
gamba more useful to us than Dami- 
ani : but as he had no room to lodge 
us in, we took up our quarters in the 
convent, where we were kindly received 
by the ** Padre Superiore." We ate 
our meals with the worthy consul, 
whose house is in the same khan as 
the convent. Acre is a strong forti- 
fied town. Since the French siege, in 
1799, the Turks have doubled the 
walls which inclose the town. We 
were shewn the breach made by the 
French army, now entirely repaired, 
except the spent shot-holes. The situa> 
tion of Acre is delightful. The princi- 
pal objects of interest in the town are 
the mosque, the pasha's seraglio, the 
granary, and the arsenal. A great 
religious festival was solemnised by 
the Turks while we were here. The 
mosques were brilliantly illuminated 
at night. The next day we went to 
see me pasha's finest horses : they 
were splendidly caparisoned with gaudy 
trappings of leopards' skins embroi- 
dered with gold and silver; but the 
animals themselves were ill made and 
good for little, the whole affair being 
more for show than use. Acre wtia 
the Accho of the Old Testament, 
which, together with Achzib, Dor, 
Sidon, and some other places of the 
sea-coast of Syria, were never comp 
pletely subdued by the Israelites (see 
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Judges, i. 31). Gaza, Ekron, and 
Ascalon, further to the southward, 
were subjugated (same chap. i.T. 18). 
We here procured a firman from the 
pasha, having travelled thus far with- 
out any authority from the Syiian 
governments. This firman was worded 
very strongly in our favour ; it was 
addressed to all the Agas in tlie pasha^ 
Me of Acre, and our horses were or- 
dered to be furnished with fodder, &c. 
free of expense wherever we might go. 

October 20. — At one in the after- 
noon we quitted Acre. Our route lay 
across the plain of that name, in which 
there was nothing remarkable to be 
seen except the extensive aqueduct by 
which the town is supplied with water. 
We stopped at Zib, the ancient Ach- 
zib (see Judges, i. 31 ). The inhabitants 
were dressed for the Mahommedan 
feast, and crowded round us, and all 
their sick came for medical aid, but 
we had nothing to give them but the 
balsam of Mecca, which had been so 
useful at Ashdoud. Amongst our 
patients was the sheikh's son, who had 
burnt his hand most terribly. He 
evinced much gratitude for the assist- 
ance we rendered to him and the rest 
of the villagers. He offered our in- 
terpreter a considerable sum of money, 
which he refused. A small medicine 
chest, with Reece's or some other 
book on the subject, would be a truly 
valuable article in tiie trunk of a tra^ 
Teller in these countries, and would be 
the surest means of conciliating the 
natives. 

October 21. — We were mounted and 
on our route at daylight, and in about 
an hour's time reached Cape Blanco. 
The descent on the north side reminded 
ns, in its numerous windings, of the 
mountain roads of Switzerland ; and 
the sea dashing against the rocks be- 
low us had a fine effect. The road 
was execrable. About three hours 
l)efore we reached Tsour, the ancient 
Tyre, we stopped to visit some ruins 
on a small eminence on our right ; 
they consisted of the remains of a 
large city, and the ruins of a temple 
in a most dilapidated state. Only two 
columns are standing. In the lower 
part oi the capital of one we distin- 



guished the Echinus moulding. The 
material used in these buildings is the 
natural stone of the country, which 
is calcareous and very porous. Beyond 
these ruins we distinctly traced the 
remains of the ancient paved way to- 
wards Tyre, and we afterwards as- 
cended what is called the ladder of the 
Tyrians ; it is a picturesque spot, the 
road being cut in the side of the per^ 
pendicular cliff on the sea-shore, to 
the height of several hundred feet 
above the level of the water. This, 
according to- Maundrell (page 52), was 
the work of Alexander the Great. 
After descending from this elevated 
spot, we passed the ruinous heaps of 
another ancient city and some pic- 
turesque rivulets, and arrived at Tsour 
at one in the afternoon. Here we put 
up at the house of an Arab, who called 
himself a Christian archbishop ; he 
was not at home, and, at first, his wife, 
daunted by our rough Arab attire, was 
unwilling to receive us, but our con- 
ductor assuring her that we were 
Englishmen travelling for pleasure, 
she treated us with great civility and 
attention. The establishment was a 
very humble one, as might be expected 
in so mean a place. The prophecies 
of the fall of Tyre in Isaiah, Jeremiah, 
and Ezekiel, seem to be fulfilled in the 
present appearance of Tsour, there 
being no vestige remaining, but mere 
rubbish, of the ancient city (so called 
from Tiras the son of Japheth). The 
city, formerly built on an island, is now 
on a peninsula ; the isthmus, which 
Alexander caused to be made for the 
prosecution of his attack on the city, 
has now the appearance of natural 
ground. The walls and castle are visi- 
ble, but I should strongly suspect they 
are not the same which existed at the 
time when Tyre was in its glory, and 
tlie port is much choked up with miid. 
October 22. — At sun-rise we pro- 
ceeded on our journey. We saw the 
remains of the ancient aqueduct, and 
crossed the mouth of the Kasmia ; the 
banks of this winding river, which 
proceeds from an extensive valley be- 
tween the mountains, are very pic- 
turesque. There is a bridge with one 
arch over it; a little below which is a 
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•mall ifllaad. We continued our route 
thxvugh a country nearly barren, very 
thinly populated^ and very unintereet. 
ingi with mountains on our right, dee- 
titote of eitber< beauty or vegetation. 
We passed through the ruins of five 
<W* six large cities, now mere rubbish, 
miid.oidy distingiushable as sites of 
towns^ by numerous stones much dila- 
pidiited, but still showing marks of 
(aving been cut square with the chisel, 
t. wHh mortar acHiering to them,and here 
And there were fragments of columns. 
V Ther only place marked in the map in 
this quwrter is tiie ancient Sarapta or 
Zar^hath, remarkable by the miracles 
wrought there by Elijah (see- 1 Kings, 
xvii.) In the afbemoon we crossed 
the dry bads of several torrents, and 
a river^ by a bridge of five arches ; the 
banks of all these streams were covered 
with wild-flowers, amongst which was 
the oleander, in full bloom and beauty. 
As we approached Saida we observed 
that the sides of the hills were covered 
with vineyards, but their appearance 
is not at all picturesque. HaJf aii hour 
before we arrived, we passed the ruins 
of another ancient city ; also a frag- 
ment of a granite column, and a Roman 
mile-stone, like that near Cesarea, and 
having upon it an inscription of the 
time of Septimius Severus. The im- 
mediate neighbourhood of Saida (the 
ancient Sidon) is. pretty. The place 
■derived its name £rom Sidon, the first- 
bom of Canaan (see Genesis, x. 15). 
The plain at- the foot of the hiUs is 
entirely appropriated to extensive and 
Bhady groves and gardens^ with narrow 
and pretty lanes l^tween them. There 
is no English consul or agent at Saida, 
we therefore went to the ccmvent, but 
found no friars there, and the church 
was slMit up. The Eranoh consul had 
entire possession of all the apartments; 
he was now on a tour to the Holy 
Ijand. We had seen him at Acre ; he 
was then with his wife going to^ Naza- 
reth. We had some difficulty in ob- 
taining a room in this convent, but at 
last we got one belonging to one of 
the absent servants. We were now 
in the neighbourhood of Lady Hester 
Stanhope, and as we were entrusted 
with a letter from Mr. Salt, a packet 



of English letters from Acre, and a 
book Stom Jaflfk, we deemed ' it our 
duty to wait on her, and therefore set 
out for her usual reetdenoe, -an old 
deserted convent in the mmmtainy 
about one hour and half distance from 
Saida,*called Mar Elias Alza ; but her 
ladyship had removed from thence- on 
account of the heat to a more elevated 

Spot in title. mountains, called < Castle 
eba : 'we -thel<efore forwarded ' the 
letters, &o., together with « note^ i«- 
questing permission to wait on her. 
The fbUowing morning we reeetred a 
letter, saying, that she had made her 
mind up net to reeeive any more 
Engiiriimen, with the exception- of 
officers of the army and navy, ^<ali 
fine fellows," as she was pleased to 
express herself; at the same time she 
strongly dissuaded us from undertaking 
the trip to Palmyra, and recommended 
us to make a short tmir of fifteen or 
twenty days round the -vicinity of 
Saida, and then to return and pass 
twenty days -with her in her convent. 
This, at the -present season of the year, 
with the winter and rainy season fast 
approaching^ would have been the most 
impolitic plan we could have pursued, 
and therefore we returned a polite 
answer^declining her civilities with' as 
good a grace as we could. • She is 
always dressed in the Turkish costume 
as a man ; >her generosity we heard 
spoken of in all directions. Saida 
possesses as few relics of its andnnt 
magnificence as Tyze. The port, al- 
though it may once have been exten. 
sive, iaaow small, and nearly filled up 
with mud. The castle, connected to 
the main land by a bridge, is an old 
building) but the same remark which 
I made on the ancient edifices at Tyre 
is applicable to those of Sidon, vis., that 
they are more recent than the time 
when the city was in its splendour. 

Oetober^2&. At 9 a.m., we left 
Saida by a wretched rugged road, and 
through an uninteresting country. We 
met occasionally with the remains of 
the ancient paved way. In the after^ 
noon we passed tiie ruins of an ancient 
town and burial-ground ; here are 
many stone sarcophagi, some never 
opened ; their lids are high and massy. 
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and termiiuite In >ftn t^Wt- A tittle 
bejjtQod them are two aivhes m the 
m«Diitam'ft si^^ the mins either of ft 
bridge or ati< aqoediiet. I^ortly after- 
wards we quitted the- «ea*eoaBt ^md 
passed over the hiUs which form the 
promoDtery of Bayruth ; here^ we 
bad a fine view of the plain^ co- 
hered wHb' groves of oUves, and' of 
fleveral village^ on- the mountain's side. 
'Deftoending^ we passed through plaik- 
totions^f-ig^, and of yoting-malherxy 
trees for tiie siII&'Worniy and from 
4ibsDe»4hr«ttgh gSirdens neaitly inclosed 
by walls^ wbore we ni«it oeoasionaHy 
with fraffmentd of antiquil^. It was 
dusk berore we entered Bayrath,- the 
aneient Berytus. 'It stands well, and 
like >atl the o&tw towns of Syria that 
we have seen, has pretty environs and 
rich gardens at'thb back of dt ;'but 
these beauties are always confined to 
f«. particidar spots^. and an hour's ride 
r^ usually conducts you again- into an un- 
^ interesting and rocky country. There 
is a &ie view t>f -the sea from the 
marina/and the -jetty is built on foun- 
dations of antique grani!te columns. 
There -is also an ancient bath within 
the teit^ We were at the house of 
Mr. LamreUa, the English «gent, a 
very good ffeUow. 

October '2€A—^Ai two in the after, 
noon we left Bayruthy the *road being 
ibr a^ short time very pretty, with 
gatdcns ron each side of us. We soon 
oroesed tiie*nahr £i-Sarib below the 
jmrttioB of tbe hahr £11-Leban, or 
Biverof M3k, so called from its foam- 
ing when overcharged with water. It 
is a- pretty rivutet ; the bridge has six 
arches^ From hence the road led along 
tire sea^yeaohntttil we came to a rocky 
promontoil^, the ascent of which re- 
mindedus df the ladder of the Tyrians, 
though it is neither so high nor so pic- 
turesque^ on reaching the summit, we 
saw below us on the other side the 
nahr EkKelb, or Biver of the Dog, 
running beautifully through a deep 
chasm in the mountains, and a very 
good bridge over it, which Maundrell 
describes as being a bow-shot from the 
sea. The banks are pbinted with vines 
and mulberries. There is a Roman 
inscription on a tablet carved out of 



the rock-'on* the side of « the read W6 
descended ; this was copied by Maua- 
drell, 120 years ^ago, and appears io 
record tfae«onstruetion:K]f the 'road by 
the • Emperor Antoniniitf. Near the 
bri^e is also- another iliacriptioB in 
the Arabic hmguage. - * We passed -the 
night* at the: month- of the river, and 
at daylight the foHewiog morning pre- 
ceeded along '^e* seaMshore. - In an 
hour% time weaseended a rocky ^point 
of a small bvyinhabited by fisiiermeii. 
At the foot of this promontory^ dose 
t6 -the sea, are the remains of a chapel 
cut out of the rook, which 'we were 
mfocmed • was the sepulchre of * St. 
George. The old firiiermen, whose 
Ijottage is mtuated on -tite^promoritory 
ab6ve the chapel, wereiso 'superstitious 
as to believe, and endeavoured to per- 
•suade us, that the water oft the sea near 
this spot is a cure foer all distempers^ 
and that Duraerons-people came hither 
f<^ the purpose of being heided by it. 
We had here a gbod view of the grand 
convents of Harisia Sotunmaar, ro- 
mantically situated on the summit- of 
the mountaim The valley at the end 
of this bay is cultivated and studded 
with cottages* Proceeding along the 
sea-beach we: passed a' Reman arch 
constructed wi& large stonea over the 
bed of a torrent ; from, henoe the road 
led over rugged roeks,'till we came to 
a handsome bridge of a single arch, 
over the nahr Ibrahim, the ancient 
Adonis, which, like ithe nahr ElJCelby 
proceeds from a deep chasm between 
the mountains, but the leved land is 
more extensive than that near mdv 
£l.KeIb. We now proceeded by the 
sea-coast to Islebail. On our way we 
crossed over (me of those ntUural 
6rtd^««, over a torrent- now dry. This 
is one of many places where the water 
meeting with inclined beds, has under- 
mined the intermediate earth, and 
formed caverns, or natural arches. 
We reached Gebail, or Gibyle, at two 
in the afternoon^ and stopped at the 
convent of Maronites^ a poor mis^- 
able set of people who nn^Le a merit of 
never eating mea<^ &c. At Gebail^ 
without the town, there are many 
I Roman ruins, and a bridge with seve- 
. ral granite columns ; within the town. 
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the castle and some other modem 
edifices are constructed upon ancient 
foundations. The Roman name of 
Gebail is marked in the map as Byblus, 
but in Ezekiel, xxvii. 9, it ia called 
Gebal, and is mentioned as furnishing 
the fleets of Tyre with caulkers. 

October 28. — We went from Grebail 
to Tripoli, which we did not reach till 
dusk, though we started at daylight. 
We saw nothing of interest except the 
remains of a Roman temple, and we 
passed over a very rugged and bad 
road until we reached Batroun, the 
ancient Botrys. Here the road turned 
to the right through a fine valley be- 
tween the mountains, in which we 
noticed an old picturesque castle stand- 
ing on a high rock ; it is called Texn- 
seida, and was probably constructed 
to defend this pass. The hills on 
the south of the vale are covered 
with shrubs, and by the roadside are 
plantations of mulberries, vines, &c. 
A small river, which we occasionally 
crossed by bridges, takes its winding 
course through the valley. Leaving 
it, we passed to the north over the 
mountfuns by rugged paths, bordered 
by the myrtle and other wild shrubs, 
uutil we again came down upon the 
coast. At sun-set we reached Tripoli, 
and not being aware that there was an 
English consul in the town, took up 
our quarters in the convent with Padnt 
Hermenigildo. This is the best town 
we have seen in Syria, the houses 
being all well built of stone, and neatly 
constructed witliin. It is seated- at 
the foot of the mountains, at some 
distance from the seashore, and is 
surrounded by luxuriant gardens, 
producing innumerable oranges and 
lemons. The town is commanded by 
two old castles on the heights, built in 
the time of the crusades ; the port is 
near an hour's distance, on a low point 
of the sea-coast, it is but an indifferent 
one, being an open anchorage, only a 
little sheltered by the Pigeon Islands. 
Three cities formerly stood here, one 
subject to Aradus, a second to Tyre, 
and the third to Sidon ; hence the ori- \ 
gin of the name Tripoli. There are 
square towors^ apparently of the time 



of the crusades, all the way from the 
port towards Tripoli. On the second 
day of our arrival we received a mes- 
sage from the English consul, expres- 
sive of his regret that we had not come 
to his house ; we immediately waited 
on him,and explained the circumstance 
to his satisfactifm. He was a fine old 
man, nearly eighty years of age, and 
remembered Bruce, who stayed some 
days at his house ; we were delighted 
with the affable and sensible conversa- 
tion of this veteran. 

On Thursday, at four in the morn- 
ing, we left Tripoli, for the purpose of 
visiting the cedars of Lebanon and 
Baal bee. Signer Giuseppe Mazoliere, 
the son of a French merchant, accom- 
panied us, at the request of the padre 
of the convent. The ascent from Tri- 
poli is gradual ; the first object of in- 
terest is the aqueduct and bridge over 
the nahr Kavdas, or Abouli river. 
These structures are overgrown with 
bushes and weeds, and the river runs 
picturesquely under them in two chan- 
nels. At first the road is good, and 
passes through cultivated plains, groves 
of olives, and beautiful vaJleys watered 
by branches of the river. Afterwards 
it becomes very rugged, steep, and 
irregular, and continues so the whole 
way to the village of Eden, passing 
between two conspicuous points of 
the mountain. Eden is delightfully 
situated by the side of a rich acd 
highly cultivated valley ; it contains 
between four and five hundred fami- 
lies, who, on the approach of winter, 
descend to another village only an 
hour's distance from Tripoli; thefami. 
lies were in the act of removing to 
their winter habitations when we 
arrived; and on our return from Baat 
bec, all those who had not previously 
quitted their summer quarters de- 
scended with us. They have an Arab 
catliolic bishop, a church, and several 
priests ; there is another Christian 
village, lower down in the vale. We 
arrived at Eden about two o'clock, 
which, including stoppages, makes it 
ten hours from Tripoli. Here Signer 
Mazoleire's relations received us most 
hospitably. The wine was delightful ; 
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that of Lebanon has always been es- 
teemed.* 

Early on Friday moming, we set out 
by moonlight for the cedars, and 
arriyed a little after daybreak. The 
ascent from Eden to the cedars is not 
considerable, the distance, allowine for 
the windings of the road, whicn is 
rery ragged and hilly, may be about 
five miles. On the right, higher up 
the mountain, is a larger and deeper 
Tale than that of Eden, with the vil- 
lage of Beshiri in the bottom ; this 
viUley is very rich and picturesque. 
It is surrounded by lofty mountains, 
and is watered by a winding stream. 
It reminded us of the vale of the Dive 
in Savoy, and its " Pont de Chevres." 
The famous cedars of Lebanon are 
situated on a small eminence, in a 
valley at the foot of the highest part of 
the mountain. The land on the moun- 
tain's side has a sterile aspect, and the 
trees are the more remarkable as they 
stand altogether in one clump, and are 
the only ti*ees to be seen in this part 
of Lebanon. There may be about tifty 
of them, but their present appearance 
ill corresponds with the character 
given of them in scripture. There 
was not one of them at all remarkable 
ibr its dimensions or beauty ; the 
largest amongst them is formed by 
the junction of four or five trunks into 
one tree; according to Maundrell this 
is 12 yards in girt ; but we are much 
more inclined to agree with Volney 
than with Maundrell, in the descrip- 
tion which they have respectively 
^ven of the cedars of Lebanon. Nu- 
merous names carved on the trunk of 
the larger trees, some with dates as 
far back as 1640, record the visits of 
individuals to tins interesting spot, 
which is nearly surrounded by the 
barren chain of Lebanon, in the form 
of an amphitheatre of about thirty 
miles circuit, the opening being to- 
wards the sea. We thought the tout- 
ensemble more resembled the Apen- 
nines at the back of Genoa, than any 
other mountain scenery we had ever 
seen. Mount Lebanon and its cedars 
are frequently alluded to in scripture. 

* ** The scent thereof shall be as the wine 
of Lebauim." Hotea, xiv. v. 7. 



The words, '* All the trees of Eden, 
the choice and best of Lebanon,*' Eze- 
kiel, xxxi. v. 16, would seem to imply 
that the boasted cedars were always 
near the place in which the few re- 
maining ones now are, as they are not 
more than five miles distant from the 
modern village of Eden. In the 2nd 
Chronicles, ii. 8, the words, <<Send 
me also cedar-trees, fir-trees, and 
algum-trees, out of Lebanon," clearly 
prove that formerly other kinds of 
wood grew on this mountain, none of 
why^ are now to be found here, unless 
the walnut tree of the present day, 
which is in very high perfection at 
Eden, is the algum-tree of the an- 
cients. By the first book of Kings, 
chap. vi. and vii., it appears that much 
cedar was used in the construction of 
Solomon's temple. With respect to 
the village of Eden it appears to stand 
where of old was the garden of God, 
so called throughout the whole of the 
xxxi. chap, of Ezekiel, particularly in 
the 8th and 9th verse ; but by refer- 
ence to Genesis ii. verse 8, the posi- 
tion of the garden of Eden, where 
Adam and Eve were placed, seems 
very uncertain, for from the 10th to 
the Uth verses you observe, <' A river 
went out of Eden to water the garden, 
and from thence it was parted and be- 
came into four heads :' the river of 
Ethiopia (the Nile) appears to be one 
of the four, and the Euphrates an- 
other. Maundrell gives no extracts 
from scripture concerning Lebanon ; 
probably because he thought it would 
be useless, as it is mentioned in so 
many different places. Volney is also 
silent on the subject, I mean as far as 
respects quotations. Eden is called 
Aden by the natives at this day. 

We hired a guide to conduct us 
across Lebanon into the valley of 
Bekaa Mathooalis, in which Baalbec 
is situated. Leaving the cedars about 
an hour after sun-rise^ we ascended to 
the crest of Lebanon, where we had 
an extensive view over the hills at its 
S. £. foot into the valley, with Baalbec 
in the distance. We beheld also to the 
westward a considerable extent of sea. 
Altogether it was a fine view, but 
scarcely deserving the commendations 
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which Yolney bestows on it. Lebanon, 
in the Syriac language, signifies white, 
which tliis mountain is, both in sum- 
mer and winter; in the former sea- 
son, on account of the natural colour 
of the barren rock, and in the latter 
hy reason of the snow. 

The valley of Baalbec, or of the 
Kasmia, or Bekaa Mathooalis, has an 
excessively rich soil, but is very little 
cultivated, and has no trees except in 
the immediate neighbourhood of Baal- 
bec itself, and those are chiefly the fig 
and walnut. The valley is bounded 
on the N. W. side by Lebanon, and on 
its S. E. by Anti-Lebanon ; its breadth 
may be about ten miles, while its length 
from N. E. to S. W. extends as far as 
the eye can reach. The Kasmia has 
its source to the north of Baalbec, and 
running through the plain, discharges 
itself into the sea a little to the north 
of Tyre. How deplorable that so lux- 
uriant a spot, with so fine a soil, 
should lay waste and desolate ! and 
what ideas of former wealth and mag- 
nificence do the splendid ruins of 
Baalbec call to the mind. The inhfu 
bitants of the mountain are nearly all 
of the church of Rome ; but those of 
the Bekaa Mathooalis are a particular 
sect of Mahomedans, differing from 
the Turks in general ; they are more 
hostile to the Christians than any other 
of the natives of Syria. 

In descending from the summit of 
Lebanon the road was excessively 
steep and rugged ; we dismounted and 
walked our horses down it ; the sides 
of the mountain abound in red-legged 
partridges, and other game. At the 
S. E. foot of this part of Lebanon, is 
the source of a fine clear rivulet, which 
finally unites with the Kasmia. From 
hence we proceeded over some rugged 
hills covered with various shrubs ; 
among which a species of oak, the 
myrtle, and the almond-tree, were re- 
markable. Mr. Mazoli^re told us they 
have a tradition that there were for- 
merly gardens here, and the almond 
and pear-trees seem to confirm it. 
Crossing tliese hills, you come, near 
the plain, to the first village, after 
leaving the cedars. Late in the even- 
ing we airived at Yead, a village about 



an hour's distance from Baalbec ; the 
horses had been without any food for 
fifteen hours. We blamed our guide 
much for this, as we would have 
brought fodder with us from Aden, 
had we known how uninhabited the 
country was through which we had to 
pass. When we heard of the distance 
to Baalbec from the cedars, we threat- 
ened to return to Tripoli. But the 
guide, intent only on his own interest, 
and fearing to lose his money for the 
trip, declsured there were several vil- 
lages in the way where we could 
refresh the horses. 

Saturday 1 November I, — Early this 
morning we arrived at Baalbec, and 
employed the whole day in visiting the 
antiquities. Yesterday had been ex- 
cessively fine, the sky being perfectly 
clear ; but this evening they collected 
much on Lebanon and on the tops of 
the other hills, and the natives an- 
nounced to us the approach of bad 
weather. We measured every part of 
the ruins ; but as Wood and Dawkins, 
as well as Yolney, have given correct 
descriptions, it would be superfluous 
for me to enter into minute detail. 
The imposing grandeur of one part of 
the building, of which six pilliuB are 
standing, particularly struck us. It is 
the remnant of a colonnade standing. 
Their beauty and elegance are sur- 
prising. Their diameter is 7 ft., and 
we estimated their altitude at between 
50 and 6C ft, exclusive of the epistylia 
which is 20 ft. deep, and composed of 
immense blocks of stone, in two layers 
of 10 ft. each in depth, the whole of 
which is most elaborately ornamented 
with rich carved work in various de- 
vices. We imagine these pillars to 
have been the remains of an avenue of 
twenty columns on each side, forming 
an approach to the temple. The space 
originally included by them was 104 
paces long, by 58 broad. We were 
much pleased with the architecture 
and sculpture of every part of the ruins, 
although they have been much dis- 
figured by having been formerly con- 
verted into a fortress. Remarkably 
large stones have been used in the con- 
struction of the various edifices, and in 
the S.W. part of the elevated walls on 
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which they stand, we measured a single 
stone of 66 ft. in length, and 12 in 
breadth and thickness. In the con- 
struction of the pyramids and temples 
in Egypt, we never noticed a single 
stone of more than SO ft in length, and 
these were most of calcareous or sand 
stone, excepting some few of granite. 
The whole of these buildings, together 
with the walls, are of coarse marble, 
eKcessively hard. The inhabitants of 
Baalbec, although much prejudiced 
against Christians, treated us civilly, 
and seemed less curious and inquisitive 
than the natives living near any of the 
other objects of interest which ve had 
-visited. We left Baalbec on Sunday 
at mid^y, but the afternoon turning 
out very raiuy, we stopped for the 
night at a small village beyond the 
opposite side of the plain. We ob- 
served that considerable quantities of 
snow had fallen on the mountains, 
which may give some idea of the great 
height of Lebanon ; indeed, when we 
crossed the mountain the preceding 
Friday, we found several patches of 
last year's snow, and we were told that 
it remains in some places, near the 
summit, throughout the year. 

November 3. — Monday, the morning 
was foggy but calm ; and the sun break- 
ing out at times, we hoped the haze 
would clear away and that we should 
have fine weather. We accordingly pro- 
ceeded on our return to Tripoli, but had 
not gone far when we met some pea- 
sants returning to their village, alfter 
havine made an ineffectual attempt to 
cross Lebanon, where they said that 
much snow had fallen. In fact, an ex- 
ceedingly cold N.E. wind began to blow 
with violence, accompanied by such 
heavy showers of sleet, snow, and rain, 
that we were obliged to take shelter in 
a cave at the foot of the mountain. We 
found here many peasaDts, who had 
made ineffectual attempts to cross ; but 
as we had a difficulty in getting room 
for our horses, the cave being small 
and nearly filled before we arrived, we 
removed to a larger, though more ex- 
posed one, being Uttle more than a cleft 
of the rock, where we got ourselves 
and our horses also under a roof, and 
made ft large fire for the night. The 



next morning being fine, we began 
the ascent. The peasants with their 
cattle were unwilling to make the first 
trial, as they knew it would be difficult 
to find the road on account of the 
depth of snow ; and they were aware 
also that the second party could profit 
by the mistakes of the first. We there^ 
fore led the van and met with no diffi- 
cnlty until we came nearly to the top ; 
when, losing the road, the snow being 
very deep, and the sides of the moun- 
tain^steep, our horses all fell with us, 
and were partly buried under the 
snow. We were obliged to dismount, 
and had considerable trouble in reach- 
ing the summit The cold was exces- 
sive ; and having on loose linen Turkish 
breeches, and shoes without any stock* 
ings, we felt it the more severely. In 
descending the opposite side, the snow 
was also very deep, and we found it 
advisable to push on lest we should be 
caught in a fog, which the appearance 
of the weather seemed to threaten. 
Shortly after we began to descend, it 
became thick and hazy, but we reached 
Eden in safety about two in the after- 
noon. We were informed at Eden that 
the bishop had publicly offered up 
prayers for our safety. We were told 
that people are prohibited from cross- 
ing Lebanon after the first of Novem- 
ber ; but I much doubt the truth of 
this. None of us received any injury 
from the weather, except Mr. Mazo- 
lidre's servant, whose legs were much 
chapped and cracked b^ the cold. The 
poor fellow had never been among the 
snow before. 

On Wednesday, November 5, the 
weather was fine, and we returned to 
Tripoli; the natives of Aden with 
their wives, children, and baggage, 
descending at the same time. The first 
part of the descent was in some places 
so steep and difficult, that we observed 
the peasants held on by the tails of 
their horses to prevent them from 
falling. On our arrival, we learnt that 
on the coast they also had experienced 
very bad weather. Wet weather 
detained us at Tripoli, where we 
were treated with the greatest kind- 
ness by the Padre Hermenigildo, until 
the afternoon of the dth of November, 
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when we set out and proceeded as 
far as the nahr El-Dered, or Cold 
River ; where we paBsed the night in a 
khan, a place appropriated to the use 
of tntvellers, which Maundrell very 
well describes in the first and second 
pages of his book. The map places a 
viUAge here named Orthosa, the site 
of the ancient Orthosia ; but there is 
nothing except the khan now to be 
seen. There is a difficulty, in some 
instances, in distinguishing Roman 
buildings from these khans, as both 
the Romans and the Turks alike em^ 
ployed the arch. 

The next day we went as far as 
Toi*to6a, nearly opposite the island of 
Ruad, where stood the famous city of 
Aradus. There are Roman remains 
at each of these places. The walls of 
Tortosa are constructed on the ancient 
foundation cut in the rock ; and the 
remains of the castle within the gates 
are ancient There are some old 
sepulchral eaves by the road side. 
They serve to show that the Romans, 
as well as the Egyptians, had bm^ial- 
places of this description. But the 
climate, so different here from what it 
is in Egypt, has destroyed all remains 
of stucco or painting, if ever they were 
thus decorated, which we have reason 
to believe they were, as Mr. Bankes 
told us he saw a Roman cave with 
fresco painting in it near Saida. The 
island of Ruad, according to Mann- 
drell, is the Arvad, Arpad, or Arphad 
of scripture* Arvad was one of the 
places which supplied the fleets of 
Tyre with seamen.* 

November 11. — To-day we went as 
far as the nahr ELMulk, which we 
crossed by a bridge, and stopped for 
the night at a village about half an 
hour's distance from the river, the 
huts of which appeared to be tempo^ 
rary habitations, being constructed of 
reeds and straw. There are Roman 
ruins at the mouth of the nahr £1- 
Mulk. We had hitherto been in the 
habit of sleeping in the open air, when 
we arrived at an Arab viHage ; but 
now, the month of November being 
far advanced, we disliked the idea of 

• Ezekiel, xxvii. v. 8. 



doing so^ and accordingly asked for 
shelter, which was refused, unless 
each of us, we were four in number, 
would consent to sleep in a separate 
habitation. This we knew was the 
place where Monsr. Boutin, the French 
traveller, was killed ; and not being 
pleased with the proposition, we bivou- 
acked in the open air as usual, the 
weather being fine and clear. In the 
night a man came to endeavour to 
persuade us not to lie where we were, 
saying that the wolves would destroy 
us. We, however, had more appre» 
hension of the two-legged wolves steal- 
ing some of our things, and told our 
informer we had our fire-arms ready, 
and should keep a good look-out for 
those or any other mischievous ani^^ 
mals. In the morning our bread and 
part of a ham which Fadre Hermeni- 
gildo had given us were missing ; but 
we suspected that, as far as related to 
the latter article, the dogs, with which 
all Arab villages abound, were the 
thieves, for pork is an abomination to 
the Turks. 

November l2.-^ust as we were 
starting, we found out that a hut dose 
to which we had slept was empty and 
uninhabited. It appeared to have 
done duty as a barn ; and the people, 
if they had had any dvility, might have 
offered it to us. In the afternoon we 
reached Latachia. Two hours from 
where we slept is Jebilee, the ancient 
Gabala, where are Roman ruins, the 
principal of which is the remains of a 
fine Uieatre at the north side of the 
town. The whole journey from Tri- 
poll, with one exception in the neigh- 
bourhood of Markab, a village inclosed 
in ancient fortifications, and seated on 
the top of a square mountain, near 
which the coast is rocky, is along a 
vast rich plain at the foot of the Ansa- 
nar mountains. These hills are of no 
considerable height, and are said to be 
inhabited by Pagan tribes. The plain 
is watered by many rivers, and there 
are also several channels of torrents 
now dry. Most of the rivers are 
pretty, their banks being covered with 
myrtle, oleander, wild vine, fig, &c. 
Though the soil is rich, it is very par- 
tially cultivated and thinly peopled. 
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The principal produce near Jebilee is 
cotton, which the natives were gather- 
ing in as we passed. The city of La- 
tachia was founded by Seleucus Nica^ 
tor, under the name of Laodicea, in 
honour of his mother. He also built 
three other cities in this neighbour- 
hood, . viz. Seleucia, now Suadeah ; 
Antioch ; and Apameia, now Famiah. 
Latachia is seated on the N.W. side of 
Cape Ziaret, an elevated projection of 
the coast. In the neighbourhood are 
gardens planted with olives, figs, &c. 
m the manner of all the towns of Syria. 
The port, which is half an hour's dis- 
tance from the town, is very small, but 
better sheltered than any we have seen 
<« this coast. There is a fine old 
castle at the point of a bed of rocks 
projecting into the sea. The Marina 
18 built upon foundations of ancient 
columns. There are, in the town of 
Latachia, an old gate-way and other 
antiquities. There are also sepulchral 
caves in the neighbourhood, but as 
they have no paintings, we did not 
think it worth while to visit them. 
Mount Lebanon was in sight the whole 
way from Tripoli, and was the only 
mountain on which we could see snow. 
Mount Cassius was before us. The 
Christian natives of Latachia and of 
ftll the pashalic of Aleppo to the north 
of Latachia are mostly of the Greek 
church ; they speak the Arabic lan- 
guage. We lodged at the house of the 
English agent. Signer Moses £lias, a 
very excellent man. We were detained 
here till the 15th, by the intrigues 
of the Arab conductor, who affected 
to be unwell, and who had previously 
at Acre, Bayruth, and other places, 
tried all in his power to oblige us to 
send him and the horses back to Jaffa. 
This occasioned uff'a good deal of 
trouble and inconvenience. 

November 16.-— The road was along 
a fine plain, until we came near the 
▼iUago of Candele ; when crossing 
some hills we descended into the val- 
ley of that name. The village is seated 
amongst the sand hills to the west of 
the vale, and we had some difficulty in 
finding it. The next day we were con- 
tinualiy passing over hills richly 
wooded^ with numerous narrow intri- 
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cate roads, amongst which we lost our 
way several times. The night had set 
in, without our finding the village of 
Lourdee, whither we were bound; 
and we were on the point of giving 
up the search, and bivouacking in the 
wood, when luckily the barking of 
some dogs indicated to us the vicinity 
of the place, which is in an elevated 
situation and immediately by the 
side of the highest pinnacle of Mount 
Cassius. 

November 18 We descended the 

north side of these mountains, the 
scenei'y still continuing wild and woody. 
This day, also, we lost our way several 
times. In the afternoon we reached 
the banks of the Orontes, at the place 
where the picturesque part of the river 
commences, and immediately below 
the spot which is marked upon the 
chart as the site of the ^city and 
groves of Daphne." Mr. Barker has 
visited the spot; and from him we leanl 
that there are still to be seen the grand 
sources of water which composed the 
celebrated fountain. He states that, 
in some instances, the water boils up 
in a column as thick as a man's body ; 
and jetS'd^eau of that thickness, and 
upwards of 50 feet high, might be 
formed here. We now followed the 
banks of the river, and were astonished 
at the beauty of the scenery, far sur* 
passing anything we had expected to 
see in Syria, and, indeed, anything we 
had witnessed even in SwitzerSmd. 
The river, from the time we began to 
trace its banks, ran between two high 
hills, winding and turning incessantly ; 
at times the i>oad led along precipices, 
looking down perpendiculai'Iy on the 
river. The luxuriant variety of foliage 
was prodigious ; and the rich green 
myrtle, which was very plentiful, con- 
trasted with the dark-red gravel of the 
road, made us imagine we were riding 
through pleasure-grounds. The laurel, 
laurustinus, bay-tree, fig-tree, wild vine, 
plane-tree, English sycamore, arbutus, 
both common and andrachne, dwarf 
oak, &c., were scattered in all direc- 
tions. At times the road was over- 
hung with rocks covered with ivy ; the 
mouths of several caverns cave a wild- 
ness to the scene; and uie perpeur 
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dicular cliffs, upwards of 300 feet high, 
jutted into the river, forming points 
round which the waters ran in a most 
romantic manner. On one occasion 
the road wound round a deep bay, so 
that, on perceiving ourselves imme- 
diately opposite the spot we had so 
recently passed, it appeared as if we 
had crossed the river. We descended 
at times into plains cultivated with 
mulberry plantations and vines, and 
prettily studded with picturesque cot- 
tages. The occasional shallows of the 
river, roaring over its rocky bed, com- 
pleted the beauty of this delightful 
scene, which continued for several 
railest In the plain of Suadeah the 
river becomes of a greater breadth, 
and runs in as straight a line as a 
canal. By the time we entered the 
plain, night had closed in, and we had 
difficulty in finding Suadeah. There 
is no bridge ; but a peasant at last 
showed us a place where the river was 
just fordable. Suadeah is a straggling 
village, consisting of unconnected cot- 
tages, and situated in a plain chiefly 
inclosed with mulberry and lemon 
plantations. We put up at a house 
appropriated for the use of travellers, 
and found it the best halting-place we 
had yet met with. The soubash of 
the village, a sort of petty governor, 
was in the house, and treated us with 
much civility, ordering us a good 
supper, feeding our horses, and refus- 
ing to let us pay a single para. All he 
asked for was a little gunpowder. 
Unfortunately we had given nearly our 
whole stock to young Mazoliere at 
Tripoli, but we gave him all that we 
could spare. Whatever may be the 
generally received character of the 
Turks, it is certain that we have always 
met with the greatest civility and atten- 
tion from them. 

November 19. — In the morning, 
being pressed for time, and under- 
standing that the ruins of the ancient 
Seleucia, which are near the sea, and 
half an hour's distance from Suadeah, 
possess no particular interest, we pur- 
sued our journey towards Antioch. 
It rained heavily ; and after we had 
been on the road about three hours, 
being still two hours* distance from 



Antioch, we perceived some cottages ; 
and, being thoroughly wet through, we 
requested shelter. In the two first 
cottages we found only women; and, as 
their husbands were absent, they did 
not dare to receive us. At the third, 
the men were willing to admit us, but 
the women would not hear of it, and 
expressed their refusal in a violent 
and ilUnatured manner. During the 
time we were thus soliciting shelter^ 
even that of a cow-house, the rain was 
pouring in torrents, and we made a 
pitiable appearance, being perfectly 
soaked through. Seeing that no en. 
treaty availed, we gave them the kal-^ 
aek-harackf the Arab expression of 
thanks, and tried another cottage^ 
where we were admitted without the 
least hesitation. These cottages con- 
sist of a single long room ; the cattle 
occupy one end, and the family the 
other. The inhabitants have extensive 
plantations of young mulberries for the 
silk-worms, and looms for manufa&> 
turing their produce. The occupants 
of the hut, who consisted of the pro« 
prietor, his mother, wife, brother, and 
children, were of that tribe of Mahom- 
medans which Volney designates as 
Turkomans : they were extremely kind, 
placing us near a large fire, giving us 
good beds and coverlids, and making 
us share with them their humble 
supper of doura and wheat boiled. It 
rained during the whole night; and 
we were detained till noon on the 
following day, when we proceeded to 
Antioch, after giving our host eleven 
piastres, and ms wSe a double ^old 
Napoleon, as an ornament, besides 
paying for the horses, corn, &c. The 
women in this countnr ornament them- 
selves with pieces of money, varying 
in value, according to their circum- 
stances ; the poorer class with paras, 
and the higher orders with sequins 
and gold roubees. We gave the gold 
coin, not merely to reward our host 
and his wife for their kindness, but to 
vex the fair ladies in the 'other cottage, 
and make them ashamed of themselves. 
We also thought that a few extra 
piastres thus laid out might benefit 
other travellers. 
Antioch is beautifully situated on 
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the left bank of the Orontes, at the 
foot of a hill. There is a handsome 
bridge over the river, and some of the 
heights are picturesque. The present 
town is a miserable one, and does not 
occupy more than one^ighth of the 
space inclosed within the old walls, 
which have a fine, venerable appear- 
ance^ having square towers every 
hundred yards, with occasional watch 
turrets : these are the works of the 
Roman and Greek emperors. Antioch 
is said to have once contained between 
eight and nine hundred thousand inha^ 
bitants. The plain on which it stands 
is considerably elevated above that of 
Suadeah. We were annoyed at not 
having been able to visit the ruins of 
the city and groves of Daphne, but it 
was impossible to do so without a 
guide, and there was no procuring one. 
The houses of Antioch, Suadeah, Lour- 
dee, and their neighbourhood, unlike 
those in most of &e towns of Syria, 
are roofed and tiled, and without 
terraces. In the side of the hill at 
the back of Antioch, there are many 
sepulchral caves. This town is cele- 
brated in the Acts of the Apostles. 

November 21.— -To-day we went as 
far as Gesir Adid, four hours' dis- 
tance, near a bridge over the Orontes. 
Our road was across a barren plain, 
bounded to the north by mountains, at 
the foot of which is the lake of Aggi 
Dengis. lUtin prevented our leaving 
this place till noon of the 22nd, when 
we reached Bourkee, the site of a 
Roman town of considerable size, and 
where the ancient sepulchral caves cut 
in the side of the mountains, serve 
the present natives for habitations. 
We took up our abode in a deserted 
and ruinous water-mill. 

November 23. — We travelled over 
some rocky hills into the plain of 
Alaks, supposed to be that in which 
Aurelian conquered Zenobia. We 
passed many sites of ancient towns, 
castles, tanl&B, temples, &c., all of the 
lower empire, and very uninteresting. 
On one occasion we counted the ves- 
tiges of eleven towns, in a rich plain, 
with a fine loamy soil ; all of them now 
desolate and uninhabited. So much 
to the Turkish government, and its 



encouragement of agriculture, the arts, 
&c. 1 The eastern part, however, of 
the plain of Alaks, which is nearest 
Aleppo, has a few villages, the inha^ 
bitants of which we saw in considerable 
numbers, engaged in collecting their 
cotton. We stopped at Toumeen, the 
easternmost of these villages. 

November 25. — About 3, p. m. we 
arrived at Aleppo, passing through an 
open country, with a thin surface of 
soil, well tilled in most parts, but mo- 
notonous and destitute of trees, asj 
indeed, is the case all the way from 
Antioch. We had been recommended 
by our friend and adviser Sheikh Ibra- 
him to take the route to the northward 
of Aggi Dengis, as it would conduct us 
to the mountains and ruins Of St. 
Simon, which latter, however, are of 
the date of the lower empire, and, as 
we have since learnt, totally uninter- 
esting. We have reason to rejoice in 
having taken the route we did, as the 
Curds who inhabit the mountains were 
in rebellion against the pasha, who had 
sent a military force to quell them 
shortly before our arrival. We have 
since heard that the chiefs escaped ; 
but an example was made by the death 
of about twenty of the prisoners. Some 
of those executed are supposed to have 
been innocent; and the pasha is said to 
have been much affected on hearing 
this, and recalled his troops, saying, 
that as the chiefs had escaped, and the 
natives had submitted, he did not wish 
any further severity to be shown. 

On arriving at the house of Mr. 
Barker, the consul-general, we found 
Mr. Bankes there. He was on his 
way to revisit Egypt and Nubia ; and 
intended to penetrate from the second 
cataract into Abyssinia. We mutually 
gave each other all the information we 
possessed ; Mr. Bankes on Asia Minor 
and Greece; and we on £gypt and 
Nubia. 

December 22. — We have been de- 
tained at Aleppo nearly a month, 
waiting for the arrival of the caravan 
which brings kali from Sukne to this 
place, a journey of five days. Palmyra 
is seven days' journey from Aleppo. 
The kindness we have experienced 
I in Mr. Barker's hospitable mansioii 
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merits our sincere gratitude. I fear 
we shall be a little spoiled when we 
turn out for Palmyra ; for here, inde- 
pendent of the sode^ of Mr. Barker 
and his amiable family, we have had 
every comfort and luxury we could 
imagine. Our amusements have been 
most agreeably varied ; sometimes we 
went out shooting in the gardens near 
Aleppo, which abound in woodcocks, 
&c. We coursed the gazelle and hare 
alternately, the greyhounds in this 
country being very swift and strong. 
One day we were indulged with a 
hawking scene. The cheapness and 
abundance of game are astonishing ; 
woodcocks, partridges, wildpgeese, 
ducks, teal, the bustard, wild turkey, 
joli notes, &c. We thought the flesh 
of the gazelle well-flavoured, although 
Bruce abuses it. The white species is 
supposed to be the best. We have 
frequently had the porcupine at table ; 
it forms a delicious dish, somewhat 
resembling in appearance and taste 
both the pig and the hare. The por- 
cupines inhabit holes in the rocks, and 
they are so quick of hearing that it is 
very difficult to shoot them, as they 
never quit their holes till dark, and 
even then with the greatest circum- 
spection. The people wait patiently in 
the cold for hours, near the holes, till 
the animal makes its appearance. They 
commit much mischief in the gardens 
near the dty. We had thought of 
visiting Bagdad, for the purpose of 
seeing the ruins of Babylon ; but as 
Mr. Massick, the Dutch consul here, 
had recentlv received a letter from a 
friend, stating that there is nothing 
whatever to be seen there, we gave up 
the idea. Mr. Barker has resided 
nineteen years as consul-general in this 
plaoe, and we find his advice and 
assistance of the greatest use. As we 
came into this country with only one 
hundred and fifty pounds, which Mr. 
Salt supplied us on our bills, we had 
made up our minds to return to Cairo, 
to replenish our funds for Asia Minor, 
Greece, &c. ; but Mr. Barker, divining 
that some such motive was the cause 
of our intended return to Egypt, most 
kindly anticipated our wishes on this 
point, and msisted on supplying us 



with whatever money or letters ot 
credit we wanted. This will jMrevent 
the necessity of our going to Egypt 
again, and will assist us much. We are 
anxious to complete our travels iA the 
Mahommedan countries, and again to 
enjoy the comforts of Switzerland and 
Italy. There is a great sameness in 
all Turkish towns ; and tlie absence of 
inns, theatres, museums, picture-galle- 
ries, libraries, promenades, evening 
parties, and the ever-handy and com- 
fortable caf^, is a privation which an 
European must always feel. A firman 
from the Grand Siguier is on its way 
to us from Constantinople, Mr Barker 
having written for it on our arrival 
here. It will be useful in Asia Minor. 

December 24.>-The caravan from 
Sukne arrived this day, and we shall 
soon be off. We are to send the out- 
lines of our tour to Lord Belmore for 
his guidance; but this we defer till we 
get to Palmyra. His lordship very 
kindly offered us a passage in his brig 
to any parts which might lie in his way, 
should we be able to embark with him 
from Syria ; but there is no chance 
of this. 

December 29. — ^We were to have 
set off this evening for Palmyra, by 
way of Sukne; when, accidentally meet- 
ing a merchant from Bagdad, a friend 
of Mr. Barker, he strongly dissuaded 
us from the measure, and urged us to 
go by the way of Hamah or Homs, aa 
the Aunasee Arabs are in the neigh- 
bourhood of Palmyra. We had under- 
stood that the cold had driven them 
all to the southward, towards the 
banks of the Euphrates ; but as it 
appears there yet remain two tribes of 
them, Homs will be the best place to 
start from. 

We accordingly prepared to depart 
in two or three days for Hamah, which 
place, as well as Homs, is distant only 
four days' journey from Palmyra, 
which we had sanguine expectations of 
being able to reach from either one or 
the other of these towns. However, we 
had two other strings to our bow ; either 
to push on to Cariateen, which is only 
one day from Tadmor, and thence to 
steal to that city before the Arabs were 
aware of our intention ; or to take 
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Turkish post-liorses and an escort from 
DamascuSy and go in spite of the Arabs. 
This last plan, however,would have been 
a very expensive one. Oar constrained 
residence of six weeks at Aleppo made 
lis fully acquainted with ihe^ city and 
its environs. It is pleasantly sitoated 
in a hollow surrounded by sloping hills, 
which are, however, uninteresting, 
having no trees, and the land not being 
inclosed. The houses are built of 
stone; the streets narrow and ill-paved, 
except the bazars, which are all roofed 
over with arches of the same construc- 
tion as the houses, and are lighted from 
above. Thus you can walk all over the 
town on the terraces of the houses; the 
arches connecting the streets one with 
the other. We visited houses half a 
mile distant in this manner. The 
Franks ftnd Christians have their sepa- 



rate quarters hei*e, as in all Turkish 
towns. The city, the walls of which re- 
semble those of Antioch, is surrounded 
with gardens, watered by small rivulets 
drawn from the main stream which 
supplies the town. We visited some 
Turkish houses, and were much struck 
with the beautiful ceilings of the apart- 
ments, which are decorated by Persian 
artists. They are curiously gilt, and 
painted. The decorations in carve-work, 
on the doors and window-frames, are 
also extremely curious. The society 
of Aleppo is good : the men and women 
make separate parties to the baths, 
where they have coffee and refresh- 
ments, and pass the evening. We 
greatly admired the neat and cleanly 
appearance of the butchers' shops, 
which are equal to those of London. 



CHAPTER V. 

Departnie for Hamah — ^Letters of Introduction — CantTan from Mecca — ^Hamah— Khans'— 
Georgian Slaves — Negotiations with the Arabs — Interview with them — Horns — Departure 
for Palmyra — Arab Camp — Interview with the Arab Chiefs — Arab Feast — Fine View of 
Palmyra — Disappointment on reaching the Ruins — ^De6<»iption of them — Return to the 
Arab Camp — Keach Homs — Expenses of .our Journey — Traits of the Arabs— Their 
character for Dishonesty not deserved — Damascus — Sketch of intended Route. 

JaniiaryZ, — We started for Hamah; 
our kind and estimable host, and his 
brother, accompanied us on horseback 
for two hours outside the town. Such 
had been Mr. Barker's solicitude in 
our behalf, that he fumislied us with 
letters to Selim, the governor's secre- 
tary at Hamah, and to Scander, the 
secretary to the motseliim of Homs ; 
he likewise gave us a letter of recom- 
mendation to Hadgi Hassan, an elderly 
Turk at Homs, who has great dealings 
with the Arabs. All these people were 
requested to render us every assistance 
in their power to enable us to reach 
Palmyra. He gave us, besides, other 
letters to the Siuraffs of the pasha of 
Damascus, urging them to assist us in 
getting horses, should we be obliged to 
travel poet. Also, letters to Acre, 
Cyprus, and Smyrna ; to Sir Robert 
and Lady Listen, and to several other 
persons at Ck>nstantinople. He lent us 



Manndrell's Travels in Syria, and a 
good map of Asia Minor and Greece; 
and, not contented with doing us all 
these good offices, furnished us, as I 
have before stated, with all the money 
we wanted. 

At sun-set we stopped at the khan 
Touman, a spacious lodging, but filled 
to excess with the caravans for Damas- 
cus and Latachia. On the following 
morning we proceeded at daylight in 
their company ; our road lay over 
naked plains partly cultivated. About 
three in the afternoon we stopped at 
Sermein. There are several villages in 
this quarter, and a few clumps of 
olives ; otherwise the country is desti- 
tute of wood. Mount Cassius, whose 
summit was already covered with snow, 
was in sight on our right. 

January 5. — We proceeded at sun- 
rise, intending to go with the Latachia 
caravan as far as Shogher, and thence 
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follow up the banks of the Orontes to 
Hamah ; but being late, and seeing a 
caravan on uur left, we branched out in 
that direction, joined them, and finding 
that they were in the straight road to 
Hamah, and bound to that place and 
Damascus, we continued \ with them. 
About ten, we piUBsed the ruins of a 
square Turkish fortress, inclosing a 
village. Many of these places, on the 
skirts of the desert, are walled in, pro- 
bably to afford them protection against 
the Arabs. Shortly afterwards, we m^t 
a very extensive caravan, being part 
of the hadj or pilgrimage to Mecca, on 
their return from Damascus — ^they had 
the green flag, the prophet's banner, 
flying. There were but few camels, 
the animals being mostly horses and 
mules, and having all bells attached to 
them, which made a merry ringing 
noise.* There were several tackter- 
wans, the only species of vehicle in the 
East. We had seen one of them in the 
great Morocco hadj , which arrived at 
Cairo in September last ; it resembled 
a Gfedan chair, supported before and 
behind by horses, instead of men : but 
of those which we saw to-day, one was 
a species of tent-bed, placed cross-way 
on the back of a mule; and another re- 
sembled two children's cradles, fitted 
like panniers on the back of a camel. 
These tackterwans are inclosed with 
curtains, and are generally used by 



all the animals were laden with some 
private venture of the pilgrims, who 
always join commerce with religion in 
these expeditions. They have among 
themselves an old adage ^ Beware of 
thy neighbour if he has made a hadj ; 
but if he has nuide two, quickly prepare 
to leave thy house." The keenness 
with which all the peasants, near the 
khans, bargain for everything they 
sell, seems to agree with this. We saw 
to-day some few Roman ruins, and 
sarcophagi, formed of the stone of the 
country, apparently of the date of the 
lower empire. At 2 p. m. we stopped 

* In that day there shall be upon the beUs 
of the Horses, " Holiness unto the Lord." 
Zech. xiv. y. 20. 



for the night at Marah, and slept in a 
very good khan. The next morning, 
Lebanon, now a mass of snow^ lay 
before us ; and Mount Cassius was 
shut in by the northern extremity of 
the Ansarian mountains. We passed 
several sites of ancient towns, tanks, 
sarcophagi* &c., everything much di^ 
lapidated, and little interesting, except 
as proving that the neighbourhood was 
more thickly peopled in former times 
than it is at present. The country 
was a succession of open plains, with- 
out a single tree, and inhabited by 
numerous gazelles, partridges, hares, 
bustards, &c. We passed the night at 
Khan Shekune, situated near an artifi- 
cial hill, several of which we had seen 
during the day. They resembled those 
on Salisbury rlain, and other parts of 
England. We found the khan good, 
but very full of people, in consequence 
of the return of the hadj. 

January 7. — Our road was still 
through .'open plains, partially culti- 
vated, and running parallel with the 
range of the Ansarian mountains. 
Lebanon and Anti-Lebanon were be- 
fore us. About 3 P.M. we arrived 
at Hamah. The road for the last 
hour was pretty, descending into a 
vale, through which the Orontes takes 
a winding course. One of its banks is 
cultivated, wooded, and here and there 
laid out in gardens ; the other consists 



women or sick people. Nearly the y( most parts of perpendicular chalky 
whole of this, and the next day, w^l^iffs. Here are immense wheels 
continued to pass divisions of the liadj^ turned by the stream to raise the 



water for the irrigation of the soil. 
Hamah is the Epiphania of the Greeks 
and Romans, though it is, no doubt, 
the site of the ancient Hamath, men- 
tioned in various parts of scripture ; 
together with Damascus, Lebanon, and 
other contiguous places, it took its 
name from the sons of Canaan, fourth 
son of Ham, the son of Noah, which 
proves its very high antiquity. Hamah 
is delightfully situated in a hollow, 
between and on the sides of two bills, 
near the west bank of the Orontes; 
but in itself it presents nothing 
worthy of notice at this day. We 
took up our quarters in a khan. These 
buildings in the towns differ consider- 
ably from those on the road side. Like 
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them, they surround an open square, 
but are differently constructed, being 
intended for travellers and merchants 
to lodge in during the time they re- 
main in the towns to dispose of their 
merchandise, or settle any private 
affairs they may have to transact ; 
whereas the khans on the ro^ide 
are only intended to afford a night's 
lodging and security to the traveller 
and his beasts. In these latter the 
squares are formed in open piazzas, 
in which men and animals are lodged 
indiscriminately, there being no divi. 
Bion into apartments, cells, or any 
detached chamber whatever ; and for 
their use no payment is required. The 
khans in the towns, instead of having 
open piazzas, are furnished all round 
with two stories of small apartments, 
each chamber, or rather cell, being 
about 12 ft. square, with a door (the key 
of which is given you), and an iron- 
oarred window with wooden shutters, 
but no glass. I suspect they were 
originally intended as a gratuitous 
lodging for travellers, the same as 
those on the high-roads and in the 
Tillages; but as they have only one 
small entrance, and are thereby the 
most secure places in the towns, the 
lower rooms are generally filled with 
merchandise of the different resident 
proprietors. In front of these are 
arched piazzas for the horses, mules, 
&c.; and also a balcony, or terrace, with 
wooden railing, fronting the upper row 
of cells, which are totally unfurnished. 
You must provide for yourself a mat 
to lie on, cooking utensils, fnel^ &c. 
There is a porter who generally rents 
the khan, and in the daytime attends 
the gate, which is locked at night ; he 
makes his profit by the fees from tra- 
Tellers, and also by a rent for the 
merchandise. We paid two piastres 
(la. bd.) for admittance, or as it is 
termed, for the key of our room; four 
paras (one penny English) a day for 
the lodging, and one para a day for 
each horse. Our provisions we always 
got from the naarket, and we cooked 
them in our own room. Our principal 
meat was mutton. The Turks do not 
eat much beef, and therefore it is 
never good. While at Hamah we 



received by a messenger, express from 
Aleppo, a letter from Mr. Barker^ 
inclosing the firman from the grand 
Siguier, for which Mr. Barker had 
written to Sir Robert Liston. This 
firman empowers us to go with four 
servants through Syria, Cyprus, the 
islands of the Archipelago, Smyrna, 
Adana, Karaman, Karahissar, Kiutaya, 
to Broussa, and thence to Constanti- 
nople. We are to be treated in the 
most friendly manner; to be afforded 
every assistance, security, and protec-^ 
tion, according to the imperial capitu- 
lations; and to be furnished with all 
necessary escorts whenever occasion 
may require. 

While we were at this place, there 
arrived one evening four shabby-look^ 
ing, ill-dressed Turks, attired some- 
what like soldiers, and an elderly fellow 
better dad, though no better looking 
than the others. These people brought 
with them eleven Georgian girls, the 
remnant of between forty and fifty, as 
we were informed, whom they had 
stolen or kidnapped from their parents 
on the confines of Georgia. They were 
brought to be sold as slaves or mis- 
tresses to such wealthy Turks as could 
afford to pay high sums for them. The 
poor girls were lodeed in the cells 
contiguous to ours. They were mostly 
between fifteen and twenty years of 
age ; two were younger, being about 
twelve. All were exceedingly pretty, 
with black sparkling eyes, rosy cheeks, 
long black niur, and very fair com- 
plexions, contradicting the account 
which Volney gives of the Georgian 
and Circassian women, where he saysi, 
<< that their fame for beauty arises more 
from the fiuicy of travellers, heightened 
by the difficulty they have always 
found to get a sight of them, than 
from any real charms they possess." 
The prices which were demanded and 
obtained for these girls is the best 
proof of the estimation in which they 
are held by the Turks. We were 
present at the purchase of one gurl bv 
a rich Turk ; fourteen purses, each 
purse being 500 piastres, or about 
18/., were demanded. He offered ten; 
but they would not abate one panu 
The poor girl, who was about fifteen. 
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was standing up all the while, hearing 
the disputes ahout her purchase. They 
were all taken out four different timea^ 
and conducted through the town to 
the rich Turkish houses, to be viewed 
and bid for, the same as any other 
merchandise; and on two occasions 
considerable parties of the principal 
inhabitants came to our khan, and 
examined the unhappy creatures at 
the door of their cells ; they being 
obliged to stand up in a i*ow, while 
their several merits were discussed by 
the rival bidders. Several of the pur- 
chasers were upwards of fifty years of 
age; while the friendless objects of 
their choice were only fifteen. The 
food given to these unfortunates was 
of a character with the rest of their 
treatment, consisting only of a loaf of 
bread and a small piece of cheese twice 
a day; and although oranges were 
only two paras (a halfpenny) each, we 
never saw one given to them. When- 
ever the owners went abroad they 
locked their charge up in the cells and 
carried away the key. On their return 
from one of their tours through the 
town, we heard some bitter lamenting 
in the cell next to ours, and found that 
it proceeded from one of the young 
girls, who was about to be sold, and 
was bewailing her separation from her 
sister and companions. These poor 
girls are carried from town to town 
on horseback. In this manner they 
bad been brought from Georgia, being 
exposed for sale at all the principal 
towns as they came along. They were 
now destined for Damascus, where it 
was thought a good mart would be 
found for them. They set out on their 
melancholy journey two days before 
we started. Bruce has given some 
account of the Georgian and Circassian 
women. I think he comes much 
nearer the truth than Yolney does. 

Nothing else worthy of mention oc- 
curred while we were at Hamah, ex- 
cepting our negociations with the 
Arabs regarding our journey to Pal- 
myra. Shortly after we arrived, our 
Maltese interpreter, when taking our 
letter of introduction to Selim, the 
governor's secretary, met at his house 
a man named Pierrei of Dar-el-Camar, 



in the employ of Lady Hester Stan, 
hope, by whom ho had been sent, as 
he said, to fetch two horses which had 
been presented to Lady Hester by the 
governors of Homs and Hamah. He 
was also charged with a present of one 
hundred piastres to Narsah, the chief 
of the Annasee Arabs. This man, who 
retmmed with our interpreter, told U0 
that be had accompanied Lady Hester 
to Palmyra and was acquainted with 
the Arab chiefs, and that it was he 
who made the bargain for Mr. Bankes, 
who was obliged to pay 1200 piastres, 
besides being sent back once by Nar. 
sah, and kept in confinement by Sheikh 
Hamed, his younger brother, at Pal- 
myra, who extorted another 200 pias- 
tres from him. Selim, as well as 
Scander, being both absent at Damas- 
cus, we were at some difficulty how to 
proceed, but resolved to await the re- 
turn of the former, as Pierre expected 
he would be back in a few days. We 
had much conversation with this man 
regarding the Arabs, and about the 
prices which travellers had at different 
times paid for visiting Palmyra ; for, 
although we had made up our minds 
to go coute qui coule, we determined 
to fight as hard a battle as we could, 
and pretended to be very indifferent 
about it. We soon saw that if this man 
assisted us, he would at least make us 
pay as much money as he could, for 
he talked of two, three, four, and even 
six hundred piastres as nothing. We^ 
however, told him that four hundred 
was the utmost we would pay; and that 
we knew Sir William Chatterton and 
Mr. Leslie had visited Palmyra, by 
Cariateen, at an expense of only one 
hundred piastres, while the Arabs 
were making extravagant demands of 
Mr. Bankes. Pierre, on hearing this, 
observed, " that if Sir William Chat- 
terton and Mr. Leslie had gone for 
that sum, they had Mtolen to Tadmor." 
Perceiving that he was not inclined to 
make a moderate bargain for us, we 
were undetermined what course to 
pursue, as we made no doubt that he 
would at all events give information to 
the Arabs of our arrival and intention. 
In the meantime, a Christian, who 
lives at Homs^ oanfe to us, asserting, 
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that there was no difficulty in getting 
to Palmyra, and that he was acquainted 
with two others of his own creed at 
Horns, who with himself would engage 
to conduct us upon asses, at a mode- 
rate price, and without any danger 
from the Arabs. We did not place 
very implicit confidence in his account, 
particularly as we knew that our de- 
ceased friend. Sheikh Ibrahim, had 
been robbed and stripped in his first 
attempt, and we had Mr. Bankes' fate 
also before us ; but as time was pass- 
ing away, and we were doing nothing, 
we decided on going with him to Homs, 
leaving Pierre and everybody else, to 
whom we spoke on the subject, to anp- 
poee that we had given up all idea of 
going to Palmyra, in consequence of 
the expense attending it, and had de- 
cided on pursuing our journey to Da- 
mascus and Jerusalem. 

We had intended to have set out on 
the morning of the 16th. It however 
turned out Very wet that day, and we 
did not accompanv the man, as we 
had no idea of gettmg wet through on 
such an uncertain excursion ; but we 
promised him to follow as soon as it 
cleared up. During the afternoon 
Pierre visited us, and appeared to be 
much surprised that we had not set 
out for Damascus. We told him that 
we were prevented from quitting 
Hamah by the rain. He made no fur- 
ther observation, but shortly after 
retired, and in about half an hour 
returned with five Arabs, whom he 
said he had brought to us that we 
might make a bargain with them for 
going to Palmyra. The chief of th^se 
was Sheikh Salee, the nephew of 
Mahannah. He was a lad about four- 
teen or fifteen years of age, very dirty 
and ill-dressed, with a sheep-skin 
cloak. He sat down in our room with 
great composure, as did his four com- 
panions, three of whom were blacks. 
While smoking their pipes, they exa- 
mined everything in our apartment 
with great attention ; but we had pur- 
posely hid whatever was likely to at- 
tract notice, or give an idea of wealth. 
Their first demand was 3000 piafr- 
tres, at which we burst out into an 
immoderate fit of laughter. They 



then came down to 2000, but we re- 
mained fixed at 400. At last they 
lowered their demand to 800. The lad 
now made signs that we should be 
robbed. We shewed all we meant to 
take with us ; and said it was not worth 
fifty piastres, which indeed was true 
enough. He then made signs that we 
should have our throats cut. We told 
him that neither he, Mahannah, nor 
any of his tribe, would dare touch a 
Frank, furnished as we were with the 
imperial firman, which he knew we 
had. They do not care, however, much 
for the Grand Signior. It was not a 
little remai*kable to hear such threats 
from a bov only fourteen years of age. 
At last they quitted us, saying they 
must have 800. After some delibera- 
tion, we sent to say that we would give 
them 600, including the hire of the 
camels ; bui no part of the money to 
be paid until our safe return to 
Hamah, After much prevarication, 
during which they endeavoured to 
make us give them a further sum for 
the camels, they at length consented 
to our terms, ** for the love," as they 
said, '* of the Malaka " or queen, for 
such they were pleased to call Lady 
Hester Stanhope, who had herself 
given 500/. for this trip. Had we 
paid them as much, no doubt they 
would have called us two kings ; for, 
like the Nubians, money is their idol. 
The next morning we sent to the Aga 
to have the treaty ratified in writing. 
They now demanded 300 piastres in 
advance. We positively refused to pay 
a para until our safe return ; and, 
finally, the Aga declined being respon- 
sible unless Mahannah or Narsah sent 
a written document to say we might 
pass safely. Thus the affair remained 
till the morning of the 19th, the Arabs 
still endeavouring to prevail on us to 
give them three, two, or even 100 
piastres in advance ; but as the small- 
est sum paid beforehand would have 
placed us in some measure in their 
power, and rendered our journey mi^ 
certain, we persisted in refusing. 

January 19. — No message from 
Mahannah having arrived, we left 
Hamah at dawn of day, and arrived 
at Homs m about eight hours, the 
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road still leading through rich plains 
destitute of wood. Al^ut haLT-way 
we crossed the Orontes, now dimi- 
nished in breadth to a paltry stream. 
The river here winds through a chasm. 
There is a bridge of thirteen arches ; 
and the water is kept up for the pur- 
pose of turning a mill. A cascade 
which it forms, the khan, the neigh- 
bouring village of Rastan, and a few 
trees on the bank of the rivulet, alto, 
gether make rather a pretty scene. 
Kastan stands on an eminence near 
the bridge, and the ancient Arethusia 
adjoins it, presenting an object of 
more interest than we had lately been 
accustomed to, though none of the 
buildings remain perfect. Part of the 
walls, the line of the streets, and the 
pedestals of some columns, being alone 
remarkable. We put up at a khan 
in Homs; and Pierre, who had followed 
us from Hamah, arrived soon after us. 
January 20. — We had some con- 
versation with the Christian we had 
seen at Hamah ; but it appeared evi- 
dent he was undertaking a task that 
he was unable to execute. In the 
evening one of the Arabs who had 
visited us with Sheikh Salee, came 
with a letter from Sheikh Narsah, 
who, he said, was encamped one day's 
journey from Palmyra. The letter 
stated, ** that Narsah had heard of our 
arrival in Hamah, and of our wish to 
visit Tadmor ; that he expected by the 
24th that the Fidon and Isbaah Arabs 
under Sheikh Haleel, who were at war 
with the Annasees, would have re- 
moved from the neighbourhood of Pal- 
myra ; and that, at the expiration of 
that time, he would come to Homs 
with three camels to conduct us.'' 
This story we afterwards had reason 
to believe was a fiction, to persuade 
us of the absolute necessity of his pro- 
tection. In the mean time he deared 
we would give the bearer twenty pias- 
tres. Upon this we made great diffi- 
culties ; for, as our departure was not 
yet completely settled, it might very 
likely be money thrown away; and we 
thought that if we showed an easy 
compliance in giving small sums, we 
might soon receive a demand for large 
ones. In short, finding how tardily 



affairs were going on, we resolved to 
set out the next morning on foot, call- 
ing on Narsah on our way. To this 
plan the Arab consented, and every- 
thing was agreed on ; he swearing by 
the most siusred oaths that all should 
go on well, and that we should have 
an ass to carry our bread, water, and 
sheep-skin coats. 

January 21. — This morning the 
man came again, saying, he could not 
take us, as he feared Narsah would 
cut off his head for having undertaken 
the business without express orders. 
Thei*efore, after much discussion, this 
last arrangement also terminated un- 
favourably, and the Arab set off a 
second time for the camp of Mahan- 
nah, to bring the camels as soon as 
possible, and apprise his chief that we 
had removed to Homs. In the after- 
noon it came on to blow hard, with 
continued squalls of snow, sleet, and 
rain ; and we were not sorry that our 
walking trip was put off. The bad 
weather continued without intermis- 
sion night and day till the 24th, on the 
evening of which dav the man returned 
from Mahannah with the three camels; 
we could not, however, arrange for 
starting till the 26th, as the motsellim 
(governor) could not ratify the bar- 
gain, being busily engaged in taking 
an inventory of the effects of the 
pasha, who had shortly before been 
beheaded. This pasha had been ap- 
pointed to the command of the hadj, 
and had set off from Constantinople. 
While he was on his return from 
Mecca, a khat-sherriffe was despatched 
from the capital, ordering his head to 
be cut off and sent immediately to 
Constantinople ; and the sentence was 
carried into executionbefore he reached 
Damascus. We hear that he was ac 
cused of intriguing with the Russians 
against the state. We paid 300 pias- 
tres into the hands of Hadji Hassan, 
as part payment to the Arab sheikhs, 
but it was agreed that they should not 
themselves receive any portion of it 
till our safe return to Homs. Sheikh 
Narsah's order was, that we should 
pay all before starting ; but we per- 
sisted in refusing, and moreover, we 
made the Arabs consent, before wit- 
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nesseSy that no farther demands be- 
yond the 600 piastres were to be 
made upon us on any pretence what- 
ever. The motBellim, who, like all the 
Turks, had a great and unnecessary 
dread of these people, obserred, *< Why 
will you trust yourselTes amongst the 
Arabs! suppose they should destroy 
you 1 " 

January 26.— At one p.m., after 
nineteen days' negotiation at Hamah 
and Horns, we stilted with our three 
camels and as many conductors, with 
two skin bottles, in which they had 

E3ured the melted butter bought with 
ady Hester's present. We proved 
to them before departing that we had 
not a plura in our pockets, thus pre- 
venting any temptation to pilfer. All 
our baggage consisted of a sheep-skin 
coat, the woolly side inwards, and the 
other side coloured red with ochre, 
and greased to keep out the rain. We 
rode for five hours, our guides nearly 
the whole time singing a favourite 
Arab song. On arriving at a Be- 
douin camp, we had some scruples 
about entering a tent, expecting tbey 
would have had many objections 
against receiving us. Instead of which, 
to our surprise, we were welcomed by 
both men and women ; the latter 
smiling, said, we were Frangi (Franks), 
and retired to their part of the tent 
to prepare supper. 

January 27. — Having been regaled 
with a substantial breakfast, we pro- 
ceeded at eight a.m. and rode till four 
in the afternoon, when we stopped at 
another Arab camp, where we were 
again well received. 

January 28. — ^We started at dawn 
of day, and saw many dwarf trees, of 
which the country liad hitherto been 
destitute. It now resembled a heath 
covered by a plentiful stock of aroma- 
tic shrubs, with occamonal hill. and 
dale. We followed no particular road 
or ti*ack ; but our general direction 
appeared to be easterly. This morn- 
ing we had a striking instance of the 
value the Arab sets on his time, and 
of his impatience to accomplish a 
journey when once he has undertaken 
it. Suddenly one of our party quit- 
ting us, hastened on in advance, and 



was soon out of sight. On coming up 
with him we found he had collected 
brushwood and made a blazing fire ; 
presently some butter was melted and 
sweetened with honey. In this we 
dipped our bread, and what with the 
Arab's voracious mode of eating, and 
these time-saving measures, our break- 
fast did not detain us above ten mi- 
nutes. The same hurry was subse- 
quently shewn on our wanting to drink 
some water from a small crevice in 
the rock close to us. We were pro- 
hibited and told there was plenty 
before us ; but, as we knew that the 
camps were hours in advance, we 
were not to be controlled, and dis- 
mounting, quenched our thirst The 
soU was excessively rich ; but all ap- 
pearance of cultivation had ceased 
when we had ridden a few hours from 
Homs. The scarcity of water is doubt- 
less the cause of this. We could not 
help laughing at our principal guide, 
who with a rusty old match-lock and 
no powder t pretended to be very vigi- 
lant in reconnoitring from all the 
heights for harami (robbers), while 
we knew that he and his companions 
were of the most timid nature, and 
that they were well aware that we 
were going with the sanction, and 
under the protection of their own 
chiefs, who commanded the whole 
country. At noon we saw a wild 
boar, so large that at first we thought 
it was an ass. About four in the i^ter- 
noon we opened the valley in which 
Mahannah's camp was pitched. The 
Arabs were obliged to inquire before 
they could find out the direction of 
the camp ; and as they had been 
absent from it only a few days, some 
idea may be formed of the difficulty 
of tracking the tribes in the desert 

As we approached, we beheld a 
very animated and busy scene. The 
girls were singing, and the diildren 
busied in running down Hie young par- 
tridges with dogs ; the birds being as 
yet only able to fly a short distance at 
a time. Presenliy we heard a hue 
and cry from all quarters, and soon 
perceived a large wild boar, with his 
bristles erect, beset by all llie dogs ; 
everybody running eagerly to the pur- 
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suit. He was found behind one of the 
tents. They chased him all through 
the camp; and two Arabs on horse- 
backy with spears, joined in the pursuit 
The animal, however, kept both men 
and dogs at bay, and finally got off 
with only one wound. 

We now approached the sheikh's 
tent and found Mahannah and his two 
sons. Sheikhs Narsah and Hamed, to- 
gether with about thirty Arab chiefs 
of various camps, seated round an im- 
mense fire. Sheikh Narsah was lean- 
ing on a earners saddle, their usual 
cushion. He did not rise to receive 
us, although we afterwards observed 
that he and the whole circle rose when^ 
ever a strange sheikh arrived. We 
attributed this cool reception to the 
low estimation he held us in, in conse- 
quence of the unusually small sum we 
were to pay for visiting Palmyra, and 
from the plainness of our dress and 
appearance. Mahannah was a short, 
crooked-backed, mean-lookingold man, 
between seventy and eighty years of 
age, dressed in a coarse robe. His 
son, Narsah, to whom he had, in con. 
sequence of his age, resigned the reins 
of government, was good-looking, about 
thirty years of age, with very digni- 
fied and engaging manners. He had 
the Koran open in his hand when we 
arrived, to give us, we supposed, an 
idea of his learning. He was well 
dressed, with a red pelisse and an 
enormous white turban. We observed 
much whispering going forward be- 
tween Narsah and every stranger that 
arrived ; and our guides were separately 
questioned in the same manner, to 
learn, as we conjectured, whether we 
had much money or not. Narsah 
alone addressed us. He inquired why 
the English wished so much to see 
Palmyra, and whether we were not 
going to search for sold ! We told 
him he should have lialf of any we 
might find there. 

As the evening advanced, the Arab 
guests increased to the number of 
fifty. Their mode of saluting their 
chiefs is by kissing either cheek altem- 
ately, not the hand as in Nubia. 
Narsah questioned us about Buona- 
parte and the occupation of France by 



the allied troops. I suspect his know- 
ledge of these matters proceeded from 
his correspondence with Lady Hester 
Stanhope. On our inquiring after 
Sheikh Hamedy, a handsome young 
man, apparently between twenty and 
twenty-five years of age, with evident 
oonfbsion in his countenance, acknow- 
ledged himself as that person ; at the 
same time remarking that we had pro- 
bably heard a bad account of him, but 
that the reports to his prejudice were 
not correct. It was this man who 
confined Mr. Bankes for a day, and 
obliged him to pay 200 piastres exclu- 
sive of the 1200 which he gave to 
Narsah for visiting Palmyra. 

Some of the partridges which the 
children had caught, were now brought 
in. They roasted them on the fire, 
and part was given to us ; Sheikh 
Hamedv throwing a leg and a wing to 
each of us. They afterwards gave 
us some honey and butter, together 
with bread to dip into it *. Narsah 
desired one of his men to mix the two 
ingredients for us, as we were awkward 
at it. The Arab having stirred the 
mixture up well with his fingers, 
showed his dexterity in consuming as 
well as in mixing, and recompensed 
himself for his trouble by eating half of 
it. At sunset, and again at eight 
o'clock, the whole assembly were sum- 
moned to prayers ; a man standing 
outside the tent, and calling them to 
their devotions, in the same manner as 
is done from the minarets of tiie 
mosques of Turkish towns. Each man 
rubbed his face over with sand, a heap 
of which was placed in front of the 
tent for that purpose, to serve as a 
substitute for water in their religious 
ablutions. We could not but admire 
the decorous solemnity with which they 
all joined in worship, standing in a 
row, and bowing down and kissing the 
ground together. An immense platter 
of roast mutton was then brought in 
for supper, with pillaw of rice. The 
Arabs fed apart, while a separate por- 
tion was brought for Narsah and us. 
We observed the elderly men gave 
their half-gnawed bones to those around 

* ** Batter and honey shall he eat." Isa. vii. 5. 
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them, and we were told that they have 
an adage commending the custom. A 
black slaye was perpetually pounding 
coffee from the moment we entered the 
tent till we went to sleep, and as he 
began in the morning at day-light, and 
was constantly employed, it would seem 
that the consumption of this article 
must be considerable. Late at night 
Narsah began to address the whole 
circle of sheikhs, who, we found, had 
been convened in order that they might 
hear his request that some portions of 
grazing land, called ** The Cottons," 
might be delivered up to him. Being 
tired with the length of his discourse, 
we removed to a corner of the tent and 
fell asleep. We heard afterwards that 
his harangue lasted till three in the 
morning. 

On the following day we wished to 
proceed, according to the promise to let 
OB depart before sun-rise, which Nar- 
sah bad given us the preceding even- 
ing, swearing by his head, and lifting 
up his hand at the same time. But as 
the chief had sat up so late he did not 
make his appearance tUl about ten 
o'clock, when, instead of letting us 
depart, he desired we would accom- 
pany him to a small vale contiguous to 
his tent. We found the Arabs assem- 
bling from all quarters, and following 
us in great numbers. We were quite 
at a loss to know the meaning of this ; 
at first we thought it was intended to 
show off the numbers of his people. 
Presently, however, we came to a tent, 
and found an immense feast of rice and 
camel's flesh prepared for the whole 
assembly. We were conducted to a 
smaller tent apart, and had our share 
sent to us. We were in doubt what 
object the sheikh had in thus separating 
us ; whether it was meant as an ac- 
commodation to us, that we might eat 
more comfortably and freely by our- 
selves than in the midst of a concourse 
of people; or whether he thought 
we were not fit society for him. 
Our dress was certainly of a much 
meaner description than that of any of 
the sheikhs : and as throughout the 
East a stranger is generally estimated 
according to the dress he wears, it is 
prolMible that our homely appearance 



had some weight with Narsah on this 
occasion. We found the meat both 
savoury and tender, being a portion of 
the hump, which is considered the best 
part. Therd was little fat, and tiie 
grain was remarkably coarse ; how. 
ever, we made a hearty breakfast, ' 
The feast was conducted with much 
order and decorum. The sheikhs fed 
apart in a double row, with several 
immense platters placed at equal dis- 
tances between them, and a rope line 
was drawn round to keep the people 
from pressing in, Narsah was at Uie 
head of the row, with a small select 
circle, amongst whom he placed ua 
after we had breakfasted, having 
perceived us amongst the spectators. 
When the sheikhs had finished, tiie 
people were regaled with the remiuns; 
independent of which, portions were 
distnbuted to the different tents of the 
camp. This latter arrangement was 
for die women and children. Several 
camels must have been cooked, judg- 
ing from the immense quantities of 
meat we saw. This feast was no doubt 
intended to give weight to the pro- 
ceedings of the former evening. We 
were asked whether Christians did not 
eat pigs' flesh ; and, answering in the 
affirmative, were questioned if we did 
not also drink sow's milk, as they do 
that of camels : this, however, we 
stoutly denied. Mahannah made many 
signs for money, both for himself and 
Sheikh Alii, a very handsome little boy 
about five years of age, the son of 
Narsah. The Arab s7gn for money i^ 
rubbing the fore finger and thumb 
together. About eleven we set out. 
Our camels were changed for dromeda- 
ries of a heavy sort, which set off with 
us at full trot up hill and down dale, 
each of us having his Arab conductor 
mounted behind him. We had now an 
addition to our party ; as one of Nar« 
sah's men, who was called a guard, 
accompanied us, mounted on a white 
dromedary, decorated with tassels, and 
armed with another old matchlock 
gun. We rode till four o'clock in the 
afternoon. We found the pace of the 
animals on level ground and up hill 
good enough, but in descending we 
were drea&lly jolted. 
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January 30. — At dawn we resumed 
our joaruey. Our new guard had 
endeavoured to make us stiurt at mid- 
night, hut we would not submit to this, 
as the nights were very cold and frosty. 
We trotted this day at the same rate 
as on the preceding, and were jolted 
and bruised almost beyond endurance. 
At two in the afternoon we arrived at 
the object of our journey ; our useful 
guard having previously lighted the 
match of his gun, and gone through 
the ceremony of loading, but withoui 
ammunition* 

On opening the ruins of Palmyra, 
from the Valley of the Tombs, we were 
much struck with the picturesque 
effect of the whole mass, presenting 
altogether the most imposing sight 
of tne kind we had ever seen, and 
rendered doubly interesting by our 
having travelled through a wilderness 
destitute of a ^gle building. The 
ruins stand on a sandy plain, on the 
skirts of the desert ; their snow-white 
appearance, contrasted with the yellow 
sand, produced a very striking effect. 
Great, however, was our disappoint- 
ment when, on a minute examination, 
we found that there was not a single 
column, pediment, architrave, portol, 
or frieze worthy of admiration. None 
of the columns exceeded, in diameter, 
4 ft., or in height 40. Those of the 
boasted avenue were little more than 
30 ft. high ; the e^istylium is in no 
instance ornamented with carved^work, 
excepting now and then an ill^xecuted 
cornice. The plates of Wood and 
Dawkins are certainly well executed, 
bnt they have dime more than justice 
to the originals. Taken as a tout- 
ensemble, these ruins are certainly 
remarkable, by reason of their extent 
(being nearly a mile and a half in 
length) ; and they are, moreover, less 
encumbered by modem fabrics; for 
except the Arab village of Tadmor, 
which occupies the peristyle court of 
the Temple of the Sun, and the Turk- 
ish burying-place, there is nothing to 
ob&iruct the antiquary. But when 
examined in detail they excite little 
interest ; and we judged Palmyra to 
be hardly worthy of the time, expense, 
anxiety, and fatiguing journey which 



we had undergone to visit it. The 
projecting pedestals in the centre of 
the columns of the great avenue have 
a very unsightly appearance ; there 
is also a gi-eat sameness in the archi- 
tecture, all the capitals being Co- 
rinthian, excepting those which sur- 
round the Temple of the Sun. These 
last are fluted, and when decorated 
with their brazen Ionic capitals, were 
doubtless very handsome. The sculp- 
ture, as well of the capitals of the 
columns, as of the pther ornamental 
parts of the door-ways and buildings, 
is very coarse and bad. Although the 
designs, as given in the work of Wood 
and Dawkins, axe generallv correct, 
we found that the execution of the 
sculpture is far inferior to what might 
have been expected, judging from 
their engravings. The three arches 
of the avenue at the end nearest the 
Temple of the Sun, so beautiful on 
paper, are excessively insignificant in 
reality ; and the decorated frieze is very 
badly wrought : even the devices are 
not striking. These arches are not to 
be compared to the common portals of 
Thebes, although the Egyptians were 
unacquiunted with the arch. Every- 
thing here is built of a very perishable 
stone; it does not deserve the name 
of marble ; it is greatly inferior even 
to that of Baalbec ; and we are in- 
clined to think the ruins of the latter 
place are much more worthy the tra- 
veller's notice than those of Palmyra. 
We suspect that it is the difficulty of 
getting to Tadmor, and the fact that 
few travellers have been there, that 
has given rise to the great renown of 
these ruins. We give th& preference 
to Baalbec, not only for the general 
superiority of the sculpture, but also 
for the extraordinary massive struc- 
ture of the buildings ; and while the 
columns of Baalbec, nearly 60 ft. in 
height, and 7 in diameter, supporting 
a most rich and beautifully wrought 
epistylium 20 ft. high, are formed of 
only three pieces of stone^ the smallest 
columns of Palmyra, 3i ft. in diameter 
and 30 ft. high, are formed of six, 
seven, and even eight pieces ; those, 
however, surrounding the peristyle 
court of the Temple of the Sun, are 
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about 40 ft. high, and 4 ft. in diameter, 
and are formed of only three or fonr 
stonea; and in the eentre of the avenue 
axe four granite columns, about 30 ft. 
high, each formed of a single stone ; 
only one of these is still standing. We 
found the tombs very interesting; 
their construction ia different from 
that of any we had elsewhere seen. 
They consist of a number of square 
towers, three, four, and five stories 
high, and are situated without the 
walls of the ancient city. The most 
perfect are on the sides of the valley 
which leads to Homs and Hamah. 
These tombs are not ornamented on 
the exterior, with the exception of a 
few figures in basso-relievo over the 
door, and a tablet bearing a Greek 
inscription. There are generally five 
sepulchral chambers one over the 
other; and on each side are eight 
recesses, each divided into four or 
five parts, for the reception of corpses; 
the lower chamber, in some instances, 
fronts an excavation in the side of the 
hill contiguous to it. Some of these 
lower apartments are very handsome, 
the sides being ornamented with sculp- 
ture and fluted Ck>rinthian pilasters, 
though the walls were of plain white 
stucco, without any figures or em- 
blematical representation. The ceil- 
ing, on which the paint is still very 
peifect, is ornamented, like that of the 
peristyle court of the Temple of the 
Sun at Baalbec, with the heads of 
different heathen deities, disposed in 
diamond-shaped divisions. We were 
much interested by the remains of 
some mummies and mummy cloths, 
i^hich appear to have been preserved 
very much after the manner of the 
Egyptians, only that the eum had lost 
lUlthat odour resembling irankincense, 
which we noticed in Egypt. We found 
s hand in tolerable preservation ; but 
these sepulchres are not in any way 
so interesting as the Egyptian burying- 
places. You here look in vain for 
those beautiful paintings, &c., which 
so well portray the manners and cus- 
toms of the ancients. Over the inside 
of the door-way, we saw a tablet in 
basso-relievo, of seven or eight stand- 
ing figures dressed in long robes, with 



their hands on their breasts ; we sup- 
posed them to represent priests. We 
also noticed a sarcophagus, with the 
sides ornamented much in the same 
manner. The marble folding doors 
of some of the grander tombs, which 
are situated in the town, are still erect, 
but much dilapidated. They are carved 
in panels, but are ill-executed and un- 
polished. The lines of the streets and 
the foundations of the houses are 
distinguishable in some places. We 
agree with Mr. Bankes, that many of 
the small square rows of columns 
which Wood and Dawkins suppose to 
have inclosed temples, were no other 
than the open courts of private edifices, 
inclosing fountains. Mr. Bankes was 
led to this conclusion from there being 
one of only four columns, which never 
could have inclosed a temple or solid 
building within it : moreover, similar 
remains at Pompeii unquestionably 
belonged to private edifices. On the 
right hand, as you pass down the great 
avenue of columns, there is a door-way 
standing : within are the remains of 
the building it belonged to, having a 
Hebrew inscription on the architrave, 
which is interesting on three accounts; 
first, as the foundation of Tadmor was 
by Solomon ; secondly,, as Zenobia is 
said by some to have been of the 
Jewish religion; and thirdly, as Bishop 
Riddle states that in his time 2000 
Jews dwelt at Tadmor. This inscrip- 
tion was discovered by Mr. Bankes. 
There is at Palmyra a tepid spring of 
mineral water, having a strong sul- 
phureous taste and smell ; a subter- 
raneous aqueduct supplied the town. 
There is a great quantity of salt in the 
desert adjoining Tadmor, which forms 
a lucrative branch of commerce to the 
natives. 

January 31. — Having finished our 
examination of the ruins, we started on 
our return at 2 p. m., and continued 
till ten at night. After dark the Arabs 
implored us not to sing, for fear the 
robbers should hear us, and appeared 
to be as fearfal in their own desert, as 
it was possible for a stranger to have 
been. 

February 1. — We moved at sun-rise, 
and did not reach Mahannah's camp 
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until dark ; we were conducted back 
by a different road, and met with two 
parties of his people on horseback, one 
of seyen, and the other of twelye, most 
of them armed with spears ; we also 
pet a small p/irty on dromedaries richly 
caparisoned, sent, as we thought, on 
purpose to show his importance. They 
asked us in passing, how much we had 
paid for yisiting Palmyra, taking it as 
ft thing of course that we were obliged 
to giye money, Our change of road 
naturally gaye some mystery to our 
proceeding. On our arrival at the 
camp, old Mahannah came out of his 
tent and began feeling the saddles ; 
and took from the poor^jubs all the salt 
which they had purchased at Palmyra. 
We were pretty well receiyed by the 
chiefs ; Narsah had on the old robe this 
time, and his father the new one. We 
soon found out the meaning of this, as 
Narsah urged our interpreter to re- 
quest us to give him a new dress ; but 
the latter said it was a thing impossible, 
as we had made our bargain for six hun- 
dred piastres, and would giye nothing 
besides. We obtained a promise that 
everything should be in readiness for us 
to depart early in the morning, and 
Narsah told us he should write a letter 
to the King of England, which we were 
to take with us. He sent one to his dear 
friend Lady Hester, with whom they all 
seem to be enchanted. They call her 
** Kl Malaka/* (the queen ;) some say 
she is ^ Bint-el Sultan '* (daughter of 
the king,) and others favour her with 
the appellation of the Virgin Mary, 

February 2. — We were detained 
until 9 A.M., and had much difficulty 
in procuring a draught of water before 
starting ; but we absolutely refused to 
move without it« Jn consequence of 
this detention we were benighted before 
we had completed our day's journey, 
and had a bitterly cold bivouack in the 
open air, the Arabs being afraid even 
to light a fire. We^ however, managed 
to lay down between two of our camels, 
which, from their kneeling posture, kept 
some of the cold air off; sleeping was 
out of the question, as it was freezing 
hard, with a strong, cutting wind. 

On the 3rd, at dawn, we were on route ; 
we saw twenty-three white gazelles, 



and witnessed the removal of an Arab 
camp; the movables were all placed 
on the camels' backs; tlie women, with 
the children slung over their shoulders, 
and the flocks followed, presenting alto^ 
gether an interesting sight At a small 
encampment we breakfasted off a thick 
mess of lentiles and bread,* highly 
seasoned with pepper, and yery £^od« 
Towards noon we passed a valley, far- 
rowed up in all directions, by the wild 
boars ; f the soil had the appearance 
of having been literally ploughed up. 
In the evening we reached Homs ; we 
were highly satisfied with our conduo- 
tors, and therefore gave them each 
twenty piastres, as voluntary backshee- 
ish. One of tiiese men had already 
receiyed twenty for carrying the mes- 
sage to Narsah, as before mentioned. 
We also sent a turban of the value of 
twenty piastres to the sheikh of Tad- 
mor, for his civility to us, and gave 100 
piastres to Pierre ; so that our whole 
expenses in vielting Palmyra amounted 
to 800 piastres, 200 of which consisted 
of voluntary gifts. 

The behaviour of these Arabs to 
each other, whatever may be their con?* 
duct to strangers, presents an agreeable 
picture of domestic harmony and com- 
fort, and is in unison with all the ideas 
the poets have given of the peaceful 
contentment of the pastoral life ; ia 
£&ct, they are a nation of shepherds, 
and I question much if, in our most 
polished circles, more real dignity of 
deportment and urbanity of manners 
are to be met with than in the humble 
tent of the Arab. It appeared to nai 
that, all that was good amongst tiiem 
was centred in the lower orders ; the 
chiefs monopolising to themselves all 
that cunning and roguery which ren^ 
der them contemptible in the eyes 
of a stranger. An Arab, on arriving 
in a strange camp, goes to the first 
tent that comes in his way ; he does 
not wait to be asked in, but without any 
ceremony makes his camel lie down, 
unloads it at the entrance, and, enter- 
ing the tent with the simple salutatioii 

* *' Then Jacob gave Esau bread, and pot<- 
tage of lentiles." Genesis xxv. 34. 

t ** The boar out of the wood doth waite 
it," Psalm Izxx. 13. 
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of salaam alicam (peace be between 
us), seats himself by the fire, no matter 
vrhether the host be at home or not. 
Should he be present, he immediately 
puts fresh wood on the fire, and begins 
to bum and pound coffee, generally 
offering his pipe to his guests in the 
mean time. His wife, or wiyes, after 
spreading mats, if they have any, for 
the strangers to sit on, retire to their 
part of the tent, which 'is divided in 
the middle by their sack of com, and 
whatever other effects they have, and 
prepare the dinner or supper,according 
to the time of the day, without any order 
being given by the master, but as a mat- 
ter of course; in the mean time the host 
chats with his guests, generally about 
their sheep, which are their principal 
concern. The coffee being ready, he 
pours out a cupful for each of his guests, 
and helps himself last. The meal ge- 
nerally consists of camels', goats', or 
sheeps' milk, boiled wheat and milk, 
lentil soup, or melted butter, and bread 
to dip into it ; as soon as the meal is 
ready, the landlord pours out water 
for all his guests in turn, who there- 
with wash the right hand.* The ab- 
lution finished, every one commences ; 
the host retires, not eating with his 
guests, but welcoming them with fre- 
quent exclamations of coula, coula, (eat 
it all, eat it all). The repast ended, 
the attentive master again bringp the 
water for washing the hands, and then 
eats of what remains. On two occa- 
tpions, when we arrived at a camp late 
at nieht, and halting before a tent, 
found the owner, wiUi his wife and 
children, just retired to rest, having 
arranged their carpets, &c. for the 
night, it Was astonishing to see the 
good humour with which they all arose 
again and kindled a fire, the wife at 
once beginning to knead the dough and 
prepare our supper, our Arab guides 
making no apologies, but taking it all 
as a matter of course. Surely this was 
a striking instance of Arab hospitality. 
It was a pleasing sight to see them 
bring in their flocks at night : the sheep 
always slept close to the tents of their 
owners ; several Arabs, together with 

* "Except they wash, they eat not.'* Mark 
vii.i. 



numerous dogs, remaining outside as 
guards. The lambs ( for it was the lamb- 
ing season) were placed inside the 
tents, in a small spot fenced round, to 
screen them from the inclemency of 
the night air. The first care in the 
morning was to let them out to their 
dams, when it was interesting to ob- 
serve the numerous ewes recognise 
their offspring by the smell alone ; 
the lambs not being gifted with the 
sagacity of their mothers, were willing^ 
to suck from the first ewe they met 
with. 

The Arab having few wants is unac- 
quainted with many cares, and is thus 
ignorant of the greater part of the 
troubles and difiiculties which are 
experienced in more civilised society. 
Each man has a tent of his own, and is 
thus possessed of a freehold, and has 
nothing to do with rents or taxes ; and 
the shmbs of the wilderness provide 
him with food for his flocks, and fuel 
for his fires. The labour of tilling and 
reaping is unknown to him^ but much 

i'udgment and foresight is necessary in 
kis periodical migrations with his flocks, 
which must be regulated and timed 
with due regard to the seasons, so that 
they may consume the herbage while 
they are advancing, and at the samd 
time leave the land to itself sufficiently 
long to recover its verdure before they 
return. They contrive to be near 
their southern boundary in the winter, 
and at their northern limits in the 
summer. They are frequently obliged 
to pitch their tents at six or eight 
hours' distance from the wells, and 
then it is that their camels are of 
incalculable utility to them. Their 
behaviour to us was the same as 
towards each other ; and I suspect 
that their character for robbing and 
pilfering arises from the conduct of 
some few of the worst part of the 
community, who infest the high-roads, 
rather than from any dishonesty in 
the generality of these people. The 
dread which the Turks have of the 
Arabs appeared to us quite unaccount- 
able, as during the whole of our stay 
among them we did not see more than 
half a dozen old matchlock guns, and 
about eighteen spears. Narsah was 
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imprisoned in Damascus a short time 
for some tricks he had been phtying 
there. The pasha wished to cut off 
his head, but a strong remonstrance 
from the merchants of Aleppo and 
Bagdad, setting forth the disastrous 
consequences which would attend the 
execution of this man, by rousing the 
yengeance of the Arabs, procured his 
release ; and, instead of losing his head, 
he was dismissed with a present of a 
robe and some backsheeish. 

Requiring a little rest on our return 
from Tadmor, we remained at Homs 
till the 7th February, on which day 
we set out and travelled for about 
seven hours, passing over rich plains, 
and rounding the point of a mountain 
which we took to be the end of Anti- 
Lebanon. The next day we pro- 
ceeded for nine hours through a moun. 
tainous country. On the 9th, after 
journeying for seven hours, we stopped 
at a khan in a plain, around which the 
mountains were barren, uninteresting, 
and partly covered with snow. 

February 10. — Leaving this place 
we again entered a hilly country, when, 
on arriving at the brow of a descent, 
the extensive and beautiful plain of 
Damascus opened on our view, with 
the town surrounded by woods, amidst 
which were several villages. The land 
was highly cultivated ; to the eastward 
the plain extends as far as the eye can 
^ach ; in other directions it is bounded 
by hills, Lebanon rising conspicuous 
%bove them all. In about two hours 
ve reached the plain, and in five more 
arrived at the convent of the Terra 
Sancta in Damascus. For the last three 
hours of our journey, the road was 
extremely beautiful, passing through 
rich olive groves, and gardens inclosed 
by walla of sun>bumt brick, and sur- 
rounded and irrigated by streams of 



water, partly natural and partly con- 
ducted by art. 

February 17. — Not having slept on 
a bed, or with our clothes off, since we 
left Aleppo, thirty-eight days ago, we 
now fully appreciate the luxury of 
good beds. Our time since the 10th 
has been occupied in writing letters, 
and in visiting different parts of the 
town, such as the place of the Vision 
of St Paul outside the eastern gate ; 
the place where he was let down the 
wall in a basket ; the house of Ananias ; 
the street called Straight, &c., alluded 
to in the Acts of the Apostles. The ^ 
Turkish name for Damascus is Shum, ^^'^ 
or Shem, and the friars of the convent 
think it was originally founded by 
Shem, the son of Noah ; the earliest 
information we have of this place is in 
the time of Abraham.* 

We purpose proceeding to the Holy 
Land in a few days by Panias, near to 
which place is the source of the Jordan ; 
thence crossing the bridge of Jacob, 
we shall go to Nazareth, Tiberias, 
Nablous, Jericho, and Jerusalem. In 
consequence of a letter from Mr. 
Barker, we have received great assist- 
ance from Monsieur Chaboceau, physi- 
cian to the pasha of this place, and 
through his good offices have got 
another firman for the pashalic, and a 
letter to the governor of Jerusalem, 
from whom we hope to get guides to 
conduct us to Mount Sinai. Whether 
we succeed or not in getting to Mount 
Sinai, we shall return by Jerusalem to 
Acre, and then embark for Cyprus, 
whence we shall proceed to the coast 
of Asia Minor, beginning by Tarsus, 
which will conduct us to Smyrna, 
the site of Troy, and finally to Con- 
stantinople. ' 

* Genesis xIt. 15. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Depaitnre from Damaseiu— Source of the Jordan— Singular Lake— Panias— Abundance of 
Game— Safot— Its elevated situation— Vermin— Tiberias— Andent Baths— Lake of Tibe- 
rias— Om Keift— Ruins around Tiberias— Bysan-Its Theatre and other Ruins— Ford 
of the Jordan— The Yalloy of Adjelonn— The Callah-el-Rubbat—Souf— Remarkable 
Ruins at Djerash— Agreement with the Benesuclcher Arabs to escort us to Kerek— Uproar 
at Katty— Description of Djerash— Troubles with our Escort — Szalt— Disturbance at 
quitting Szalt— Escape from the Arabs— Difficulty in fording the Jordan— Nablous— 
Jerusalem- Visit of the Pilgrims to the Jordan— Future Route— Adventure at the 
** Tombs of the Kings." 



Ok the 23d Feb. we quitted Damas- 
euB, and passing over a slight eminence 
entered a plain, through which runs a 
fine stream, bttt being destitute of 
wood, it has less beauty than the coun- 
try around Damascus, though the soil 
is rich. About four in the afternoon, 
we stopped at the khan of the village 
of Sasa. Hitherto we had followed 
the road from Damascus to Jacob's 
Bridge, at that part of the Jordan 
which lies between the lakes Houle 
and Tiberias. 

February 24. — We passed to the 
westward for Panias. The first part 
of tiie road led through a fine plain, 
watered by a pretty, winding rivulet, 
with numerous tributary streams, and 
many old ruined mills ; we then began 
to ascend over very rugged and rocky 
ground, quite void of vegetation; in 
some places there were traces of an 
ancient paved way, probably the Roman 
road leading'from Damascus to Gsesa^ 
rea Philippi ; as we ascended we had 
the highest part of Djebail Sheikh 
(Anti- Lebanon), on our right ; we 
found the snow, occasionally, of con- 
siderable depth, and it was with dif- 
ficulty we got our horses through it. 
The road now became gradually less 
stony, and we saw flocks of goats 
browsing on a rich herbage, in places 
from which the stones had been cleared 
away and piled up in great heaps. The 
shrubs gradually increased in number, 
eize, and beauty, and we presently de- 
scended into a very rich little plain 
immediately at the foot of Djebail 
Sheikh. Inhere is a conspicuous tomb 
in this valley, and a rivulet, which 
appears to take its source at ^e foot 
of the mountains, paases along the 



western side of the plain in a southerly 
direction, its course then turns more 
to the westward, and rushing in a very 
picturesque manner, through a deep 
chasm, overhung by shrubs of various 
descriptions, joms the Jordan at 
Panias; it is marked in Arrow, 
smith's chart as the real source of the 
Jordan, but the fountains at Panias, 
which are by far the most copious, 
though not the most distant from the 
Dead Sea, where the river terminates, 
are generally considered to be the 
source ; an opinion in which both of 
us agree. From this plain we ascend- 
ed up the southern side of Djebail 
Sheitdi, and after passing a very small 
village about one o'clock, we saw on 
our left, close to us, a very picturesque 
lake, of little more than a mile in cir- 
cumference, apparently perfectly cir- 
cular, and surrounded by sloping hills 
richly wooded. The singularity of this 
lake is, that it has no apparent supply 
or discharge; its waters appeared per- 
fectly still, tiiough clear and limpid ; 
a great many wild-fowl were swimming 
in it. This lake has been remarked 
only by Burckhardt and Seetzen, other 
travellers who have gone from Damas- 
cus to Panias having taken the route 
by Raschia and Hasbeya; Arrow- 
smith's map notices it by the name of 
the Birket-el Ram, on the authority of 
Seetzen. Josephus mentions it under 
the name of " Phiala " (a cup), in 
allusion to its shape. It was supposed 
by the ancients to be the real souroe 
of the Jordan ; Josephus states, that 
they threw straw into the lake, which 
came out at the apparent source 
at Panias. A short distance from 
Phiala,* we crossed a. stream which 
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diBcharges itself into the larger one 
which we first met with; the latter we 
followed for a considerable distance, 
and then mounting up the hill to the 
S. W. saw the town of PaniaSy the 
great Saracenie castle near it, the 
plain of the Jordan as far as the lake 
Houle, and the mountains on the other 
ftide of the plain, forming altogether a 
line eoup (fail. As we descended to- 
wards Panias the country became ex- 
tremely beautiAil ; great quantities of 
wUd flowers, and a* yariety of shrubs 
just budding, combined with the rich 
verdure of the grass, com, and beans, 
showed us all ai once the beauties of 
spring, and conducted us into a climate 
quite different from that of Damascus, 
or of the country which we had passed 
through since we left that city. About 
5 p. M. we entered Panias, crossing a 
causeway constructed over the rivulet, 
which as before stated flows from the 
foot of Djebail Sheikh. The river here 
rushes over the rocka in a very pic- 
turesque manner, its banks are covered 
with shrubs, and there are the ruins 
of ancient walls, but whether Saracenic 
or not I cannot say. The present town 
of Panias is small, the ground it stands 
on is of a triangular form, inclosed by 
the Jordan on one side, the rivulet on 
the other, and the mountain at the 
back. The situation being thus com- 
pressed, it is evident that the ancient 
Panias, afterwards Geesarea Philippi, 
could not have been of great extent. 
Josephus, in his ^ Jewish Antiquities," 
mentions a temple built by Herod, but 
we could discover no trace of it. The 
apparent source of the Jordan is in a 
cave at the foot of a precipice, in the 
sides of which are several niches with 
Greek inscriptions. 

The neighbourhood of Panias is very 
beautiful, richly wooded, and abounda 
in game; we devoted a part of themom- 
ing of the 25th to shooting,but had poor 
sport, thouffh we saw plenty of par- 
tridges, wild ducks, snipe, &c. Having 
been directed tofollowthe Jord^iLi to the 
lake Houle, we left Panias at 1 1 o'clock, 
and took that route. The beautifully 
wooded country did not continue for 
more than two miles, and we then 
entered into open rich plains. We 



found the ground very marshy: tStet 
wandering about to find fords over this 
numerous streams which water the 
plain, we crossed the Jordan itself; 
but the eountrv on the other side was 
as full of marshes and swamps as diat 
we had left, and in several places we 
nearly lost tiie horses ; at last we tuo- 
cceded in reaching the road to Safot, 
which runs at the foot of tiie hills on 
the other side of the plain, and to have 
reached which, we ought, in the first 
instance^ to have pa^ed round the 
north end of the valley. In conse- 
quence of tlie loss of time in thesfr 
bogs, we got no further on our jour-> 
ney this evening than a village by the 
side of a hill, near the N. W. end of 
lake Houle ; the banks of which are 
low, the hills not approaching it in 
any part. 

Febntary 26. — We ascended from 
this point to Safot. t The plain which 
we had quitted was literally covered 
with wild geese, ducks, widgeon, 
snipe, and water-fowl of everv descrip- 
tion. There is a village at the foot of 
the steep ascent to Safot, in whidi are 
a few Roman ruins. As we ascended, 
the lakes of Houle and Tiberias opened 
to us with much grandeur, and part of 
the plain of the Jordan being also 
visible, added to the beauty of the 
scene. The country in the mountains 
is, for the most part, cultivated. Safot 
is beautifully situated; the castle 
stands by itself on a small hill, at the 
foot of which is the town, whidb looks 
like four distinct villages. The ap- 
proach is very fine, and tibe country 
abounds in olives, vines, and idmond 
trees, which are now in blossom. The 
lake of Tiberias is visible from some 
parts of Safot, which, from its elevated 
situation, Maundrell thinks is the city 
alluded to by our Saviour.* Its ancient 
name appears in Arrowsmith's map as 
Japhet We were detained here by 
rainjr weather, until the afternoon of 
the 28th, when we started for Tiberias, 
but only reached an old ruined khaa^ 
about two miles to the north of the 
village of Madjdala by the liJce's side. 
Here we were dreadfully bitten by a 

* ** A eity that is set on a hOl cannot bd 
hid.** Matt. v.li. 
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species of yermin, which attacks both 
men and camels in this country ; it was 
red, and soft like a maggot. In the 
rooming we found ourselyes studded 
all oyer with deep crimson spots, from 
which it would appear that there is 
much venom in the bite of this dis- 
gusting animal. A traveller in these 
countries, however much the thought 
may shock him at first, must make up 
his mind to be constantly covered with 
lice and fleas ; we kill every day from 
ten to twenty of these gentry, which 
are always to be found on every mat 
or cushion used in the country. These 
nauseous visitors seldom get into the 
head, but crawl about your shirt and 
clothes. Every native you see is 
covered with them, and if you ask why 
they have such a plentiful store, while 
we are comparatively so little attacked, 
they tell you ** it is the curse of God 
on them." The other day I cut my 
foot, and our Arab Seys (who has ac- 
companied us all the way from Yaffa), 
and is a very cleanly person, washing 
himself constantly, tore off a small 
piece of the sleeve of his shirt to apply 
to the wound ; the piece wajs about 
three inches long, by two wide, and 
before using it, I killed on it three lice 
and two fleas ! This will speak more 
Btrongly than all I can say on the sub- 
ject Bugs are also very plentiful ; 
in Egypt our rooms were full of them. 
March 1. — The greater part of our 
road this day was a descent, passing 
through a beautiful and wild country 
covered with shrubs of various de- 
scriptions, and occasionally crossing 
valleys and rivulets. About four miles 
from Safot there is a picturesque cliff, 
the sides of which are perforated with 
s great number of caves, at present 
inhabited by goatherds ; we supposed 
them to be ancient sepulchres, as in- 
deed did other travellers who, from 
their ruined appearance, have not 
thought them worthy of examination ; 
but Mr. Bankes, who leaves nothing 
unexplored, inspected them, and pro- 
nounces them to be only natural cavi- 
ties. About eight o'clock we reached 
.Tiberias, having travelled for two 
hours along the side of the lake. More 
paina appear to have been taken to 



construct the road where it was very 
rocky, than in most parts of Syi*ia 
which we had visited. The modem 
town of Tiberias is very small ; it 
stands close to the lake of Gennesaret, 
and is walled round with towers equi- 
distant from each other. At the 
northem extremity are the remains of 
the ancient town, which are distin- 
guishable by walls and other ruined 
buildings, as well as by fragments of 
columns, some of which are of beauti- 
ful red granite. South of the town 
are the famous hot baths of Tiberius ; 
they consist of three mineral springs. 
We had no thermometer, but we found 
the water too hot to admit of the hand 
being kept in it for more than fifty 
seconds ; we endeavoured to boil an 
egg in it, but without success, even 
though we removed the shell. Over 
the spring is a Turkish bath close to 
the lake's side, which is much resorted 
to, particularly by the Jews, who have 
also a great veneration for a Roman 
sepulchre, excavated in the cliff near 
the spot, which they say is the ^ Tomb 
of Jacob." Beyond the baths a wall 
runs from the lake to the mountain's 
side, which rather perplexed us when 
we were taking the measurement of 
the ancient walls of Tiberias ; but we 
are now convinced that the walls of 
the town did not extend so far to the 
south, and that this wall was part 
of the fortifications of Yespasiau's 
camp ; indeed, Josephus places the 
camp in this position. The lake of 
Tiberias is a fine sheet of water, but 
the land about it has no striking fea- 
tures, and the scenery is altogether 
devoid of beauty ; but it is interesting 
from the frequent allusions to it in the 
Gospels. We were lodged, as Frank 
travellers usually are, in the small 
catholic church, which is under the 
charge of an Arab priest ; this they 
tell you was the house of St. Peter \ 
but after we had been there a few days, 
we observed that one of the stones oi 
the building had part of an Arabic 
inscription upon it, inverted, which 
proves it to be of much more modern 
origin; Dr. Clarke, however, seems 
to believe the assertion of the natives. 
We found the church so full of fleas, 
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that we preferred a small open court 
in front of it for our lodging. The 
natiTes hare a saying, that << S\e king 
of the fleas has his court in Taharia." 
We here lived on fish, which is most 
excellent ; there is not much yariety, 
but the best sort, and it is the most 
common, is a species of bream, equal 
to the finest perch. It is remarkable 
that there is not, at present, a single 
boat of any description on the lake ; 
the fish are caught by the casting-net 
from the beach, a method which must 
yield a very small quantity compared 
to what would be obtained with boats. 
I imagine this to be the reason why 
fish is so dear, being sold at the same 
price per pound as meat. It was on 
this lake that the miraculous draught 
of fishes took place.* There is a cur- 
rent throughout the whole breadth of 
the lake ; the passage of the Jordan 
through it is observable by the smooths 
ness of the surface. 

March 2. — To-day, Mr. Bankes ar- 
rived after having made a complete 
tour of the Haouran, and passed round 
the lake of Tiberias. He proposed 
that we should join him in a journey, 
which he contemplates making beyond 
the Jordan, and round the Dead Sea 
to Jerusalem ; he had expressed a 
wish to this effect at Aleppo, and had 
left a letter for us at Damascus to the 
same purport We have accordingly 
resolved to accompany him; we mul 
totally abandoned all idea of making 
the tour of the Dead Sea, as a hope- 
less undertaking, notwithstanding we 
had our poor friend Burckhardfs notes 
to aid and assist us ; Mr. Bankes was, 
however, resolved to make the attempt 
alone if we could not have joined him. 
While he made a short visit to Safot, 
which he had not yet seen, we deter- 
mined to inspect Om Keis (the ancient 
Gadara), in the ooontiy of the Gada- 
renes. 

March 4.— We quitted Tiberias at 
eleven, and following the shore of the 
lake till we came to the site of the 
ancient Tarichea ; forded tlie Jordan 
dose to the ruins of a Roman bridge, 
a few hundred yards from the end of 

• Luke, V. 4—0. 



the lake ; thence we passed by the vil- 
lage of Semmack (the Arabic for fish) 
at the south end of the lake, and turn- 
ing to the southward, in about half an 
hour crossed the river Yarmack or 
Hieromax, a very pretty stream, tri- 
butary to the Jordan. There is here 
a small ancient town, but it contains 
nothing of interest ; the map marks it 
'^Amatha." From this point we as- 
cended the mountains by a very steep 
road, and before sunset arrived at 
Om Keis. The natives inhabit the 
ancient sepulchres. We were very 
kindly received by the sheikh. The 
tomb in which we lodged was capable 
of containing between twenty and 
thirty people ; it was of an oblong 
form, and the cattle, &c., occupied one 
end, while the proprietor and his 
famUy lived in the other. The walls 
of the ancient Ghidara are easily dis- 
cemible ; within them the pavement 
of the city is still very perfect ; and 
the traces of the chariot wheels are 
risible on the stones. We found the 
remains of a row of columns which 
lined the main street on either sido ; 
two theatres, in tolerable preservation, 
are within the walls ; and without^ 
to the northward, is die Ne<»i>polis ; 
the sepulchres, which are all under 
ground, are hewn out of the rock ; the 
doors are very massive, being cut out 
of immense blocks of stone ; some of 
these are now standing, and actually 
turn on their hinges. The hinge is 
nothing but a part of the stone left 
projecting at each end, and let into a 
socket cut in the rock ; the face of the 
doors are cut in the shape of panels. 
From this place we had a fine view of 
the lake of Tiberias. 

March 5. — In the morning we de- 
scended to the N. £. into the plain of 
the Yarmack, to visit the thermal 
eprings there ; they are not so hot as 
those of Tiberias. One of them is 
inclosed by palm-trees, in a very pic- 
turesque manner ; it Is of great depth, 
and its surfiiuse is covered with a spe- 
cies of red moss, somewhat resembling 
sponge before it has been purified : 
this the natives told us they apply to 
their camels when suffering under cer- 
tain cutaneous disorders. Here are 
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the ruins, of a Roman bath. We found 
several sick persons at these springs 
who had come to use the waters. From 
this point we followed the Yarmack 
until we came near the place where we 
had crossed it the preceding eyening, 
and returned by dusk to Tiberias. 
Mr. Bankes haying rejoined us, we 
employed ourselves from the 6th to 
tiie 10th in measuring the circuit of 
the ancient city, and in making re- 
searches in the neighbourhood. Mr. 
Bankes had discovered a curious an- 
cient fortification, situated to the west 
of Magdala. On the north side of the 
entrance of a ravine there is a high 
perpendicular cliff which, from its pro- 
jecting situation and steep sides, forms 
a natural barrier on two sides of a 
triangle, the other side being defended 
by a wall of rough masonx^, with nu- 
merous projecting turrets. Mr. Bankes 
made a plan of it ; we were two days 
in taking the measurements. The na^ 
tives caU it Callah-el-Hammam, (Castle 
of the Pigeons,) but we are not aware 
that any ancient authors mention it, or 
give a clue to its origin. It may pos- 
sibly be the ancient <* Jotapata" where 
Josephus was taken, and which he 
states to have been demolished by 
Vespasian. It is certainly of very 
ancient date — prior, Mr. Bankes thinks, 
to the time of the Romans. The vil- 
lage of Erbed, in which there are a 
few Roman ruins, stands in a plain at 
the foot of the Mount Beatitude, on 
the opposite side of the ravine. There 
are some curious old convents in the 
aide of the cliff, on the left in going 
from the village of Majdil (the ancient 
Magdala) to the Callah-eUHammam. 
These convents are very singularly 
oonstructed, being excavated several 
stories high in the perpendicular chff, 
with galleries, &c. About two miles 
south of Majdil are the ruins of six 
Roman baths ; the springs are mineral, 
bat only of a luke-warm temperature. 
The baths are circular, from 15 ft. to 
20 ft in diameter, inclosed with a wall 
about 12 ft high within, and 6 ft with- 
out ; at present there is no apparent 
means of ingress or egress. Their 
position is very pictuxisque, being 
filose to the lake, and overgrown with 



shrubs, weeds, and wild flowers ; the 
water is perfectly clear, and about 6Yt. 
or 7 ft. deep, with pebbles at the bot- 
tom ; there are also fish sporting 
about in them ; the spring discharges 
itself into the lake, subterraneously, 
through the wall. We swam to the 
Scorpion rock mentioned by Josephus, 
but saw no scorpions on it. 

March 10. — In the forenoon we left 
Tiberias, and observed, in following 
the borders of the lalce, one of the 
circular towers, with part of the wall 
of the ancient town on that side. We 
left the hot baths about noon. Drawing 
towards the southern extremity of the 
lake, we saw, on our right, at the foot 
of the hills, an extensive aqueduct ; at 
the entrance are traces of the walls of 
Taiichea, which appears to have been 
situated on two eminences, one on tiie 
right of our road, and the other bor- 
dering on the lower end of the lake, by 
the Jordan; this latter appears to have 
been artificially surrounded by water 
on the other sides. The Jordan winds 
extremely here, but has little current. 
The ruins of the Roman bridge which 
we saw in goine to Om Keis, had ten 
arches : from this point the road con^ 
tinues through rather a naked country^ 
with occasional views of the river. 
About 3 o'clock we came to a khan 
near a bridge ; and, an hour's ride 
beyond this, we observed, by the road- 
side, a Roman mil&«tone, but there 
were only two or three letters distinctly 
visible on it. Farther on, the pave- 
ment of the ancient road is perceiv- 
able, and about two miles from Bysan 
we saw a sarcophagus^ on the brow of 
a slight eminence on the right of the 
road ; here we crossed a small stream, 
and ascended to Bysan about dusk. 
During the latter part of this day's 
journey we remarked a great number 
of Arab camps. Bysan h supposed to 
be the Bethshan of Scripture, after- 
wards called Scythopolis, the largest 
city of the Decapolis, and the only one 
that side of the Jordan. It was to the 
wall of Bethshan that the body of Saul 
was listened after he was slain.* 

March 11. — This day we employes 

* 1 Sam. xzxL 10. 
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ourselves in iiispectiiig the ruins. The 
most interesting is the theatre, the 
walls of which can be distiuctly traced, 
although every part of it is completely 
filled with weeds. It measures across 
the front about 180 ft., and is remark- 
able as having those oval recesses half 
way up the theatre, mentioned by 
Yitruvius as being constructed to con- 
tain the brass sounding tubes. We 
had never seen these in any other 
ancient theatre, and we were, at the 
time, quite at a loss to conjecture to 
what use they were applied. There 
are seven of these cells, and Vitruvius 
mentions, that even in his day very 
few theatres had them. We were very 
careful to take a correct plan of this 
theatre, attending to every minute 
particular. 

We found twenty-four sculls and 
numerous bones in one of the most 
concealed vomitories; in one of the 
sculls a viper was basking, with his 
body twisted through the sockets of 
the eyes, presenting a good subject for 
a moralist. At this place the tombs 
lie to the N. E. of the Acropolis, with- 
out the walls ; the sarcophagi remain 
in some of them ; we here found niches 
of a trianguUr shape, for the lamps ; 
some of the doors were still hanging 
on the ancient hinges of stone, and in 
remarkable preservation. Two streams 
run through the ruins of the city, 
almost insulating the Acropolis ; there 
is a fine Roman bridge over the one 
to the S. W. ; beyond it. may be seen 
the paved way which led to the ancient 
Ptolemais, now Acre. The plains ex- 
tend in this direction to the sea^oast, 
without any intervening mountains. 
On the other side, a little below where 
the streams unite, the walls of the 
town cross the rivulet in a singular 
manner; a high arch in the centre, 
with a smaller one on each end, appear 
to have formed a bridge, and the wall 
of the city was continu^ along its edge. 
It would seem as if there had been a 
grating across the centre arch; the 
outer part of the two smaller arches 
was walled up. On the hill near this 
bridge the ruins of one of the gates of 
the city are very distinguishable, and 
amongst the remains are prostrate 



columns of Corinthian architecture. 
The Acropolis is a high circular hiU, 
ou the top of which are the traces of 
the walls which encompassed it The 
people are a fanatical set. 

March 12. — At eight o'clock inthd 
morning we left Bysan. Near the 
town are the ruins of many subterra* 
nean granaries. Taking guides from 
an Arab camp to show us tlie proper 
place for fording the Jordan, we 
reached its banks in one hour and 
twenty minutes. They are very pret- 
tily wooded, although tiie more dis^ 
tant parts of the plams are quite desti-* 
tute of trees. Near the ford, about 
half a mile to the south, is a tomb 
called << Sheikh Daoud,'' standing on a 
round hill resembling a barrow. The 
stream of the Jordan is here much 
swifter than in the part near the lake 
of Tiberias. The water at the ford 
reached above the bellies of the horses. 
The breadth of the river we found to 
be 140 feet. We bathed here. From 
the Jordan we turned to the right of 
the path to see Tabathat FahkU, 
which we reached in about half an 
hour. Here the ruins of a modern 
village stand on a hill, bearmg E.S.E. 
from the Acropolis of Bysan ; and in 
a plain to the west of it are the ruins 
of a square building, with a semicir- 
cular end, which appears to have been 
surrounded by columns. On the east 
and south sides of the hill are consi- 
derable ruins of some ancient city 
which must have been of great extent* 
The situation is beautiful, being on 
the side of a ravine, with a pictu^ 
resque stream running at the bottom. 
As this place appears to be as ancient 
as Scythopolis, and full two-thirds of 
its size, it seems unaccountable that 
history should not mention a town so 
near ** the principal city of the Deca* 
polls" as this is. We searched for 
inscriptions, but in vain. The ruins 
of a fine temple are situated near the 
water-side, and amongst the columns 
are found the three orders of archi* 
tecture, Doric, Ionic, and Corinthian. 
The river passing to the south falls into- 
the Jordan. Crossii]^ the rivulet, and 
following a path to the southward, we 
entered a small pl^in very thickly 
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oovered with herbage, particularly the 
mustard plant, whidi reached as high 
as our horses' heads. To the east- 
ward we observed several excavations 
in the side of the hills. These are 
probably the Necropolis, for there are 
several tombs in thus direction, resem- 
bling those at Bysan and Om Keis. 
Finding no path, we re-crossed the 
rivulet, and proceeding to the north 
rejoined the track from the Jordan, 
which we had originally quitted to visit 
Tabathat Fahkil ; from this point we 
began to ascend, passing occasionally 
over hill and vale, well wooded, the 
country gradually increasing in beauty. 
On our left we saw the spot where 
Elijah was fed by the ravens.* There 
are many villages in this direction. 

March 13. — We slept at Hallawye. 
In the morning we continued our 
route, and passed through some most 
beautiful woodland scenery, with the 
call oak, wild olive, arbutus, &c. &c., 
m great luxuriance, and a variety of 
wild flowers, such as the cyclamen, 
crimson anemone, &c., on a rich soil. 
We arrived, in three hours, at a village 
called Cafringee, situated at the souui- 
em extremity of the valley of Ad- 
jeloun.f There are sufficient frag- 
ments amongst the rubbish and build- 
ings of Cafringee to show that there 
"Was once a Roman town or some large 
edifice on the spot. We remained 
here about an hour, and then sending 
our baggage forward to the village of 
Adjeloun, proceeded, in company with 
the principal sheikh of the neighbour- 
hood, to the Callah-el-Rubba^ which 
is situated, to the N.N.W., on an emi- 
nence, at an hour's distance. About 
half way up the hill we were shown a 
great cave, the most extensive one we 
had seen in Syria ; this is, probably^ 
the ^ cave of Makkedah," in which 
the five kings were discovered, and 
afterwards buried4 The Callah-el- 
Rubbat commands, by its elevated 

« ** And the reyens brought him bread and 
flesh in the momhag, and bread and flesh in 
the evening ; and he drank of the brook." 
IKings, xvU. 6. 

t **San, stand thon stfll upon Oibeon; 
and thou moon in the vall^ of AJalon." 
Joshua, X. 12. 

t Joshua, X. 17— 27. 



situation, a most extensive view of the 
plain of the Jordan, the lakes Asphaltes 
and Tiberias, and a vast tract of 
country in every direction. Indeed, 
for several days we had this castle 
constantly in view from every quarter* 
Unfortunately, the weather was too 
hazy to admit of our profiting much 
by our lofty situation. We fully 
examined every part of the castle ; it 
is entirely of Turkish architecture, 
and has an Arabic inscription in one 
of the centre stones. The building is 
constructed out of the rock, which has 
been excavated to form the moat 
round it : there are some tanks near 
the castle. 

On descending to the village of 
Adjeloun, we found, in the court of an 
old mosque, a Roman mile-stone, and in 
the building itself, several fragments of 
Roman sculpture. The next day,half an 
hour after quitting Adjeloun, we passed 
through the village of Eugen ; here 
are some Roman tombs, and two sar- 
cophagi cut in the rock. From Eugen 
the road led through a narrow and 
picturesque valley with a fine view of 
the Callah-el-Rubbat behind us. This 
vale opened into a plain, whence the 
road passes through a woody, uneven 
country, extremely beautiful We 
here observed several arbutus of great 
beauty and unusual dimensions ; the 
trunk of one was about 6 ft. in cir- 
cumference. In some instances the 
Yalonia oak and arbutus andrachne 
were growing grafted together, pro- 
bably from the acorn or berry of the 
one having dropped into some crack, 
in the stem of the other, and there 
taken root. The Roman road is dis- 
cernible as you advance into a plain 
hear Souf. We saw, likewise, three 
Roman mile-stones near to each other. 
Souf is a small village, situated on the 
side of a hill, about two hours and a 
half from Adjeloun ; in the vale below 
it is the source of a stream which runs 
through the valley. At the fountain 
is an imperfect Greek inscription, and 
in the ruins of a church in the village 
are a mile-stone, and an altar having 
a Greek inscription. At 3 p.h. we 
went with three armed natives of Souf 
to Djerasli. We took the shortest 
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road over the hills; and after taking a 

feneral view of the ruins, returned to 
ouf by a valley lying to the N.E. 
This latter road is very beautifully 
wooded, and runs by the side of a 
picturesque stream, the banks of which 
are covered with the oleander. We 
found the natives of Souf a mde Mt, 
constantly annoying ns wUii 1110108 
about dytchmaaa, or enemies, alluding 
to the SnHwian Arabs, who are en- 
onnped near Djerash ; this was evi- 
dently done witli a view to induce us 
to have a strong escort every time we 
went to Djerash ; for which service 
they asked two piastres per man each 
trip. In consequence of all this, when 
we went again, on the 15th, to Djerash, 
we took with us the sheikh and ten of 
his people. We took measures of one 
of the temples; our escort annoying us 
all the time with absurd remarks on 
the Importance of their protecting us 
against the Arabs. During the day 
two of these said Arabs arrived on 
horseback, armed with pikes; but 
they were very quiet. We returned to 
Souf rather early in the afternoon. 

Mcureh 16.— It rained hard, and the 
natives of Souf refused to attend us any 
more to Djerash, going over again the 
old story of their terror of the dytch- 
maan. In the afternoon Mr. Bankes' 
interpreter, and the soldier who at- 
tended him as a guard, arrived with a 
young prince of the Benesuckher Arabs, 
named Ebyn Fayes, and ten of his 
tribe. The prince was attended by 
his mace-bearer; the mace was of iron, 
hollow, and about two feet long. All 
the party were well mounted and 
armed, and as they galloped down the 
hill, firing their pistols and manoeuv- 
ring with their spears, they formed a 
cunous and interesting sight. Mr. 
Bankes had dispatched the interpreter 
and soldier from Adjeloun to the Bene- 
suckher camp, to obtain a guard to 
conduct us to the several places which 
we wished to visit, lying east of the 
Jordan and Dead Sea ; he had a list 
of the places which Burckhardt had 
visited, and a note of his route by 
Kerek and Wady Mousa, and intended 
to pass from the latter to the south 
end of th« Dead Sea, and by Hebron 



to Jerusalem. The interpreter, how. 
ever, could only make a bargain with 
these people to escort us as far as 
Kerek, as they said they were at war 
with the tribes beyond Uiat place^ and 
could go no forttier. As the plaees 
beyond KerA were the most beset 
w& difficulties, there seemed to be 
little hope of performing the whole of 
the journey under their protection ; 
we, however, kept them for the pre- 
sent, hoping if we reached Kerek with 
them, to pursue our journey by other 
means; especially as the natives of 
Kerek are mostly Christians, and are 
in the habit of making their pilgrim- 
age to Jerusalem by the route we were 
anxious to take. Yolney was told by 
the Arabs, ** that there are to the 
S. E. of the ^lake Asphaltes, within 
three days' journey, upwards of 300 
ruined towns absolutelydeserted ; seve- 
ral having large edifices with columns." 
This was the country of the Nabath- 
eans, thi9 most potent, says Josephus, 
of the Arabs and of the Idumeeuis, 
who, at the time of the destruction of 
Jerusalem, were almost as numerous 
as the Jews. Our lamented friend. 
Sheikh Ibrahim, states in his notes, 
that three di^s south from Kerek, in 
the Wady I^usa, are the ruins of 
Petra, the capital of the ancient Arabia 
Petnea. Here, to use his own expres- 
sioUi are wonderfully fine temples cut 
out of the rock, and more than 200 
sepulchres. Since the death of poor 
Burckhardt, no European has seen this 
place, or indeed the others to the S. £. 
of the Dead Sea. Hebron is the an- 
cient Kiriath Arba, and is said to be 
of higher antiquity than Memphis; to 
see the site of such a place, excites no 
ordinary degree of interest. Abraunor 
Hebron, is the place where Abraham 
died. The terms agreed on with the 
Arabs were,that they should conduct us 
safe to Kerek for 1000 piastres ; most 
unfortunately, Mr. Bankes paid tlie 
whole of the money beforehand, and 
to this ill-advised step we owe all the 
tricks they afterwards played us. 

March 17. — We quitted Souf with 
our Arab guard, and passed the day 
in taking further measurements at 
Djerash. It was here that the Arabs 
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induced Mr. Bankes to pay all the 
money in adyance, and immediately 
commenced a regular train of impo- 
sitions and falsehoods, which in the 
end compelled us to leave them and to 
abandon the journey. In dealings with 
these people not a single para should 
ever be paid them in advance ; it 
should be stipulated that they are to 
receive nothing till they have completed 
their contract. They are a cunning set, 
and behave well when they are kept 
in check in this manner; but if paid 
anything before hand, they continually 
teaze you for more, and when once 
they have received the whole of the 
money they consider that you are com- 
pletely in their power, and that they 
may do as they like with you ; since 
Lady Hester Stanhope spoiled the 
market, by overpaying them when she 
went to Palmyra, few people, going to 
that place, have succeeded so well 
with them as we did ; and this was 
certainly owing to our peroiBting in 
not paymg a single para till their part 
of the agreement was fulfilled. In 
the evening we reached Katty, a vil- 
lage lyine ia ft beautiful situation, to 
the W. N. W. of Djerash, at about an 
hour's distance. The Arabs here de- 
iMUided money to buy provisions for 
themselves ; we were obliged to give 
them 30 piastres a day. 

March 1 8. — This morning we again 
went to Djerash, and measured the 
walls of the town, and the principal 
temple. Some of the Salhaan Arabs 
appearing in the distance, our Bene- 
suckher friends galloped off to parley 
with them, and, as usual, we were 
again teazed about the dytchmaan. We 
went this night, by the desire of our 
conductors, to a small camp of the 
Salhaans, although they had been con- 
tinually calling &em their enemies; it 
lay one hour and a half to the S. E. of 
Djerash. On the way they tried to 
persuade Mr. Bankes to give a horse 
to the Salhaans ; this request was 
made in a valley about half an hour 
distant from the camp, and was pro- 
pounded in a very mysterious manner; 
on his refusing they at first stopped, 
and said they would not go on, but 
finally conducted us to the camp, say- 
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ing that they would give up one of 
their own horses, and even went 
through the ceremony of parading 
their present before the tent we were 
in. We never ascertained the fact, 
but fully believe that it was a mere at- 
tempt to rob us of one of our horses. 

March 19. — We went in the morning 
to examine a place called Reashy, but 
found nothing there of interest. The 
Benesuckher Arabs refused to go to 
Djerash, excusing themselves by saying 
they feared the Salhaans; we were very 
anxious to finish the plan of Djerash, 
nothing having ever been published 
regarding these antiquities ; indeed^ 
they were unknown to Europeans until 
Mr. Seetzen discovered th^ in 1806. 
I believe Mr. Bankes^ Sir W. Chatter- 
ton, Mr. Leslie, Sheikh Ibrahim, and 
Mr. Buekinghiun, are the only Euro- 
peans who have seen them. The Arabs 
were now told that Mr. Bankes would 
give up the researches he had intended 
to make on the banks of the Zerka, 
and go to Djerash uistead. We accord- 
ingly set out in that direction with three 
of the Arabs, the remainder proceed- 
ing with our baggage from the Salhaan 
camp to Katty. In our way we as- 
cended to Nebi Hood, a village situated 
on the summit of a hill, S. S. £. of 
Djerash ; the village is at present de- 
serted ; we found a Greek inscription 
on an altar in the oourt-yard of one of 
the houses. We were about to pro- 
ceed to Djerash, when one of our three 
Arabs who had advanced a little in 
front, returned to inform us that six 
Salhaans were waiting near Djerash to 
iatercept us. We accordingly returned 
to join some more of the Benesuckher 
party, after having first reconnoitred 
for ourselves. We soon met the re- 
mainder of our escort on their w&y to 
Katty, and therefore proceeded with 
them all, and had a parley with the six 
Salhaans, who, after some conversa- 
timi, in which they said that *'they 
wanted heads, not money," told the 
Benesuekhers that we haid <^tr per- 
mission to remain at Djerash till the 
afternoon of this day. Their being able 
to bring only six armed men to inter- 
cept us, M'as no great proof of their 
force ; and our Benesuckher friends 
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now joined us iu laughing at them. 
We endeavoured to finish our task at 
Djerash this day, but though we were 
at work till dark (Irby and myself 
measuring, and Mr. Bankes drawing, 
copying inscriptions, &c.), we could not 
complete our work. In the course of 
the day Mr. Bankes was robbed of his 
cap by an armed Arab, who, having 
concealed himself amongst the ruins of 
the great theatre, stole on him unper- 
ceived, while he was drawing. We 
passed the night at Katty ; just as we 
arrived a grand quarrel arose between 
the Benesuckhers and the villagers ; 
the scene of action was on the house 
tops. It is a custom of the country, 
that for one night travellers are pro- 
vided wiih provisions gratis ; and there 
is in every Turkish village a room to 
lodge them in. Europeans on depart, 
ing generally make a present to the 
servants, at least equivalent to what 
has been consumed. I mentioned be- 
fore, that we had given the Arabs 
thirty piastres a day for their food ; 
these cunning fellows, however, wanted 
to force the villagers to feed them, 
although they had been there before 
on the night of the 17th, and as the 
poor people had to feed the horses 
gratis, as well as the men, it came very 
hard on them. We paid for everything 
uoe got ; and we assured the villagers 
that the Benesuckhers were provided 
with money to pay for all they had. 
This was the subject-matter of the 
quarrel, — battle there was none ; for 
although there was much appearance 
of anger and rage, and the greatest 
noise and confusion imaginable, men, 
women, and children, being all mixed 
together pell-mell, nevertheless, every 
one was cautious to avoid coming to 
blows, and the affray ended to the 
advantage of the poor natives, the 
Benesuckhers retreating from the vil- 
lage. 

March 20. — We went in the morn- 
ing to Djerash to finish our operations; 
ft very singular circumstance here took 
place. Mr. Bankes' soldier from Da- 
mascus, whom he had always found 
very useful and attached, had within 
the last two or three days very much 
altered his manner and conduct^ and 



exhibited strong proofs of fear, both 
in words and actions ; on our way to 
Djerash he told us frequently that the 
Arabs would strip us of everything, 
and while Mr. Bankes was taking a 
copy of an inscription near the north 
gate of the city, the soldier very slowly, 
without making any further observa- 
tions, walked off, and was never seen 
by us again. On the preceding even- 
ing he said he had received information 
of some Damascus troops having ar- 
rived at a town a few hours' distant, 
and asked permission to depart in the 
night to procure their protection for 
us ; however, he did not then go, as 
the villagers persuaded him to the con- 
trary ; we, of course, imagined that this 
was his object in setting off, and, thac 
finding the report false, he had return- 
ed to Damascus. Two spy-glasses were 
found missing, which Mr. Bankes had 
brought with him, for presents ; we 
did not, however, suspect the soldier 
of any roguery in this respect, although 
he certainly took the interpreter's gun, 
leaving his own, which was worse. 
The theft, however, we afterwards 
heard was proved against him ; the 
Arabs denied having taken the tele- 
scopes. It was two o'clock in the 
afternoon before we had completed 
our operations at Djerash. It has 
been a splendid city, built on two sides 
of a valley, with a fine stream running 
through it ; the situation is beautiful. 
The town was principally composed of 
two main streets, crossing each other 
in the centre at right angles, as at 
Antinoe. The st|«ets were lined with 
a double row of columnsj some of 
which are Ionic and some Corinthian. 
The pavement is exceedingly good, 
and there is an elevated space on each 
side for foot passengers ; the marks of 
the chariot wheels are visible in many 
parts of the streets. Djerash, sup- 
posed to be either Pella or Gerasa, but 
in some respects answering to neither| 
can boast of more public edifices than 
any other city we have seen. There 
are two theatres, two grand temple8,~- 
one, as appears by a Greek inscrip- 
tion, dedicated to the sun, like that at 
Palmyra, and not unlike that edifice, 
being constructed in the centre of an 
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immense double peristyle court. The 
columns of the temple are five feet 
in diameter, and of a proportionate 
height ; the capittUs are Corinthian, 
and well executed. One singularity in 
Hob edifice is a chamber under ground, 
below the principal hall of the temple, 
with IV bath in the centre. Five or 
six smaller temples are scattered about 
the town ; and a magnificent Ionic oval 
space, of 309 feet long, adds greatly to 
the beauty of the ruins. The scene of 
the larger theatre is singularly perfect ; 
tliere are two grand baths, and two 
bridges crossing the valley and river. 
The temples, and both the theatres, 
are built of marble, but not of a very 
fine sort. Three hundred yards from 
the south-west gate is the circus, or 
stadium, and near it the triumphal 
arch. The cemetery surrounds the 
city, but the sarcophagi are not very 
highly finished ; upwards of two hun- 
dirod and thirty colunms are now 
standing in the city. To the north- 
east, al^ut 200 yards from the walls, 
are a very large reservoir for water, 
and a picturesque tomb fironted by 
foor Corinthian columns ; near which 
is an aqueduct. There are numerous 
inscriptions in all directions, chiefly of 
the time of Antoninus Pius ; most of 
them are much mutilated. The Greek 
inscription, before alluded to, was on 
the propyleum of the Temple of the 
Sun, which must have been a grand 
piece of architecture. The city has 
three entrances, with richly orna- 
mented gateways ; and the renuuns of 
tiie wall, with its occasional towers, 
are in wonderful preservation. On the 
whole, we considered Djerash to be a 
much finer mass of ruins than Palmyra. 
At two o'clock in the afternoon, 
having completed our operations, we 
set out in a south-west direction for 
Szalt. In an hour and twenty minutes 
we crossed the Zerka, a small stream 
winding prettily in a narrow valley ; 
there are the ruins of a small building 
on the front of the hills near the ford. 
Ascending from the rivulet, we passed 
the sites of some small towns, possess- 
ing nothing of interest ; and at five in 
tile evening we arrived at a camp of 
^ Salhaans^ where wepassed the night. 



March 21. — This morning we pro- 
ceeded, but coming to a cross-road, 
the Benesuckhers said they could not 
reach Szalt that day, but .would con« 
duct us to a camp of their own ; 
although we knew that Szalt could be 
only a few hours distant. We posi- 
tively insisted upon their escorting us 
to Szalt, which, after much altercation, 
they said they would do, if we would 
give two hundred piastres to each of 
the sheikhs of Szalt, Heshbon, and 
Kerek, and also to themselves five 
days' advance of the thirty piastres a 
day. AU this we positively refused, 
excepting the thirty for to-day ; and, 
after farther discussion, the Benesuck- 
hers endeavouring by their threats to 
frighten us into a compliance with 
their demands, the dispute ended by 
our going to Szalt, accompanied by the 
prime minister (as we termed him) of 
the young'prince, the chief of the pai'ty. 
The minister is a very great rogue ; 
he is not an Arab bom : we thought 
he had much the appearance of a 
Levantine, of European extraction. 

It was he who put every bad idea 
into the minds of the prince, and the 
rest of the Arabs, who were mostly 
very young men, and not so well versed 
as himself in the art of cheating. We 
did not succeed in getting to Szalt, 
until the interpreter, and the Arab 
Seys who took care of our horses, 
frightened by the threats and gesticu- 
lations of our escort, had given the 
Arabs sixty piastres, of which we told 
them they must themselves be the 
losers. The prince and his party now 
quitted us for their own camp, as they 
said they could not enter Szalt, being 
at war with the inhabitants. We 
crossed over some small hills into a 
spacious valley called Bayga, in which 
are the ruins of a large square Cyclo- 
pean building, perhaps a fortress ; on 
quitting whidi, we ascended to the 
westward over some rugged Tocks, and 
thence descended into some picturesque 
valleys most beautifully wooded. From 
these valleys we traversed some more 
barren soil, and again descending, pass- 
ed on the left some vineyards, inclosed 
with stone walls ; whence turning to the 
I right, we had the fizst view of S^dt, not 
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ten minutes distant from us. The castle 
is situated on the top of a hill, on the 
sides of which is the village, nearly suiv 
rounded by a valley and by high hills, 
forming a very picturesque object. The 
neighbourhood abounds in vineyards 
and olives. We found the finest raisins 
here that we had seen in Syria. The 
inhabitants of Szalt are numorous, and 
more than one-third of them are Chris- 
tians. We arrived wet through. The 
people showed us great attention, dry- 
ing our clothes before the fire. We 
first went to the travellers' room, but 
were soon after conducted to the house 
of a Christian. The weather continued 
bad the whole of the next day, but on 
the 23rd became fairer. In conse- 
quence of the treachery of the Arabs, 
we wished to be quit of them, and, if 
possible, to get the natives of Szalt 
to conduct us to Kerek. The prime 
minister made some extravagant de- 
mands ; however, he was paid up to 
the day, and told that his services and 
those of his comrades were no longer 
wanted. He now tried all he could to 
induce us to consent to go to their 
camp, but this would have been a very 
imprudent course to have taken.. FindU 
ing that he could not, either by good 
or bad words, prevail on us to go, he 
went off in a huff, saying, that his 
companions would take care that we 
did not stir from Szalt until we con- 
sented to his scheme. To show how 
little we feared these threats^, we took 
a walk of two hours, and returned in 
the evening. Some of the Mahom. 
medan natives of Szalt insulted us on 
our return. We wished next day to 
go to Amaun, but the son of the sheikh 
of the town told us his father was gone 
to the Arabs, and that nothing could 
be done till his return. 

March 24. — This morning the 
sheikh's son and five other guards ac- 
companied us to visit some places in 
the neighbourhood. The firat was a 
village called Athan, situated two 
hours distant to the N.N.W. There 
is a ruined village here. We saw no 
remains of antiquity; but in ascending 
from it, we observed some sarcophagi 
cut out of the rock. We afterwards 
went to a place called Gilhad Gilhood, 



said by the natives to be the birth* 
place of the prophet £lijah. There are 
here two old tombs ; one of them has 
been used as a Christian chapel ; abo 
some sarcophagi mt out of the rock, 
and other antique remains. We visited, 
in all, five ruined villages^ which serve 
at least to show that the country lying 
five or six miles to the north of Szalt, 
was once more populous than it is at 
present. Szalt has been thought to be 
the ancient Amathus, but we are more 
inclined to believe it to be Machterus^ 
where John the Baptist was beheaded. 
The country in general is extremely 
beautiful and wocKly. On our return 
to the town we found a black messen- 
ger from the Benesuckher prince, 
inviting us to go to his camp and 
adjust our differences; but we had 
determined, if the natives of Szalt 
refused to conduct us to Kerek, to 
recross the Jordan on the following 
day, and proceed to Jerusalem, where 
we could adopt other measures for 
carrying our plans into execution. 

March 29. — In the morning, at nin« 
o'clock, we quitted Szalt, in the middle 
of a great dispute amongst the natives, 
whether they should or should not 
deliver us up to the Arabs. The tops 
of all the houses were covered with 
women and children to see the result 
of the fray. On quitting the house, 
our interpreter was missing, and after 
some delay, we found him concealed 
behind the door, crying bitterly. The 
first person we met was the prime 
minister, whom we had not seen since 
the 23rd. He was in company with 
the black, and another Benesuckher 
Arab ; and mounting their horses 
they immediately joined us, and endear 
voured all in their power to persuade 
us to go the wrong road ; in which 
they were joined by all the Turkish 
natives of the place, who kept bawling 
to us that we were going wrong. For- 
tunately, when waUung out one day, 
we had made inquiries, and had dis- 
covered the right road to Jerusa- 
lem; which, in spite of all their remon- 
strances, we accordingly took. The plan 
of the prime minister was, doubtless, to 
lead us to the Arabs' camp, and there 
detain un until they had got what the/ 
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wanted. As we Moended the hill, fol- 
lowed by the Arabs, we soon got a 
Tiew of tlie Dead Sea, the neighbour- 
hood of Jerieho, and the plain of the 
Jordan. We had given out that our 
intention was to pass through Jericho 
on our way to Jerusalem ; but having 
deviated from Uie right path shortly 
afiter we began to descend, we thought 
of passing on to Bysan. One of the 
Arabs quitted us on the brow of the 
hill ; and when they saw that we had 
ceased to keep the road to Jericho, 
the black man went also. Both de- 
parted, no doubt, to give information 
to the piinoe and his party of the track 
we had taken. A little aiter mid^y, 
when we had nearly descended to tiie 
plain, to the minister's surprise and 
vexation, we turned short off to the 
ford of tiie Jordan, which we saw in 
the distance, and quitted him, notwith- 
standing his numerous remonstranoes. 
Indeed had we c<mtinued long in the 
track we w^re going, we should soon 
have been amongst some of the Bene- 
suckher camps, as we had shortly be- 
fore passed five or six small camps, 
but of what tribe we did not know. 
We now pushed straight for the 
J<»dan, and reached its banks about 
two o'clock. At the foot of the moun- 
tains we observed some singular, and 
certainly very ancient tombs, com- 
posed of great rough stones, resem- 
bling what is called << Kitt's Gotty 
House," in Kent. They were built of 
two long stones, for sides, with one at 
each end, and a small door in front, 
mostly facing to the north. This door 
was cut in the stone. All were of rough 
■tones apparently n^t hewn, but found 
in huge flakes, such as are still seen 
about the spot : ever the whole was 
laid an immense flat piece projecting 
both at the sides and ends. What 
rendered these tombs more remarkable 
was, that tlie interior was not long 
enough for a corpse, being only 5 ft : 
both the front and back stones being 
considerably within the ends of the 
side ones. There were about twenty- 
seven of these tombs, very irregularly 
situated. The plain, about half way 
£rom the foot of the mountains, is tole- 
xabty level, but barren j it then be- 



comes very rugged, consisting of hills, 
vales, and deep chasms, in a dry salt- 
ish soil, of a very white appearance. 
This continues to within a quarter of 
a mile of the river's bank; whence the 
rest is a rich, flat plain to the margin 
of the river, which is at the bottom of 
a deep ravine, beautifully wooded, and 
so overgrown, that the stream is not 
seen till you are close to it The Cal- 
Uh-el-Rubbat bore N.E. half N. from 
the ford. Hereabouts it would be 
interesting to search for the twelve 
stones erected by the Israelites to 
commemorate their passing the river.* 
The water was too high for us to make 
the search ; and, indeed, we were not 
sufficiently at our ease, with the idea 
of the Arabs being in chase of us. We 
were detained till nearly three o'clock 
before we could cross the river, which 
we were surprised to find very much 
swollen. An Arab, on horseback, 
arrived shortly after us, and as he had 
no baggage^ was well mounted, and 
likely to be acquainted with the ford, 
we requested him to cross first, that 
we might profit by his example : but, 
like the peasants on Mount Lebanon, 
he refused to lead the way. We there- 
fore crossed one at a time, the others, 
from an eminence on the banks, direct- 
ing his progress. The stream was 
exceedingly rapid, and so deep, that 
we were obliged to swim our horses, 
which, as tiiey had our fire-arms and 
our baggage, as well as ourselves on 
their backs, was no easy task. We all 
got completely wet through, and our 
papers, pocket-books, &c., were totally 
spoiled. From the river we pursued a 
d^eetion W.N.W. for two hours, into 
a rich valley: there was no road or 
track. On the right we passed a great 
cave with an artificial door. A la- 
bourer misinformed us, and directed us 
up the dry course of a torrent in search 
of a village. After vainly wandering 
about till dark, we came to the termi- 
nation of the valley, and saw no signs 
of any path or habitation. Heavy rain 
came on^ with thunder and lightning, 

* ** And Joshua set up twelve stones in the. 
midst of Jordan, in the place where the f^f 
of the priests which bare the ark of the cots' 
nant stood; and they are there nnto tt<ia 
day." Joshua, iv. 9. 
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and we were glad to take shelter for 
jthe night m a cave used occasionaUy 
py the shepherds. 

March 26. — At day-light we were 
forced to retrace our steps, and return 
to the valley we had left, which we 
found was called Wady Zeit (OU Val- 
ley) ; in it is a village called Agrarba, 
which we did not see. On entering 
Wady Zeit, the peasants all came out, 
armed with six muskets and their in- 
struments of agriculture. Seeing a 
mounted party, issuing out of an unin^ 
habited valley, so early in the morning, 
they had mistaken us for Bedouins. 
We obtained a guide for Nablons. 
From these people we learnt that the 
Arabs had crossed the Jordan the 
preceding evening in chase of us, and 
not being able to get any information, 
had returned to the other side of the 
river. We, therefore, owe our escape 
to the circumstance of having lost our 
way. We observed that this rich val- 
ley ends abruptly at the foot of the 
hills to the westward. We followed 
the principal road, which led us out 
by a ravine, to the S. W., and con. 
tinning in this track till about 11 
o'clock, we crossed over the hills to 
the westward. About half an hour 
after mid-day we reached the village 
of Bait Forage, situated by the side of 
a rich extensive plain, having six other 
villages on its borders, many olive- 
yards, and much corn. We were ghid 
to get some breakfast here, after a 
twenty-eight hours' fast, with the ex- 
ception of a few dirty raisins, which 
we found in the bottom of one of our 
hourges. We remained till 2 o'clock, 
and then proceeded for Nablous, about 
^wo hours distant. In twenty minutes 
we arrived at a ruined village, called 
Kaffer Baiter, around which are seve- 
ral old Roman tombs and tanks. In one 
of the tombs, the mouth of which was 
closed with rubbish, we found some 
dead bodies concealed. Thence we 
went to Nablous, the road leading us 
by Jacob's Well, a short distance from 
which, a valley, in a southern direc- 
tion, unites with that in which stand 
*Pait Forage and the six other villages. 
i£[aundreU says, these rich valleys are 
supposed to be ^the portion of land 



given by Jacob to his son Joseph.** 
Nablous is the ancient Sychem. We 
went to the summit of Mount Grerizim^ 
and found the ruins of a large town, 
with a tank, near a conspicuous tomb. 

On the 2Sth of March we quitted 
Nablous, and reached Jerusalem the 
next day. For an excellent descrip- 
tion of Nablous, and also of all the 
objects of interest at Jerusalem, I 
must refer the reader to MaundreU. 
We took his book in our pockets, and 
visited every place which he mentions, 
most of them three different times. 
Once by ourselves, once as ciceroni to 
Lord Belmore and his family, and once 
with Mr. Legh, the gentleman who 
has published his Journey in Nubia. . . 
We nave been to Bethlehem and St. 
John's, visited the Holy Sepulchre at 
the Greek Easter, and saw the cele- 
brated trick of the holy fire, &c. 

May 1. — After staying for more 
than a month at Jerusalem, we started 
for the Jordan with all the pilgrims, 
escorted by the governor and a body 
of troops. The sight was most impres- 
sive. The immense number of Chris- 
tians, from all quarters, the various 
costumes of the Greeks, the Copts from 
Egypt, the Abyssinians from Ethiopia : 
some of the pilgrims on camels, with 
double cradles on their backs ; some 
on mules, also with cradles ; some on 
horses ; some on asses ; in idl amount- 
ing to about 5000, presented a most 
curious and interesting scene, winding 
amongst the hills, in a line as far aa 
the eye could reach, and sometimes 
through different openings in the moun« 
tains, appearing in two or three divi- 
sions. In the evening we arrived at 
the camp near Jericho. We could 
trace no remains of the Hippodrome 
which Josephus places here. 

May 2. — At two this morning we 
started by torch-light for the Jordan, 
which we reached at 7 a.m. Here we 
found the pilgrims bathing in the river, 
men, women, and children, all mixed 
together. They immersed their clothes 
in the river, gathered boughs off the 
trees, and filled bottles with the water 
to take home, in commemoration of 
their pilgrimage. We went, attended 
by two Arabs, to the Dead Sea, and 
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bathed in it ; the water was bitter and 
buoyant Those of our party who 
could not swim, floated on ^e surface 
like corks ; on dipping the head in, the 
eyes smarted dreadfully, and we were 
much surprised to observe, on coming 
out of the la]ie, that the water did not 
evaporate from the body, as is the case 
on emerging from fresh water, but 
adhered to the skin, and was greasy to 
the touch. At night we returned to 
Jerusalem. 

We propose starling to-morrow with 
two Arabs to make the tour of the 
Dead Sea, and search for the sites of 
the cities that are known to have stood 
in that direction. Our party will con- 
sist of Messrs. Legh and Bankes, with 
their attendants, and Captain Irby 
and myself. We have plenty of arms, 
and shall muster altogether eleven 
persons, including two Arabs. The 
trip will probably take us about three 
weeks. We have all dressed ourselves 
as Arabs of the desert, to excite less 
observation. 

Lord and Lady Belmore and their 
party have been here about three 
weeks* They came from Cairo by land, 
having taken the same route as we did. 
Their party is very strong, and they 
had the brother of a famous Arab 
chief to protect them. They are all 
now attiring themselves as Arabs, and 
are going to visit Baalbec, Damascus, 
<&e., after which they embark in his 
lordship's yacht for Europe. The friars 
of the convent had a serious dispute in 
the Holy Sepulchre the day before yes- 
terday. They were performing one 
of llieir ceremonies, when the Greeks 
attacked them, wounding several of 
them. There has been much disputing 
before the governor in consequence, 
and a Tartar has been sent with their 
complaints to Constantinople. In 
Maundrell's time there was a similar 
Irav between the Greeks and Latins, 
and the jealousy has existed ever since. 
A rather singular adventure befel us 
wUle at Jerusalem. There is amongst 
the sepulchres, which travellers have 
designated as ^the Tombs of the 
Kings,'' an excavated vault with an 
oblong portico. The only visible en- 
tmaoe to this vault is at one end of the 



portico, while from its construction 
there is every reason to suppose that a 
corresponding entrance would be found 
at the other end, which is now filled 
with rubbish. Mr. Bankes was so 
thoroughly convinced of this, that when 
at Constantinople he used every exer- 
tion, but in vain, to procure a firman 
authorising him to excavate and ascer- 
tain the fact. We now endeavoured 
to obtain permission from the governor 
of Jerusalem to dig there, but without 
success. As we could not procure 
legal authority, we determined on pro- 
secuting the undertaking secretly in 
the night, and accordingly purchased 
privately some pickaxes and other im- 
plements. Late in the evening we 
quitted the town, singly, and from dif- 
ferent gates, to avoid suspicion ; and 
assembling at the rendezvous after 
dark, found that we mustered a party 
of ten persons, viz., Messrs. Bankes 
and Legh, Captain Corry, and our- 
selves, together with five servants, in- 
cluding two of Lord Belmore's sailors, 
whom his lordship had allowed to join 
us. We divided our party into two 
watches, and worked hard four hours 
at a time during the whole night, dig- 
ging and clearing away the rubbish. 
We were obliged to station one of the 
servants as a sentinel near the road 
side, to apprise us of the approach of 
any one. In the morning we had re- 
moved the rubbish to a depth of about 
10 ft., when we came to an immense 
block of stone, apparently in the very 
spot where we expected to find the 
entrance to the tomb. As we were 
unable to move this mass, we returned 
to the city, pretty well fatigued, having 
been obliged, for want of spades, to 
clear away the rubbish with our bands. 
The next day Captain Corry, Mr. 
Bankes, and Mahomet tda janissary, 
acting on the suggestion of Lord Bel- 
more, succeeded in breaking the stone 
by heating it, and then pouring cold 
vinegar on it; but, unfortunately, 
shortly after this was done, our pro- 
ceedings were discovered by some 
Turks, and reported to the governor, 
who put a very effectual stop to our 
researches, by ordering the whole of 
the portico to be walled in« 
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Great were the obstacles which pre- 
sented themselves, and innumerable 
the difficulties which we had to sur- 
mount before we could commence our 
journey to Petra. It had for some 
time been the wish of Mr. Bankes to 
undertake this tour, as the only two 
Europeans who had ever been either 
at Kerek or Wady Mousa (Valley of 
Moses or Petra) were both dead, viz.. 
Sheikh Ibrahim and Mr. Seetzen. 
Both these indefatigable travellers per- 
formed this journey alone and in dis- 
guise, and were consequently obliged 
to conceal their papers, and make all 
their observations by stealth, which 
must necessarily have rendered their 
remarks very brief and cursory, com- 
pared to what they would have been 
had the writers been unrestrained. 
Seetzen travelled as an Arab, calling 
liimself Moosa, but never got so far as 
Petra. 

Although we are of opinion that 
Mr. Bankes could not have succeeded 
in accomplishing this journey without 
his junction with Mr. Legh and our- 
selves, still he has the merit of being 
the first person travelling as a Euro- 
pean, who ever thought t)f extending 
his researches in that direction ; and 
from his profound knowledge of ancient 
hi'itory, as well as his skill in drawing, 
he was by far the best calculated to go 
on such an expedition. When mr, 
Bankes applied at Constantinople to 
have KereK and Wady Mousa inserted 
in his firman, the Turkish Govern- 
ment returned for answer, ** that they 
knew of no such places within the 



Grand Seignior's dominions ; " but as 
he and Mr. Frere, the British minis- 
ter, pressed the point very much, they 
at length referred him to the Pasha 
of Damascus, who, equally averse to 
have anything to do with the business, 
passed him on to the governor of Jeru- 
salem. This latter tried all he could 
to dissuade us from the undertaking, 
though Mr. Legh gave him a hand- 
some spy-glass to induce him to assist 
us. He advised us to app|y to Mahom- 
med Aga, the governor of Yaffa. The 
communication between Egypt and 
Mousa being usually through Graza, 
which is under Mabomm^ Aga's 
government, it was supposed that he 
would have the greatest influcgaoe over 
the Arabs about Wady Mousa^ inas- 
much as he possessed the means ol 
punishing them for any violence they 
might commit, either by stopping their 
supplies from Egypt, or by making 
prisoners of such of their people as 
came within his reach. The governor 
of Yaffa, however, not only evaded the 
affair altogether, but in order to put a 
stop to our joumev, ordered us to re- 
turn the horses which he had lent us. 
A second visit to the governor of Jero- 
salem seemed to promise as little as 
the preceding. We all four called on 
him. On this occasion, a former mot- 
selliro, who had been twenty years in 
office, and was sitting with the gover- 
nor, pledged his word to us that the 
Arabs are a most savage and treach* 
erous race ; and to prove it, added, that 
they think Franks' blood a good medir 
cine for their women when sick, and 
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that they would make use of ours for 
this purpose. All that we could pro- 
cure from the governor was a promise 
to write to the Sheikh of Kerek to 
Apprise him of our coming. When we 
went with the Greek pilgrims to Jeri- 
cho and the Jordan, the governor sent 
a man to us, whom he thought fit to 
call the Sheikh of Kerek, congratu- 
lating us on the obstacles to our going 
to that place having been overcome. 
This man, however, was no sheikh, and 
we suspect the motive of the motsellim 
for sending the counier/eit, was to ob- 
tain anotlier present. Finding that 
there was no getting any of the public 
authorities to render us any assistance, 
we determined to proceed, trusting to 
our numbers and force, and to try our 
fortune with the Sheikh of Hebron. 
Each of the party procured a Bedouin 
Arab dress of the most ordinary de- 
scription, and we all bought horses for 
the journey, except Mr. Bankes^ who 
^vas already provided. Our party oon- 
asted of Mr. Legh, attended by an 
interpreter, a Tartar from Constantino- 
ple, and a seyes (hostler) ; Mr. Baukes, 
who had with him a soldier of the 
Pasha of Egypt, and oarselv«s with a 
Christian Arab servant. We had for 
our guides an Arab named Mahom- 
med, who lived near Jericho, and a 
native of Hebron. We took the pre- 
caution of having as little baggage as 
possible with us, and sent the greater 
part to Acre with one of Mr. Legh's 
servants. We assumed Eastern names 
for the journey : Mr. Lech was called 
Osman ; Mr. Bankes, Halleel ; Gap- 
tain Irby, AbdalUh ; and I, in remem- 
brance of Collins* b^utiful Eclogue of 
the Camel Driver, chose the name of 
Hassan. Our dress consisted of a frock 
and drawers of very coarse linen ; the 
frock being fastened round the waist 
by a red leathern girdle, about 4 in. 
broad. The head-dress was a handker- 
chief of mixed silk and cotton, coloured 
with broad stripes of alternate red, 
green, and yellow. This was doubled 
into a triangular form and thrown over 
the head, to which it was attached by 
a double girdle of brown worsted rope. 
One comer of the handkerchief hangs 
down over the back of the neck the 



other two cover the ears, and come 
down over the shoulders. When the 
weather is cold, the Arabs Suck up 
these comers under the chin, and cover 
the whole face with the exception of 
the eyes. Over all we had the woollen 
abba, which we had long worn, and 
which we procured at Yaifa. As re- 
gards arms, we had amongst us six 
muskets, one blunderbuss, five braces 
of pistols, and two sabres. Our money, 
consisting of small gold coins, was 
concealed in leathern belts round our 
waists next the skin. 

In the evening of the 6th of May, 
we left Jerusalem two hours before 
dark, our party consisting of eleven 
persons, all mounted. Wo slept at 
Bethlehem. 

Map 7. — At 8 ▲.■. we proceeded to 
^* Solomon's Pools," and thence down 
the valley towards the Mountain of the 
Franks, which we ascended. We found 
it hollow on the top, with walls round 
it, and four towers, all much in ruins. 
This post is said to have been main- 
tained by the Franks fortyyears after 
the fall of Jerusalem. Tnough the 
place is too small ever to have con- 
tained one half the number of men 
which would have been requisite to 
make any stand in such a country ; 
and the ruins, though they may be 
those of a place once defended by 
Franks, appear to have had an earlier 
origin, as the architecture seems to be 
Roman. From the Mount of the 
Franks we could see part of the Dead 
Sea, and Kerek on the other side of 
it. We took the following bearings by 
compass : Abou Jane, a village on the 
right, between Bethlehem and the 
Frank Mountain, West. — Bethlehem, 
N.W.— St. Elias, N.N.W. 

We now proceeded to see the laby- 
rinth. On approaching it, we left our 
horses at the ruins of a village called 
Hariatoon, and proceeded on foot, by 
the side of the cliffs on the southern 
side of a deep and picturesque ravine, 
to thfi mouth of ^e care, which is 
entered by a long, winding, narrow 
passage, with small natural chamben 
or cavities on either side. We soon 
came to a large chamber, with natural 
I arches of a great height ; from this 



104 



A JOURNAL OF TRAVELS. 



[chap. ttt« 



ebamber there were numerous passages 
leading in all directions, oocasionally 
joined by others at. right angles, and 
forming a perfect labyrinth, which our 
guides assured us had never been 
thoroughly explored, the people being 
afraid of losing themselves. The pas- 
sages were generally four feet high, by 
three feet wide, and were all on the 
same level. We saw but few petrifac- 
tions ; nevertheless, the grotto was 
perfectly clear, and the air pure and 
good, in the Urge chamber we found 
some broken pottery, by which it would 
seem that this place had once been in- 
habited, probably it had served for a 
place of concealment. We observed a 
few English names written with char- 
coal. We now returned to the horses, 
and proceeded to the southward, to 
visit ihe ruins of Tekoa. They stand 
on a slight eminence,commanding seve- 
ral bursts of the Dead Sea, and cover 
a considerable extent. This place was 
built by King Rehoboam.* We could 
not find the remains of any distinct 
temple or public edifice, though there 
are a few fragments of columns. From 
Tekoa we passed through a plain of 
cultivated land, and thence all the way 
to Hebron, through a much prettier 
country than that near Jerusalem, the 
sides of the hills being richly studded 
with shrubs and dwarf trees in full 
verdure. The prickly oak, arbutus, 
and Scotch fir, were most abundant. 
About five o'clock we passed a village 
called Sipheer, by the side of a well- 
cultivated valley. There are about nine 
Roman sepulchral caves near this viL 
lage. From this point we crossed a 
rugged road into another plain, where 
are the ruins of a smalt convent, called 
by the Jews '* the House of Abraham." 
We now ascended considerably, and 
passing between numerous vineyards, 
with a watch-tower in each, (some of 
which appeared to be very ancient,) 
we reached Hebron at dusk. It appears 
by sacred history, that ^ Hebron was 
built seven years before Zoan in 
£gypt.''t Josephus makes it not only 
older than Zoan, or Tanais, but also 

* " He built even Bethlehem, and Etam, and 
Tekoa. ' ' 2 Chron. xi. 9, 
t MumbesB, xUi. 22. 



than Memphis. Here Abraham, Sarab^ 
and Isaac died.'*' We had this day 
passed many camps of Arabs ; towards 
evening some of them invited us to pass 
the night in their tents. The Sheikh 
of Hebron received us very kindly. 
We were lodged in a small prayer-room 
attached to the khan ; it was furnished 
with niAts and carpets for us, and we 
were presentlv served with a beverage 
we never before saw in the East,— 
<' warm rice milk with sugar." It was 
handed round before coffee, and in the 
usual small cups. The Turks of Heb- 
ron having little intercourse with Euro* 
peans, are extremelyjealous of Franks, 
not one of whom is allowed to live in 
the town, and I believe very few tra- 
vellers have ever visited it ; in conse* 
quence we found it impossible to gain 
admission into the mosque, in which is 
said to be the <* tomb of Abraham." 
The lower part of this building is very 
curious, evidently antique, being form* 
ed of great stones, some of which are 
upwards of twenty-five feet in length ; 
it has sixteen pilasters on each side, 
and eight at either end, without capitals, 
excepting a sort of ornamental summit 
which extends along the whole build- 
ing, and is a species of cornice. Above 
this is a continuation of n^odem m». 
sonry. The approach to the entrance 
of the edifice is by a long flight of steps 
between it and other ruined building? 
which stand on its S.E. side. I ima- 
gine that the outside walls only inclose 
the court which surrounds the mosque^ 
and are not part of the mosque itself. 
The town of Hebron is not of large di- 
mensions, though itspopulation isgreat 
The country all round it is cultivated 
to a considerable extent. The streets 
are winding, and the houses unusually 
high. We visited a manufactory of 
glass lamps, which are exported to 
Egypt. We were told by the governor 
of Hebron, that there is a rpgular party 
of pilgrims who set out from hence every 
year, without any escort, depending 
entirely on their own strength. They 
arrange so as to fall in with the great 
Damascus hadj, near to, or at Mecca, 
which is at the distance of thirty days. 

■ II 

* Genesis, zxili. 2 ; xUz. SL 
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From a mercl^aiit of Cairo we ascer- 
tained the exiBtence of vast ruins at 
Abdi, in the Desert to the south, about 
three days' distance. 

The first evening the governor of 
Hebron made no difficulty about our 
Koing to Wady Mousa, and Kerek, say- 
ing, *' it was an easy matter, and he 
would undertake it." On the seventh, 
however, difficulties began. We visited, 
after dinner, the house of the Jewish 
priest. There are one hundred Jewish 
houses in Hebron ; we found their quar- 
ters excessively clean, and neatly white- 
washed; that of the priest was particu- 
larly so ; it had a very nice divan, and 
commanded a fine view of the country. 
The Jews were very civil, and offered us 
letters to the places we were going to. 
On our return to the khan, from visit- 
ing the synagogue, Mr. Bankes pre. 
sented a watch to the governor, who 
took it without making any remark at 
the time, but soon retired ; shortly 
after a messenger arrived to say, that 
the motsellim was not content with his 
present, and had given it to the Jewish 
priest. Soon, however, another person 
made his appearance, saying, they 
wished to arrange the bargain for pay- 
ing the guides, &c. Three hundred and 
fifty piastres were offered, but imme- 
diately rejected, as three thousand 
would have been at the first offer. 
After a second visit to the Jew's house, 
where we again found the governor, 
four hundred piastres were paid down, 
and we were to proceed the following 
morning. After supper, the governor 
called at the khan ; he appeared to be 
shuffling a good deal, altering the order 
in which the different places were to 
be visited ; but as he did not make any 
material change, still placing Wady 
Mousa before Kerek, we did not much 
care about it. He looked at all the 
firmans, boyourdees, &c., but did not 
appear to pay as much respect as is 
usual to the firman of the Grand Seig- 
nior. On observing Mr. Legh's Con- 
stantinople Tartar, he said, but in a 
good-humoured way, that a few years 
ago, if a Tartar had come to Hebron, 
he would have had his head cut off, 
but that it was not so now. We re- 
quested to proceed on our journey 



early in the morning, but he said that 
arrangements could not be made for 
our departure till an hour after sun- 
rise ; and soon afterwards left us. 

May 8. — The governor did not 
make his appearance till after eight 
o'clock, bringing with him the three 
men who were to be our conductors, 
and the Jewish priest. He was 
shortly after followed by his brother, 
who had previously inquired in an 
indirect manner, why he had not re- 
ceived a present as well as his kins* 
man. Lastly came all the law officers^ 
and heads of authorities. These, to- 
gether with the motsellim, advised us 
to go to Kerek direct, and not to Wady 
Mousa. The governor, however, told 
the guides that there were 400 pias- 
tres for them if they chose to take us ; 
but these people, who had, in all proi* 
bability, previously received instruo- 
tions to the purpose, declined ccmduct* 
ing us. Finally, seeing there was no 
dealing with such people, we mounted 
our horses and left the town. In jus- 
tice to the governor, it should be men* 
tioned that he not only returned the 
400 piastres but the watch also^ When 
we had got outside the town we held a 
consultation together, and finding it 
impossible to proceed alone, without ai 
guide to shew us the road, we sent 
into the town to say we would consent 
to visit Kerek, first, in the mean time 
we retired to a neighbouring olive-' 
yard. Our messenger returned with, 
word from the governor, ^ that hei 
would have nothing at all to do with 
our eoncema." A man on horseback 
offered to show us the road, and we 
accordingly proceeded with him, but 
had scarcely advanced half an hour, 
when two men came galloping and 
hallooing after us ; upon which we 
stopped in a com field, whilst we sent 
Mr. Bankes' soldier, Mahommed, with 
them into the town, as the governor 
wished to communicate with us ; this 
was about mid-day. Towards two 
o'clock, Mahommed the Arab, who had, 
accompanied us , from Jerusalem,! 
quitted us. About three o'clock Ma^ 
hommed the soldier returned with one 
of the Jews, the sheikh having con« 
seuted to send ua to Kerek, with ^ 
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letter to Sheikh Yousouf. He like- 
'wise sent as a guide one of the Jella- 
heen Arabs. In return for this the 
motsellim demanded 300 piastres, or 
the watch and 200. The watch and 
150 were given, as the former was of 
more value than they imagined. Two 
roubees (five piastres and a half) were 
given to the Jew, and- he begged one 
ifor the governor's brother. A roubee 
Is less than two shillings value. 

We now proceeded. The country 
was ugly enough, but tolerably well 
cultivated with com. We passed 
several ruined sites. One of them, 
which they called Hagee, stands on a 
hill, and has a large square building, 
which appeared partly perfect. We 
saw another on our right, and a co- 
lumn which was too far off to be 
visited. We afterwards passed two 
Roman excavated tombs, with porti- 
coes in front, not very interesting. 
There are two ruined sites near them, 
to one of which they probably belonged. 
About five o'clock we reached a well, 
wh^re we gave our hones water, as 
the camp where we were to sleep was 
ill-provided. They called this well 
'* Al-baid f* there are two pools. One 
is small with green water, the other a 
fountain in the rock. There is an 
ancient site N.W. of it, with a wall of 
large construction, and some good 
masonry. There are slanting pas- 
sages cut in the rock, leading to caves 
which have probably served for tombs. 

We reached a Jellaheen camp of 
thirty tents about dusk. It was situ- 
ated on the summit of a hill, an un- 
usual position, as they generally pitch 
their camps in valleys. The harems, 
or parts of each tent allotted to the 
women, were covered in front, and 
they all appeared carefully veiled. We 
found these people extremely poor in 
appearanoe, though they had plenty of 
sheep, goats, and camels. The camp 
was placed in a desert country, the 
cultivated land having ceased about 
the well Al-baid. We had mutton for 
supper, but were obliged to find our 
own coffee. An Arab journeyman 
tailor arrived, and was employed mak- 
ing coats of sheep-skins, which he dyed 
red with ochre, or some such substance. 



These people said that in years of scar- 
city they retired to Egypt. Our 
course from Hebron to this camp was 
in a south-easterly direction. 

May 9. — We wished to make a 
bargain with the Jellaheens to con- 
duct us to Wady Mousa. But nothing 
would induce them to consent. After 
much bargaining, they agreed to take 
us to Kerek, if we would give seventy- 
five piastres to the chief, and fifty to 
the five guides, who were to accom- 
pany us with muskets. Though these 
people had for a long time refused to 
accept this sum, they all, when it was 
agreed to, began fighting who should 
go. After we had descended from the 
camp, we offered 500 piastres if they 
would conduct us to Wady Mousa ; 
but nothing could induce them to con- 
sent. They said they would not go if 
we would give them 5000 piastres ! 
observing, that money was of no use 
to a man if he lost his life, and that 
the people of Wady Mousa were a 
treacherous and cruel race, and always 
attacked strangers by firing at them 
from rocky eminences, which conceal- 
ing the hostile party gave the others 
no chance. Seeing that all our endea- 
vours were fruitless, we ceased to 
press the subject. We left the camp 
about eight, and at nine we arrived at 
a well where we watered our horses. 
We remained here about half an hour 
and then proceeded, when our con- 
ductors began their tricks, by saying 
they would go no further unless we 
gave them 500 piastres, the sum which 
we had offered if they would conduct 
us to Wady Mousa. After much alter- 
cation, seeing that nothing would bring 
them to reason, we said we would go 
alone, which they defied us to do. We, 
however, left them, taking a course in 
the desert about S.E. by the compass, 
and trusting to our good fortune to 
meet with some Arabs or tents in our 
way. We had proceeded in this man- 
ner till eleven o'clock, when one of 
the guides appeared in the rear, wav- 
ing his turban, and making all possible 
signs for us to stop. In about half an 
hour two of them joined us. We were 
greatly rejoiced to see these people 
return, but affected to be quite inoiS^ 
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ferent about it, to prevent further 
roguery. We now proceeded a little 
more to the south, and about mid-day 
had, from a slight eminence to the left 
of die road, a fine view of the south- 
ern extremily of the Dead Sea, toge- 
ther with the back-water and plain at 
the end of it. The lake Asphaltes ap- 
peared not to be nearly so long as is 
usually supposed, or as all the ancient 
authors have made it out to be. We 
now began a continued descent into 
a deep, barren valley, and did not get 
to the bottom till near five o'clock, 
passing with considerable difficulty 
over a path so rugged, barren, and full 
of great stones, that we were obliged 
to lead our horses. At last we reached 
the ruins of an old Turkish fort, stand- 
ing on a single rock to the left of the 
road ; to the right there is a pool of 
green water, fit only for horses, but of 
which we were glad to drink, although 
an old man was stripped and washing 
himself in the middle of it at the time. 
Beyond the fort, on the same side of 
the road, the cUff is excavated at a 
considerable height with loop-holes, 
possibly meant for a post whence a 
sentinel might see all passengers, and 
apprise those in the castle of their 
approach. It would appear that this 
was a sort of " barrier," where duties 
were levied on the passers-by ; they 
call the place £1 Zowar. From hence 
we passed through a pretty, gravelly 
ravine, with bushes of the acacia, and 
a tree bearing a small stone fruit, 
resembling in taste a dried apple ; the 
Arabs call it ** doom," though it is a 
very different tree from the doom 
palm. About six we entered the great 
phun at the end of the Dead Sea ; for 
about a quarter of an hour we passed 
a few bushes, but afterwards found the 
soil sandy and perfectly barren. On 
pur right we had a continued hill of a 
sandy soil, running in a S.E. and 
N. W. directioli towards the middle of 
the plain. At dark we stopped for the 
nieht in a ravine at the side of this 
hill, much against the wishes of our 
guides, who stronely urged the want 
m water, and the dread of the dytch. 
maaa, as inducements to make us pro- 
fMd, We collected a quantity of 



wood which the Dead Sea had thrown 
up at high-water mark, and endea- 
voured to make a fire in order to bake 
bread, as we had flour. The wood 
was, however, so impregnated with 
salt, that all our efforts to light it were 
unavailing, and we contented ourselves 
with drinking the flour and water 
mixed, which, though not very palat- 
able, served to appease our hunger. 
All night our guides, not being able 
through fear to sleep themselves, 
endeavoured to prevent us from sleep- 
ing by alarms of the dytchmaan. On 
the 10th, at the very dawn of day, we 
proceeded across the plain ; for the 
first half hour we had still the sand 
hill on our right. We found, beside 
the saline appearance left by the 
retiring of the waters, several large 
fragments of clear rock««alt lying on 
the ground, and, on examining the hiU, 
we found it composed partly of salt 
and partly of hardened sand. In many 
instances the salt was hanging from 
cliffs in clear perpendicular points, 
like icicles ; and we observed nume- 
rous strata of that material of consi- 
derable thickness, having very little 
sand mixed with it. Strabo mentions, 
** that to the southward of the Dead 
Sea there are towns and cities built 
entirely of salt ;" and although such 
an account seems strange, yet when 
we contemplated the scene before ua^ 
it did not appear very improbable. 
The torrents, during the rainy season, 
had brought down immense masses of 
salt, and we observed that the strata 
were generally in perpendicular lines. 
Leaving this hill, the plain opens con- 
siderably to the south, and is bounded 
at the distance of about eight miles by 
a sandy cUff, from 60 to 80 feet in 
height, which runs directly across and 
closes the valley of £l-6hor, thus 
forming a margin for the uttermost 
limits of the Dead Sea to the south- 
ward. We were told that the plain 
on the top of this range of cliffs con- 
tinues the whole way to Mecca. It 
appeared to us that the mountains to 
the westward of the Dead Sea gradu- 
ally decreased their height to the 
southward, while those to the eastward 
continued to preserve the same altitndq 
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fts far a8 the eye could reach, and 
appeared to be of a reddish colour, 
resembling granite. Leaving the salt 
hill, our track led for an hour and a 
half across the barren flats of the 
back-water, now left dry by the effects 
of evaporation. We passed six drains 
into that part more contiguous to the 
sea, where the water still remains ; 
borne were wet and still draining, 
others were dry. These had a strong 
marshy smell, similar to that usually 
arising from the muddy flats in salt 
water harbours, but by no means more 
unpleasant. I imagine this to have 
given rise to the reports of the ancients, 
as to the disagreeable smell of the 
waters of the Dead Sea. The water 
on the main body of the bike is per- 
fectly free from any smell whatever. 
We now entered into a very prettily 
wooded country, with high rushes and 
marshes ; leaving these, the variety of 
bushes and wild plants became very 
great, some of the latter were rare and 
•of remarkable appearance. Occasion, 
ally we met with specimens such as 
none of our party had ever seen 
before ; a botanist would have had a 
fine treat in this delightful spot. 
Amongst the trees which we knew, 
were various species of the acacia, 
and in some instances we met with 
the dwarf mimosa ; we saw also the 
doom mentioned before, the tamarisk, 
and the plant which we saw in Nubia, 
and which Norden calls '^ the oschar." 
There was one curious tree which we 
observed in great numbers, and which 
bore a fruit in bunches, resembling 
in appearance the currant, wifh the 
colour of the plum ; it has a pleasant 
though strong aromatic taste, resem- 
bling mustard, and, if taken in any 
quantity, produces a similar irritability 
in the nose and eyes. The leaves of 
this tree have the same pungent flavour 
as the fruit, though not so strong. We 
think it probable that this is the tree 
our Saviour alluded to in the parable 
of the mustard seed, and not the 
mustard plant, which is to be found in 
the north ; for although in our journey 
from Bysan to Adjeloun we met with 
the mustard plant growing wild, as 
high ftff our horses' heads, still, being 



an annual, it did not deserve the appel- 
lation of a tree ; whereas the other is 
really such, and birds might easily, 
and actually do, take shelter under its 
shadow. We passed the wild cotton 
plant amongst an infinity of others 
that we neither knew how to name or 
describe. In about half an hour we 
arrived at the little river, which is 
marked in the map, and improperly 
placed as the Futlet ; the people told 
us it was the '< Nahr-eUHussan," or 
horse river ; there was plenty of com 
cultivated in the open grounds, be- 
tween the bushes. Our guides told us 
not to talk, lest we should be disco- 
vered by the natives : but this was 
what we wanted, in order to get some- 
thing to eat, the flour and water of' 
the preceding night not having been 
very satisfying. We soon met some 
of the natives taking in the harvest ; 
they were a wild-looking people, and 
wore leathern aprons reaching to the 
shoulders, a dress we had never before 
seen ; they addressed us with great 
civility, and on oilr telling them we 
were soldiers of the Aga of Jaffa, going 
to Kerek, they said they wished that 
more would come amongst them, as 
they were much oppressed by the 
Bedouin Arabs, whom they described 
as a bad set of people, caring neither 
for God nor the saints. They took us 
to their bivouac in the thid^et, say- 
ing that their village was some way 
off, and that they were only remain- 
ing here to take in the harvest. They 
gave us some doom, dried and pounded 
into a sort of coarse meal and mixed 
with butter ; we found it exceedingly 
good ; about half an hour afterwards 
they brought us bread, butter, and 
milk. We were annoyed here with 
large horse-flies, which were in great 
numbers, and some of our animals 
were streaming with blood from their 
bite. We were told at Kerek, that 
these flies were <* a plague sent by the 
Almighty at the destruction of Sodom 
and Gomorrah." These people are 
called Ghomeys, and differ materially, 
both in manner and appearance, from 
the Arabs, as well as from the natives 
of the towns ; they adhere to one place 
of abode, and cultivate the land m its . 
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Ticinity. They do not live in tents 
like the Arabs, but build huts of reeds, 
rushes, and canes ; they construct 
their buildings contiguous to each other, 
and form their villages in the shape of 
a square, with only one entrance for 
the cattle, which are thereby prevented 
from straggling, and are kept more 
collected for protection during the 
night. These people treated us very 
hospitably, which they would naturally 
do, taking us to be soldiers of so power- 
ful a ruler as Mahommed Aga ; but 
we never heard any other than a bad 
character of them ever after. Before 
we left them, they threshed out, with 
great sticks, some com for our horses. 
The women commenced the labour, 
but as they could not work and hide 
their face* at the same time, the men 
dismissed them and did the work them- 
selves. When about to take our leave, 
we offered them a handsome reward 
for what we had had, but they abso- 
lutely refused, and held out for a good 
quarter of an hour, notwithstanding 
^1 our entreaties ; at last we threw 
the money amongst them, when a 
most furious battle took place about 
the mode of sharing it. We could 
not refrain from laughing most heartily 
at so odd a scene, and at eleven 
left them fighting and beating each 
other most furiously. We now crossed 
the Houssan ; our horses, smarting from 
the bites of the unmerciful flies, quietly 
laid down in the middle of the stream, 
leaving us no alternative but to dis- 
mount and walk out. We proceeded 
along the foot of the mountains which 
bound the east side of the plains, and 
continued doing so till near five in the 
afternoon, our track being rugged and 
barren in the extreme, with innumer- 
able fragments of red and grey granite; 
grey, red, and black porphyry ; ser- 
pentine stone ; beautiful black bazalt, 
breccia, and many other kinds of stone 
scattered in every direction, all frag- 
ments from the neighbouring moun- 
tains. It may be presumed tibat from 
this neighbourhood the ancients pro- 
cured materials for the numerous hand- 
some columns which one finds in Syria, 
and which now adorn the Turkish 
bathfly mosques, &c. Oar two com- 



panio|» made a collection of all the 
specimens they met with ; some of 
these were beautiful, and well adapted 
for vases or other ornaments. We 
found that the chain of mountains 
imder which we were passing was 
chieflv composed of sand-stone and bad 
marble. At five, we had reached the 
tongue of land which lies between the 
south end of the Dead Sea and its 
back-water, and from hence we began 
to ascend ike hills on our right. At 
six we stopped in a beautiful shady 
ravine, watered by the river <<£1-Dara," 
whose banks are covered in profusion 
with the palm, acacia, aspine, and 
oleander, in full flower and beauty, 
perfuming the whole place, and ren- 
dering it a most delightful spot, par- 
ticularly when contrasted with the 
desert appearance of the neighbour- 
hood. I will here insert the relative 
distances of the principal objects we 
passed this day. Two hours and a 
half from the western cliff of the Ghor 
to Rahk, the first salt-water drain ; 
half an hour to Szafye, or Ahsa, the 
Nahr-el-Hussan ; three hours from 
Saphy to the Honey river, Nahr>el. 
Asisel; from thence two hours to Mare; 
and two more to El-Dara, where we 
passed the night. 

May 7. — This moming,short1yafter 
the rising of the sun, we began to 
ascend the mountain; the road was 
very rugged and stony, with hardly a 
vestige of vegetation. The rocks were 
of a dark-coloured sand-stone. On our 
left there was a deep ravine. Three 
men shouted from a height, and asked 
where we were going to \ — they had 
only one musket About eight o'clock 
we reached a commanding point, where 
the road turns in its ascent ; here we 
had an excellent bird*s.eye view of the 
south end of the Dead Sea and the 
back-water. The time which we ex- 
pended in taking a sketch of it, enabled 
the men who had hailed us to come 
up ; two were blacks ; they accosted 
us very roughly, and examined us 
attentively. They were armed ; but 
still we were as strong as they were. 
Mr. Bankes, Captain Irby, and I, had 
only our Christian Arab servant with 
as,—* Mr. Legh and his party having 
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gone on before: the strangers reoHuned 
with OS. As soon as the sketch was 
finished we began to ascend to join the 
rest of our party, and in our way were 
surprised by seeing five other men 
armed with muskets, peeping from 
behind a rock at some distance from 
the road ; after hesitating a moment, 
they came forward, and questioned us 
as to where we were from, the place 
of our destination, &c. By this time 
we had joined Mr. Legh and the rest 
of the party; and having satisfied the 
curiosity of these people, we proceeded 
on our journey. 

Our road now was on a sort of terrace 
scarped out on the side of a romantic 
ravine. Vast fragments, each as large 
as an ordinarily sized house, which 
had been detached from the sides of 
the precipices, were lying below in 
confused heaps ; some were only just 
cracked ofi*, and not yet fallen. About 
a quarter of an hour after meeting the 
strangers, we came to a small pool of 
water, under an olive tree ; here some 
of the same men we had left behind 
came up with us again, and called out 
loudly to us to come and eat bread 
with them; but as we did not like their 
appearance or conduct, the rest being 
visible in the distance, running to join 
their comrades, we continued our 
route. As we advanced, we found 
ourselves among corn fields with cattle 
grazing in the valley on our left, 
through which the river Souf Safia 
runs towards the Dead Sea. We 
observed the ancient mill-courses, but 
the river itself was hid by the richness 
of the vegetation on its banks ; the 
purple oleander was in full blossom. 
The castle of Kerek now opened on 
our view, but not any part of the 
town, as it lay behind the castle. The 
ruins of the castle on this side, that 
is the N.W., present two principal 
features ; a great mass at the south 
angle of the town, and, more towards 
the nortli, a great building called the 
Seraglio of Meleh-e-daher. Between 
these two is the only gate of entrance 
on tliis western side. It is merely a 
plain, narrow arch, with an Arabic 
inscription over it, erected at the 
mouth of a natural cavern, or passage 



in the rock, which leads with a winding 
course through a high ridge of the 
natural rock, and has thus been made 
to serve as the principal avenue to the 
fortress. The entrance thus formed 
has a very singular efiect. High as 
the town is placed, it is commanded 
on every side. In our approach we 
descended a little into the narrow 
valley at the foot of the castle hill, 
where runs a stream with a narrow 
line of gardens on its banks, in which 
we observed olives, pomegranates^ 
figs, and vegetables. The ascent from 
hence is steep and toilsome : we all 
dismounted. Entering at the cavern 
gate already described, we found our- 
selves within the walls, with the 
seraglio on our left hand *, the houses 
do not come very close upon that part 
of the fortification, though there are 
ruins and foundations everywhere, 
seeming to announce a greater popu- 
lation formerly. There are also the 
remains of a mosque with pointed 
arches, and an octagonal minaret, 
widi a band of black stone carried 
round it : the whole is much in ruins. 
Over the door-way is a pointed horse- 
shoe arch, like that at the khan at 
Bysan; and amongst the ornaments is 
the cup repeated several times. The 
houses are of one story, terrace roofed, 
and so constructed that the roof at 
the back is, in many of them, not 
above the level of Uie ground; in 
many instances' you may pass over 
the houses, even on horseback, with- 
out being aware of it ; some have a 
little court before them. The prin- 
cipal chamber in the best buildings 
has two arches thrown across it, on 
which rest the rafters, not squared, 
and very smoky. A small hole in 
the centre serves as a vent for the 
smoke ; and immediately under it, in 
the centre of the room, is a circular 
hearth with a rim raised round it. In 
the recesses between the opening of 
the arches are raised platforms which 
serve as shelves ; there are also recep- 
tacles for com, with bung-holes, iu the 
manner of casks, for taking it out. 
The walls are daubed with rude paint- 
ings in red and black : we observed 
particularly an attempt to represent a- 
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horaeman, and« in another instance, a 
kneeling camel, with a man mounting 
it. There is not a vestige of antique 
work in the castle; but, considered as 
Mahommedan architecture, it is good, 
especially at the south end, where the 
rock has been cut down in order to 
detach the ridge from the hill to which 
it was by nature joined. Two sides 
are left standing across this artificial 
ravine in the manner of walls. The 
most remarkable thing that we ob- 
served was a Christian church within 
the eircutt of this part of the castle ; 
it is very ill constructed with small 
stones; and some pillars are laid 
horizontally into the masonry, form- 
ing quite a contrast to the Mahom- 
medui work, which is of large^ well 
cut stones, laid in regular courses, 
This church has small narrow win- 
dows, and a circular end and arched 
front, resembling that at Tiberias, 
which is called the house of St Peter, 
but whidi is evidently posterior to 
the first Mahommedan conquest, as 
there is an Arabic inscription built 
upside down into the present walls. 
It is probable, therefore, that both 
are the works of crusaders ; and as 
Godfrey de Boulogne took Keiek, and 
ealled it Mens Regalia, it is probable 
he or some of his successors may have 
built this church. There are remains 
of paintings of large groups of figures 
on the stuccoed walls; one seems to 
have represented a king in armour; 
another the martyrdom of some saint; 
and there is an imperfect inscription 
with letters of the Gothic form. The 
castle seems to be more ancient than 
the church. We found a few rem- 
nants of antiquity ; a small column of 
deep-coloured red granite, well polished 
but ill shaped; another of grey granite; 
and not far from it, close to a well, a 
great wing sculptux^d in basso-relievo, 
bearing much resemblance to those 
which we had seen attached to the 
globe in Egyptian buildings. We 
eould form no conjecture what it 
originally had been ; there was no 
trace of a globe ; possibly it was the 
wing of a Roman eagle ; its length 
was 7 ft., and its breadth 4. Near 
the mosque are three capitals, re- 



sembling no regular order of archi- 
tecture, but similar to some which we 
saw at Hamah. We found two Greek 
inscriptions, but neither of them inte- 
resting. The place is well supplied 
with water by numerous' cisterns. 
Sheikh Yousouf was absent at a camp 
about half a day distant, passing the 
honey-moon with a young Arab wife 
he had just married ; but we were 
very well received by Abdel Khader, 
his son. Few questions were asked, 
and we excited less attention than 
might have been expected. There 
was a merchant from Damascus pre- 
sent, and another from Hebron. The 
women here do not keep out of sight, 
nor cover their faces at all ; the ut- 
most they ever conceal is the point 
of the chin. We sat and eonvened 
fiuniliarly with several of them. We 
and our horses were well fed for no- 
thing. Amongst 'Our company was a 
man who represented himself as a 
great traveller ; he had been to Tri- 
poli, Aleppo, Mardyn, and Cyprus ; 
he had never been to Constantinople, 
and said he had.no desire to go there, 
becanse he had heard that a man 
could not beat out his pipe without 
burning the house down; and that 
justice was so strictly administered, 
that persons ran the risk of having 
their heads cut off while they were 
talking in the streets. It was also an 
instance of the liberty of speech in 
these remote comers, in our traveller 
saying, <<that people respected the 
sultan because it was their interest to 
do so, on account of commerce, &c.; 
but as to the pashas, they were no 
better than themselves, and that it 
was a degradation to stand in a 
humiliating posture with the head 
stooped, and the hands hidden, before 
one of them; when hei'e, a man might 
loll at his ease in his own house, and 
stand or lie in whatever posture he. 
pleased." Indeed, few of the people 
in the place appeared to know even 
the name of the present sultan. We 
were invited to dine one day at a 
Turk^s house, and were treated to a 
boiled sheep, without bread, or any- 
thing but the meat itself; this custom 
we &nt observed at Szalt, and to our 
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great annoyanoe found that it was the 
same on the east side of the Dead 
Sea, &c. ; not only amongst the Arabsy 
but in the towns and villages. 

It appears that the Wahabees made 
an attempt on Kerek, and were en- 
camped for several days on the heights 
south of the town ; one of them was 
sent in to parley; and the inhabitants 
boast of having killed about forty of 
them^ from the loop-holes of the castle, 
yrith. their muskets. 

May 13. — Towards the evening, 
Sheikh Yousouf arrived without his 
bride ; he was a fine looking old man, 
apparently nearly sixty years of age; he 
bad lost his front teeth, and his beard 
was white. Upon being told the mo- 
tive of our travelling in theito moun- 
tains, he asked rather roughly <* whether 
this was the country of our fathers ;" 
but we soon found him to be a pUun, 
blunt honest oldman,of very few words. 
Only one man in the town could read, 
and he was the Greek priest. He read 
to Yousouf the letter from Sheikh 
Eysah of Hebron, without which we 
have reason to think we should have 
had a much colder reception. It ap- 
pears that the governor of Jerusalem 
deceived us, and never wrote to Kerek 
at all. We got the Greek priest to 
assist us in arranging the buldness with 
Yousouf, and as we had for once to deal 
with an honest man, we had not much 
trouble ; for, in fact, the negotiations 
the next morning were hardly closed, 
before the horses were ordered to be 
in readiness. Four hundred piastres 
were paid down ^ the price of a safe 
conduct through several places, speci- 
fied in a list, as far as Wady Mousa, 
to the south, and Szalt, to the north ; 
but the old man could not undertake 
to free us from some incidental tributes 
on the road. Yousouf pledged himself 
to accompany us through the whole 
journey. 

During our stay at Kerek, we saw 
the dowry of a young woman going to 
be married paid at the sheikh's house; 
it unounted to about one hundred pias- 
tres, in white Constantinople money. 
This I believe was only what she was 
to wear as her head ornament, as the 
ladies here decorate their foreheads 



with dollars and different kinds of 
money ; sometimes the coins hang 
down to both ears, and must be a 
great weight. The amount of a dowry 
is, in some instances, as high as four 
purses I 

There aw about as many Christian 
inhabitants in Kerek as Turks; the 
former boast of being the strongest 
and bravest, and are able to produce 
four hundred men bearing arms ; they 
are on very good terms with the Turks, 
and appear to enjoy equal freedom 
with tnem. It was said, that at the 
time of the French invasion in 1799, 
there was a project for disarming the 
Christians and driving them out, which 
the present sheikh prevented. We 
saw, and were recognised by several 
of the suspicious people we had met 
on our road the day of our aurrival ; 
they asked us why we did not stop to 
eat with them! but their suspicious 
conduct, and the maimer in which they 
first came upon us, looked as if they 
meant no good. 

May 14. — In the afternoon we set 
out from Kerek to the southward ; we 
descended into the ravine which siuv 
rounds the place, having the main body 
of the castle close on our right hand, 
the base of which is here a slanting 
casing of the rocks as at Homs, Alep- 
po, &c. Hence we passed up the side 
of a narrow ravine to its very end. 
On each side there are caverns and 
wrought tombs. In one of these, which 
had externally all the appearance of a 
natural grotto, we observed places for 
sarcophi^i ; it is probable that the 
whole is the burying-place of the 
ancient town. In this ravine is a 
spring of water, with a small Turkish 
building. 

Here we were joined by an Arab 
from Djebal, who had been forced 
away by the Wahabees, and had lived 
and served with them. Almost all his 
fellow-townsmen had been put to death. 
He had been upwards of a month at 
Dareyah, their capital, which he de- 
scribed as being larger than Kerek. 
The houses, he said, are all built with 
mud, and the fortifications are formed 
of mud and palm trees ; there are 
cannon on the walls, and an, immense 
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treasure buried and concealed. He 
said that the Wahabees greatly prefer 
silver to gold, for which no reason was 
diyen. He confirmed the story of their 
horses being fed, at times, entirely on 
camel's milk. He was mounted on one 
of these horses, a light leggy animal, 
very different in appearance from 
thosQ of the Arabs ; he seemed to think 
the Wahabee sect very general, and 
said, jokingly, that Sheikh Yousouf 
was one, which the other denied with 
apparent horror. 

We ascended into a country of 
downs, with verdure so close as to 
.appear almost turf, and with com 
fields at intervals ; there were not 
many rocks, though the surface was 
sprinkled over with stones. In an 
hour and a half we reached a camp 
belonging to the people of Kerek,under 
Sheikh Ismayel, YousouTs youngest 
son. After taking some lelMui (sour 
.milk) and bread, we proceeded to the 
N. w., about a mile across some com 
land, to a ruined village called Ma- 
hanna. The ruins are mostly those of 
ordinary buildings, but it is evident 
that one of them nad been a Christian 
church. Another ruined site to the 
westward was called Dgellgood. The 
following ruined sites are visible from 
.this pomt — Machad. Arti-Musshut, 
(which is the single building supposed 
to be the tomb of Abou-Taleb,^ Har- 
nahta or Mote, Toor, Howeeh, and 
Marrowhich. We now went due east 
for an hour to Medin, from whence we 
could see the following ruined sites, 
most of them on slight eminences — 
Imriega, E. by N., Hadad, Shirsee, 
Behlanah, Suhl, and Nehkill ; in short, 
the whole of the fine plains in this 
quarter are covered with sites of towns, 
on every eminence or spot convenient 
for the construction of one ; and, as 
all the land is capable of rich cultiva- 
tion, there can be little doubt that this 
country, now so deserted, once pre- 
sented a continued picture of plenty 
and fertility. Having finished our sur- 
vey of the neighbouring ruins, we re- 
turned to Ismayers camp, where we 
slept. 

Map 15. — This morning we were off 
before 4un-rise ; the same downs con- 



tinued, with numerous Arab camps in 
various directions, the ruined sites 
being still visible in all directions. In 
about a quarter of an hour we came 
to the site of Hamahta or Mote, which 
last name, signifying death, it acquired 
from the circumstance of all its inha- 
bitants having been exterminated by 
Abou Taleb, whose supposed tomb, 
** Musshut,*' is a building upon arches, 
standing in a small indosure, less than 
half a mile distant to the W.S.W. 
Near this spot is a Roman mile-stone, 
inscribed in Latin, the number of miles 
is thirteen, but the rest of the inscrip- 
tion is indistinct. In about a quarter 
of Ml hour from Mote we reached the 
tomb of Sheikh Jaffa ; here the Ma- 
hommedans of our party alighted, and 
entered the tomb to pray. Mahom- 
med, the soldier, reported, that within 
there are two dark granite columns, 
well polished. 

A quarter of an hour farther we 
reached the camp of Sheikh Sahlem, 
who commands, or has iiiiiuence, at 
Djebal, and over all the country as hr 
as Shobek. This man asked us two 
hundred piastres instead of thirty, 
which old Yousouf said was all he 
would require. We refused it, and 
Sahlem persisting, we mounted and 
retired to a distance. Upon our leav- 
ing the tent he expressed a wish <*that 
we might be struck with lightning be- 
fore we reached Kerek,'' and added, 
'*that had not Sheikh Yousouf been 
present with us, he would have had 
our money by force/' Finding, how- 
ever, that he did not follow us, we sent 
back to offer one hundred and fifty 
piastres ; the bargain was struck, and 
the money counted into his hands. He 
mounted his horse, and accompanied 
us, together with his son, a fine young 
man. In about half an hour he brought 
us to another large camp of his tribe, 
of thirty-three tents. Having remained 
here a short time, we proceeded, unat- 
tended, about two miles off, to visit 
the ruins of Dettrass. At the foot of 
the hill are many cisterns ; the ruins 
are indistinct and of no interest, except 
three piles of buildings, which appear 
to be of Roman architecture ; one was 
evidently a temple ; the others, though 
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large, are so much mined that it is 
impossible to ascertain what they had 
oriKinaUy been. While we were ex- 
amining these ruins, the people from 
the neighbouring camps flodced round 
US in considerable numbers, but were 
▼ery ciril. We returned to our camp 
in tiie evening, and obserring that all 
the old women, and many of the young 
ones, had their cheeks covered with 
blood and scratches^ we inquired the 
r6ason, when they told us they had 
mourned the day before for a death in 
one of the harems. 

May 16. — We recovered the track 
which we had quitted, where it falls 
into a deep ravine, which has steep, 
rocky sides. At the extremity, where 
we turned out of tiiis track to follow a 
more rapid descent into the Wady-el- 
Ahsa, we saw upon our left hand, on 
the height) Ae remains of an ancient 
fortress, which seems to have com- 
manded the pass. It is of dry masonry 
and large stones, and is no doubt 
antique. They give it the name of 
Acoujah. As we proceeded down- 
wardS) there was on our right hand a 
great quantity of lava and black vol- 
canic matter, which seem to have 
issued from the side of the neighbour- 
ing ridge of mountains. We presently 
reached the little rivulet called £1- 
Ahsa at the bottom of the ravine. It 
has in some parts cut out for itself a 
very deep channel in the rock, and 
there are occasionally some small pic- 
turesque water-falls, from 10 to 15 feet 
in height. The oleander, as usual 
upon Sie banks of most streams in 
this country, was in great beauty and 
profusion. From hence we began to 
ascend a steeper acclivity than that 
we had come down. It is observable 
that the sides of this valley El-Asha 
are more destitute of verdure than the 
plains above. We continued our 
course up a slanting hollow, in which 
we noticed the stones gathered into 
heaps, and converted into fences, in a 
manner which seemed to denote an 
abandoned eultivation,and we observed 
a field or two of com near a little 
spring. A little further, upon the 
point of a sort of promontory of high 
land that stands between the fork of 



two valleys, are the ruins of a small 
but rich building. Little or nothing 
is left entire, and the fragments are 
lying around in confusion. There are 
rich arabesque borders of vines and 
foliage, mucn in the tasto of Diodes 
tian's buildings at Palmyra, or the tri* 
umphal ardi. The capitals are not of 
any regular order, but fanciful, and 
loaded with ornaments. The execu- 
tion is sharp and neat. The temple 
appears to have fronted S.S.W., and 
there were apparently four semi- 
columns attached to the front wall, 
3 feet 5 inches in diameter. Amongst 
the fragments are pieces of columns 
of a smaller size. Near this there are 
other vestiges of buildings, but nothing 
that gives reason to suppose there ever 
was a town. The great dark mass of 
volcanic matter which we passed, 
bears from these ruins N.N.E., it is 
called Blabahn, which is also the 
name of a clear spring issuing from 
the rock a little south of it. There 
are old mill-courses in the low ground. 
The ascent still continued for a short 
distance, when we reached the level of 
the high plain in a S.S.W. direction. 
There were reapers at work, who in- 
formed us that the chief persons of 
the town of Djebal were encamped at 
no great distance. This induced our 
two sheikhs to turn to the southward^ 
out of the great track, towards the 
encampment. At one in the afternoon 
we reached a camp of thirty-three 
tents. A feeble attempt was made 
here to extort money from us under 
pretext that the sheikh was independ- 
ent. Upon our mentioning our inten- 
tion of visiting their village, Djebal, 
which was two hours distant, objec- 
tions were raised against our doing 
so. We therefore left it till our 
return. There were some specimens 
of volcanic stone in the valley next 
the camp, but not in any ffreat quan- 
tity. Near this place we visited some 
uninteresting ruins called El-Hagre. 
Some person in the camp secreted a 
spy-glass which had dropped from 
Mr. Bankes' pocket. After confessing 
that it had been found, and was in the 
camp, they attempted to force him to 
give an extravagant reward. This was 
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obstinately refused, and by the inter- 
vention of Sheikh Yousouf it was at 
length vectored on the payment of two 
rubees. 

Afay 17. — After we had set out, 
Daoud,a reUtion of theSheikh ofKerek, 
niie»ed his sword, and rode back for it, 
but itie rogues refused to restore it to 
him. Passing to the southward, in 
about half an hour we saw the vilh^^ 
of Bsaida about a mile distant. About 
and beyond this village there are hang- 
ing woods of some extent, but the 
trees are small and stunted. From 
hence, in three hours, the descent be* 
coming more considerable as we ad- 
vanced, we reached the ruins which 
are called Gharundel. They are situ- 
ated on the slope of a hill, and their 
extent is very considerable. Towards 
the centre of the ruins are the remains 
of two parallel rows of columns, of 
which three are standing in one row, 
and two in the other. Their diameter 
is 2 feet. None have capitals. There 
are also, near to this spot, fragments 
of columns of 3 feet diameter. The 
capitals appear to have been of bad 
Doric. A spring of water runs close 
below these ruins from Gharundel. 
"Wo passed up a valley to an Arab 
camp. They were Bedouins of the 
tribe of Hadjeyah. While we were 
eating with these people, there was an 
alarm of an enemy having made an 
attempt to carry off some of their 
flocks. The women cried out and 
waved their scarfs from the top of the 
hill. We rode up but saw nothing of 
the robbers. Our road was now S. W., 
and a white line in the desert, at a 
distance to the left, as £Ekr as the eye 
could reach, was pointed out as the 
Jiadi road to Mecca. We noticed three 
dark volcanic summits, very distin- 
guishable from the sand. The lava 
3iat had streamed from them forms a 
sort of island in the plain. Close on 
the right of the road was another vol- 
canic mount, covered with soorise of a 
reddish colour and extremely light 
There was much black porous stone 
lielow it. Soon after we found an 
ancient Roman highway paved with 
blade stone. The edges, and a line 
down the middle, were paved pretty 



regularly. On the right, at intervals 
of about a mile and a half, are ruins 
of square stoqe buildings. In one of 
them there was a cistern. They were 
probably intended for the use of tra« 
vellers. Proceeding in a direction 
parallel to this road, we saw towards 
the S.W. a large mass of ruins, called 
£1-Gaig, they offered no objects of 
interest. We found three mile-stones ; 
the last only was erect. All the in- 
scriptions were effaced by time and 
the climate. From one of these stones 
we turned off, about a mile from the 
road, to examine some buildings, but 
found them Turkish. One had an Anu- 
bic inscription over the door, which 
appeared ancient. Some crosses were 
scrawled about the door, and these 
signs are three times repeated +A.tT. 
Seeing some Arabs in the distance te 
the south, we rejoined our compa- 
nions, who had advanced just a Roman 
mile on the road, and were waiting at 
another mile-stone. We followed the 
road till we came to the edge of a deep 
vale. Here we deviated to the right 
and descended, the original road con- 
tinuing straight on the neight. At the 
S.W. end of the vale rises a hUl, upon 
whidi stands <<Showbec," like a gigan- 
tic mound. At its foot the ground is 
terraced out into gardens, and thickly 
planted with figs, now in full leaf. 
There are numerous caves in the side 
of the hill. Nearly at the bottom of 
the descent we passed a sheikh's tomb, 
called '< Abou Soliman." Then pass- 
ing a ravine, we approached Uie town 
on its N.E. side by a zig-zag path, 
which seems to be the only one lead- 
ing to it. It appeared that idmost all 
that side of the castle-hill by which we 
ascended has once been covered with 
buildings. Our coming seemed to ex- 
cite considerable alarm amongst the 
natives, who stood on the walls shout- 
ing and throwing down stones. We 
entered at an iron gate, when the in- 
habitants seemg Sheikhs Yousouf and 
Sahlem with us, received us very 
civilly, some crying out, ^ Gro and get 
bread and fire-wood for these poor fel- 
lows, who are come to lodge a night 
amongst us." We were carried up to 
a sort of divan, in the open air, con- 

i2 



116 



A JOURNAL OF TRAVELS 



[chip. VII. 



Btracted upon what seemed to be the 
rains of a church of crusade architec- 
ture, standing due east and west. The 
tower of the castle has Arabic inscrip- 
tions upon it. The three doors of what 
we supposed to have been a church are 
square-topped, and the centre is under 
a pointed arch, and has more the air 
of Mahommedan than Christian archi- 
tecture. We had a most extensiye 
view from hence, comprising the whole 
skirts of the desert, with the volcanic 
hills which I have mentioned. The 
inhabitants brought us figs split and 
dried, of a green colour and delicious 
flavour, tasting nearly like the fresh 
fruit. They told us they were on the 
trees when the pilgrims arrived at 
Damascus. This was in December. 
We observed much kissing in the 
salutations. Each party generally 
kissed the right cheek first, once, and 
then the left four or five times. They 
evinced their good breeding in sup- 
pressing their curiosity as to the mo- 
tive of our journey, whence we came, 
&c., though evidently labouring under 
the greatest anxiety to know every 
particular. Shortly after our arrival 
we had an alarm of Arabs. Thirty 
-men with muskets immediatelv ran 
out. Others drove in the flocLs in 
great haste. They returned in about 
an hour, saying, the Arabs had killed 
forty of their goats, but that they 
would find an opportunity of retum- 
iog the compliment. We, however, 
doubted the truth of this story. The 
name of Showbec, or Shobek*, occurs 
among those who sealed the cove- 
nant. After a diligent search for in- 
scriptions, we found one in the archi- 
trave of the principal door. It is in 
Latin, and though imperfect, Mr. 
•Bankes made so much of it out as to 
leave no doubt that it relates to one of 
-the Frank kings of Jerusalem. One 
•of theur principal strongholds, some- 
where in this direction, was called 
'" Mons Regalis." This might either 
be Kerek or the place in question ; 
•though Miletus, extending their con- 
quests still further, says, that this 
name was applied by <them to Petra, 

* Now those that sealed were .... Hal- 
lohesli, Pileha, Shobek. Nehemiah, x. 24. 



and, relying upon some passages io 
Diodorus Siculos, aads, that it seems 
to have borne that name in the histo- 
rian's time. The most remarkable 
circumstance is, that while the inte- 
rior parts of this church are in the 
pure Gothic style, resembling that of 
the same age in Europe, we orna- 
ments of the inscribed doorway are of 
the genuine eastern taste, exhibiting 
that border of convex fluting which is 
common in Turkish buildings. The 
pointed arch itself inclines slightly 
inwards at the bottom, in the manner 
of a horse-shoe. The construction also 
has more of the Oriental than the Nor- 
man style. The transome, instead of 
consisting of a single stone, being com- 
posed of many, irregularly locked tOr 
gether by dove-tails and angular ine- 
qualities. In the walls, at the gates 
of Antioch, there are similar exam- 
ples, and certainly of the time of the 
crusades. 

May IS. — Quitting Shobek, we 
wound by a spiral road into the valley 
which surrounds it, and observed that 
the road had been ui;ificially deepened, 
and in some parts cased with masonry. 
Thence we ascended to the S. W., and 
soon came to a brook which contri- 
butes to the watering of the gardens 
below Shobek, but is not the only supr 
ply. Upon the two parallel ridges, 
between which our road led, we noticed 
stones arranged in fences and gathered 
into heaps, denoting the boundaries of 
former fields and gardens ; and near 
the spring there appeared the remains 
of a village. Our course continued 
much in the same direction, betweeo 
west and S.W. for about a mile, gently 
ascending till we arrived at a large 
Arab camp, situated upon high ground, 
with still higher about it. Here we 
expected to have found the Sheikh 
^ Mahommed Abou Raschid," that is 
to say, Mahommed the father of Raa- 
chid, which latter is the title he goes 
by. Most of cne sheikhs have some 
denomination of this kind to distin- 
guish them. ^ Mahommed Asa,*' for 
instance, is called *^Abou .Nabout,^ 
(the master of the mace or stick) ; and 
in Sir Sydney Smithes .transactionB 
at Acre, his principal coadjutor, the 
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pasha, was surnamed <*Dgezar/' which 
in Turkish signifies the <' Cutter*" 
Shobek, and the district about it, is 
commanded by Abou Raschid. He 
was absent, but. messengers were dis- 
patched to acquaint him with our arri- 
val. From this camp we saw another 
to the southward, and beyond it a hill 
thinlv scattered with trees. We were 
hospitably received. A merchant 
whom we had known at Hebron came 
in, complaining that he had been 
robbed of twenty-eight pieces of mer- 
chandise, which he had brought to sell 
amongst the Arabs, who had laid hands 
on the goods in their tents, and refused 
to give them up. At particular seasons 
of the year the inhabitants of these 
tents are in the habit of passine to 
Cairo, whence they carry on the diar- 
eoal trade between that city and Suez. 
They said it was a five days' ioumey 
from hence to Suez. In passmg into 
Egypt they usually take the road to 
Gaza, though they seem to be fully 
aware of the shorter way ; it is, there- 
fore, only for the sake of security. At 
Shobek there was a small caravan 
which was to set out on the day of our 
departure ; the leader of it offered to 
earry us to Cairo in eight days. 

Map 19. — About noon Abou Ras- 
chid arrived. He was a middle-sized 
tnan, with very marked features, hav- 
ing a dark complexion, very dark 
b^ird, bhick piercing eyes, and aqui- 
line nose ; his age might be about 
thirty. He was full of life and spirits, 
but a man of few words, and plain, un- 
affected manners. Eve* since our 
arrival we had heard him spoken of in 
great raptures in the camp. Having 
dined with us, the Hebron merchant 
pleaded his cause before him, when he 
presently gave orders *' that his goods 
should be restored to him." With re- 
gard to ourselves, he very soon came 
to terms with us, assuring us that he 
would willingly conduct us to Wady 
Mousa for nothing, for the sake of 
Mahommed Ali, Pasha of Egypt. 
6oon after a gr^ dispute and tumult 
arose in the tent, Abou Zatoun (the 
Father of the Olives), the Sheikh of 
Wady Mousa, declaring, with violent 
gestures^ and swearing ** by the beard 



of the prophet," and *^ by the honour 
of their women," that, we should not^ 
go forward ; and seeing that, notwith- 
standing his violence, both Abou Ras- 
chid and ourselves were preparing our 
horses, he quitted the tent,, uttering 
threats and execrations, and rode off 
for Wady Mousa, determined to pre- 
vent our going. All the Wady Mousa 
people also quitted the camp^ joining 
in their chiers hostility, and repeatedly 
exclaiming, <<Let the dogs go and 
perish if they please ;" and swearing 
we should neither drink of their water 
nor pass into their territory. While 
this was passing, our good old friend 
Sheikh Yousouf's resolution was 
shaken, and both he and Sahlem of 
Djebal strongly urged us to return and 
give up the business, saying that all 
further perseverance would be fruit- 
less. Abou Raschid twice dismounted 
to answer the arguments of his people, 
or to overcome their opposition, for 
they had surrounded him in numbers, 
imploring him to desist, and asking 
him ''why he risked himself for the 
mere gratification of the curiosity of 
fellows who were only Christians." 
The sheikh seeing that all his argu- 
ments had no effect, seized his spear 
and sprang on his horse, exclaiming, 
'' I have set them on their horses ; let 
us see who will dare to stop Abou 
Raschid." We presently descended 
in a S.W. direction, through a ravine, 
whose sides, rocky as they are, have in 
former times been terraced and cul- 
tivated. The Wady Mousa people rode 
in a parallel line with us, keeping on 
the high ground on our left. In about 
half an hour (four o'clock) we reached 
a spring that issues from the rock, and 
is call^ Sammack. Here we were 
joined by a host of people, all armed, 
and subject to our sheikh; some 
were on horseback and some on foot. 
Sheikhs Yousouf and Sahlem still re- 
mained behind at the camp. Abou 
Raschid, on the coming up of his peo- 
ple, took an oath, << By the honour of 
their women," and ** by the faith of 
a true Mussulman," Ihat we ahcuid 
drink of the water of Wady Mousa, 
and go whithersoever it pleased him to 
carry us. Thus were the rival chiefs 
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pledged to completely oppocdte counes 
in reeard to us. To the honour of 
Abou Kaschid it should be said, that as 
yet he had not received, or even stipu. 
lated for any pecuniary or other reward 
whatever. As we advanced down the 
ravine, a wild and romantic view 
opened to us, terminated by the peaks 
of the black and rugged ridge of Mount 
Hor, the same that is alluded to in 
Scripture, and by a boundless extent 
of desert, which we have hardly ever 
seen equalled for singularity and gran^ 
deur. We turned up out of this val- 
ley to the eastward, and remarked as 
we quitted it, that there were two small 
masses of ruins upon the two opposite 
points which command it : they were^ 
probably, forts. Our road through a 
circular plain, covered with com, and 
bushes oi whitethorn just coming into 
blossom, c(mducted us to a valley with 
the sides prettily studded with turpen- 
tine trees, so clustered and grouped 
together as to give it a very park-like 
appearance. Here we perceived traces 
of a paved way, constructed similarly 
to that we had quitted when we were 
descending into Shobek. We supposed 
it to be a continuation of the same. 
At sun-set we alighted at a camp of 
sixty-^ight tentSy^pitched in three ad- 
joimng drcles, on the highest point of 
a pass. Our whole journey this day 
was S.W. The pass just mentioned 
was not between two mountains, but 
over the highest summit of one of 
tiiem, great part of these heights being 
so steep as to be almost inaccessible, 
except by tiie beaten tracks. One of 
these precipices was dose to our camp 
to the westward : it commands a most 
magnificent view, in which the fore- 
ground is a circular, but uneven hol- 
low, in part cultivated, with several 
circular camps pitched in different 
parts of it ; and the little village of 
Dibdeba, with a grove of fig-trees about 
it, bearing S.W. The dark ridge of 
Mount Hor, which appears to be alto- 
gether composed of a sort of sparry 
flint, broken into masses and seamed 
with wide crevices, with scarcely any 
verdure to vary its deep purple colour, 
forms the boundary of this hollow to 
tha southward, and also^ to the west- 



ward, that high peak, upon which is 
the reputed tomb of Aaron, (the Arabs 
call it Nebi Aaroon, Prophet Aaron) 
rearing itself above all the rest in the 
middle of the picture. This craggy 
ridge does not, however, terminate 
the landscape, the mountain from 
which we viewed it being considerably 
higher, and commanding an almost 
boundlesa view beyond it, over an 
expanse of country of a whitish huej^ 
which is varied here and there with 
other coloured ridges rising like islands 
upon it, or jutting forward into it like 
promontories. The violent rains of 
the night of the 21st and 22d supphed 
the feature of water to this varied land' 
scape, forming a glittering line in the 
distant plain. S.W. by S., as far as 
the eye could reach, is a range of 
mountains, in which the natives pointed 
out Mount Sinai. We were told it was 
at the distance of four days. They also 
reported << Agaba," an inhabited place 
on the Red Sea, as distant a day and 
a half from us ; and Mahn on the hadj 
road (me day off. A place which the 
Arabs call Gereye was likewise men- 
tioned as being four days to the east- 
ward, or S.E.) where are very ex- 
tensive ruins. In front of our tent 
there was an ancient road. No remains 
can be traced of pavement, but merely 
two parallel lines of low, dry wall, sel 
at the distance of about 25 ft. apart. 

Map 20.— We followed the road in 
its passage downwards to the S.W. for 
half an hour, when we reached another 
camp, subject, in some measure, to our 
chief. Wahad passed over the sites 
of two others abandoned by the adverse 
party during the night. These sites 
are always distinguishable by the fires 
and bed-places of the AnJw ; the 
former are marked by little holes filled 
up with ashes, the latter by stones laid* 
in obloog circles, with dried heath and 
dead boughs laid on them. 

An eminence^ nearly S.W. of this 
last camp, comnuuaded a view over 
Wady Mousa, bearing south; it seemed 
an inconsiderable village, in a low situa» 
tion, with a few fig-trees about it. Nebi 
Aaroon, and Dibdebar, were also visible 
from this point, but we were adma> 
nished to go to the brow of the precl> 
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pice^ only one at a time, and were 
afterwards prohibited to do so at all. 
There were some very stranse looking 
people in this camp, some ox the men 
having long hair of a tawny oolour, 
plaited in small plaits,, very much in 
the Nubian manner, but without grease, 
and a handkerchief of a brown colour, 
instead of the usual gaudy stripes, con- 
fined, in lieu of the plam oord, by a 
brown. fUt band, worked in with 
patches of coloured woollen, and standi 
ing up above the head. Their sandals, 
which, however, are not peculiar to 
tiiem, as we had observed them in many 
other instances, are simple, having a 
thong coming up on each side of the 
foot &om the sole, and another between 
the toes ; a single tie fastens them on. 
The women had a singular way of 
plaiting their braided bain across the 
fosehead, which had the air of a formal 
wig. The female children had the same 
leathern aprons^ ornamented with 
shells, &c., which are common in 
Nubia. 

From the break of day we had been 
apprised that the adverse party were 
fully prepared to stand to their word 
i& opposing us ; that they had removed 
several of their camps, and that a large 
party of them had abandoned their 
Tillage of Wady Mousa to occupy a 
height which commanded it We could 
flee the tents which they had pitched 
there, as the distance from our ad- 
vanced camp was very moderate: they 
had also moved their cattle with them. 
Messages, sometimes of persuasion, but 
oftener of defiance, were continually 
musing. A small detachment of the 
hostile party passed our tents, but re- 
fused to eat in them. They were suf- 
fered to go on unmolested. In the 
afternoon a large deputation arrived, 
Buificient to fill tiie whole tent A con^ 
ferenoe immediately commenced. The 
deputies never peztonally appealed to 
«0; but carried on the conversation 
with Abou Raschid only. It was in 
vain that the authority of the sultan, 
or of the pashas, was dwelt upon in our 
favour. They got rid of the firmans, 
by insisting that they did not under- 
stand Turkish ; and when a boyourdi 
of 8a}if pasha of Damascus, was placed 



in their hands^ they said it was a fabri- 
cation of the Jews, who are the pasha's 
ministers. Not argument only, but 
even artifice and falseheod were em- 
ployed in our favour; our friend Abou 
Raschid asserting that we had with 
us a person on we part of Soliman, 
pasha of Acre, (our servant was the 
person whom he pointed out as such,) 
and a letter from the governor of Yaffa; 
which, although we might easily have 

?rocured it, we were not provided with, 
'he adverse party, in some of their 
conferences, insisted much on seeing 
something under the hand of the last* 
mentioned ffovemor, whose recommen- 
dation, we have reason to think, would 
have gone farther in this country than 
that (S any other person. It was, how- 
ever, in this instance only captiously 
asked for, on the presumption that we 
had it not to produce. 

Abou Ras(mid urged repeatedly, that 
in the event of their not complying, we 
could use our influence ¥dth the seve-t 
ral pashas to cut off their communica- 
tion entirely, with Mahn, Graza, and 
Egypt; and he insisted ujpon our taking 
down tiie names of the refractory chids, 
which were, Abou Zatoun (Father of 
the OUves), Sheikh of Wady Mousa, 
and commanding the Howetatt Arabs; 
Kali Phee, of the same place ; Lehad- 
dijieh Hinde, and the adherents of Ebn 
Jarzee,although he, himself, was rather 
disposed to our side. Our champion 
advised us, in the presence of these 
people, to instigate Mahomed Ali to lay 
hands on some of them whenever they 
should oome to trade at Cairo. These 
people said on their first coming, ''that 
we were very lucky in the protection 
of the chief who accompanied us, for 
otherwise we should never have re- 
turned." They pretended to believe 
that we had a design of poisoning the 
water. 

In the evening there was a very 
violent thunder-storm ; and as lUl that 
could be said or threatened seemed to 
have no effect upon our opponentS| 
and as there was neither food for us, 
nor forage for the horses in the tents, 
we returned, and slept at the same 
camp as en the preceding night It 
was the full of the moon, a dismal cold 
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rain eame on, which, for the space of 
two or three hours, penetrated the co- 
Terlng of our tent, and until a trench 
was dug along the inside of the back 
curtain, it flowed in upon us from the 
high ground; the goats and sheep were 
continually encroaching, and at last 
even a cow walked in. 

Map 21. — A thick fog prerailed, so 
that the opposite side of our camp was 
not visible. We heard very noisy coun- 
cils in the adjoining tents, and it was 
soon after announced to us, that ^ war 
was positively determined on," as the 
only alternative of our not being per- 
mitted to see what we had desired, and 
to drink of the water. Messengers 
were dispatched to the camps, under 
Abou Raschid^s influence, and to Sho- 
bek, to apprise them of the circum- 
stance, and to request immediate rein- 
forcements. The presence of Sheikh 
Yousouf and Sahlem was also required. 
A poor woman, in the other half of our 
tent, was looking over the partition with 
her child in her arms, shedding tears 
occasionally, and throwing in argu- 
ments of dissuasion. It was in vain 
that we agreed to give up Wady Mousa 
altogether, and declared that we had 
no desire to taste of the water. The 
antiquities, which are distant from the 
village, being the only object of our 
curiosity ; but our chief stood always 
to his point, and declared that we should 
not only see the place, but even bathe 
in the waters ; and, that if fair means 
could not compass this, he had sworn 
to accomplish it by force. 

The messages which arrived in the 
course of the morning from the oppo- 
site party, were only a renewal of pro- 
testations and oaths against our enter- 
ing their' territory ; and they even 
threw out menaces of cutting off our 
return from the place where we then 
were. Thus situated, we could not but 
compare our case to that of the Israel- 
ites under Moses, when Edom refused 
to give them a passage through her 
country.* The circumstance must 
likewise have occurred nearly in the 
same place, as the tomb of Aaron on 
Mount Hor t was now before us. About 

* Numbers, xx. 14—22. 
t Ibid. 28. 



mid-day, when the weather was some- 
what clearer, we perceived a number of 
armed men, some mounted, coming up 
the valley ^m the north-eastward. The 
horsemen were Sheikhs Yousouf and 
Sahlem, with their own attendants, and 
some few others with lances. The in- 
fantry followed, with their matchlocks, 
and muskets, to the amount of upwards 
of sixty. They drew up into something 
like a line near the camp, and ap- 
proached it shouting, the women an- 
swering with their usual screams of 
exultation from the tents, lee, lee, lee; 
lee, &c, for they were not suffereid to 
stand exposed in the way, and such as 
had come out were rudely warned 
back into their tents by the men. The 
l^eikhs of Kerek and Djebal were 
conducted, each by s^arate openings, 
into the canp, to the tents allotted to 
them. We found them dispiriied and 
discomposed at what had happened, 
and at ^he consequences whidi were 
likely to ensue. They reminded us of 
their having dissuaded us ^m press- 
ing the matter any further at the camp 
where we had last parted ; and in their 
confer«ices with Abou Raschid, gave 
him such advice as might be expected 
from persons of their years. Old 
Yousouf, particularly, like Nestor in 
the Iliad, dwelt much upon what had 
passed in his youth, and upon the 
wars in which he had engaged and had 
found reason, when too late, to repent 
of. He spoke with a great deal of grave 
action ; but his counsels had more 
effect upon the rest of Yob audience, 
than on the spirited young Arab to 
whom they were addressed, who con- 
tinued stanch in his determination of 
waging war, and could not be induced 
even to shift his ground so far as to 
confine his demands in our favour to 
the sight of the antiquities only ; stre- 
nuously persisting that, as we had put 
ourselves under his protection, we 
should go wherever he was pleased to 
carry us. 

A deputation arrived from the 
enemy, and the old sheikhs tried every 
argument that experience could sug- 
gest to induce them to permit us to go 
forward. They were denounced as 
rebels in the case of non-oompliancei 
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and the consequences were painted in 
the strongest colours. No effect was 
produced by these conferences. Our 
party was continually gaining strength 
by armed persons dropping in from 
various directions until night The re- 
inforcements were distributed amongst 
the different tents, and rations were 
refused to such as had not brought 
muskets or spears. The camp now 
began to assume a very warlike ap- 
pearance. The spears stuck in the 
sand, the saddled horses before the 
tents, with the arms hanging up within, 
altogether had an imposing effect.* 
Perceiving that such a concourse of 
strangers must impoverish the camp, 
we begged to be permitted to pay for 
our food and that of our horses, but 
Abou Raschid would not hear of it. 
All was freely given to us, and our 
animals had abundance. 

One circumstance seemed to turn in 
our favour. Hindi, an Arab chief of 
very poor and ordinary appearance, 
and almost blind, was represented to 
us as a man of great power and influ- 
ence, who could command two thou- 
sand muskets : and though this was 
probably an exaggeration, yet from 
the effect which his interference ap- 
pears to have had in the sequel, it 
seems probable that he was a chieftain 
of considerable power. He had been 
upon ill terms with Abou Kaschid ; 
yet from the time of our first confer- 
ence with him at the advanced camp, 
he had seemed disposed to favour our 
views, and to dissuade the hostile party 
from their obstinate opposition. He 
professed great respect for the written 
orders of the Turkish government. 
On the other hand, it was said that 
there was a strong party among his 
adherents inclined to prevent his co- 
operation. However, towards the 
evening of this day, he made a solemn 
peace with our chief, and passed into 
the enemy's quarters, with the inten- 
tion of bringing all his men to act in 
concert with Mahommed Abou Ras- 
chid, in open war against them, in case 
of their persisting to oppose us. Some 

* " And behold Saul lay sleeping within 
ttie trench, and his spear stuck in the ground." 
I Samuel, xviil. 6. 



communication was also made by 
letter, but in whose name we did not 
learn. The answer was expected, but 
did not arrive this night. Towards 
dark there went a rumour through- 
out the camp, that our opponents had 
given in, and that we should be at 
liberty on the morrow to go where we 
pleased. We laid down with this im- 
pression on our minds, and it was 
pretty general throughout the camp^ 
Our chief seemed proud of matters 
having been brought to a favourable 
end so soon, and said exultingly, <*that 
there were some who had the talent of 
carrying their point with saying very 
little, while others who made a great 
noise were obliged to give way, and 
behave like cattle." 

The same dismal weather continued: 
About midnight there was a cry of 
thieves in the camp, and it was found 
that they were very quietly sitting at 
our fire ; but as there were some of 
our people not yet asleep, we lost 
nothing. In the morning we heard 
that two spies had also been detected 
in the camp, but it did not appear 
that any further measures had been 
pursued against them than their dis- 
missal. 

May 22. — The fog was thicker than 
ever. We were surprised to find that 
this weather was not deemed unusual 
or out of season. It was now announced 
to us that the men of Wady Mousa did 
not adhere to their agreement, but in 
the plainest terms had declared, <<that 
they would oppose us by main force, 
and that we should pay with our lives 
for any attempt that we should make 
to advance within theiif limits." It 
appeared that they had even thrown 
up some sort of fortification about the 
well. Upon our declaring that we did 
not wish matters to be pushed to ex- 
tremities, and would willingly confine 
our desires to the sight of tJ^e antiqui- 
ties only, Abou Raschid would hardly 
listen to the bearer of the message, 
and scarcely came to see us during wO 
whole day. Armed reinforcements in 
small numbers were continually drop^ 
ping in. 

In this predicament we found our- 
selves on the morning of the 23rd. The 
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result of Hindi's declaration was ex- 
pected with impatience, and almost 
every one seemed to think that it must 
have great weight with the enemy. 
We, however, heard that their party 
had also had an accession of two 
neighbooring tribes of Arabs who had 
declared against us. To-day old Your 
souf was unusnallv eloquent in our 
favour, giving out that we were believ- 
ers in lAthommed, and that our only 
motive in wishing to advance was to 
pay our devotions at Aaron's tomb; 
thus giving a very plausible turn to the 
motive of our journey. When asked if 
we were of the true faith, he always 
replied *^ they are £nglish." He reca- 
pitulated the list of the documents with 
which we were furnished ; roundly 
asserting that we had recommendai 
tions from Yaffa and Egypt, though he 
knew that we had them not, and he 
attached much importance to the pre- 
sence of our soldier and Tartar from 
Constantinople. He meotioned all the 
places we had visited in the country, 
particularly Palmyra and Szalt; adding 
that this was the first time we had been 
stopped. True to the character of an old 
chieftain, he dwelt again on the events 
of wars that had happened in his early 
days. His object was to carry matters 
by fair means, if possible, and to re- 
strain the impetuosity of Abon Ras- 
chid, whom he warned of the usual 
effects of hasty measures, and, for the 
first time, alluded to an old grudge 
which the people of Wady Mouaa bore 
towards him, on account of the fate of 
three or four of their fellow townsmen 
whom he had beheaded at Kerek. 
The tone, however, of old Yoosouf was 
considerably changed, and he seemed 
not altogether so adverse to hostilities 
as he hM hitherto been. He said, '* I, 
too, could bring out the men of Kerek f 
and he spoke of their numbers and 
courage, but he did not pledge himself 
to bring them out. 

In the course of this morning it had 
been discovered that one of the ruins 
which we were in quest of was in sight 
from our mountain. It proved to be 
that which we called the palace; it 
was dlBcemible through a narrow strait 
formed by two craggy cliffs, which 



Skve it a very picturesque appearance, 
y following the brow of the mountain, 
we gained a sight aldo of the theatre 
cut out of the rock, and of several of 
the tombs. Though they were at a 
considerable distance, we could make 
them out pretty well with the help of 
a spy-glass. This sight was a great 
encouragement to us, as it appeared 
possible to reach the spot without 
passing at all near the enemy's quar- 
ters ; and we began to concert among 
ourselves some means of getting there 
secretly in the night, should all other 
expedients £uL 

While we were deliberating on this 
subject, we saw a great cavalcade 
entering our camp from the south- 
ward. There were many mounted 
Arabs with lances, and we observed 
that there were some amongst the 
horsemen who wore richer turbans, 
and of more gaudy colours, than is 
usual amongst Bedouins or peasants. 
As tiie procession advanced, several of 
Abou Raschid's Arabs went out, and 
led the horses of the chiefs by the 
bridles into the camp. The whole 
procession alighted at the tent of our 
chief, and kissed his turban ; this was 
the signal of pacification* Peace was 
immediately proclaimed throughout 
the camp, and notice vras given that 
the men bearing arms who had come 
from a distance, many of whom had 
joined us that very morning, were to 
return to their respective homes. 

Our kite opponents were nowwOling 
to oonsent to our setting ont that after- 
noon, but by the general wish it was 
deferred until the next day. We heard 
music and singing in several of the 
tents. One of the chiefs of the party 
who had been adverse to us, came 
very shortly to pay us a visit ; amongst 
other things, he said in his excuse that 
he had misconceived the object of our 
journey, having supposed us French- 
men who came ¥dth a design of poison- 
ing the water. Thev dissembled the 
real motive of their chanse of conduct, 
which there can be litue doubt was 
fear, and imputed their concessions 
entirely to their respect for the sultan 
and the pashas. To make the matter 
more formal, there came with them a 
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person who was in the employ of the 
I^Bsha of Damascus, with two attend- 
ants, to read and examine our papers. 
It proved, however, that he was wholly 
imaequainted with the Turkish lan- 
guage, and in consequence confined 
himself entirely to the boyourdees of 
the two pashas, which he declared to 
be satisfactory and sufficient, although, 
in point of fact, they were altogether 
foreign to the question, being addressed 
to persons and places in quite a diffe- 
rent part of the country. This man, 
in recompense for this favourable deci- 
sion, attempted in the course of the 
evening to lay claim to some remune- 
ration, but Yousouf fought off hb 
pretensions, by asserting, that for his 
own part he had not seen the colour of 
our gold, which was so far true, that the 
four hundred piastres were deposited 



in the hands of the Greek priest at 
Kerek. 

In the eveninff we were visited by 
Abou Raschid, who was in high spirits ; 
the weather had been considerably 
clearer, but it was still much colder 
than might have been expected at this 
season of the year. During the day 
we had explored the high land to the 
eastward of the camp, and found it 
covered, upon both its sides and on its 
summit, with lines of dry wall, and 
solid masses of masonry. These walls 
appeared to have inclosed cultivated 
grounds : the solid ruins seemed to be 
only the remains of towers for watch- 
ing in harvest and vintage time. The 
whole neighbourhood of tills spot bears 
nmilar traces of former industry, all 
which seem to indicate the vicinity of 
a great metropolis. 
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The morning of the 24th May was 
lees unfavourable than those which 
bad preceded it. Soon after sun-rise 
we set out from the camp ; we were 
in 'all about fifty persons^ including the 
deputation from Wady Mousa and the 
men of Damascus, who had passed the 
night in the tents of our chief. The 
first part of our road was that by 
whieh we went to the advanced camp 
on the 20th ; but before we reached 
that spot we turned off in an E.S.E. 
direction, constantly descending. We 
then passed into a rockv and steep 
defile, where the footing is extremely 
bad, and the passage so completely 
eommanded from the sidesy and so 



obstructed by huge masses of sand* 
stone that had rolled down from above, 
that it was obvious a very small force 
would be capable of holding it against 
a great superiority of numbers. To- 
wfurds the lower extremity of this pass 
the path branched off into two roads ; 
it had previously been whispered to 
us by our chief, that, without seeming 
to take any notice, we should let the 
men of Wady Mousa go their way, 
while we shoiUd follow one of his men, 
who would ^ forward and guide us in 
a different duection. When we reached 
the point of separation, the others, not 
being apprised of this determination, 
said all they could to induce Abou 
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Raschid to ascend to their tents, and 
even came to high words with him, 
but they could not prevail, he having 
Bwom an oath, that neither we nor 
himself should eat or drink at their 
expense, or within the limits of their 
territory. Some few followed us for a 
time, hoping to persuade us to turn 
back with them, but before we reached 
the valley of Wady Mousa they had all 
withdrawn. 

The defile brought us directly down 
into this valley, the name of which had 
become so familiar to us ; it is, at the 
point where we entered it, stony but 
cultivated, of moderate size, without 
much character or beauty, and runs 
from £. to W. A lesser hollow, slop- 
ing down to it from the southwaiil, 
meets it at an angle ; at the upper end 
of the latter valley is the village, seen 
over stages of hanging fruit-grounds 
and gardens, which are watered by a 
rivulet. At the point of junction of 
these valleys a spring issues from the 
rock and forms a brook, into which the 
rivulet flows : to this Abou Raschid 
pointed, with a look of exultation, 
observing, ''there is the water about 
which there has been so much conten- 
tion and dispute." It flows towards 
the westward, and is, in point of fact, 
the head of the stream which Pliny has 
dignified with the name of a river. 
We approached no nearer to the village 
than this point, but as the distance did 
not exceed a quarter of a mile, we 
could plainly perceive that there was 
nothing ancient there ; that the houses 
were mean and ragged, and not more 
than forty or fifty in number. On the 
summit of a broad, green hill, rising 
above it, we could not only distinguish 
the large encampment to which the 
inhabituits had retired on the night of 
the 20th, but could plainly see them 
collected in great numbers on the brow 
looking down at and watching us. 

Some hundred yards below this 
spring begin the out-skirts of the vast 
Necropolis of Petra. Many door-ways 
are visible, upon different levels, cut 
in the side of the mountain, which to- 
wards this part begins to assume a 
more rugged aspect; the most remark- 
able tomte stand near the road, which 



follows the course of the brook. The 
first of these is on the right hand, and 
is cut in a mass of whitish rock, which 
is in some measure insulated and de- 
tached from the general range. The- 
centre represents the front of a square 
tower, with pilasters at the comer, and 
with several successive bands of frieze- 
aud entablature above; two low wings 
project from it at right angles, and 
present each of them a recess, in the 
maimer of a portico, in which are two 
columns, whose capitals have an affinity 
with the Doric order, between corre- 
sponding antee ; there are, however, 
no triglyphs above. Three sides of a 
square area are thus inclosed ; the 
fourth has been shut in by a low wall 
and two CK>lo8sal lions on either sicle of 
the entrance, all much decayed. The 
interior has been a place of sepulture 
for several bodies. On the front are 
cut little niches and hollows, as if for 
the reception of votive offerings. Fur- 
ther on, upon the left, is a wide facade 
of rather a low proportion, loaded with 
ornaments in the Roman style, but in 
a bad taste, with an infinity of broken 
lines and unnecessary angles and prp- 

i'ections, and multiplied pediments and 
lalf pediments, and pedestals set upon 
columns that support nothing. It has 
more the air of a fantastical scene in 
a theatre than an fU'chitectural work 
in stone; and for unmeaning richness, 
and littleness of conception, might, as 
Mr. Bankes observed, have been the 
work of Boromini himself, whose style 
it exactly resembles, and carries to tiie 
extreme. This remark is applicable, 
more or less, to every specimen of 
Roman design at Petra. The door- 
way has triglyphs over the entabla- 
ture, and flowers in the metopes. The 
chamber within is not so large as the 
exterior led us to expect ; it has a 
broad, raised platform round three 
sides, on which bodies were probably 
disposed. Immediately over this front 
is another of almost equal extent, but 
so wholly distinct from it, that even 
the centres do not correspond ; the 
door-way has the same ornaments^ 
The rest of the body of the design is 
no more than a plain front, without 
any other decoration than a singly 
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moulding. Upon this are set, in a 
recess, four tall and taper pyramids ; 
the effect is singular and surprising, 
but they combine too little with the 
rest of the eleyation for it to be good. 
Our attention was the more attracted 
by this monument, as it presents, per- 
haps, the only existing example of 
pyramids so applied. Chough we read 
of them as placed in a similar manner 
on the summit of the tomb of the 
Maccabees, and of the Queen of Adia- 
bsene, both in the neighbouring pro- 
vince of Palestine. The interior of 
the mausoleum is of moderate size, 
Tilth two sepulchral recesses upon each 
flide, and one in form of an arched 
alcove at the upper end ; a flight of 
steps leads up to the narrow terrace 
upon which it opens. 

The sides of the valley were now 
becoming very precipitous and rugged, 
and approaching nearer and nearer to 
each other, so that it might rather 
'deserve the name of a ravine, with 
high detached masses of rock standing 
up here and there in the open space. 
•Of these the architects had availed 
themselves. In some instances large 
and lofty towers are represented in 
relievo on the lower part of the pre- 
cipice, and the live rock is cut down 
on all sides, so as to make the resem- 
blance complete. The greater number 
of them face the high road, but there 
are others which stand back in the 
wild nooks and recesses of the moun. 
tain. All seemed to have been sepul- 
chral, and it was here that we first 
observed a species of architecture that 
is, perhaps, to be found nowhere else. 

To erect quadrangular towers for 
sepulchres, seems to have been the 
fashion in several inland districts of 
the east ; they abound at Palmyra, 
and are seen in the valley of Jehosha* 
phat near Jerusalem, &c. : but the 
details and ornaments of these univer- 
sally betray an imitation of Roman 
architecture, whilst at Petra they bear 
all the marks of a peculiar and indi- 
genous style ; their sides have gene- 
rally a slight degree of that inclination 
inwards, which is one of the charac- 
•teristics of Egyptian edifices, and they 
are surmoupted by the Egyptian torus 



and concave frieze. A very remark- 
able superstructure rises above as a 
parapet. Two corresponding flights of 
four or six steps are represented in 
relievo, ascending in opposite direc- 
tions, from two points near the centre; 
they are connected together by a hori- 
zontal line drawn between the upper- 
most steps. At the angles are pilas- 
ters, which in many instances have a 
considerable diminution upwards; the 
capital is very peculiar, and appears 
like the rough draft of an unfinished 
Ionic capit^ as it comes from the 
quarry. It is, however, almost uni^ 
versal on these tombs, and may be 
called the ArtUnan order of architec- 
ture. An entablature and frieze, little 
differing from the Ionic or Corinthian, 
rests upon these pilasters ; above that 
is a blank space, in the nature of a low 
attic, which is surmounted by the 
Egyptian torus and frieze, bearing the 
superstructure which I have described. 
There is one single example, near the 
theatre, of an upper door-way ; it opens 
into this attic, to which there is no 
visible access; there may possibly, 
however, be some stairs in the interior; 
the lower door-way being unluckily 
choked up, we could not ascertain 
this. In some instances there are as 
many as four pilasters in the front, 
which are rounded instead of being 
angular. The part least peculiar in 
the details of these Arabian elevations, 
is the decorations of the door-ways, 
which have in many instances a pedi- 
ment not distinguishable from those 
of Roman buildmgs, and in others a 
plain horizontal urdiitrave with the 
same sort of mouldings. It is remark- 
able, that in very many instances th9 
whole frame and ornament of the door 
has been of separate pieces^ and grafted 
on upon the solid rock. Sometimes 
there are cavities for pegs orrivets^ 
which would seem to have fastened 
decorations in metal or in wood ; in 
others they seem to have been of mar- 
ble or some fine sort of stone, let intp 
grooves, which shew, in the hollow^ 
their exact form. We were at a loss 
to account for the apparent conformity 
of this single portion of the building 
to the rules of the Greek and Roman 
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architecture ; it seems too strong to 
be accidental ; and if we suppose the 
imitation to have taken place so far 
back as the first Macedonian expe- 
dition into this country, it will still 
make the tombs more recent, by many 
ages, than it is probable that many of 
them really are ; since^ from the days 
of Rekem, King of the Midianites, who 
passes for the founder of Petra, to those 
of Alexander the Great, there must 
have been a long line of kings, and 
these monarchs probably had exca- 
vated tombs. Yet if this form of the 
door-ways be considered sufi&cient to 
prove them decidedly posterior to that 
period, it is so general, that few,if any of 
the larger sort will remain for that early 
dynasty. If we bring them still later, 
and suppose them a Roman innova- 
tion, the difficulty is incceaaed, because 
we must then believe a much greater 
lapse of ages to have passed in a 
donrishing kingdopi, without any con- 
siderable monuments^ although archi- 
tecture was not unknown. It is pos- 
sible such of the door frames as were 
not cut in the solid rock, may have 
been added afterwards, but this does 
not appear very probable, nor does it 
entirely remove' the difficulty ; espe- 
cially, as in some instances in me 
higher parts of the design, broad bands 
seem to have been attached in a simi- 
lar manner, which very probably bore 
inscriptions. 

It is surprising, amongst such a mul- 
titude of tombs, to find so few with any 
inscription recording for whom they 
were constructed. We only met with 
two instances ; one was on the tomb, 
near the theatre already described ; 
it is much mutilated; the other, which 
we copied, is on the left hand side of 
the track leading towards Dibdebar, 
on a large front of pure Arabian design, 
with four attached columns. In Ibis 
monument, the architect, from failure, 
ov a defective vein in the sand-stone, 
has been obliged to carry up the lower 
part in. masonry, so as to meet the 
upper, which is sculptured on the face 
of me mountain; in this part,al80, there 
were flaws, and pieces have been let 
in to make up what was defective ; 
these last remain, but the whole sub- 



structure has disappeared entirely, and 
the upper part is left hanging from the 
rock above, without any lAse what- 
ever. This is not the only proof that 
is to be found, among the remains at 
Petra, that those who wrought on the 
rock, contrary to the necessary practice 
of builders, began their work at the 
top.. To return to the inscription ; it 
is upon an oblong tablet, without frame 
or relief, but is distingubhed from the 
rest of the surface by being more deli- 
cately wrought; there project, from 
each of its ends, those wings in form 
of the blade of an axe, which are com- 
mon both in the Roman and Greek tab- 
lets, and which would seem to have been 
intended originally to receive screws 
or fastenings, without encroaching on 
the part inscribed. Although the whole 
tablet a in the solid rock, Siere is upon 
each side a stain of metal caused by 
studs of bronze driven in, to give ihe 
whole tablet the appearance of a sepa- 
rate piece. The letters are wdl cut, 
and in a wonderful state of preserva- 
tion, owing to the shelter which they 
receiye from the projection of cornices, 
and an eastern aspect. None of our 
party had overseen these characters be- 
fore, excepting Mr. Bankes, who, upon 
comparing them, found them to be ex- 
actly sinular to those vrhietL he had 
seen scratched on the rocks in the 
Wady Makootub, and about the foot of 
Mount Sinai. He subsequently found 
a passage in Diodorus Siculus, wherein 
he speaJks of a letter written by the Na- 
bathsei of Petra, to Antigonus, in the 
Syriao character; though this, per- 
haps, is no proof that the Syriac was 
in use with them, since they may have 
chosen that language only, as more 
familiar to the court they were ad- 
dressing. The tablet has five long 
lines, and immediately underneath a 
single figure of a larger size, proba- 
bly the date ; the same occurs at the 
bottom of the Hebrew characters on 
the tomb of Aaron. The interior of 
the tomb on which this tablet is placed, 
has two chambers, with recesses for 
bodies, but no peculiarity worthy of 
notice ; the front is crowned with a 
double flight of steps in the usual form. 
In many instances, in lieu of two fl^hts 
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diverging from each other, they are 
brought to meet in the form of pyra- 
mids, being reduced to a much smaller 
scale, and repeated in the manner of 
battlements, to the number of three, 
or ftye, with the half of one at each 
extremity. 

We have preferred collecting into 
one view, the most remarkable features 
of these tombs, before we advance 
further, without confining ourselves 
strictly to those which are met with in 
the approach from Wady Mousa to the 
city, in order to generalise the descrip- 
tion, and avoid interrupting the narrsp 
tive by alluding to them as they present 
themselves, which they do, not only in 
every avenue to the city, and upon 
every precipice that surrounds it, but 
even intermixed almost promiscuously 
with its public and domestic edifices. 
As we advanced towards the eastern 
approach to Petra, the natural features 
of the defile grew more and more im- 
posing at every step, and the excava- 
tions and sculpture more frequent on 
l>oth sides, till it becomes at last a con- 
tinued street of tombs, beyond which 
the rocks gradually approaching each 
other, seemed all at once to dose with- 
out any outlet. There is, however, one 
frightful chasm for the passage of the 
stream, which fumiBhee, as it did 
ancienUy, the only access to Petra on 
this side. It is impossible to conceive 
anything more awful or sublime than 
such an approach; the width is not 
more than just sufficient for the passage 
of two horsemen abreast, the sides are 
in all parts perpendicular, varying from 
four hundred to seven hundred feet in 
height, and they often overhang to such 
a degree, that without their absolutely 
meeting, the sky is intercepted, and 
completely shut out for one hundred 
yards together, and there is little more 
light than in a cavern. 

The screaming of the eagles, hawks, 
and owls, who were soaring above our 
heads in considerable numbers, seem- 
ingly annoyed at any one approaching 
their lonely habitation, added much to 
the singularity of this scene. The tama- 
risk, the wild fig, and the oleander, 
grow luxuriantly about the road, ren- 
dering the passage often difficult ; in 



some places they hang down most 
beautifully from uie cliffis and crevices 
where they have taken root ; the caper 
plant was also in luxuriant growlli. 

Very near the entrance into this rO' 
mantic pass^ a bold arch is thrown 
across at a great height, connecting 
the opposite sides of the cliff. Whether 
this was part of an upper road upon 
the summit of the mountain, or whetoer 
it be a portion of an aqueduct, which 
seems less probable, we had no oppor- 
tunity of examining ; but as the tra- 
veller passes under it, its appearance 
is most surprising, hanging thus above 
his head betwixt two rugged masses, 
apparently inaccessible. Immediately 
under it are sculptured niches in the 
rock, destined probably for statues ; 
and we suspect that on careful inspec- 
tion inscriptions might be found there; 
but the position in which they are 
viewed is disadvantageous, and the 
height so great, that it would require 
a good glass to distinguish them. Far- 
ther down, upon a much lower level, 
there is an object frequently repeated 
in sculpture along the road side, whidi 
we were at a loss to understand. An 
altar is represented in a niche, upon 
which is set a mass of a lumpish form, 
sometimes square, and sometimes 
curved in its outline, and rising to a 
sharper or obtuser cone ; in one in- 
stance, three of them are placed to* 
gether in one niche. It may possibly 
be a representation of the god Termi- 
nus, or periiaps one of the stones which 
were objects of worship amcngst the 
Arabs, down to the time of the coming 
of Mahomed. The number of these 
representations on the face of the rock 
is very considerable; in some instances 
there are many, almost contiguous, 
with Greek inscriptions on them, all 
of which Ate too much defaced to ex- 
plain their object. The ravine, without 
changing its general direction, presents 
so many ell^ws and windings in its 
course, that the eye can seldom pene- 
trate forward beyond a few paces, and 
is often puzzled to distinguish in what 
direction the passage will open, so 
completely does it appear obstructed. 
The exact spot was not pointed out to 
us, but it is somewhere amidst theso 
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natural horrura, that upwards of thirty 
pilgrims from Barbary were murdered 
fast year, on their return from Mecca, 
by the men of Wady Mousa. The cloak 
of one of them was afterwards offered 
to us for sale, at Ipseyra, and one of 
their watches at Zaphoely. Salvator 
Rosa never conceived so savage and 
suitable a haunt for banditti. The 
brook has disappeared beneath the soil 
from the dryness of the season, but the 
manner it which its occasional over- 
flowings have broken up the antique 
pavement, and the slippery passes 
which the running of the waters have 
made, by polishing the rock where it 
had been cut away to form the road, 
sufficiently prove the necessity of pro- 
viding anoUier course for its waters. 
A trough, carried along near the foot 
of the precipice upon the left hand side, 
was destined to confine the water, and 
to convey it upon a raised level to the 
.city. At a considerable distance down 
.the ravine, this water-course crosses 
over to the opposite side ; and towards 
.its extremity may be traced, passing 
.along at a great height in earthen pipes, 
bedded, and secured with mortar, in 
horizontal grooves cut in the face of 
the rock, and even across the archi- 
.tectural fronts of some of the tombs, 
which make it probable that it is of a 
later date. 

We proceeded along this narrow 
passage for nearly two miles, the sides 
increasing in height as the path con- 
tinually defended, while the tops of 
the precipices retained an uniform 
level. Where they are at the highest, 
a beam of stronger light breaks in at 
.the close of the dark perspective^ and 
opens to view, half seen at first 
through the tall, narrow opening, 
columns, statues, and cornices, of a 
light and finished style, and looking as 
if fresh from the chisel, without the 
tints or weather stains of age, and 
executed in a stone of a pale rose 
colour. At the moment we came in 
sight of them, they were illumined 
with the full light of the morning sun. 
The dark green of the shrubs that 
grow in this perpetual shade, and the 
sombre appearance of the passage from 
whence we were just issuing, formed a 



fine contrast with the glowing colour 
of the edifice. We know not what to 
compare this scene with ; perhaps 
there is nothing in the world that 
resembles it. Only a portion of a very 
extensive architectural elevation is 
seen at first; but it has been so con- 
trived that a statue with expanded 
wings, perhaps of Victory, just fills 
the centre of the aperture in front, 
which being closed below by the sides 
of the rock folding over each other, 
gives to the figure the appearance of 
being suspend^ in the air at a con- 
siderable height ; the ruggedness of 
the cliffs below settins off the sculp- 
ture to the highest advantage. The 
rest of the design opened gradually at 
every pace as we advanced, till the 
narrow defile which had continued 
thus far, without any increase of 
breadth, spreads on both sides into 
an open area of a moderate size, whosQ 
sides are by nature inaccessible, and 
present the same awful and romantic 
features as the avenues which lead to 
it : this opening gives admission to a 
great body of l^ht from the eastward. 
The position is one of the most beau- 
tiful that could be imagined for the 
front of a great temple; and the rich- 
ness and exquisite finish of the decora- 
tions offer a most remarkable contrast 
to the savage scenery which sur- 
rounds it. 

It is very lofty, the elevation com- 
prising two stories. In some respects 
the taste is not to be commended; but 
many of the details and ornaments, 
and the size and proportion of the 
great door-way especially, to which 
&iere are five steps of ascent from the 
portico, are very noble. No part is 
built, the whole being purely a work 
of excavation ; and its minutest em- 
bellishments, wherever the hand of 
man has not purposely effaced and 
obliterated them, are so perfect, that 
it may be doubted whether any work 
of the ancients, excepting, perhaps, 
some on the banks of the Nile, have 
come down to our time so little injurea 
by the lapse of ages. There is, in facty 
scarcely a building of forty years' 
standing in England, so well preserved 
in the greater part of its architectural 
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decorations. Of the larger portions 
of the architecture, nothing is deficient 
excepting a single column of the por- 
tico ; the statues are numerous and 
colossal. Those on either side of the 
portico represent, in groups, a centaur 
and a young man. This part of the 
work only is imperfect, having been 
mutilated, probably by the fanaticism 
of early Christians, or Mussulmen, 
directed against idolatry, and particu- 
larly against images in the human 
form. In the upper tier the figures 
are females; two are winged, and two 
appear to be dancing, with some in- 
struments lifted above their heads, of 
which that on the left hand seems to 
be the Amazonian bipennis. Unfor- 
tunately, the centre figure, which was 
doubtless the principal one, is much 
defaced; and there is nothing in the 
ornaments that could enable us to 
discover to what divinity the temple 
has been dedicated. The principal 
chamber of the interior is large and 
remarkably lofty, but quite plain, with 
the exception of the door-frames and 
architraves, of which there are three, 
one at the farther end, and one at 
each side, all openbg into small plain 
celiS. There is also a lateral chamber 
on each side, of a rude form, opening 
from the portico. The centre of the 
superstructure, which comprises the 
second story, is a circular elevation 
surrounded by columns, with a dome 
surmounted by an urn. This urn has 
not failed to excite the covetousness of 
the natives. We heard of it, at Jeru- 
salem, as the deposit of a vast trea- 
sure, << Hasnah-eLFaraoun" (Treasure 
of Pharoah ; and that it has been 
repeatedly fiired at is proved by the 
marks of bullets in the stone. No 
one, however, seems to have succeeded 
in reaching it by clipibing, which 
would, indeed, be a difficult task. The 
green stains on either side would lead 
to the supposition that the handles 
had been of bronze. One of the per- 
forations, caused by a musket-ball, 
would seem to prove that the urn is 
hollow. Above the monument the face 
of the rock is left over-hanging, and it 
is to this that tiie excellent preserva- 
tion of its details is to bci ascribed. 



The half-pediments, which terminate 
the wings of the building, are finished 
at the top with eagles, which, com- 
bined with a style of architecture dif- 
fering little from the Roman, can leave 
no doubt that this great effort of art 
is posterior to the time of Trajan's 
conquest. 

Some of the heights, whose steep 
sides inclose the area in front of the 
temple, are rendered accessible, though 
with great difficulty, by flights of steps 
cut in them. We found the ascent, 
in some instances, so steep and slip- 
pery that we were obliged to take off 
our shoes, and to use our hands nearly 
as much as we did our feet. Some 
small pyramids hewn out of the rock 
are on the summit of these heights ; 
and we discovered a much higher 
conical point of mountain, to whose 
summit there is a regular spiral stair- 
case cut with gre^t care and neatness; 
it is the same peak, possibly, as that 
on which we saw, from another point 
of view, a single pillar, or obelisk. 
We first observed, also, from the 
heights above the temple, the great 
vase which crowns another monument 
to the N.W. 

The wide space which constitutes 
the area before the temple is about 
50 yards in width, and about three 
times as long. It terminates to the 
south in a wild precipitous cUff, ren- 
dered accessible by the steps above- 
mentioned to the N.N.W. The defile 
assumes, for about 300 yards, the 
same features which characterise the 
eastern approach, with an infinite 
variety of tombs, both Arabian and 
Roman, on either side. This pass 
conducts to the theatre, and here the 
ruins of the city burst on the view in 
their full grandeur, shut in on the 
opposite side by bairen, craggy preci- 
pices, from wmch numerous ravines 
and valleys like those we had passed, 
branch out in all directions. The 
sides of the mountains, covered with 
an endless variety of excavated tombs 
and private dwdilings,'*' presented al- 
together the most singular scene we 
ever beheld ; and we despair of being 

* " O thou that dweUett in the clefts^ the 
rock!" Jar. xUz. 16. 

K 
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able to give the reader an idea of the 
singuhir effect of rocks^ tinted with 
most extraordinary hues, whose sum- 
mits present us with Nature in her 
most savage and romantic form, whilst 
their bases are worked out in all the 
symmetry and regularity of art, with 
colonnades and pediments, and ranges 
of corridors sculptured on the perpen- 
dicular surface. 

The short notice of Petra, by Pliny, 
is as follows :. " The Nabatsei inhabit 
a city called Petra, in a hollow some- 
what less than two miles in circum- 
ference, surrounded by inaccessible 
mountains, with a stream running 
through it. It is distant from the town 
of Qaza, on the coast, six hundred 
miles; and from the Persian Gulf one 
hundred and twenty-two.'* Book vi. c. 
28, Strabo says, '^ The capital of the 
Nabataei is called Petra; it lies in a spot 
which is in itself level and plain, but 
fortified all round with a barrier of 
rocks and precipices, within, furnished 
with springs of excellent quality for 
the supply of water and the irrigation 
of gardens ; without the circuit, the 
country is in a great measure desert, 
and especially towards Judea. Jericho 
is at the distance of three or four 
days." He adds, that one of the royal 
lineage always resided at Petra, and 
had a sort of counsellor attached to 
him who was entitled his brother ; he 
describes their laws and customs. 

It will be seen that these two an- 
cient geographers, in characterising 
the position of the city, not only agree 
with one another, but are sufficiently 
correct in their statements ; though, 
strictly speaking, the situation can 
neither be called a valley with Pliny, 
nor a plain with Strabo ; yet it is cer- 
tainly both low in position and level 
in surface, when compared with the 
crags and precipiees that surround it. 
It is an area in the bosom of a moun- 
tain, swellhig into mounds and inter- 
sected with gullies ; but the whole 
ground is of such a nature as may 
be conveniently built upon, and has 
neither ascent nor descent inconve- 
nientlysteep. Within the actual circuit 
of the city there are two mouuds, 
which seem to have been entirely 



covered with buildings, being still 
strewed over with a prodigious quantity 
of loose stones, tiles, and fragments of 
ancient ware, of a very Hght and deli- 
cate fabric. The bed of the river, 
taking its course to tlie N.W., flows 
between these two spots; the water 
has now sunk beneath the surface, and 
perhaps creeps through the rubbish 
which ages have accumulated in its 
bed ; great part of it seems to have 
been arched over in the same manner 
as the stream at Philadelphia. Some 
of the principal edifices seem to have 
been on the low ground at the left 
bank of the stream. The first, to the 
N.W. from the theatre, was an arch- 
way of a very florid architecture, with 
pilasters, having panels enriched with 
foliage, in the manner of Palmyra : 
the whole is much ruined. This arch 
was the introduction to a great pile of 
building, standing nearly at right angles 
to it. The building had a door on one 
side ; on the three others, it was deco- 
rated with a frieze of triglyphs, and 
large flowers in the metopes. Beams 
of wood are let in, at intervals, be- 
tween the courses of the masonry, and 
continue, to this day, a strong proof 
of the dryness of the climate. The 
front had a portico of four columns; 
This part is much fallen into ruins. 
The interior of the edifice was divided 
into three parallel chambers, and there 
seem to have been several stories. 
This interior arrangement made us 
suspect that it was not a temple, but 
rather a palace or some private edifice. 
Whatever may have been its nature, 
it seems to have been intended for the 
same purpose as the ruined building 
at **Bait-el-Carm," which weafterwards 
saw from our camp above Dibdebar, 
and which is the only considerable 
work of masonry existing at Peti*a. 
Upon the summit of the other mound 
there is a mass of ruins of some soli- 
dity, but no very definite shape. The 
Nubian geographer says that the 
houses of Petra were excavated in the 
rock ; now, that this was not univer- 
sally true is evident, from the great 
quantity of stones employed for the 
lesser kind of edifices, which are scat- 
tered over the whole site ; but it is 



CllAP. VIII.] 



PETRA AND THE DEAD SEA. 



131 



also true, that there are grottoes in 
great numbers, which were certainly 
not sepulchral, especially near tlie 
palace ; there is one in particular which 
presents a front of four windows, with 
a large and lofty door-way in the centre. 
In the interior, one chamber of about 
60 ft. in length, and of a breadth pro- 
portioned, extends across three of the 
windows and the door ; at the lower 
end, the fourth window seems allotted 
to a very small sleeping chamber, 
which is not brought down to the level 
of the floor of the great apartment, 
but has a chamber below it of the 
same size, receiving no light but from 
tlie entrance. This, which seems the 
most important of all the excavated 
residences, has no ornament whatever 
on the exterior; and the same observ- 
ation applies to all the other excava- 
tions of this nature. The access to 
this house is by a shelf gained out of 
the side of the mountain ;* other in- 
ferior habitations open upon it, and 
more pnxticularly an oven, and some 
cisterns. These antique dwellings are 
close to an angle of the mountain, 
where the bed of the stream, after 
liaviug traversed the city, passes again 
into a narrow defile, along steep sides 
of which a sort of excavated suburb is 
continued, of very small and mean 
chambers, set one above another, with- 
out much regularity, like so many 
pigeon-holes in the rock, with flights 
of steps or narrow inclined planes 
leading up to them. The main wall 
and ceiling only of some were in the 
solid rock ; the fronts and partitions 
being built of very indifferent masonry 
with cement. 

Following this defile farther down, 
the river re-appears, flowiug with con^ 
siderable rapidity. Though the water 
is plentiful, it is with difficulty that its 
course can be followed, from the luxu- 
riance of the shrubs that surround it, 
obstructing every track. Besides the 
oleander, which is conunon to all the 
water-courses in the country, one may 
recognise among the phmts which 
choke this valley, some whlcli are 

* '* He that heweth him out a sepulchre on 
high, and that graveth an habitation for him- 
sell in a rock." Isaiah, xxii. Id. 



probably the descendants of those that 
adorned the gardens and supplied the 
market of the capital of Arabia ; the 
carob, fig, mulberry, vine, and pome- 
granate line the river side; a very 
beautiful species of aloe also grows in 
this valley,bearingaflower of an orange 
hue, shaded to scarlet ; in some in- 
stances it had upwards of one hundred 
blossoms in a bunch. 

Amongst the niches for votive offer- 
ings in the mountain's side, some of 
which are cut to the height of 30 ft., 
are pyramids and obelisks; and in one 
instance there is an altar between two 
palm trees. The position of the theatre 
has been mentioned ; it is the first 
object which presents itself to the 
traveller on entering Petra from the 
eastward. It is entirely hewn out of 
the rock ; the diameter of the podium 
is 120 ft., the number of seats thirty- 
three, and of the cunii three. There 
waa no break, and consequently no 
vomitories. The scene, unfortunately, 
was built, and not excavated ; the 
whole is fallen, and the bases of four 
columns only i*einain on its interior 
face. The theatre is surrounded by 
sepulchres ; every avenue leading to 
it is full of them, and one may safely 
say, that a hundred of those of the 
largest dimensions are visible from it; 
indeed, throughout almost every quar- 
ter of this metropolis, the depositories 
of the dead must have presented them- 
selves constantly to the eyes of the 
inhabitants, and have almost out- 
numbered the habitations of the living. 
There is a long Une of them not far 
from the theatre, at such an angle as 
not to be comprehended in the view 
from it, but fonning a principal object 
from the city itself. 

The largest of the sepulchres had 
originally tliree stories,, of which the 
lowest presented four portals^ with 
large columns set between them ; and 
the seoond and third, a row of eigb 
teen Ionic columns each, attached U 
the fa9ade. The rock being insufii-^ 
cient lor the total elevation, a part of 
the story was grafted on in masonry, 
and is for the most part fallen away. 
The four portals of the basement open 
into as many chambers, very dissuiu- 

k2 
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lar, both in d'lBtribuiioii and arrange- 
menta, but all sepulchral, and without 
any communication with each other. 
In one were three recesses, which seem 
to have been ornamented with marble, 
or some other extraneous material. 
Almost contiguous to this extensive 
front, is another somewhat smaller but 
equally rich, the design of which has 
a great analogy, especially in the cir- 
cumstance of die half pediment and 
the circular lantern in the centre, to 
the beautiful temple of the eastern 
approach. Though a general symme- 
try pervades this piece of architecture, 
yet there are irregularities observable 
in its doors and windows, which may 
be explained by the circumstance of 
their opening into apartments no way 
connected with each other, and in- 
tended apparently for different fami- 
lies. A little further to the S.E., an 
area is gained upon the slope of the 
fountain by excavating it, so as to 
form three sides of a square. Two of 
these have been formed into Doric 
porticoes. The third, which is the 
loftiest, being that which abuts against 
the body of the mountain, is occupied 
by a lofty front, decorated with four 
columns of the same order, but with- 
out triglyphs. A pediment surmounts 
the frieze, supporting an urn, in all 
-respects similiur to that on the temple 
at the eastern approach. A doorway 
-with a window over it, fills the centre, 
and there are three windows in the 
attic, the centre one of which exhibits 
two half-length figures in basso-relievo. 
In the approach to this tomb there 
were arched substructions of great 
extent, now fallen into ruins. It is 
surprising to reflect that monuments 
of so vast a scale should be executed 
subsequent to the Roman conquest, 
since after that period we can look 
upon them as no more than the tombs 
of private individuals. It is difficult 
to conceive whence should come so 
much wealth, and such a taste for 
magnificence after the country had 
lost its independence. It is possible, 
however, that a trade by the Red Sea 
with India, or even the caravan trade 
with the spice country, may have im- 
ported such riches into the place, as 



to give the inhabitants the same fond- 
ness for ostentation and ornament as 
at Palmyra, which owed its wealth to 
the same source. Yet to consider a 
mausoleum of upwards of 70 or 80 
feet high, with lateral porticoes, and 
flights of terraces upon arched woric 
leading up to it, as insulting from the 
vanity of some obscure individual in a 
remote comer of the Roman Empire, 
has something in it surprising and 
almost unaccountable. Tne interior 
consisted of one large and lofty cham. 
her, having six recesses, with grooves 
in tiiem at the further end. 

On the establishment of Christi- 
anity these six recesses have been con- 
verted into three, for the reception of 
the altars, and the whole apartment 
has been made to serve as a church. 
The fastenings for the tapestry and 
pictures are still visible in all the walls, 
and near an angle is an inscription in 
red paint, recording the date of conse- 
cration. These were the only vestiges 
of a Christian establishment that we 
were enabled to discover throughout 
the remains of Petra, though it was a 
metropolitan see. 

Diodorus Siculus has a long account 
of the expedition sent by Antigonus 
against the Nabataei. He mentions 
that their riches were very great in 
gold and spices, and that such of them 
as were feeble and infirm were left at 
Petra, which he calls afterwards s 
place of prodigious natural strength, 
but without any walls ; and distant 
two days' journey from any inhabited 
place. In the second expedition, it is 
said there was but one way of access 
to it, which was artificial. The lofti- 
ness of the post is afterwards men- 
tioned. It is difficult to apply this 
description to Wady Mousa. Upon 
some of the high points of rock that 
rise about the skirts of tli^ city, and 
tower above them, the remains of 
walled forts are visible from below ; 
and as it is probable there was an 
acropoUs, it must be looked for in 
some of these. 

Two days were spent upon these 
ruins, from day-break . until dusk, and 
yet it will be evident from what has 
been said, that this time was very in- 
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eufficient to complete an examinatioii 
of them. It was impossible to remain 
may longer, for although Abou Raschid 
attended personally with us the whole 
time, yet having forced us to decline 
in so abrupt a manner to visit Abou 
Zetonn, and having but few attendants, 
he was never at his ease^ and con- 
stantly urged ua to depart. On the 
first afternoon, we undertook the 
ascent to the little edifice, which is 
visible from all the country round, 
being upon the very highest and most 
rugged pinnacle of this range of moun^ 
tain, and is called **ihe Tomb of 
Aaron." The Tomb of Moses has 
been so grosslv misplaced by the Mus- 
sufanen, who shew it half a day's jour- 
tiey beyond Jordan to the westward, 
that we might look with some suspi- 
cion at that assigned to his brother, 
were it not that Josephus expressly 
says of the place of his decease, that it 
was near Petra.* Comparing the 
name Jdoeera, as given by Moses, with 
Monsa, it seems that the monument 
and the ruins mutually authenticate 
each other. We had no doubt, diere. 
fore, that the height which we were 
going to ascend, is the Mount Hor of 
Scripture. The base of the highest 
pinnade of the mountain is a little re- 
moved from the skirts dT the city to 



* ** Take Aaron and Eleacar bis son, and 
faring th«m up unto Mount Hor. And Moses 
stripped Aaron of his gannents and put them 
upon Eleacar hb son. And Aaron died there 
on the top of the mount."— Numb. xx. 85, 28. 

^**And the children of Israel took their 

Jonney from Beeroth of the children of Jaa- 
kan, to Moeera : there Aaron died, and there 
ho was buried."— Deut. x. 6. 

**But after the army (that had so long 
mourned the dead sister of the general) were 
thus purified, he led them throu^ the desert, 
taito Arabia; and arriving in a place (wUdi 
the Arabians account for thdr metropolitan 
cilgr, fai timea past called Aiee, and at this 
present, Petra) which is environed with a 
taJl^ mountain, Aaron ascended the said 
mountain, and Moses showed Urn the place 
where he should yield up his soul unto God ; 
and in the sicht of all the army standing on a 
fa]^ place, he put off his stole, and gave it 
to nis son Eleaser, to whom, by ^dership, the 
succession appertained; and thus, in the 
ds^t of the people, he died in that very year 
wherein he loet his sister, on the one hundred 
and fliirly-thirdyear of his age, in tiie month 
of Angost.'*- vide Josephns*s Antiquities, 
book iv. cb. 4. 



the westward. We rode to its foot 
over a rugged and broken track, pass- 
ing in the way many sepulchres, simi- 
lar to those which have been described. 
A singular monument presents itself 
upon the left hand. Aji obtuse cone, 
produced by the coils of a spiral, 
stands on a vast square pedestal or 
altar, the whole bein^ cut out of one 
of the peaked sunmiits of the rock. 
Not &r from thence, dose to the way 
side, and within a niche^ is the same 
representation in relievo which we 
have described in speaking of the east. 
ern approach, the form of the recess 
which surrounds the altar rises into 
the figure of a sugar-loaf. Nowhere 
is the extraordinary colouring of these 
mountains more striking than in the 
road to the Tomb of Aaron, where the 
rock sometimes presented a deep, 
sometimes a paler blue^ and sometimes 
was streaked with red, or shaded off 
to lilac or purple; sometimes a salmon- 
colour was veined in waved lines and 
circles, with crimson and even scarlet, 
so as to resemble exactly the colour of 
raw meat In other places there are 
livid stripes of yellow or bright orange, 
and in some parts all the different 
colours were n^glBd side by side in 
parallel strata. There are portions 
also where the tints are paler, and 
some quite white, but these last seem 
to be soft, and not good for preserving 
the sculpture. It is this wonderful 
variety of colours observable through- 
out the whole range of mountains, that 
^ves to Petra one of its most character- 
istic beauties. The fii9ades of the tombs, 
admirably as they are sculptured, owe 
much of their imposing appearance to 
this infinite diversity of hues. 

We engaged an Arab shepherd as 
our guides and leavine Abou Raschid 
with our servants and horses, where 
the more difficult part of the ascent 
commences, we began to mount the 
track, which is extremely steep and 
toilsome, and affords but an indifferent 
footing. In most places the pilgrim 
must pick his way as he can, and 
frequently on his hands and knees. 
At the steepest points there are flights 
of rude steps, or inclined planes, con- 
structed of stones laid together, and 
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h«re and there are notches cut in the 
rock, to receive the foot ; the impres- 
sion of pilgrims' feet are scratched in 
the rock in many places, but without 
inscriptions. Much juniper grows on 
the mountain, almost to the very 
summit, and many flowering plants 
which we had not observed elsewhere : 
roost of them are thorny, and some 
are very beautiful. On the top there 
is an overhanging shelf in the ruck, 
which forms a sort of cavern ; here 
we found a skin of extremely bad 
water suspended, and a pallet of straw, 
with the pitcher, and the other poor 
utensils of the sheikh who resides here. 
He is a decrepit old man, who has 
lived in this place during the space of 
forty years, and occasionally encoun- 
ters the fatigue of descending and 
re-ascending the mountain. The tomb 
itself is inclosed in a small building, 
differing not at all in external form 
and appearance from those of Mahom- 
medau saints, common throughout 
every province of Turkey. It has pro- 
bably been re-built at no remote period ; 
some small columns are bedded in the 
walls, and fragments of granite and 
slabs of white marble are lying about 
The door is near the S. W. angle, within 
which is a tomb, with a pall thrown 
over it ; it is patched together out of 
fragments of stone and marble that 
have made part of other fabrics. Upon 
one of these are several short lines in 
the Hebrew character cut in a slovenly 
manner ; we had the copy which we 
made of them translated at Acre, and 
they proved to be merely the names of 
a Jew and his family who had scratched 
this record, as it is not probable that 
any professed Jew has visited the spot 
for ages past, perhaps not since the 
period of the Mahommedan conquest ; 
it may lay claim to some antiquity, 
and in any case is a curious appendage 
to the testimony of Josephus on this 
subject. There are rags and shreds of 
yarn, with glass beads and paras, left 
as votive offerings by the Arabs. Not 
far from the N.W. angle is a passage, 
descending by steps to a vault or grotto 
beneath, fur we were uncertain which 
of the two to call it. Tt is covered 
with so thick a coat of whitewash, that 



it is difficult to distinguish whether it 
is built or hollowed out ; but the whole 
is rude, ill-fashioned, and quite dark. 
The sheikh, who was not informed that 
we were Christians, a circumstance 
which our guide was not aware of, 
furnished us with a lump of butter. 
Towards the farther end of this dark 
vault lie the two corresponding leaves 
of an iron grating, wnich formerly 
prevented all nearer approach to the 
tomb of the prophet ; they have, how- 
ever, been thrown down, and we 
advanced so as to touch it ; it was 
covered by a ragged pall. We were 
obliged to descend bare-footed, and 
were not without some apprehension 
of treading on scorpions or other 
reptiles. 

The view from the summit of the 
edifice is very extensive in every direc- 
tion ; and although the eye rests upon 
few objects, which it can clearly dis- 
tinguisn, an excellent idea is obtained 
of the general face and features of the 
country. The chain of Idumean moun- 
tains, which form the western shore of 
the Dead Sea, seems to run on to the 
southward, though losmg considerably 
in their height ; they appear from this 
point of view barren and desolate. 
Below them is spread out a white 
sandy plain, seamed with the beds of 
occasional torrents, and presenting 
much the same features as the most 
desert parts of the Ghor. Where this 
desert expanse approaches the foot of 
Mount Hor, there arise out of it, like 
Islands, several lower peaks and ridges 
of a purple colour, probably composed 
of the same kind of sand- stone as that 
of Mount Hor itself, which, variegated 
as it is in its hues, presents in the dis- 
tance one uniform mass of dark purple. 
Towards the Egyptian side there is an 
expanse of country, without feature, 
the limits of which are lost in the dis- 
tance. The lofty district which we 
had quitted in our descent to Wady 
Mousa, shuts in the prospect on the 
S.E. side ; but there is no part of the 
landscape which the eye wanders over 
with more curiosity and delight tlian 
the crags of Mount Hor itself, which 
stand up on ever^ side in the most 
rugged and fantastic forms: sometixnes 
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strangely piled one on the other, and 
sometimes as strangely yawning in 
clefts of a frightful depth. In the 
midst of this chaos of rocks, there 
rises into sight one finished work, dis- 
tinguished hy profuseness of ornament, 
and richness of detail. It is the same 
which has been described as visible 
from other elevated points, but which 
we were never able to arrive at; it 
bears N.E. half N. from this spot, but 
the number and intricacy of the valleys 
and ravines, which we hoped might 
have led us to it, baffled all our 
attempts. No guide was to be found. 
iW'ith the assistance of the glass we 
made out the fa9ade to be larger to all 
appearance than that of the temple at 
ihe eastern apl^roach, and nowise infe- 
rior to it in richness and beauty. It 
is hewn out of the rock, and seemed to 
]be composed of two tiers of columns, 
of which the upper range is Ionic ; the 
centre is crowned with a vase of a gip 
gantie proportion. The whole appeared 
to be m a high state of preservation; 
it may perhaps be an ornament to the 
northern approach to the city, simi- 
larly situated to that on the eastern 
side. Petra is intercepted and con- 
cealed by the prominences -of the 
mountains. An artist who would study 
rock scenery in all its wildest and most 
extravagant forms, and in colours, 
which, to one who has not seen them, 
could scarcely be supposed natural, 
would find himself rewarded should he 
resort to Mount Hor for that sole 
purpose. 

We had emploved just one hour in 
the ascent, and found that our return 
to the pU^ where we had left our 
horses occupied the same time. As 
the day was closing, we wdre recon- 
ducted by Abou RiuAshid close to the 
palace, and from thence proceeding in 
a N.E. direction quitted the ruins. On 
leaving Petra the track rises consider- 
ably, and is slippery and dangerous. 
Our attention was particularly excited 
by remarking with how much care the 
scanty soil DfA. been banked up into 
terraces, and disposed into fields and 
gardens. Every nook that could fur- 
nidi room for a single plant is turned 
to account, proving that Strabo was 



not mistaken in speaking of the horti- 
cultural advantages of this city, of 
which the inhabitants seem to have 
made the most. At present, the bar- 
ren state of tiie country, together with 
the desolate condition of the city, with- 
out a single human being living near 
it, seem strongly to verify the judgment 
denounced against it.* It appeared 
to have been our chiers intention to 
have carried us for the night to some 
camp at a greater distance. However, 
it so happened that we had scarcely 
quitted the district of the tombs, when 
we passed near a small camp, consist- 
ing of a few tents only. Two men 
rushing out from them with impetu- 
osity seized our bridles, and carried us 
by main force to lodge with them. 
Before we could dismount they had 
contrived to loose the com bags from 
behind our saddles, and were fighting 
with one another, disputing who should 
fill them. The contest was so much 
in earnest that the most elderly of the 
persons engaged was thrown down, 
and the com bags which he had se- 
cured, snatched from him by force.^ 
It will hardly be credited that the 
object of. so much contention was the 
furnishing necessaries from their own 
stock gratuitously, to persons whom 
they had never seen before. A sheep 
was slain, and we supped in the usual 
style, ^hus finished our first day's 
visit to the ruins of Petra. 

Little more than a general survey 
had been taken, and that imperfectly. 
When we proposed returning, the 
principal objections that were started, 
were the difficulty of finding provisions 
for ourselves, and provender for our 
horses: this, however, was remedied by 
the purchase of a sheep on our part, 
together with whatever else was neces- 
sary for the ensuing day. It will appear 
strange to those who have had no expe- 
rience in Arabian manners, that the 
same people who had fought with one 
another a few hours before, for the pri- 
vilege of providing what we wanted at 
their own expense, from the moment 
that payment was talked of, and money 

* " Edom shall be a desolation." Jere- 
miah, xlix, 87. See also Ezekiel, xxxr. and 
zzzvl. 
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shown to them, became greedy and 
imposing to the highest degree, and 
resorted to eyery method of extortion 
that they could devise. This is, how- 
ever, entirely in accordance with the 
Arab character. Generous, and prone 
to hospitality at first, and as long as 
there is no talk or appearance of a 
recompense, but from the moment it 
is discovered that anything can be got, 
they not only lose sight of liberality, 
but even of common honesty, and a 
scene of fraud, double-dealing, and ex- 
tortion begins $ so that, in fact, a poor 
man may pass better, and upon a more 
friendly footing, than a rich one. The 
result of the second day's operation 
has been thrown into the preceding 
description of Petra. We remained 
there till nighf, and took our last fare- 
well with reluctance, leaving unex- 
plored the great temple which we had 
seen from Mount Hor, tiie areh thrown 
over the chasm of the eastern entrance, 
the obelisk on one of the commanding 
heights, many of < the ravines and val- 
leys in the entrances of whidi were 
tombs, and which seemed especially 
worthy of examination, the insuUited 
and conical mount with steps, the 
height which we supposed to have been 
the acropolis ; and in short, enough to 
have employed us four days more at 
least, but we could not obtam a further 
extension of the time allotted. «We re- 
turned to the same camp where we 
had passed the previous nieht. 

There were great apprmiensions of 
robbers carrying off our horses in the 
dark. It was said they would probably 
be the Annasee Arabs, who are con- 
tinually lurking about in the neigh- 
bourhood ; and it was reported in the 
morning that two fellows had been 
seen, but as persons were on the watch, 
they made no attempt to seize itke 
horses. 

May 26.— At day-break we quitted 
the camp and proceeded towurds Sho- 
bek. The weather throughout the day 
was excessively cold. An European 
would find it difficult to believe, that 
on the 26th of May, in a latitude more 
southern than the Delta of Egypt, and 
with a wind from the westward, we 
^ould have suffered great inoonve-[ 



nience firom cold. The very elevated 
situation we were on was in some 
measure the cause of this, but does not 
seem quite to account for it. The ffusts 
were so violent, and the cold so bitter, 
that our people halted in the middle of 
their route for the purpose of Idndling 
a fire. Arriving at Abou Raschid's 
camp, no impatience was expressed at 
our delay. Here we were joined by 
Sheikh Yousouf and Sahlem ; and 
takinff leave of Abou Raschid, who 
sent his mace-b^irer with his iron 
mace, to ensure for us the same recep- 
tion as if he was himself of our com- 
pany, we proceeded to Shobek. We 
gave our intrepid friend four hundred 
piastres, and Mr. Legh presented him 
with a brass blunderbuss, having a 
spring bayonet, with which he was 
much pleased. He kissed us all at 
parting. 

May 27. — In the morning we 
quitted Shobek. On our route this day^ 
we passed a swarm of locusts that 
were resting themselves in a gully. 
They were in sufficient numbers to 
alter the appearance of the rock on 
which they had alighted, and to make 
a sort of cracking noise while eating, 
which we heard before we reached 
them(Volney compares it to the forag- 
ing of an army). Our conductors 
told us they were on their way to 
Gaza, and that they pass almost annu- 
ally. In the evening we arrived at 
Ipseyra, sometimes <»lled Bsaida ; il 
is a miserable village, and the people 
a fSuoatical and surly set. We here met 
the man who had conducted Sheikh 
Ibrahim to Wady Mousa, as old You- 
souf would not attend him farther 
than this pbu». He told us that 
Burckhardt made a very hasty survey 
of the ruins. 

May 28.— .We went to the tents ot 
Sheikh Sahlem, passioff on our way 
the village of Tii^yle, and several others 
in the district of Djebal; most of them 
venr picturesquelv situated. 

May 29. — In the morning we took 
our leave of Sheikh Sahlem. On our 
road we passed several shepherds' 
boys, who were playing on double pipes 
simihff to some of those represented 
in the tombs of Egypt. We aescended 
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into the Wadj El Ahsa, and bathed 
in the hot spring, which tlie Arabs call 
the ba^ of Solomon the son of David. 
Grossing the deep ravine and river EU 
Ahsa, we entered into the district of 
Kerek. El- Ahsa is probably the Zared 
of Scripture, the boundary oi theEdom- 
itee and Moabites. On our ascent 
from tiie valley of the El-Ahsa, which 
occupied two hours, we killed, by the 
road side, a black scorpion, at least 
four inches long. About noon we 
reached a camp l^long^ng to the father 
of Old Yonsouf 's bride. He Is the 
sheikh of a village called Khanzyre, 
less than a mile &om the camp. The 
next day we proceeded to Kerek. As 
we entered YousouTs quarters, the 
tiuroats of three kids ranged in a line 
were cut before us, to celebrate our 
return. The people were employed 
bringing in the harvest. We found 
the iSiefldi's house very full of Anna- 
see Arabs, who were come with their 
camels from the eastward to procure 
com. They had brought a mare as a 

E resent to old Yousouf, who had not of 
kte been on good terms with their 
tribe. He gave, in his turp, six camel 
loads of wheat and six of barley, a 
sword of value, and a benish for the 
chief. The wife of the sheikh's brother 
was apparently dying of a fever, in a 
little room which opened into the 
court, and which was thronged to 
excess. She was lying on the floor 
speechless, and round her were women 
and girls, some squatting, and others 
leaninff over her, so tmck toother 
that wey could not move without 
treading on one another, or on the sick 
person, who was hardly visible from 
the numbers that surrounded her. 
The whole multitude were uttering the 
most piercing and piteous cries, nearly 
the same as at a funeral. Old Yousom 
and another male of the family were 
seated in silence at the lower end of 
the room towards the door. At our 
particular request, the troop of mourup 
en were expelled, and the woman left 
quiet. Knowing of no other remedy, 
and hearinff that she was weak from 
fasting, Mwiommed, the soldier, pre- 
seribM chicken broth, upon taking 
which she recovered surprisingly. 



To the S. W. of the castle of Kerek. 
about a mile distant, is a spring, the 
name of which ia a memorial of the 
occupation of this country by the 
crusaders; it is called Ain-el-Frangee, 
or the Franks' Fountain. 

June l.-*In the forenoon we set 
out on a journey for the purpose of 
examining the southern extremity of 
the Dead Sea, under the guidance of 
an old man of the family of Yousouf 
Magella, who made us pay him 30 
piastres, under the pretence that an 
escort of three was necessary, at 10 
piastres each. We left the town by a 
more easy descent than that by which 
we first arrived. At the bottom we 
fell in with a small caravan of horses 
and mules, who were setting out for 
Hebron and Jerusalem. We pursued 
the same road by which we had arrived 
at Kerek from Hebron. A spot was 
pointed out to us by Soliman as the 
scene, many years before, of the 
slaughter of 80 men of Kerek. We 
could not learn the story very dis- 
tinctly, but it seemed to be the result 
of a civil war amongst them. It was 
not fax from where we had ourselves 
been accosted by the armed men, whom 
we had supposed robbers, and certainly 
a fitter place for an attack of thieves 
could not easily be found. We had 
previously passed many camps ; in 
one of these we were desired to observe 
a very large herd of cattle collected, 
which we were informed was a spoil 
just brought in from the Haouran, 
near DjetMiUEl-Druze^ where they had 
been stolen by some men in Ismayel's 
employ. 

As soon as we came to' the pass, 
which commands an extensive pros- 
pect of the Dead Sea, we could observe 
the effect of the evaporation arising 
from it, in broad transparent columns 
of vapour, not unlike water-spouts in 
appearance, but very much larger. 
We did not deviate at all from our old 
route, as far as the brook Dara ; here 
the little Hebron caravan halted for a 
few hours. They implored us in the 
most earnest manner, as we valued 
their safety, not to mehtion in the hiits 
of the Ghomeys below, that we had 
seen them, as it would infallibly lead 
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to their being assaulted and robbed ; 
adding, that so small a company could 
seldom pass that way witli safety. 
From this point we began to take a 
new course, making a pretty direct 
descent towards the plain of the Ghor. 
An open grove of the acacia and doom- 
tree was thinly sprinkled on the first 
portion of our way ; of tliese a great 
number were apparently either dead 
or dying, from what cause we did not 
learn, possibly their foliage had been 
stripp^ by locusts. All this tract 
might be irrigated, for it would be 
easy to dam up the brook, and conduct 
it in almost every direction. Probably 
it was so at a former period, for the 
divisions of fields, and even Uie marks 
of furrows, are to be seen ; and some 
^ins, like those of cottages, or of a 
small hamlet Lower down there is, 
very clearly, an ancient site ; stones 
that have been used in building, though 
for the most paii; unhewn, are strewed 
over a great surface of uneven ground, 
and mixed both with bricks and pot- 
tery. This appearance continues with- 
out interruption, for the space of at 
least half a mile, quite down to the 
plain, so that it would seem to have 
been a place of considerable extent. 
We noticed one colunm, and we found 
a pretty specimen of antique, varie- 
gated glass ; it nuiy possibly be the 
site of the ancient Zoar. Near these 
remains the Dara opens from its glen 
into the plain to the northward, by a 
nook, where there is a wall of rude 
brick, with an arched door-way, which^ 
as it seemed not to promise much, we 
did not examine. 

The brook so far fertilizes this part 
of the plain, that it is scattered over 
with thickets of the acacia and doom- 
plant; we observed another shrub also, 
the branches of which have an inclina- 
tion downwards, and are of a dull 
green, with little or no foliage; it 
bears a fruit about the size of an 
almond in its green husk, and not very 
dissimilar in colour, but having several 
seams or ribs like tixose on the fruit of 
the green pippin. When it ripens, the 
skin retains ito roughness without, but 
becomes soft and juicy like a green- 
gage, and has a degree of sweetness 



mixed with a strong bitter; by cul- 
ture it might perhaps be improved and 
rendered an agreeable fruit; some said 
it was eatable, but others asserted that 
it was poisonous, and that children 
were frequently disordered, or even 
died, after eating it ; there is a stone 
within it, and the smell is sickly and 
disagreeable. The hare and the par- 
tridge of the desert abound through- 
out this thicket, portions of which are 
cleared and cultivated. In the very 
heart of it, not visible in any direction 
beyond a few yards, unless by the 
smoke issuing from it, is the village of 
the 'Ghomeys, who are by profession 
Mahommedans, but are looked on by 
the faithful as little better than abso- 
lute infidels, as they seldom, if ever, 
exercise the forms of their religion. 
They hire themselves out as herds- 
men and shepherds, and are notorious 
robbers. Their abode lias more the 
appearance of a village in India or the 
South Seas, than of any we have seen 
in these regions. The weather being 
now excessively hot, the people were 
nearly naked ; the children quite so. 
We were well received and few ques- 
tions asked of us, but our guide shewed 
great mistrust of our hosts, laying all 
our goods together close to our heads, 
where we lay down to sleep. 

June2, — ^On the first dawn we left our 
guide, who wished to purchase tobacco 
to take to Kerek, and turning rathec 
to the eastward of north, made our 
way through the thicket towards the 
sea-beach. We were here surprised 
to see, for the first time, the oskar 
plant grown to the stature of a tree, 
its trunk measuring, in many instances, 
2 ft. or more in circumference, and 
the boughs at least 15 ft in length, a 
size which far exceeded any we saw 
in Nubia ; the fruit also was larger 
and in greater quantity. There is 
very little doubt of this being the fruit 
of tiie Dead Sea so often noticed by 
the anciento as appearing juicy and 
delicious to the eye, while withm it is 
hollow, or filled with something grating 
and disagreeable in the mouth. The 
natives make use of the filaments, 
which are inclosed in it, and which 
somewhat resemble the down of a 
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thistle, as a stuffing for their cushions; 
and they likewise twist them into 
matches for their guns, which they 
assured us required no application of 
sulphur to render them comhustible. 
Nearer the sea, the vegetation consists 
principally of the tamarisk and cane, 
so high and so thickly set, as to render 
many parts wholly impassable. The 
rotten and marshy ground, formed 
probably by the stagnation of depo- 
sited water, during the winter season 
especially, renders the passage very 
difficult. The foliage has a salt dew 
hanging upon it, which causes on the 
band the same greasy sensation and 
appearance that is produced by dip- 
ping it in the sea itself.* We saw 
frequent tracks of the wild boar. 

A narrow, pebbly beach separates 
the jungle from the sea ; it is very 
hard and firm to the tread, and con- 
tinues so along the edge of the water, 
;which here turns westward, and forms 
a bay. As the land lies lower here 
than in other places, the water en- 
croaches more or less on the shore 
according to the season ; the highest 
point wEich it ever reaehes being 
marked by an extensive deposit of 
timber of all sizes. It dries off into 
shallows and small pools, which in the 
end deposit a salt as -fine and as well 
bleached, in some instances, as that 
in regular salt pans. The western 
horn of this bay is formed by a sharp 
promontory, projecting forward into 
the sea, in a direction nearly from 
south to norUi; that is to say, such is 
the relative bearing of the extremities 
— for between them there is a con^ 
siderable concavity in the line of shore 
where the salt water stagnates and 
evaporates. We found several per- 
sons engaged in peeling off a solid 
surface of salt, several inches in thick- 
ness ; they were collecting it and 
loading it on asses. Towards the 

• In the PhO. Trans. Vol. xcviL, p. 268, 
Dr. Marcet gives the following analyais of the 
water of the Dead Sea : 

Muriate of Lime . . 3.930 

„ Magnesia . . 10.246 

Soda . . . 10.860 



Snlpbate of Lime 



0.054 
24.580 



same part the ground is treacherous 
and deep, and only glazed over with a 
thin crust, not unlike the sediment of 
mud which the Nile, in some parts, 
leaves on its shores. The promon- 
tory is not entirely of high land ; a 
steep, white ridge runs, like a spine, 
down the centre, presenting steep, 
sloping sides, seamed and furrowed 
into deep hollows by the rains, and 
terminating at the summit in sharp, 
triangular points, standing up lik.e 
rows of tents ranged one above an- 
other ; the whole is of a substance 
apparently partaking of the nature of 
soft and broken chalk and slate, and 
is wholly unproductive of vegetation* 
The height of the ridge varies from 10 
to 30 ft., becoming gradually lower 
towards its northern extremity. At 
its foot, all round, is a considerable 
margin of sand, which varies in length 
and breadth according to the season, 
being much narrower in summer than 
it is in winter, when, in rough weather, 
at least, it is probable that the waves 
almost wash the base of the cliff. At 
the northernmost point of the cape 
some rotten branches are standing up, 
so encrusted with salt deposited upon 
them by the spray, or the evaporation, 
that they have the appearance of 
straight branches of fine white coraL 
The total length of this promontory, 
or horn of the bay, may be about four 
miles, computed from the fact, that we 
employed an hour and twelve minutes 
in ricUng along it at a walking pace. 
Following the line of coast round the 
angle, the same cliff presents an oppo- 
site face of similar appearance and 
equal height, running two miles in a 
direction S.W. by S. Here we first 
collected lumps of nitre add fine sul- 
phur, from the size of a nutmeg to 
that of a small hen's egg : it was 
evident from their situation that they 
must have been brought down by the 
rain, and that their great deposit must 
be sought for in the cliff. * It is pro- 
bable that persons come to collect 
these substances ; at least, it was the 
only mode that occurred to us of ac- 
counting for the numerous prints of 

* ** The whole land thereof ia brimstone and 
salt." Deut. xxix. 23. 
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human footsteps which we saw here, 
and those of asses somewhat farther 
on ; for this place does not fall into 
any ordinary line of communication. 
We quitted the foot of the cliffy where 
the sand is in some places deep and 
distressing to the horse, and followed 
the edge of the heach, which diverges 
from Sie cliff to the S.W. As the 
water subsides— which, being always 
shallow towards the strait, retires 
rjipidly in this part — a very consider- 
able level is left, which* is enomsted 
with a salt that is but half dried and 
consolidated, appearing like ice at the 
commencement of a thaw. All this 
space is soft, and gives way nearly up 
to the ankle when it is trodden on. 
We reached the narrowest part of the 
channel of communication between 
the sea and the back-water (which we 
have called the strait) in just two 
hours after leaving the foot of the 
cliff, our direction having been about 
S.W. The strait is formed by a low 
promontory projecting from the oppo- 
site or western shore. Just as we 
arrived at the narrowest part, where 
the ford is indicated by boughs of 
trees, we observed the small caravan 
from Kerek landing on the opposite 
side; and as we could discern the 
species of animal, as well as the people 
on their backs, we all agreed in esti- 
mating the distance about a mile. 
The depth of the water cannot be 
great, as the asses of the caravan were 
able to pass the ford. We searched 
for the shells mentioned by Seetzen, 
as proving that there are living crea- 
tures in the lake, but fbund none, ex- 
cepting snail shells, and a small spiral 
species, which we invariably found to 
be without any fish, and having no 
appearance of having had any for a 
long time. Dead locusts were found 
in very great numbers; they had 
not become putrid, nor had they 
any smelly as is the case when they 
are cast up by any other sea ; they 
were completely penetrated and in- 
crusted with siUt, and had lost their 
colour. The sight of such a multitude 
of carcasses of creatures who had 
perished in passins over these waters, 
might seem to lend some countenance 



to the account of the ancients, ''that 
no living thing could attempt the pas- 
sage over it with impunity,'' were this 
not a spectacle sufficiently commoB 
upon other shores, as in Sicily, and 
about El-Arish ; and we had another 
still better proof to the contrary; first, 
in a pair of Egyptian geese, and after- 
wards in a flight of pigeons^ whidi 
passed over the sea. It is, however, 
remarkable how few living things, such 
as birds,' insects, or reptiles, are to 
be seen on this lake ; the want of 
vegetable matter and of fresh water is 
probablv the reason. 

Leavmg the narrowest part of the 
strait, we followed it to its southern 
extremity, where it opens into the 
back-water, and passed along the shore 
of the back-water itself to some dis- 
tance. The high vuter-mark was at 
this season a mile distant from the 
water's edge. We were told that this 
back-water never entirely dries up^ 
and that the ford is not at any season 
impassable. 

Having returned from the edge of 
the back-water we ascended the cUff, 
whidi is steep but practicable, and 
gained a broad table-land on its top, 
where we fell in with the track of 
those who had passed from Kerek to 
the ford. In two hours we reached 
the banks of the Dara, where we found 
our guide. Late in the evening we 
arrived at some tents, where Sheikh 
Yousouf was encamped. We found 
here a man from Szalt, and two men 
from Herak in the Haouran, near the 
Druze country, who had come to re- 
claim tiie cattie stolen from them by 
Isnutyel's people. In the morning we 
removed to Ismayel's tents, when the 
cause of the stranger was pleaded, but 
it was before a most partial and intert* 
ested tribunal, for Yousouf was the 
accused as well as the judge and 
arbitrator. He decided accorainriy; 
offering, at the utmost, to restore half 
the number that had been stolen. He 
accused them of having been, in some 
shape, the aggressors, but explained 
himself so little, that we did not learn 
what provocation he alluded to ; there 
was much arguing and prevarication. 
We were surprised to nnd, that two 
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places lying so yery wide of each other, 
should have any such disputes to set- 
tle. Towards noon we returned to 
Kerek. 

June 5. — In the afternoon we pro- 
ceeded on our journey to the north- 
wadrd, accompanied by Sheikhs Yousouf 
and Ismayel, Daoud, his nephew, 
and the Wo men of Herak, together 
with the man from Szalt. We passed 
over a fine countryt ^hU, and higher 
than Kereky keeping in a N.N.E. 
direction; the reapers were at work, 
and the com was luxuriant in all di^ 
sections. Several sites which we 
passed proved that the population of 
this country was formerly proper- 
tioned to its natural fertility. In about 
two hours we reached Rabba, formerly 
Babbath Moab, afterwards Areopolis; 
the ruins are situated on an eminence, 
and present nothing of interest, except 
two old ruined Roman temples, and 
some tanks. The whole circuit of the 
town does not seem to have exceeded 
a mile, which is a small extent for a 
city that was the capital of Moab, and 
which bore such a high sounding Greek 
name. We were surprised not to find 
any traces of walls about it. We 
passed the night at a camp near the 
ruins ; it is the only Christian camp 
we have ever been in ; they told us 
there were altogether five encamp- 
ments of Christians. They were poor 
people, but connected with families in 
kerek ; occasionally they take their 
turn in the town, and send others to 
take theirs in the camp. A deep gully 
behind their tents led to the Dead Sea. 
This evening, about sun-set, we were 
deceived by a dark shade on the sea, 
which assumed so exactly the appear- 
ance of an island, that we entertained 
no doubt regarding it, even after look- 
ing through a telescope. It is not the 
only time that such a phenomenon has 
presented itself to us; in two instances, 
looking up the sea from its southern 
extremity, we saw it apparently closed 
by a low, dark line, like a bar of sand 
to the northward ; and, on a third oc- 
casion, two small islands seemed to 
present themselves between a long 
sharp promontory and the western 
shore. We were unable to account for 



these appearances, but felt little doubt 
that they are the same that deceived 
Mr. Seetzen inte the supposition that 
he had discovered an island of some 
extent, which we have had opportunity 
of ascertaining, beyond all doubt, does 
not exist. It is not absolutely impos. 
sible, however, that he may have seen 
one of those temporary islands of bi- 
tumen, which Pliny describes as being 
several acres in extent, and from 
which, he adds, the Egyptians drew 
their store of resinous matter for 
embalming their mummies. 

June 6. — ^This morning we visited 
the ruins of Beit-Kerm, distant from 
Rabba about one mile and a half to 
the north. The principal feature of 
them is a great building, evidently 
Roman, resembline that which we took 
to have been a palace at Petra ; per- 
haps this is the temple of Atargatis,at 
Carnaim, as it is <»illed in 1 Macca- 
bees, V. 43 ; or Camion, b. 2, xii. 26. 
A great number of tanks prove that 
it was once a populous place. There 
were four camps near the ruins ; we 
lodged in one ; the men of Herak re- 
newed their discussions and remon- 
strances with Yousouf, for having re- 
turned to them but forty head of their 
cattle. These were driven along the 
same road by which we travelled, and 
the drivers generally halted when we 
did. Two hours and a half north from 
Beit-Kerm there is a slight eminence, 
which forms a conspicuous object from 
all the country round, and is called 
« Sheikh Harn." 

June 7. — During this day we visited 
several elevated heights, each com- 
manding very fine views of the Dead 
Sea, comprehending the back-water at 
one end, and the Plains of Jericho at 
the otlier. Jerusalem and the Frank 
Mount were also discernible, and from 
the different bearings which we made, 
we clearly ascertained, that the length 
of the lake Asphaltes, including the 
back-water, does not exceed thirty 
miles at the utmost, though the an- 
cients have assigned to it a length of 
from seventy-five to eighty miles. 
From the first height the bearings 
were as follows : Jerusalem, N. W. 
\ N.; Frank Mount, N. W. ^ W.; 
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Jericho, N. by W.; east end of the 
back-water, S. W. by S. From the 
second height, Sheikh Ham, £. ^ S. ; 
the first-mentioned hill, N. N. £.| £ ; 
the Strait leading to the back-water, 
W. S. W. J W.; the village of the 
Ghomeys, S. W. by W. J W. ; the 
hollow of the bay, W. S. W. J W. ; 
Jericho, N. J W. ; the extremity of 
the back-water, S. W. J S. 

On reaching the tents we found the 
men of Herak out of all patience at 
Yousoufs injustice in making so little 
retribution; they called us aside to 
assure us that he was no better than 
a robber, and hoped that we would 
publish and confirm their complaints at 
Damascus. ** We will drag him," said 
they, " by the beard to Mezeereeb." 
But it would be no easy task to force 
the lord of Kerek out of his district. 

June 8.— rWe proceeded to the north- 
ward, and in about two hours arrived 
upon the brink of the Wady Modjeb^ 
the ancient Arnon ; on looking down, 
it has more the appearance of a preci- 
pice than a road, and, although the 
Roman way coincides with the modern 
track, yery near to the brink, and 
again about half way down it, it must 
have been formerly very different from 
that by which we descended, and which 
is not only extremely steep, but so 
interrupted with rocks and stones, that 
we were obliged to dismount and lead 
our horses full half the way down. 
About mid-way the declivity is more 
earthy and shelving; hereabouts we re- 
covered the Roman highway. It is not 
here as above, completely paved, but 
at regular intervals a line of stones is 
carried across the road in the manner 
of a step, to prevent the washing away 
of the earth from above, and to serve 
as a resting place in the descent. On 
the right hand of the road, a shallow 
tank, of considerable size, walled round 
with thick and good masonry, is placed 
on the side of the hill ; and below it, 
at only a few yards distance, are the 
remains of a large square building, 
which we took to be a Roman military 
station; there was another above on 
the brink of the precipice. We found 
several mile-stones ; all those which 
were legible were of the time of Trajan. 



The valley of the Arnon is less co- 
vered with shrubs, than that of most of 
the other streams in this country, which 
is pix)bably owing to the violence and 
frequency of the torrents. There are, 
however, a few tamarisks, and here 
and there an oleander growing about 
it ; it is not more than three paces 
wide where the Roman road comes 
down upon the stream, and there 
remains a single arch, measuring 
28 feet 9 inches in perpendicular 
height, and 31 feet 6 inches in span ; 
the remnants of the other arches of 
the bridge have all disappeared. The 
descent occupied one hour and a half. 
In our ascent up the opposite side, we 
followed, for the most part, the ancient 
road,and found some more Roman milei- 
stones ; one of the time of Marcus Aure^ 
lius. We found the road on this side as 
steep as on the other, and it was re- 
markable in this pass, tliat looking from 
eitlier side to the other, there appeared 
no possible mode of ascent. We had now 
passed from the land of the Moahites 
into that of the Amorites. As far as the 
eye could follow the course of the stream 
from the heights, the valley is neither 
of a size or nature that could ever have 
admitted of cultivation, or have given 
room for the placing of any village or 
city on its banks ; which makes it pro- 
bable, that the places, supposed to have 
stood upon the river, were in reality in 
the adjacent district. 

We found the territory of the Amo- 
rites a fiat down, of smoother and 
evener turf than that of Moab, and 
with much fewer stones scattered over 
it. We soon recovered the ancient 
road, and in forty-five minutes reached 
Diban, the Dibon of Scripture.* The 
extent of these remains is considerable, 
but not so large as Rabba. The ruins 
present nothing of interest. In the 
afternoon we arrived at a camp in the 
Wady Wale» pitched on the banks 
of the river, which this year seems to 
have swollen to a prodigious degree. 
The oleanders are here more nume- 
rous tlian we have ever seen them ; 
one species, which is very rare, bore a 
white flower ; the rushing of the waters 

— — L— 

* Numbers, zxi. 30; and Jeremiah, xlviii. 18. 
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had rooted many of them up, and the 
whole were thrown aslant by the coai'se 
of the torrent, the marks of which were 
seen upon them to the height of fifteen 
feet. On the left bank stands a stone 
about ten feet high, four feet wide at 
the base in its broadest part, and not 
more than one foot at the narrowest ; 
it has been set up by art, being placed 
contrary to the natural direction of the 
strata, very near the bank, and at right 
angles to the stream. We supposed it 
to be one of those ancient boundary- 
stones of which we read so frequently 
in Scripture.* Across the stream, but 
at a greater distance from its channel, 
is a similar stone, bearing obliquely on 
the path, its broad side parallel to the 
stream. There are no signs of sculp- 
ture on them, nor is there ^ny appear- 
ance of their having ever been wrought. 
There is in this same valley anoUier 
rude work, that may be referred to a re- 
mote period ; it is about a quarter of a 
mile higher up than the two boundary- 
stones. A knoll, of very moderate 
height, rises detached near the centre 
of the valley, upon the right bank of 
the rivulet. On its summit are the re- 
mains of a very large quadrangular 
platform, constructed of rude stoues 
laid together without cement. It is 
possible that this may be one of the 
*^ altars of the high places." It is still 
a place in some measure consecrated ; 
there is a tomb at the top with paltry 
Bedouin votive offerings hanging about 
it. About a mile lower down the val- 
ley, are the remains of a Roman bridge 
of five arches; all is fallen, uid nothing 
18 left but the foundation of the piers. 
Near this bridge are other ruins. From 
hence we passed upwards out of the 
valley. Near the ancient paved road 
tliere were several mile-stones, one of 
which was of the time of Severus, We 
passed at the foot of Djebal Attarous, 
which probably may be Nebo, although 
it is far from opposite Jericho. We 
now entered a fertile plain, covered 
with com, and stopped at a camp near 
the ruins of Mayn, which both its name 
and the neighbouring hot springs, seem 
to identify with the Baal Meon of Scrip- 

* ** And the border went up to the stone of 
Bohon." Joshua, xv. 6. 



ture ; it stands on a considerable emi- 
nence. In the afternoon, we went to a 
height which commands a fine view of 
the Dead Sea, and is very nearly on a 
parallel with its northern extremity. 
Here we took the following bearings ; 
Jericho, N. W. ^ N. ; Mouth of the 
Jordan, N.W -^ N. ; Rama of Samuel, 
N.W. by W. ; Djebai Attarous, S.W.; 
Frank Mountain, W. N. W. J W. ; 
Sheikh Ham, S. ^ W. Below us was 
a square ruin which we could not get 
to ; from its position we thought it 
might possibly be Herodium. At sun- 
set we returned to the camp near Mayn, 
from whence there are a great number 
of ruined sites visible, and amongst the 
rest, Heshbon, bearing N.E. ^ N. 

We engaged a guide from the tents, 
who undertook to carry us to the hot 
springs : our route was S.W. ; in less 
than half an hour we reached a tall 
stone, set up apparently as a boundary- 
mark, like those in the Wady-el-Wale. 
The direct track is continued round the 
southern side of a rocky knoll rising to 
some height, and in a great measure 
detached from the surrounding hills. 
Some remarkable objects, of which we 
got a glimpse, induced us to pass round 
on the other side of this knoll ; they 
are rude sepulchral monuments of the 
same nature as those we discovered on 
our road from Szalt to the Jordan, on 
our last tour; ye^ as these are rude 
throughout, without any mark what- 
ever of the tool about them, whereas 
the others have universally a door in 
one of the smaller ends, it is possible 
that they may date from a remoter 
period, or have belonged to a still ruder 
people. Their proportions vary con- 
siderably, as does their aspect, though 
the construction is uniform ; one fiat 
stone is laid at the bottom, and this, 
there can be little doubt, covers the 
grave of the deceased ; and, as there 
is no appearance of the tombs ever, 
having been violated, it probably pro- 
tects them to this day. They would be 
a highly interesting object for exca- 
vation, as it might possibly lead to the 
ascertaining of the form of some of 
the weapons and warlike apparel meip- ^ 
tioned in Scripture. It is worthy' oi'* 
notice, that however remote may ,Ue^ 
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the period to which these sepulchres 
are to be referred, the stature of those 
buried in them is so far from gieantic, 
that it seems not to have exceeded the 
middle height of modem times. 

Not onlv is the rocky eminencOi 
upon whicn we first observed them, 
covered over on all sides with these 
barbarous structures, but there are 
also some few scattered in the fields 
upon a lower level, and a great many 
upon the sides of the surrounding hille^ 
insomuch that not less than fifty were 
in sight at one time. We were puz- 
zled to think to what city this necro- 
polis belonged. Mayn being more 
than a mile off, in a straight line, 
would seem too distant. Some which 
we had passed on our left hand the 
day before, at a place called Dher, 
were now visible, upon an eminence at 
no great distance to the north. Pass- 
ing on, we found ourselves in an an- 
cient highway, not paved, but edged 
with stones, and possibly prior to Ro- 
man times. Arriving at the brink of 
a deep descent, towards the Zerka 
Mayn, we found the track steep, long, 
and winding. In about two hours 
from Mayn we reached the bed of the 
Torrent Zerka Mayn, which we 
ci*08sed, and kept aloDg it in a wes- 
terly direction. We saw some ani- 
mals which the Arabs called Meddn 
or Beddn. They are of the goat spe- 
cies, as large as asses, with long knotty 
horns which stand upright. Some had 
beards. In colour they resembled the 
gazelle. In four hours from Mayn 
we reached the place where it was 
necessary to dismount, the appearance 
beyond being that of a precipice. 
Here a narrow path has been con- 
trived in a zig-zag direction, which 
makes the descent tolerably safe. In 
the last stage of the path there is a 
fine view of the Dead Sea at the end 
of the ravine, with the Frank Mount 
and Bethlehem beyond it ; the former 
bearing N.N.W. Looking down into 
the valley of Calirrhoe, it presents 
some grand and romantic features. 
The rocks vary between red, grey, 
. and black, and have a bold and im- 
/pos^g appearance. The whole bot- 
- (ton is filled, and in a manner choked 



up with a crowded thicket of canes 
and aspines of different species, intex^- 
mixed with the palm, which is also 
seen rising in tufts in the recesses of 
the mountain's side, and in every place 
whence the springs issue. In one place 
a considerable stream of hot vmter is 
seen precipitating itself from a high 
and perpendiculiur shelf of rock, which 
is strongly tinted with the brilliant 
yellow of sulphur deposited upon it. 
On reaching the bottom we found our- 
selves at what may be termed a hot 
river, so copious and rapid is it, and its 
heat so little abated. For some way 
the temperature is kept up by the con- 
stant supplies of water of the same 
temperature which flow into the river. 
In order to visit these sources in suc- 
cession, we crossed over to the right 
bank, and ascending by the mountain 
side, we passed four abundant springs, 
all within the distance of half a mile, 
discharging themselves into the stream 
at right angles with its course. We 
judged the distance from the Dead 
Sea, by the ravine, to be about one 
hour and a half. Macbean says, that 
there was a city of the same name in 
the valley of Calirrhoe ; in which we 
think he must be wrong, since there 
is not space for a town in the valley as 
far as we saw it. That Herod must 
have had some lodging when he visited 
these springs is true, and there are 
sufficient remains to prove that some 
sort of buildings have been erected. 
The whole surface of the shelf, where 
the springs are, is strewed over with 
tiles and broken pottei^ ; and what is 
most surprising, withm a very few 
minutes, without any particular search, 
four ancient copper medals were found 
by our party. All were too much de- 
faced to be distinguishable, but they 
ap|>eared to be Ridman. Our Arab 
^de here took a vapour bath accord- 
mg to the practice of the country. A 
bed of twigs and broom was laid 
across a crevice, whence one of the 
springs issued at the height of a foot 
or two from the water. On this he 
laid himself, wrapped in his Abba, and 
only remained a few minutes. The 
effect of the steam upon him was soon 
very evident. We observed another 
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of these sweating beds a little further 
down. We had no thermometer, but 
the degree of heat in the water seemed 
very great. Near the source it scalds 
the hand, which cannot be kept in it 
for half a minute. The deposit of 
sulphur is very great, but the water is 
tasteless to the palate. A very singu- 
lar plant grows near the hot springs, 
of the huSi and stature of a tree. Its 
foliage does not seem to differ from 
that of the common broom. It bears 
a pod han^ng down from it, about a 
foot or 14 indies in length, fluted with 
cbnvex ribs from the end to the point. 
We never met with this before. After 
bathing, we retimed by the same 
roAd, and passing our old camp at 
Mayn, proceeded to the great encamp- 
ment of the Benesuckhers, near Ma- 
deba. We arriTed at night-faU. There 
were more than 200 tents scattered 
over a great extent of ground. We 
alighted at that of the chief Ebn 
Fayesy which was at least 100 feet long. 
The diief, and his brother, the same 
who was with us on our former Dj crash 
expedition, and from whom we escaped 
to Szalt, receiyed us outside their tent. 
They were dressed in handc^me silk 
caftans from Damascus. Sheikh You- 
8ouf had prcTiously been invested with 
an ermine pelisse, and presented an 
odd figure, having his red-tanned 
sheepHwin underneath it. The three 
dosed sides of the tent were allotted 
to the visitors, the two chiefs sitting 
on the open side, scarcely within the 
cove- of the tent. The elder brother, 
who has a hair lip, called for his one- 
stringed fiddle and played to us, sing- 
ing at the same time. On our inquir- 
ing the purport of his song, he said it 
was on <'the death of his &ther,'' who 
we learned had been killed in battle. 
The notes, though but littie varied, 
were plaintive and harmonious. There 
was within the tent a messenger from 
Damascus^ whom we had once seen 
at Kerek. He had arrived in the 
course of the afternoon to summon or 
invite Ebn Fayes to go to Damascus 
to the pasha. It was supposed his 
object was either to make some ar- 
rangement with the Benesuckhers for 
the safe conduct of the hadj to Mecca, 



as the Annasees under Sheikh Narsab 
were in rebellion ; or to endeavour to 
reconcile the divisions which had 
taken place among the Benesuckhers, 
that they might be a check against 
the Annasees. To the accidental ^- 
sence of this man, the favoiirad;4eij»^ 
ception we met with was ^wobMy 
owing ; and we were lucky in the ab- 
sence of Abdel Khader, the prime mi- 
nister, our former enemy. The wooden 
dish in which our supper was served, 
was of such a size as to require four 
iron handles, and was brought in by 
three persons. 

June 11. — This morning we were 
told that Ebn Fayes was already on 
his way to Damascus ; his brother 
remained with us. We requested of 
him a guide for Oom-i-Racass ; after 
some hesitation, and a good deal of 
talk about danger and enemies, one 
was promised, and an agreement made 
as to payment We were to pass by 
Madeba as we advanced ; after break- 
fast we proceeded. At Madeba, the 
only object of interest was an immense 
tank.* At three we reached Oom-i- 
Rasass (Mother of Stones) ; we found 
the ruins very extensive, and evidently 
Christian. There were the remains of 
a stone wall which indosed the whole 
dty; the cross is often to be met with^ 
but there is no architectural remnant 
worthy of notice. Mr. Bankes, attended 
by his janissary, went over them a 
second time, in search of inscriptions^ 
while we remained under the wall. 
While walking about the ruins, an 
armed Bedouin made his appearance 
and robbed him of his abba. 

June 12. — We reached Heshbon in 
the evening, where we found Sheikh 
Yousouf, the man from Szalt, and the 
young prince of the Benesuckhers. 
Our first object was to see the ruinsy 
and to inspect the celebrated poob ; 
but just as we were starting, we 
received a message from Ebn Fayes, 
demanding payment for permission to 
prooeed. We sent word in reply, that 



* Madeba is noticed in Numbers, zxi. 80: 
** And we have laid them waste onto Nophah» 
which reaches unto Medeba. " And in Isaiah, 
zv. 2 : " Moab shall howl over Nebo, and over 
Medeba." 



146 



A JOURNAL OF TRAVELS. 



[chap. Till. 



we had already paid him on a fonner 
occasion. << Tell them," said the young 
man in reply, <<that the first that 
moves from Uie tent receives this ball 
(presenting a pistol) through his body." 
The firman was now mentioned ; he 
said he cared nothing for firmans ; 
that he considered them only fit for 
those who were weak enoush to obey 
them ; that ?he was Grand Seignior, 
and everything else here ; and tlutt we 
must pay. After some delay, Ebn 
Fayes, seeing we were not inclined to 
give in, sent word that we mi^ht pro- 
ceed. We found the ruins unmterest- 
ing ; and the onlv pool we saw was too 
insignificant to oe one of those men- 
tioned in Scripture. In two of the 
cisterns amongst the ruins, we found 
about three dozen of human sculls and 
bones. 

June 13. — We left Heshbon, passing 
a stream which, if followed, would 
probably have led to the pools. We 
then proceeded along the road to Szalt, 
and in about four hours arrived at a 
place called by the natives Arrag-el- 
Emir. Here are the ruins of an edi- 
fice constructed of very large stones, 
some of which are twenty feet long, 
and so broad that one stone constitutes 
the thickness of the wall. The ruin 
is situated upon a square platform or 
terrace, of some extent, with a stream 
below. From the situation, and from 
the circumstance of large beasts, in 
relievo, being sculptured about it, Mr. 
Bankes believed it to be the palace of 
Hircanus, who, according to J osephus, 
being driven across the Jordan by his 
brother Alexander, king of Jerusalem, 
had built a palace in this neighbour- 
hood, surrounded by hanging gardens, 
traces of which are yet visible. There 
are many artificial caves in a large 
range of perpendicular cliff near it ; 
some of these are in the form of regu^ 
lar stables, in which feeding-troughs 
still remain, sufiicient for thirty or 
forty horses, with holes cut in the rock 
for the head fastenings. Some of the 
caves are chambers and small sleeping 
apartments, probably for servants and 
attendants. There are two rows of 
these chambers : the upper one has a 
sort of projecting balcony across the 



front of the chambers. There is one 
large hall finely proportioned, with 
some Hebrew characters inscribed oYer 
the doorway ; the whole is approached 
by a sort of causewav. We spent the 
remaining part of tne day here, an(i 
slept at an adjoining camp. On the 
hill, inmiediately above the palace, are 
the remains of a small temple, much 
in ruins. 

June 14. — We advanced to Szalt^ 
passing through a richly wooded and 
picturesque country; we arrived early 
in the afternoon, and lodged in the 
castle. We remuned at Szalt until 
the 16th, when we proceeded for three 
hours in the direction of Amman. 
Near this place we passed the night in 
a camp belonging to the party of the 
Benesuckhers hostile to Ebn Fayes, 
and we employed the chief part of the 
next day m examining the ruins of 
Rabbath Ammon, afterwards called 
Philadelphia, and now Amman. They 
stand in a long valley; a stream runs 
through them, which has been arched 
over. The ruins are extensive, but 
there remains nothing of much interest 
excepting the theatre, which is very 
large and perfect, and a small odeum 
close to it There are the vestiges 
also of many other Roman edifices, as 
well as of Christian churches. We 
did not find any inscriptions. 

June 17. — We passed the night at 
an Arab camp, about three miles dis- 
tant on the road to Djerash. Here 
old Yousouf was acain accused of 
having stolen cattle &om the people ; 
it was said to have happened four 
years ago. After much^dispute he 
ended £e argument by saying, that 
^ he was one of those people who never 
returned anything after it was once in 
his power." 

June 18. — At dawn of day we 
advanced; in about two hours Yousouf 
took leave of us to return to Kerek. 
He had made strong demands for 
money, both for himself and his nephew 
Daoud, though at Szalt we had made 
him a present of two hundred piastres 
over and above his agreement.. He 
also tried to make us give an exor- 
bitant sum to the guide who accom- 
panied us to Djerash, but failed. Not- 
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withstanding all this, it must be admit- 
ted that he strictly and honestly 
adhered to his contract with us ; and 
it is doubtful whether we should ever 
have succeeded in reaching Wady 
Mousa, if it had not been for him. 
His only dishonesty towards us was 
borrowing money from Mr. Bankes, 
and refudng to repay it ; but where 
all are rogues, and cheating and im- 
position are reckoned honourable and 
£Eur, one must not expect too much. 

About noon we crossed the Zerka, 
the Jabbok of Scripture,* the northern 
boundary of the Amorites, and at 2 
P.M. reached Djerash. We employed 
this and part of the next day in making 
those measurements of the public 
edifices which we had left unfinished 
before ; most of them were Christian 
ehurches. Among many new inscrip- 
tions which we found, was one record- 
ing the dedication of one of the churches 
to a Christian saint. Macbean, quoting 
Eusebius, says, << that the Christians, 
just before the raege of Jerusalem by 
Titus, were divinely admonished to fly 
to Pella ;** and Strabo notices, <<that 
it abounded in water ;" from Ptolemy 
he adds, 'Uhat Pella was situated 
thirty-five miles to the N.E. of 
Gerasa." Macbean also quotes from 
Ptolemy and Josephus, " tfiat Gerasse 
was at the east side of the sea of 
Tiberias ;" these authorities seem to 
show that the ruins at Djetash are 
those of Pella rather than of Gerasa. 

June 19. — Intending to proceed to 
the valley of the JoiSan by a place 
called Rajib, where we expected to 
find the ruins of Bagaba, we quitted 
Djerash in the afternoon, and passed 
through Katty. About half an hour 
after, we traversed another village, in 
the mosque of which there are some 
Roman remains. We entered a very 
picturesque country, most beautifully 
varied witii hanging woods, mostly of 
the YaUonia oak, uinrestinus, cedar, 
oommon arbutus, arbutus Andrachne, 
&c. At times tiie country had all the 
appearance of a noble park ; indeed, 
nothiag could exceed the beauty of 

* " Even unto the river Jabbok, whidiisthe 
border of the children of Anunon." Joshua, 
zU.2 



this day's ride ; there were some few 
spots cultivated with com. As we 
advanced, the wood became more 
dense ; and at dark we stopped at a 
small open space covered with high 
grass and weeds. We went with oui^ 
guide a short distance to endeavour to 
shoot some wild boars ; we hid our- 
selves close to the water, where all the 
trees were marked with mud, left by 
the hogs in rubbing themselves. We 
plainly heard some of these animals 
advancing towards us ; but one of the 
horses unluckily making a noise, they 
,all ran off. On returning to our bi- 
vouac, our guide refused to go for water, 
fearing the serpents in the high grass. 
Mr. Legh, in the night, feeling some- 
thing move under ium, rose to see 
what it was, and found an adder com- 
ing up to him from under the edge ot 
his blanket, attracted no doubt by the 
warmth of his body, as the night air 
was very cold ; having a knife by him, 
he cut the reptile in halves. In the 
morning we found another dose to our 
sleeping place. 

June 20. — We started at dawn, and 
descending through a thick wood, 
arrived, at ten, at the village of Rajib, 
which contains no ruins whatever ; 
though we had previously passed in 
the wood a Roman architrave^ on a 
small open space, where our guide 
told us tiiere had once been a village; 
no other vestiges of it remain. Rajib 
is situated a uttle without, and below 
the woodlands. At noon we began a 
rapid descent towards the valley of 
the Jordan, and reached it in two 
hours. We saw nine wild pigs in our 
way ; they were all in one herd. Four 
hours more, in a northerly direction, 
brought us to the Bysan ford, and we 
arrived at that town after dark. 

June 21. — We went to Tiberias, and 
the 23rd visited Mount Tabor on our 
way to Nazareth. Maundrell over- 
rates the view from this eminence ; 
we saw nothing striking except the 
beautiful plain of Esdrcdon. In a 
cave, amongst the ruins of the town, 
on the top of Tabor, we noticed many 
travellers' names, and, amongst others, 
that of Mr. Wright, who visited this 
place, when first lieutenant of the 

L 2 
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Tigre, with Sir Sydney S&ith, and 
vhu afterwards died in the Temple at 
Paris; Sheikh Ibrahim's name was 
also there. 

On the 25th June we went to Acre. 
During our stay there we witnessed 
an instance of great barbarity : on 
ffoing to breakfiast at the consul's, we 
found his Greek senrant, who had been 
very ill for some days before, lying 
outside the door; and actually expired 
on the floor before us as we entered 
the room— unattended by any medical 
man, and unheeded by every one. 
The corpse lay neglected for some 
time before any one could be found to 
take it away, all refusing to touch it, 
lest they should be at the trouble and 
expense of burying it. At last the 
Turkish authorities interfered and the 
body was removed. 

Ajb we have now been much amongst 
the Arabs, and have had better oppor- 
tunities of studying their manners and 
habits than on our former short jour- 
ney to Palmyra, some further observ- 
ations upon them may not be con- 
sidered out of vplace. The love of 
liberty created in the wandering Be- 
douin, by his erratic habits, is in- 
stinctively cherished by him from, his 
earliest infancy. Impatient of every 
species of control, and proud of his in- 
dependence, he disowns and scorns the 
Arab that cultivates the soil. We 
found these people still deserving of 
their character for hospitality; but we 
never heard of the celebrated story of 
bread and salt, mentioned by Yolney. 
If the mere eating of bread and salt 
with an Arab was a security from im- 
position, Sheikh Sahlem, when threat- 
ening us, would have said, ^ Had you 
not eaten bread and salt with me," &c., 
instead of " Had you not Sheikh You- 
souf with you ;" for we had feasted 
with Sahlem in his own tent, before 
we had the quarrel with him. Mr. 
Bankes was imprisoned, and Sir Wm. 
Chatterton robbed, at Palmyra, after 
eating bread and salt; and we had 
feasted with £bn Fayes at Heshbon, 
before his ill treatment of us. It 
would certainly be a most noble com- 
mendation to advance in their favour 
were it true. There is a great deal of 



good breeding amongst them: a sheikh 
arriving at another's tent, seats him- 
self opposite his friend to avoid all 
appearance of prOi^minence, so that 
either side of the tent is occupied^ 
while the end, the '< post of honour/' 
remains vacant. When Mr. Bankes 
presented the Sheikh of Souf with a 
dress, he immediately sent it into the 
harem, without looking at it in the 
presence of the donor ; and thepec^le 
of Kerek, on our arrival, although our 
appearance must have been so novel 
to them, abstained from asking any 
questions. But although civil, they 
had a great contempt for us ; and ob- 
serving how awkwardly we ate with 
our hands— for we never, during the 
whole tour, saw a spoon, or knife, or 
fork — ^they remarked amongst them- 
selves, ^ Poor fellows I they don't even 
know how to eat ; they eat like 
camels." If an Arab chief gives you 
coffee first, he takes none, not choosing 
to drink after a Christian. Thieving, 
pilfering, low cunning, lying, and cheat- 
ing, are not considered as dishonour- 
able acts amongst them. We were all 
of us robbed of some of our effects. 
On one occasion, Mr. Bankes's draw- 
ing of the grand temple at Petra was 
purloined, and after some days' nego- 
tiation he was allowed to purchase it 
back again, they havine confessed all 
the time that they had it. Mr. Legh's 
Bible was also pilfered in the same 
maimer, and never recovered. Mr. 
Bankes's two paint-boxes were also 
stolen, and many other articles were 
lost Our diet, while we were with 
them, varied according to the wealth 
or poverty of the tribe : sometimes we 
had pillaw of rice, or of wheat, mixed 
with leban; sometimes mutton, boiled 
the moment the animal is skinned, and 
generally in leban, a custom alluded to 
in Scripture.* This mode of oookinff 
renders the meat very delicious and 
tender — far preferable to meat boiled 
in water : the milk, enriched with the 
juice of the meat, is poured on the 
pillaw of rice or wheat. Sometimes 
we had melted butter, and hreeA baked 
on an iron plate in the form of a pan- 



* •* Thou Shalt not seethe a Ud in his 
mother's milk." Exodus, zxJii. 19. 
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cake to dip into it. The staple of the 
Arab's food, howerer, is leban and 
bread. The milk was usually pre- 
sented in a wooden bowl, and the liquid 
toutter in an earthenware dish.* The 
party being seated round, dipped their 
bread in, endeaTOuring to make it 
imbibe as much as possible. The 
Arabs were very expert at this, pinch- 
ing Ihe thin cake in such a form as to 
make a sort of spoon of it. This mode 
of eating is alluded to in Scripture.f 
Occasionally, a bowl of milk only was 
presented to us, which was passed 
round in rotation. Once we had milk 
sweetened and curdled to the consis- 
tency of liquid jell^ too thick to be 
drunk, and Texy awKward to take up 
wiUi the hands, though it was the only 
method of eating it. A rich dish of 
rice and cream was once given us as 
a great treat. All the way between 
Kerek and Petra, we had meat served 
up alone^ without bread or even pillaw 
of rice or wheat. We could not at all 
reconcile ourselves to this diet, whidi 
we found used in this district only. 
When the Arabs have an over supply 
of leban, they have a method of pre- 
serving it by pressing out the liquid 
parts, and drying the curds, which 
may then be kept for some time. This 
substance has the appearance of soft 
chalk ; when mixed with water it 
makes an agreeable acid drink. 

When we had pillaw of grain, it 
often served also for a candlestick, the 
candle being fixed in the middle of the 
dish. An Arab, when he wishes to 
pay you very particular attention, pulls 
your meat to pieces with his fingers^ 
and throws it to you. We never saw 
roasted meat among the Arabs, except 
in Narsah's tent at Palmyra. They 
have no firuits or vegetables; their 
wandering life depriving them of such 
enjoyments. It is their custom, from 
time immemorial, to lodge and feed 
all travellers and their horses for one 
night free of all expense ; as the prac- 
tice is general, it is equally beneficial 
to all. We never once paid for food 

* *' Bhe bronght forth butter in a lordly 
dlab." Judges, T. 36. 

t « He that d^peth with me hi the diah." 
Matt, zxvL S3. 



or com during the whole of our jour- 
ney; and the expenses of the whole 
party, eleven persons and as many 
horses, amounted to 1500 piastres ; a 
piastre is worth nine-pence of our 
money : this was from the 5th of May 
to the 25th of June. 3Baeh owner of 
a tent takes it by turns to feed the 
strangers that may arrive. Tbdr 
jokes were sometimes rather roufh : 
on one occasion an Arab put a five 
scorpion inside my jacket ; shortly 
afterwards, I had occasion to make 
the usual daily search for vermin, and 
then I discovered the reptile. At the 
Ghor, when we asked u a poisonous 
fruit was good, they said it was, though 
well aware of its had qualities. 

The women weave carpets and cloth 
for their tents, which are mostly black, 
and curtains, which are striped white 
and black. Goats' hair is manufac- 
tured for this purpose.* The women 
have to do all the hard work ; they 
grind the com with a hand-mill, bring 
the water and wood, cook, and in short 
do all the dmdeery, while the men sit 
down and smoke all day. The chilr 
dren guard the flocks, tiie girls alwavs 
having a bundle of wool at their badks 
for spuming. The form of the. tents 
is oblong. We frequently observed 
negroes in their camps, apparently not 
shives; and some had tiie short woolly 
hair of the Africans. It may not be 
amiss here to mention, that, though 
we never had any apprehensions of 
personal danger from the Arabs, yet 
there are some grounds for the dread 
these people are held in throughout 
Syria, as we met with many dead 
bodies concealed in the country fre- 
quented by them ; we saw 20 in one 
of the Roman tombs near Nablous, 
the mouth of which had been i^ut up 
with stones ; 3 in one of the tiieatres 
at Om Keis ; 24 skuUs, &e. in the 
theatre at Bysan, and subsequently 22 
in the ruins at Heshbon. Whenever 
we inquired about them, the Arabs 
always owned they were the remains 
of people whom they had murdered, 
and they did not appear to be in the 
least auiamed of the deed. To keep 



* *< And he made cnrtainB of goats' hair.' 
Exodus, zzzvi. 14. 
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your arms on in a tent, is considered 
very Ill-bred, as implying a distrust in 
the protection of the roof you are 
under; and whenever we forgot to 
disarm y the Arabs always requested 
us to do so. These people are fre- 
quently without water, and sometimes 
tiiat which they have is dirty and bad; 
but.then they are ^Mords of the desert," 
pay no tribute, and have nothing what- 
ever to do with governors of any 
description. The desert, as an ancient 
author, I think Diodorus, observes, is 
their fort, whither they retire as to a 
pUice of certain safety on any appear- 
ance of attack. The state and equi- 
page of the sheikhs is maintained by 
means of a revenue derived from a tithe 
which they exact for all the cattle, 
camels excepted. This tenth of the 
innumerable herds and flocks, yields 
the chiefs a very handsome income. 
The supper in the tents of Sheikh 
Narsah and Ebn Fayes was bountiful 
in the extreme ; and, as this profuse 
hospitality is extended to all strangers, 
there must needs be ample store to 
meet so great a demand. 

It is surprising, that in so monoto- 
nous a Ufe, they liave no amusements, 
no games, no athletic employments, to 
make some little change in their cus- 
tom of squatting down and smoking 



all day. All their carpets, cushions, 
sacks, and in short, everything they 
have, are covered with vermin, so that 
it is impossible to avoid them. We 
used to kill from off our clothes from 
40 to 100 every day ; and of a night, 
we frequently observed the Arabia 
searching and shaking their linen over 
the fire, the vermin making a crack- 
ing noise as they fell into uie flames. 
Old Yousouf used to make a sinffular 
figure, with his sword drawn, striking 
them from off his back. 

July 12. — We embarked on board 
an imperial brig belonging to Venice 
for Constantinople, as all with whom we 
spoke on the subject agreed in opinion, 
that it would have b^n madness to 
have gone to the coast of Asia Minor 
at this season of the year, when the 
pestilential air forces all the inhabit- 
ants of the coast to quit their habit- 
ations, and retire to the mountains 
during the summer. We have, there- 
fore, deferred this part of the tour for 
a short time. Our friend Mr. Legh 
left Acre for Constantinople by land 
a short time before we did, intending 
to visit Palmyra, Baalbec, Damascus, 
and Aleppo. Mr. Bankes went by 
water to Egypt, with the intention of 
penetrating into Abyssinia by way of 
the second cataract. 



THE END. 
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i TO 

* THE KING. 

When I solidted the honour of being pennitted to place under Yonr 
Majesty's protection the fi>llowing Work, I was not impressed -with the idea, 
that the excellence of the composition, bat that the importance of the sdbject, 
might in some degree entitie it to that distinction. The History of an Event 
which reflects so much lustre on Your Majesty's Arms, could not, I apprehended, 
however feeble the execution, so properly appear under any other auspices. 

That Your Majesty may never be less &ithfally served, nor less success- 
ftil against the enemies of Your Crown and People, is the sincere and fervent 
wish of 

YouB Majestt's 

Much obliged and most devoted 
Subject and Servant, 

JOHN DRINKWATEB. 

18th September, 1785. 
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The following History (as I have presoined to call it) is compiled from 
obserralioiis daily noted down upon the ^t, fi>r my own satis&ction and 
improvement, assisted by the information and remarks of several respec- 
table characters, who also were eye-witnesses of the transactions therein 
recorded. 

Disappointed in my expectations of seeing this subject undertaken by an 
abler pen, hothing less than a oonviotion that an accurate detail of this extra- 
ordinary Siege might be nsefhl, both in a military and historical view, eould 
have induced me, at this late period, to publish. 

In the prosecution of this design, one principal difficulty has occurred, 
llie work is addressed to two classes of Beaders : those whose principal object 
in the perusal of it was entertainment, I apprehended, might find the relation 
too minute and circumstantial ; and that, from the insertion of many particulars, 
which those of the Military Profession would greatly blame an author for 
presuming to curtail or oniit 

With the former, it is hoped that the necessary comiectiob of some events 
(which at first may appear trivial) with the great business of the History, will 
be some apology ; and I have endeavoured to diversify the narrative, by such 
Anecdotes and Observations as will occasionally relieve or awaken the attention. 
To the latter I shall not attempt any apology. The late Siege of Gibraltar 
afforded many instances of very singular exertions in the Art of Attack and 
Defence, the nunutiffi of which cannot be i^ithout their utility to those Officers 
who make a science of their profession ; and they must be sensible, that without 
pointed exactness, this design could not have been accomplished. In short, 
it must be remembered, that the History of this Siege is not that of a Month, or 
of a Year, but that it embraces' a period of near Four Yeabs, e^biting a series 
of operations perhaps unparalleled. 

To Major Vallotton, the Governor's first aide-de-camp, and Lieutenant 
HoUoway, Aide^e-Camp to the Chief Engineer, I have particular pleasure in 
this opportunity of returning thanks for the fiivour of many kind oommunica- 
tions ; also to other Officers of Rank, whose names I have not their permission 
to insert. I must also acknowledge having derived considerable assistance, 
in the two introductory chapters, from the History of the Herculean Straits. 
Great additions have however been introduced ; and I flatter myself upon the 
whole, that those Chapters will not prove an unacceptable part of the Work, 
since they will render it as complete a General Histobt of Gibraltar as 
most readers will require. 
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CHAPTER I. 

Oeneral History of Gibraltar, since it was first noticed — Fortified under the Saracen Empire- 
Redaction of tlie Fortress by Ferdinand of Castile — Retaken by the Moors — FinaLy 
recovered by the Christians — ^Talcen by the English — Besieged by the Spaniards in 1 705 ; 
afterwards in 1727 — Succession of Goyemors to the present time. 



Gibraltar is situated in Andalnsia, 
the most sonthem province of Spain. 
The Rock is seven miles in circum- 
ference, forming a promontoiy three 
miles long ; and is joined to the con- 
tinent by an isthmus of low sand : the 
southern extremity lies in 36° 2' 30" 
N. lat, and in 5° 15' W. long, from 
the meridian of London. 

Historians, from very early periods, 
have noticed Gibraltar, or Mons Calpe, 
by a well-known mythological fiction, 
denominating it, and Mons Abyla, on 
the opposite coast of Africa, the Pil- 
lars of Hercules. It does not, however, 
appear that the hill was ever inhabited 
by the Phcenicians, Cartha^ians, or 
K()mans, who, in the first ages of navi- 
^tion, visited the bay, and built cities 
m its neighbourhood; or that it ever 
eneaged the attention of those intrei)id 
and successfril barbarians who so vio- 
lently subverted the Roman empire, 
and established a new government in 
Spain. The period when it began 
to be remarked for the natural strength 
of its situation, seems well ascertained 
to be in the beginning of the eighth 
century, when ti^e Saracens (then be- 
come a powerfol nation in the east, and 
along ^e coast of Africa) invaded 
Spain, and soon after made lliemselves 
masters of the whole country. 

The Gothic kingdom, which had 
existed in Spain for 300 years, was, 



previous to the invasion of the Sara- 
cens, distracted with intestine divi- 
sions: the nation in general were 
become efieminate, totally neglecting 
the military discipline of their ances- 
tors; and their monarch Koderic, a 
profligate prince, not a little accele- 
rated their ruin by ravishing the 
daughter of Count Julian, a nobleman 
of great wealth and influence, and 
governor of Ceuta, in Africa. Count 
Julian, to avenge the dishonour done 
to his family, combined with other 
discontented chiefs, who had long com- 
plained, and were ripe for a revolt. 
The tyrant was, however, too powerful 
for whatever opposition they alone 
could raise; the count, therefore, se^* 
cretly retired with his family into 
Africa, and acquainting Monsa (the 
Saracen governor of the western pro- 
vinces) with the' divided state of the 
empire, promised, if he would atteftipt 
to dethrone Roderic, to assist him wi&i 
his own interest, and that of his friends. 
Mousa, cautious and prudent, com- 
municated the project to his sovereign 
the Caliph Al Walid Ebn Abdalmalic, 
who agreed to try the practicability 
of it ; and, to inspect more accurately 
the state of affairs, sent over a small 
detachment 100 horse, and 400 foot, 
were accordingly embarked in the 
year 711, under the command of Tarif 
Ebn Zarca, attended by Count Julian, 
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and other Gothic noblemen : this small 
force soon passed the Herculean Straits, 
and landed on the coast near the pre- 
sent town of AlgeziraSy where, finding 
no opposition, and the country almost 
defenceless, the Saracen general ra- 
vaged the neighbouring towns, and 
returned laden with spoils, to report 
the success of his first expedition. 

Mousa, elated with ike flattering 
prospect, the following year assembled 
an army of 12,000 men, and Tarif was 
appointed to the chief command. Hav- 
ing supplied himself with provisions 
and stores, Tarif once more embarked 
on the rapid Strait, and landed on the 
isthmus between Mons Calpe and the 
continent The object of this invasion 
being of a more serious nature than 
that of the former, he determined to 
secure a communication with Africa, 
by establishing a post on the coast; 
and, duly estimating the strong na- 
tural situation of Mons Calpe, gave 
orders to erect a castle on the face 
of the hill, which might answer the 
original purpose, and also cover his 
retreat, in case he should be unfortu- 
nate in his future operations. The 
superior part of this once magnificent 
pile at present remains ; and, from an 
inscription discovered over the prin- 
cipal gate, before it was pulled down^ 
the period of its being finished is ascer- 
tained to be about the year of our 
Lord 725. 

Tarif, leaving a garrison at the foot 
of Mons Calpe (which was now called 
by the Saracens, in compliment to their 
general, Gibel-Tarif, or the moun- 
tain of Tarif, and thence Gibraltar), 
marched into the country, and sur- 
prised many towns, * amongst which 
was Heraclea, or Carteia, situated on 
the coast of the bay, about four miles 
distant from Gibel-Tarif. 

Kin^ Roderic, receiving intelligence 
of Tanf 's approach, assembled a nu- 
merous body of troops to oppose his 
progress. Both armies met, after se- 
veral skirmishes, near Xeres, in Anda- 
lusia, and a bloody conflict ensued. 
The. victory was for a long time doubt- 
ful ; but the Gothic army being raw 
and undisciplined, and part disaffected 
and joining the Saracens, Tarif at 



length prevailed, and by this victory 
was soon in possession of the whole 
kingdom. 

The Goths, or Spaniards as we will 
now call them, were driven by the 
rapid conquests of the invaders into 
the provinces of Asturias, Biscay, 
&c, where, like the ancient Britons, 
they maintained a strenuous and re- 
spectable exposition. By de^es they 
reassumed their former discipline and 
valour, while their conquerors declined 
into luxury and effeminacy : they made 
several excursions from the moun- 
tains, recovering, after many obstinate 
actions, great part of the northern pro- 
vinces. This success encouraged them 
to attempt the total rejection of the 
Arabic yoke. Measures were con- 
certed amonff the chiefs, to act with 
union and with vigour. The infidels 
were attacked and routed in successive 
engagements; and the kingdoms of 
Asturias, Galicia, Leon, Navarre, and 
Castile, erected under different mo- 
narchs. 

Gibraltar, during these transaction^ 
increased in importance, though not in 
an equal degree with the neighbouring 
city of Algeziras, which had been built, 
posterior to Gibraltar, on the opposite 
shore of the bay, and was then become 
a fortress of great magnificence and 
strength. This celebrated city seems 
totally to have obscured Gibraltar in 
the histories of those times, since very 
trifling mention is made of the latter 
till the beginning of the fourteenth 
century, when we learn tiiat Ferdinand, 
king of Castile, in the course of his 
conquests, first took it (with a small 
detachment) from the infidels. 

Gibraltar could not at this period be 
very strong, as it fell so easy a prey to 
the Christians, whose army had been, 
and at that time was employed in the 
siege of Algeziras. It does not, how- 
ever, appear that Ferdinand was equally 
suooessM in his operations against that 
city ; for we find, in the year 1316, the 
Moors of Grenada applying to the 
emperor of Fez for succour: and, to 
&cilitate their reception, Algeziras and 
other cities on the coast were put into 
the hands of the Afiicans. We may 
therefore oondude that Ferdinand was 
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obliged to withdraw from before Alge- 
ziras, and that he afterwards directed 
his force against the infidels in a more 
vulnerable part, which induced them to 
appl^ for the assistance just mentioned. 

Gibraltar continued in the possession 
of the Spaniards till 1333, when Abo- 
melique, son of the Emperor of Fez, 
was dispatched with further assistance 
to the Moorish king of Granada, and 
landing at Algeziras, immediately laid 
siege to Gibraltar, whilst the Grana- 
dians were making diversions else- 
where. Alonzo XI. was then on the 
throne of Castile ; and intelligence was 
immediately sent to inform him of the 
descent of the Africans. He was, how- 
ever, prevented from marching to the 
relief of Gibraltar by a rebellion in his 
kingdom, and by the approach of Ma- 
homet, king of Granada, towards his 
frontiers. Abomelique conmienced his 
attack on the castle with great judg- 
ment and bravery, and the Spanish 
governor Vasoo Perez de Meyra de- 
fended it with equal obstinacy : but 
Perez having embezzled the money 
which was advanced to victual the 
garrison, the troops and inhabitants 
suffered great distress ; and no prospect 
of relief offering, he was compelled, 
after five months' siege, to surrender. 

Alonzo having quelled the rebellion, 
and obliged Mahomet to retire, was 
then marching to the assistance of 
Perez, and was advanced within a short 
distance of Gibraltar, when he was in- 
formed of the capitulation. He was 
resolved nevertheless to attempt its 
recovery before the Moors could vic- 
tual and repair it : he accordingly pro- 
ceeded on his route, and encamped 
before the town five days after it had 
surrendered. Alonzo parted his army 
into three divisions; the main body 
occupied the isthmus, the second he 
sent by boats to the red sands, and the 
third climbed up the north of the hill 
above the town. Several serious at- 
tacks had been made on the castle, 
when Mahomet, king of Granada, join- 
ing Abomelique's forces, their com- 
bined army encamped in the rear of 
the Spaniso^, extending across the 
isthmus from the bay to the Mediter- 
ranean. This position hemmed in the 



besiegers, debarred them from foraging, 
and cut off their communication with 
the country. Alonzo, though thus cri- 
tit^ly situated, still maintained tiie 
siege; but at length, driven to great 
difficulties for want of provisions, and 
hearing that some of his disaffected 
subjects, taking advantage of his ab- 
sence, were again in arms, he hear- 
kened to an accommodation, and was 
permitted to retire with his army. 

To be thus disgracefully compelled 
to raise the siege did not agree with 
the ambitious and impatient temper of 
Alonzo: he secretiy i^editated a new 
attack whenever an opportunity should 
occur; and this intention was not a 
littie strengthened by bis success in the 
year 1 343-4, when Algeziras was taken, 
after a most memorable siege. In 1349 
the tumults and civil wars in Africa 
afforded him the opportunity he waited 
for : great preparations were therefore 
made for this expedition, which was not 
esteemed of inferior consequence to the 
preceding siege of Algeziras, as the 
Moors, since me loss of that city, had 
paid great attention to the completion of 
the works, and to the rendering of the 
place considerably stronger by addi- 
tional fortifications; the garrison was 
also numerous and well provided, and 
of their choicest troops. 

Alonzo encamped before Gibraltar in 
the beginning of 1349, and immediately 
laid waste the delightful groves, gar- 
dens, and houses of pleasure, which were 
erected in its neighbourhood. The siege 
was commenced with great bravery, 
and though the camp of the Castilians 
was much harassed by the fiying squa- 
drons of Granadian horse, yet the castie 
in the course of several months was 
almost reduced to a capitulation. At 
this critical period a pestilential dis* 
order swept away numbers of the be*' 
siegers, and among the rest Alonzo, 
who died, much lamented, on the 26th 
of March, 1350; and the Spaniards 
immediately afterwards raised th 
siege. 

The descendants of Abomelique con- 
tinued in quiet possession of Gibraltar 
till 1410, when Jusaf 111., kin^ of Gra- 
nada, availing himself of the intestiLc 
divisions which prevailed among tiie 
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African Moors, took possession of the 
place. The inhabitants, however, not 
relishing the ^vemment of their new 
masters, unanimously revolted the fol- 
lowing year against the Granadian al- 
caide, drove him with his garrison out 
of the town, and wrote to me emperor 
of Morocco, to be taken again under 
his protection. The emperor dis- 
patched his brother Sayd, with 1000 
horse and 2000 foot, to meir assistance. 
The king of Granada, being informed 
that Sayd had garrisoned the castle, 
marched with an army, and sending his 
fleet round to tbif bay, appeared before 
the place in 1411. Sayd advanced to 
meet him, but, being worsted in se- 
veral skirmishes, was obliged to retreat 
within the castle, and being closely be- 
sieged, and reduced to great distress 
for want of provisions, was at last com- 
pelled to submit 

In 1435, Henry de Guzman, Count 
de Niebla, formed a design of attacking 
Gibraltar by land and sea; but, impru- 
dently skirmishing with the garrison, 
from his galleys, before his son John de 
Guzman arrived with the land forces, 
he was defeated, and forced to a preci- 
pitate retreat; in which confusion he 
himself lost his life, and many of his 
followers were killed and drowned. 

In 1462, a civil war breaking out in 
Granada, great part of the garrison of 
Gibraltar was withdrawn, to assist one 
of the competitors for the crown : the 
governor of Tarifa had intelligence of 
3iis by a Moor, who had left the town, 
and embraced the Christian faith. An 
army was accordingly assembled from 
the neighbouring garrisons, and Gi- 
braltar was besieged. The inhabitants 
defended it with great resolution; but 
fresh troops joining the besiegers, the 
j^arrison surrendered to John de Guz- 
man, Duke de Medina Sidonia (son of 
the unfortunate Count de Niebla), who, 
hearing that the place was reduced to 
great distress, hastened to the camp, and 
arrived just in time to be present when 
the Moors capitulated. From this pe- 
riod it has remained in the hands of the 
Christians, after having been in the 
possession of the Mahometans 748 years. 
The news of this conquest was so ac- 
ceptable to Henry lY., of Castile and 



Leon, that he added it to his royal titles, 
and gave it for arms, GuleSf a castle, 
proper, with a key pendent to the gate, 
or (alluding to its being the key to the 
Mediterranean) ; which arms have ever 
since been continued. Pedro de Porras 
was appointed governor; but the suc- 
ceeding year King Henry made a jour- 
ney to Gibraltar, and superseded him, 
giving tiie command to Don Bertrand 
de la Cueva, Count Lederma, who 
placed the trust in the hands of Ste- 
phano Villacreces: the Duke de Me- 
dina Sidonia, however, afterwards re- 
covered and enjoyed i^ till the reign 
of Ferdinand and Isabella in 1502, 
when it was annexed to the crown. 

In the year 1540, Piali Hamet, one 
of Barbarossa*s captains, surprised and 
pillaged Gibraltar, making prisoners 
many of the principal inhabitants ; but 
being met on his return by some galleys 
from Sicily, the corsairs were all killed 
or taken, and the prisoners redeemed. 

In 1589, during the reign of Charles 
v., the fortifications of the town were 
modernised and several additions made 
by Daniel Speckel, the emperor's 
engineer ; after which the place was 
thought to be impregnable. From this 
time there appears a chasm in the his- 
tory of the garrison till the year 1704, 
when Gibraltar was wrested (most 
probably for ever) from the dominion 
of Spain, by the English, under Ad- 
miral Sir George Rooke. This officer 
had been sent into the Mediterranean, 
with a strong fleet, in the spring of 
1 704, to assist Charles, archduke of Aus- 
tria, in obtaining the, crown of Spain; 
but, his instructions being limited, no- 
thing of importance was done. Sensi- 
ble of the reflections that would fall on 
him, for being inactive with so pow- 
erful a fleet, he held a council of war, 
on the 17th of .July, 1704, nearTetuan, 
at which several schemes were pro- 
posed, particularly a second attack upon 
Cadiz, which however was thought im- 
practicable for want of a sufficient body 
of land forces. At length it was re- 
solved to make a sudden and vigorous 
attempt on Gibraltar. 

The 21st of the same month, the fleet 
arrived in the bay; and 18C0 men, 
English and Dutch, commanded by 
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the Prince of Hesse d'Armstadt, were 
landed on the isthmus. The prince 
then summoned the garrison ; but the 
governor refusing to surrender, pre- 
parations were made for the attack. 
By daybreak on the 23rd, ^e ships 
appointed to cannonade the town, under 
Admirals Byng and Vanderdussen, 
with those tliat were destined to batter 
the new mole, conmianded by Captains 
Hicks and Jumper, were at their seve- 
ral stations. The admiral made the 
signal to begin the cannonade, which 
was performed with great vivacity and 
effect, so that the enemy, in five or six 
hours, were driven from their guns, 
especially from the new mole head. 
The admiral, considering that by gain- 
ing that fortification the town might 
sooner be reduced, ordered Captain 
Whitaker, with the armed boats, to 
possess himself of it; bvt Captains 
Hicks and Jumper, who lay next the 
mole, pushed ashore with their pin- 
naces, before the rest came up; where- 
upon tiie Spaniards sprung a mine, 
which blew up the fortifications, killed 
2 lieutenants and 40 men, and wounded 
60. The assidlants nevertheless kept 
possession of the work, and being joined 
by Ofiptain Whitaker, advanced and 
took a small redoubt,* half-way be- 
tween the mole and the town. The 
Marquis de Salines, who was eovemor,. 
being again summoned, thought proper 
to capitulate : hostages were therefore 
exchanged, and the Prince of Hesse, 
on the 24th of July, 1704, took posses- 
sion of the gates. 

Notwithstanding the works were 
very strong, mounting 100 pieces of 
ordnance, well appointed with ammu- 
nition and stores ; yet the garrison, at 
most, consisted of only 150 men, ex- 
clusive uf the inhabitants. The mar- 
quis marched out with all the honours 
of war, and tiie Spaniards who chose 
to remain were allowed the same pri- 
vileges they had enjoyed under Kiiuf 
Charles II. The loss of the English 
in this attack was, 2 lieutenants, 1 mas- 
ter, 57 sailors, killed; 1 captain, 7 
lieutenants, 1 boatswain, 207 sailors, 
wounded. 

* The preteut eight-gun battery. 



The Prince of Hesse remained go- 
vernor ; and as many men as could well 
be spared from the fleet were left as a 
garrison. Sir George Booke after- 
wards sailed for Tetuan, to wood and 
water. This being performed, he 
steered up the Mediterranean, and on 
the 1 3th of August, off Malaga, engaged 
the French fleet, under the command 
of Count de Toulouse. The action was 
long and warm ; but many of the Eng- 
lish ships, having expended a great 
quantity of ammunition in takinjgf 
Gibraltar, we-re soon obliged to qmt 
the line; which gave the enemy a 
decided superiority. The engagement 
ended in a drawn batde; and Sir 
George returned to Gibraltar, where 
he stayed eight days to refit; and 
then supplying the prince with what 
men and provisions he could spare, 
sailed thence on the 4th of September, 
N.S., .on his way home, leaving 18 
men-of-war under the command of Sir 
John Leake, at Lisbon, to be in readi- 
ness to succour the garrison, if there 
should be occasion. 

The courts of Madrid and Paris wer« 
greatly concerned at the loss of so im- 
portant a fortress as Gibraltar, and, 
considering its recovery of the last oon- 
seanence to the cause, the Marquis de 
Villadarias, a grandee of Spain, was 
ordered to besiege, and endeavour to 
retake it. The Prince of Hesse, ap- 
prised of their intentioas, and being 
further informed that thev were to be 
assisted by a naval force irom Toulon, 
sent advice to Sir John Leake, request- 
ing assistance and supplies. Sir John 
prepared for this duty ; but in the mean 
time a fleet of French ships arrived, 
and landed six battalions, wnich joined 
the Spanisli army. After disembark- 
ing their reinforcements, the French 
squadron proceeded to the westward, 
leaving only six frigates in the bay. 

On the nth of October, 1704, the 
Marquis opened his trenches against 
the town; and soon afterwards Sir 
John Leake arrived with 20 sail of 
English and Dutch ships: hearing, 
however, thift the enemy were prepar- 
ing to attack him with a superior force, 
he thought it most eligible immediately 
to retire and refit, that be might be in 
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a better condition to supply and assist 
the garrison, in a second expedition, for 
which he had very prudently directed 
preparations to be made at Lisbon in 
his absence. On the 25th he again 
put to sea ; and on the 29th unexpect- 
edly entering the bay, surprised tiiree 
frigates, a fire-ship, two English prizes, 
a tartan, and a store-ship. He then 
landed the reinforcements, and supplied 
the garrison with six months' provisions 
and ammunition, at the same time de- 
taching on shore a body of 500 sailors 
to assist in repairing the breaches which 
had been made by the enemy's fire. 
The arrival of the admiral was very 
opportune and critical ; for that very 
night the marquis had resolved to at- 
tack the place by sea and land at five 
different points ; for which purpose he 
had assembled 200 boats from Cadiz, &c. 
^ Though disappointed in their de- 
signs, the Spaniards still entertained 
hopes of taking the fortress ; and sup- 
posing the troops would be less on their 
guard while the fleet was in the bay, 
they formed the desperate scheme of 
surprising the garrison, though the 
British admiral was before the town. 
The 31st of October, 600 volunteers 
took the sacrament, never to return till 
they had taken Gibraltar. This for- 
lorn party was conducted by a goat- 
herd to tiie south side of tiie rock, near 
the Cave-guard (at that time called the 
Pass of Locust-trees). Fortune, in the 
beginning, so fiir fiivoured the enter- 
prise, that they mounted the rock, and 
lodged themselves imperceived the first 
night in St. Michael's cave ; the suc- 
ceeding night they scaled Charles the 
Fifth's wall; surprised and put to 
death the guard at the Signal-house 
and at Middle-hill, where afterwards, 
by ropes and ladders, they got up 
several hundreds of the party who had 
been ordered to sustain them; but 
being discovered, a strong detachment 
of grenadiers marched up immediately 
from the town, and attacked tiiem with 
such spirit, that 160 of them were 
killed, or driven over the nrecipice, and 
a colonel and 30 officers, with the re- 
mainder, taken prisoners. These brave, 
but unfortunate adventurers, were to 
iiave been supported by a body of 



French troops, and some feints were to 
have been made below to engage the 
attention of the garrison ; but the com- 
manding officers disagreeing, they were 
left to their fortune. 

Sir John Leake was not idle whilst 
he remained in the bay, but was conti- 
nually alarming the enemy on their 
coasts. The 22nd of November he had 
information, by one of his cruisers, 
that a strong squadron was fitting out 
at Cadiz, which would be soon read^ 
for sea ; and receiving iurther intelli- 

fence, that a convoy, fitted out from 
asbon for the relief of Gibraltar, was 
on its way, he prepared to join it off 
Lagos, in order to protect it past 
Cadiz; but was confined within the 
Straits by a westerly wind. The 
prince, in the mean time, redoubled his 
exertions to prevent the enemy's de- 
signs, who flattered themselves, that on 
the arrival of their fleet from Cadiz, 
Sir John would be obliged to retire, 
and the garrison surrender to their 
united attacks. Their fire was con- 
tinued with additional vivacity, many 
cannon in the place were dismountea, 
and the works were materially injured 
in different parts. 

Af^rs were in tiiis situation, when 
part of the long-wished-for succours 
arrived on the 7th of December;. and 
two days following, the remainder came 
in with near 2000 men, with propor- 
tionable ammunition* and provisions. 
They sailed from Lisbon under convoy 
of K>ur frigates, and thought them- 
selves safe on discovering, off Cape 
Spartel, a fleet of men-of-war, under 
English and Dutch colours : expecting 
to meet Sir John, with the combined 
fleet, at the entrance of the Stnuts, 
they endeavoured to join them, but for- 
tunately were becalmed: they then 
hoisted out their boats to tow the ships,* 
when, perceiving the men-of-war ex- 
tend themselves in form of a half 
moon, in order to surround them, 
they began to suspect some deception, 
and accordingly made a private signal, 
which totally frusti'ated the enemy's 
measures, who were thereby discovered, 
and, striking their fiilse colours, endea- 
voured to fall upon the transports ; but 
these latter, beisff lighter vessels, 
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escaped by their oars, and, night com- 
ing on, steered for the bay, with the 
loss of only two transports. It was 
now thought no longer necessary to 
detain the fleet in the bay, or on the 
coast ; especially when Monsieur Poin- 
tis was so near, with a superior force. 
Sir John accordingly arrived at Lisbon 
the latter end of &e year. 

The Spanish general being reinforced 
with a considerable body of infantry, 
made an attack, on the 11th of January, 
1705, with 60 grenadiers on the works 
at the extremity of the King's lines ; 
but, two officers and several others 
being killed, the rest retreated. This 
repuLse did not, however, discourage 
him; for, early on the succeeding day, 
the attack was renewed by 500 or 600 
grenadiers, French and Walons, 6up« 
ported by 1000 Spaniards, under Lieu- 
tenant-General Tuy. Their disposition 
was to storm a breach which had been 
made in the round tower, at the ex- 
tremity of the King's lines, and another 
in the intrenchment on the hill. The 
retrenchment which covered the latter 
breach, with part of the intrenchment 
joining the precipice of the rock, was 
defended at night by a captsun, three 
subalterns, and 90 men; but it was 
customary- for the captain to withdraw, 
with two subalterns and 60 men, at 
daybreak. The round tower was de- 
fended by 18QM|en, commanded by a 
lieutenant-col^K. The marqxus, by 
deserters froHBhe garrison, had ob- 
tained intelligence gf the strength of 
these posts, and concerted his attack 
aceordmgly. The detachment for the 
upper breach mounted the rock at dead 
of night, and concealed themselves in 
the clefts till the captain had with- 
drawn. They then advanced to the 
point of the intrenchment, and, throw- 
mg grenades on the subaltern and his 
party, obliged them to retreat. At the 
same time 300 men stormed the round 
tower, where Lieutenant-Colonel Barr 
made a vigorous defence, though the 
enemy having passed the breach above, 
annoyed him on the flank with great 
stones and grenades: observing, how- 
ever, the Spaniards marching down to 
cut off his retreat from the town, he 
retired, and by getting over the parar 



pet of the King's lines, descended into 
the covered way, where the English 
guards were posted. By this time Uie 
garrison was alarmed; all the regi- 
ments assembled at their proper posts; 
and Captain Fisher endeavoured to 
stop the progress of the enemy with 1 7 
men, but was repulsed and himself 
taken prisoner. Lieutenant - Colonel 
Moncal, at last, with 400 or .500 men, 
charged them with such bravery, that 
they were repulsed, and the tower was 
retaken after it had been in their pos- 
session upwards of an hour. Soon a^r 
this attack, six companies of Dutch 
troops, and 200 English soldiers, were 
received by the garrison, with provi- 
sions and stores. 

The Spaniards and French were still 
obstinately bent on the recovery of 
Gibraltar. The Marquis de Villada- 
rias was superseded by the Marshal 
Tesse, a French general; and Monsieur 
Pointis was directed to co-operate with 
the marshal in blocking up the port 
with a powerftil fleet. The marshal 
joined the army with four fresh bat- 
talions, besides eight companies which 
had been sent before. The ordnance, 
which from constant use had been 
greatly injured, were totally exchanged; 
and the works, as they then stood, were 
put in the best repair. 

The English ministry had been in- 
formed of the enemy's new arrange- 
ments ; and, sensible of the importance 
of Gibraltar, ordered a reinforcement, 
under Sir Thomas Dilkes and Sir John 
Hardy, to join Admiral Sir John Leake 
at Lisbon. The junction being effected, 
and his own fleet refitted, Sir John, on 
the 6th of March, sailed with 28 Eng- 
lish, 4 Dutch, and 8 Portuguese men- 
of-war, having on board two battalions. 
Happily for the besieged, the incessant 
rains about this period had retarded 
the marshal's operations, and greatly 
distressed Monsieur Pointis, several of 
whose ships were forced from their 
anchors by a strong westerly wind, and 
driven to the eastward. He, with the 
remainder of his squadron, was quitting 
the bay, when the British admiral en- 
tered tiie Straits, and about half past 
five, on the morning of the 10th, was 
I almost abreast of &brita Point. Sir 
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John Leake, discovering five sail mak- 
ing out of the bay, and a gun fired at 
them from the garrison, concluded that 
the town was safe, and immediately 

Sive chace. Three French ships of 
e line were taken, and Admiral Poin- 
tis^s ship and another run ashore and 
burnt. Sir John afterwards looked 
into Malaga, where some of the ships 
that had been driven from the harbour 
had taken shelter; but, hearins the 
report of the guns, they had made the 
b^t of their way to Toulon. Sir John, 
finding the pursuit of them in vain, 
returned on the 19th to Gibraltar, 
which was now so well supplied, that 
Marshal Tess^ withdrew Ids troops 
from the trenches, and formed a block- 
ade; drawing an intrenchment across 
the isthmus, to prevent the garrison 
from ravaging the country. 

In the course of this siege, the enemy 
did not lose fewer than 10,000 men, 
including those who died of sickness, 
&c. The garrison lost about 400. 

The Prince of Hesse remained in the 
place while the batteries were repaired: 
he made also some additions to the for- 
tifications, and left the garrison much 
stronger than it was before the siege. 
The prince then joined tiie Archduke 
Charles at Lisbon, where the combined 
fleets of England and Holland were 
assembled, to support that prince in 
obtaining the crown of Spain. 

As the archduke w»s resolved to try 
his fortune with the Earl of Peter- 
borough, in Valencia and Catalonia, 
the Prince of Hesse was sent back to 
Gibraltar, to prepare part of the garri- 
son to embark, and soon after was fol- 
lowed by the fleet; upon whose arrival, 
in August, 1705, the archduke was 
received bv the garrison as lawful 
sovereign of Spain, and proclaimed by 
the title of Charles III. Having taken 
on board the English guards, and three 
old regiments, leaving only two new 
battalions in the town (as there was no 
danger to be apprehended from the 
enemy), they proceeded, on the 5th of 
August, for Valencia. His Majesty 
then appointed Major-General fiamos, 
who had been present during the siege, 
governor of Gibraltar ; and sent with 
him about 400 men for its gi-eater 



security. General Ramos afterwards 
resigned his government, and was suc- 
ceeded by Colonel Roger Elliot; dur- 
ing whose government Gibraltar was 
made a free port, by a special order 
from her Mi^esty Queen Aime. ' 

The following was the governor's 
manifesto on the occasion : — 

** By the Hon. Roger Elliot, Colonel 
of one of her Majesty's regiments of 
foot, and Governor of the city and gar- 
rison of Gibraltar. 

" Whereas her Majesty of Great Bri- 
tain, &c. hath been graciously pleased, by 
her warrant to me, dated 19th February 
last, to cdnfirm her former declarations 
for the freedom of this port, and to re- 
gulate and command me not to permit 
any duty or imposition whatsoever to 
be laid or received for any ship or 
vessel, or for any goods, wares, mer- 
chandise, or provisions, imported or 
exported out of this port ; but that the 
same be free and open for all ships and 
vessels, goods, wares, merchandise, and 
provisions: these are to make known 
and publish her said Majesty's royal 
will and pleasure ; and all persons con- 
cerned are hereby strictly required to 
take notice thereof, not presuming to 
demand or receive any duty or imposi- 
tion whatsoever for any ship or vessel, 
or for any goods, wares, merchandise, 
or provisions, as they will answer the 
contrary at their peril^K 

** Given at Gibralt^ppril, 1706." 

Colonel Congreve was commandant 
before 1714. He was succeeded by 
Colonel Cotton. In 1720 Gibraltar 
seems to have been threatened by the 
Spaniards. Ceuta, a Spanish fortress 
in Barbary, had then been besieged 
many years by the Moors ; and a for- 
midable force, commanded by the Mar^ 
quis de Leda, was assembled in Gibral- 
tar Bay, under pretence of relieving it, 
but wiui a secret intention of first sur- 
prising Gibraltar; for which purpose 
they had procured scaling-ladders, &c« 
&c This armament was not fitted out 
so secretly but that the British minis- 
try had timely notice, and, suspecting 
some finesse, dispatched orders to Co- 
lonel Kane, governor of Minorca, im- 
mediately to embark a part of his gar* 
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risoiu and repair to Gibraltar, under 
convoj of the fleet in the Mediterra- 
nean. On his arrival he found Gibral- 
tar in a yexT critical situation; the 
garrison consisting only of three weak 
battalions, commanded by Major He- 
therington, who, except Major Batte- 
roux, was tfie only field-officer in the 
place. Many officers were absent, only 
fourteen days' provisions in the stores, 
and many Spaniards in the town, with 
a fleet before its walls. Such was the 
feeble posture of affairs when he op- 
portunely arrived with 600 men, provi- 
sions, and ammunition. The British 
commodore acted afterwards in so 
spirited a manner, that the Marquis de 
Leda was obliged to sail for Ceuta, 
though he continued of opinion that 
the garrison might have been taken by 
a general assault 

This scheme proving abortive, Gib- 
raltar renuuned unmolested till the 
latter end of the year 1726, when the 
Spaniards, who luul kept a watchful 
eye on the garrison, assembled an 
army in the neighbourhood of Alge- 
ziras. On the 20th of January follow- 
ing, they encamped on the plam below 
St. Roque, and began to erect a battery 
on tiie beach to protect their camp. 
Admiral Hopson was then at anchor m 
the bay, with a very fbrmidable fl^t; 
but, as he had not received any intelli- 
gence of hostilities having conuuenced 
between the courts of Great Britain and 
Madrid, he was with reluctance com- 
pelled to overlook the transporting of 
provisions, artillery, and ammunition 
fh)m Algeziras (where they had formed 
their depdts) to the camp. Brigadier 
Kane, who had been a second time or- 
dered from Minorca to Gibraltar, lay 
also under similar embarrassments with 
the admiral. The operations of the 
enemy, however, tending towards a 
direct attack upon the garrison, he 
tfaoueht it prudent to order the Spa- 
niard out of the town, and forbid their 
galleys anchoring under his guns. 

It must be understood that- Gibraltar 
had undergone considerable alterations 
since the siege of i705 : several works 
had been erected on the heights above 
the lines, which were distinguished by 
the name of Willis's batteries; the 



Prince's lines were also extended to the 
extremity of the rock ; and an inunda- 
tion with a causeway was formed out 
of the morass that was in fh)nt of the 
grand battery. 

The Count de Las Torres commanded 
the Spanish forces, amounting to near 
20,000 men ; and soon a^r his camp 
was formed, he advanced within reach 
of the garrison. The brigadier there- 
upon dispatched a parley, to desire 
"That he would witiidraw from the 
range of his guns, otherwise he should 
do his utmost to force him." The 
count answered, "That, as the garri- 
son could conmiand no more than they 
had power to maintain, he should ob^ 
his Catholic Majesty's orders, and en- 
croach as far as he was able." Not- 
withstanding this insult, as war had 
not been formally declared, the bri- 
gadier waived commencing hostilities, 
till the Spaniards, by their proceedings, 
should oblige him, in defence of his 
command. 

In the beginning of February, Bri- 
gadier Clayton, the lieutenant-go- 
vernor, arrived with reinforcements, 
on board Sir Charles Wager's fleet; 
and a council of war was immediately 
summoned, but the result was a deter- 
mination not to fire upon the Spaniards. 
The 10th of February, the enemy 
brought materials for batteries to the 
old windmill, on the neutral ground ; 
upon which the lieutenant-governor 
again collected the sense of the admirals 
and field-officers ; when in the second 
council it was unanimously agreed that 
the Spanish general had made open war 
in encroaching so fiir on the liberties of 
the garrison. This being their opi- 
nion. Brigadier Clayton sent a parley 
to the count, to know the reason of his 
breaking ground : to which the count 
replied, tluit " he was on his master'fi 
ground, and was not answerable to any 
other person for his conduct." As thu 
answer directly indicated the hostile 
intentions of the Spaniards, the lieute- 
nant-governor, in the evening, with- 
drew the out-goard, and the succeedins 
day in the anemoon opened the old 
mole and Willis's batteries on their 
workmen. They persisted, n^verUie- 
less, in canning on the work ; and al 
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night a large party marched down to 
tlie DeviFe Tower, where they imme- 
diately broke ground, and began a 
eommunication with their other work. 
This party were greatly annoyed in 
marching to their post, but were soon 
under cover of the rock, where the guns 
could not be depressed to bear upon 
them. 

Numbers of the enemy deserted to 
the garrison, by whom, on the 17th, the 
lieutenant-governor was informed that 
they were constructing a mine, in a 
cave under Willis's, with an intention, 
if possible, to blow up that battery. 
The engineers on this intelligence re- 
eonnoitered the cave; which, after 
some difficulty, they discovered, with a 
sentry at the entrance ; and a party was 
immediately stationed to annoy the 
communication with musketry. On 
the morning of the 22nd, the count 
opened on the garrison, with seventeen 
pieces of cannon, besides mortars. The 
day following Brigadier Kane left the 
garrison, to detach a reinforcement from 
Minorca. In the mean time Sir Charles 
Wager and Admiral Hopson, with the 
fleet under their command, were con- 
stantly distressing the enemy, by inter- 
cepting their homeward-bound ships; 
and the prizes which were brought 
into the bay greatly benefited the be- 
sieged. The 3rd of March, the enemy 
opened a new battery of 22 guns on the 
old mole and town; and on the 8th, 
another of 15 guns, bearing also upon 
the old mole, which, it seems, proved a 
troublesome battery to the western flank 
of their approaches. 

The lieutenant-governor continued a 
constant and well-directed fire from all 
the batteries that bore upon their works : 
but the ordnance in general being old 
were bursting daily on the batteries; 
by which accidents the garrison expe- 
rienced more casualties than from all 
the fire of the enemy. The 27th, Col. 
Middleton's regiment arrived, also six 
companies and a half of Col. Hay*s, 
with two engineers, a captain of artil- 
lery, and several bombardiers, gunners, 
and matrosses, with 140 recruits for the 
other regiments. 

The admirals, the 2nd of April, 
formed the design of bombarding Alge- 



ziras, whence the enemy were con- 
stantly supplied with various articles 
of ammunition; but the ships, after 
getting under way, were becalmed, and 
obliged to come to anchor; after which 
the navy never gave themselves any 
ftirther concern about annoying them 
in that quarter. On the f 0th Colonel 
Cosby arrived in the Solebay, with 
500 men, from Minorca ; and two days 
following the admirals sailed to the 
westwaro, leaving Commodore Davies 
behind, with six men-of-war and the 
sloops, ^r Charles did not return 
during the siege. The 16th, the lieu- 
tenant-governor ordered two serjeants» 
with ten men each, to advance from 
the spur-guard, under the rock, and 
along the causeway, and alarm the 
enemy in the trenches; giving them 
directions to retire when they found 
their guards sufficientiy alarmed, when 
he intended to salute them with grape, 
&c. from Willis's and the lines. These 
orders were executed, and the enemy 
instantiy beat to arms ; but the bom- 
bardier appointed to give the signal to 
the batteries, firing too soon, the enemy 
saw through the design, and retired 
without any considerable loss. 

Lord Portmore, the governor, ar- 
rived on the 21st, with a battalion of 
guards, and another of the line ; also 
Colonel Watson, of the artillery, with 
several noblemen as volunteers. The 
26th the count opened a new battery 
against Willis's and the extremity of 
Prince's lines. Their batteries now 
mounted sixty cannon, besides mortars. 
In the beginning of May the garrison 
had intelligence that the enemy de- 
signed an assault: precautions were 
accordingly taken, and the guns on 
the lower defences loaded with grape. 
The Spaniards added still to their 
approaches, and raised various com- 
munications to and ftt)m their advanced 
batteries. Towards the 16th and 20th 
their firing abated, but their engineers 
proceeded in advancing their trenches. 
On the 31st a vessel arrived with 375 
barrels of powder from Lisbon. June 
the 8rd the Solebay came in, with a 
further supply of 980 barrels of pow- 
der and 500 thirteen-inch shells, from 
Mahon. The firing continued till the 
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12th, when about ten at night Colonel 
Fitzgerald, of the Irish bricade, beat 
a parley, and being admitted into the 
gfurison, delivered letters to Lord 
Portmore fh>m the Dutch minister at 
the court of Madrid, with a copy of 
the preliminaries of a general peace; 
whereupon a suspension of arms took 
place and all hostilities ceased on both 
sides. 

The garrison lost in the whole about 
300 killed and wounded ; and 70 can- 
non, with 30 mortars, burst during 
the siege. The enemy's casualties could 
never be ascertained. In killed, wound- 
ed, &c. it was computed they lost near 
3000 men. 

When Lord Portmore and the count 
agreed to a cessation, the Spaniards of 
course were compelled to forsake the 
mine under WUlis's: their parties, 
however, taking possession of it a 
second time, his lordship considered it 
as a breach of the articles of cessation, 
and represented it accordingly. The 
count afterwards withdrew ; the works 
were dismantled and levelled, and the 
troops retreated to their different can- 
tonments. 

The Spaniards during this siege 
never made the least attempt to cut off 
the communication by sea ; so that the 
garrison was regularly supplied with 
provisions and fascines from Barbary, 
and had a regular correspondence with 
England. 

In 1728 the Parliament of Great 
Britain addressed his Majesty King 
George II., to take effectual care, in 
the treaty then pending, to preserve his 
undoubted right to Gibraltar and the 
island of Minorca. Overtures had been 
made by his Majesty George I. to re- 
store the former to Spain, if the parlia- 
ment would have consented to such 
restitution ; but the minister, finding an 
opposition, declined proceeding in the 
business. In 1730 Lieut.-Gen. Sabine 
was governor of Gibraltar. The Spa- 
niard during his government erected 
the forts and lines across the isthmus, 
about a mile from the garrison, which 
effectually prevent any communication 
with the country, an^ as we have ex- 
perienced, are of considerable advan- 
tage in case of a siege. The western 



fort, called St. Philip's, entirely com- 
mands the best anchorage on the side 
of the bay next the garrison. Lieut- 
Gren. Columbine succeeded General 
Sabine, and he was succeeded by Lieut- 
Gen. Hargrave. 

General Bland was appointed go- 
vernor in 1749, at which time a general 
relief of troops took place. The esta- 
blishment at that period was four bat- 
talions of infantiT and a company of 
artillery. Lord George Beauclerk and 
the Hon. General Herbert were seve- 
rally commandants in the absence of 
General Bland; and in 1755 Lieut- 
Gen. Fowkes was deputed governor. 
Lord Tyrawley succeeded him, in 
whose absence the Earl of Panmure 
was commandant Earl Home was 
afterwards governor, and died there in 
1761. During the government of this 
nobleman, about the year 1760, an in- 
cident occurred, which, as it alarmed 
the garrison very much at that time, is 
deserving of notice. Two British re- 
giments had been a very considerable 
time on that station, and, from the con- 
tinuance of the war, saw little prospect 
of being relieved. Amongst these a 
conspira^ was formed by some dis- 
affected persons to surprise, plunder, 
and massacre their officers, and in short 
all whom they judged to be averse to 
their designs. After securing the money 
which was intended for the pa3rment of 
the troops, they meant to purchase for 
themselves a secure retreat, by surren- 
dering this so much wished-for fortress 
into the hands of Spain. The numbers 
who joined the conspirators were not 
fewer than 730. An accidental quarrel 
in a wine-house defeated this dange- 
rous project, and produced a discovery. 
Reed, a private in the seventh regi- 
ment, was executed on the grand parade 
as the ringleader ; and ten others were 
condemnea. 

After the death of Lord Home, 
Colonel Tovey and Major-General 
Parslow were each commandants, till 
the Hon. Lieut-Gen. Comwallis was 
appointed governor. During this ge- 
neral's absence from the garrison. 
Colonel Irwin was commandant ; and 
on General Comwallis leaving Gibral- 
tar a second time, Major-Gen. Boyd« 
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lieutenant-gOYemor, commauded. In 
this general's government the garrison 
was considerably strengthened with 
three new bastions on the searline, and 
additional improTements at the south- 
ward. 

In 1776 the Ki^ht Hon. General 
George Augustus Eliott was appointed 



governor of that important fortress, and 
joined his command in 1777. 

In 1767 General Eliott, who had 
been honoured in 1783 with the Order 
of the Bath for his glorious defence of 
Gibraltar, returned to England, and 
Major-General 0*Hara was appointed 
commandant during his absence. 
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CHAPTER II. 



Description of the Rock, with the Fortifications and Town of Gibraltar — Remains of Moorish 
Architecture---Nataral Curiosities — Climate — Vegetation — Fish ; and whence supplied with 
Cattle, &c. — Military establishment — Description of the Ray — Algesiras — Some accounts of 
the ancient City of Carteia — St. Roqne— Conclusive Remarks. 



As the History which is to be the sub- 
ject of the foUowiDg pages will be 
more in detail than £e preceding nar- 
rative, it may on some accounts be ne- 
cessary, and cannot on any, I flatter 
myself, be disagreeable, to present the 
rdider with a short description of this 
celebrated rock, and the fortifications 
which haye been erected for its de- 
fence. 

The promontory, or rock, at the foot 
of which stands the town, is upwards of 
1300 feet in height ; projecting into the 
sea several miles from the continent, 
with which it is connected by an isth- 
mus of low sand. This appearance 
makes it not improbable that Mons 
Calpe in former ages has been totafly 
snrroimded by the sea. The north 
front of the peninsula, which presents 
itself to the main land, is of various 
heights. The breadth of the isthmus, 
at the foot of the rock, is about 900 
yards ; but it grows considerably wider 
towards the country. Across this isth- 
mius (which, with Gibraltar and the 
oppdflte coast, forms the bay) the Spar 
nianls have drawn a fortified line at 
about a utile's distance from the gar- 
rison, extending 1700 yards, and em- 
bracing both shores : a fort of masonry 
is erected at each extremity, mounting 
23 or 24 guns each ; these forts are of 
different forms, and are called Fort St. 
Philip and Fort St. Barbara. The 
former of them commands the best and 
the usual anchoring place of our ship- 
ping and small craft, and, by forming a 
cross fire with Fort St Barbara on the 
neutral ground, prevents all communi- 
cation between the garrison and the 
ooimtry 



The rock, as I have mentioned be- 
fore, is upwards of 1300 feet perpendicu- 
lar above the level of the sea ; and is se- 
parated by a ridge fh)m north to south, 
dividing it into two unequal parts. The 
wes'em front or division is a gradual 
slope, interspersed with precipices ; but 
the opposite side, looking to the Medi- 
terranean, and the north front facing 
the Spanish lines, are both naturally 
very steep, and totally inaccessible. It 
is this peculiar circumstance which 
forms the chief strength of Gibraltar. 

The town is built at the foot of the 
north-west fece of the hill, and is for- 
tified in an irregular manner. The 
communication with it from the isth- 
mus is by a long narrow causeway 
(serving as a dam to an inundation), 
which is defended by a curtain, with 
two bastions, mounting 26 pieces of 
cannon, a dry ditch, covered way, and 
glacis well mined. These, with the 
causeway, are warmly flanked by the 
King's, Queen's, and Prince's lines; 
works cut in the rock with immense 
labour, and scarped to be almost inac- 
cessible. Above the lines are the bat- 
teries at Willis's, and others at different 
heights, until they crown the summit 
of the rock, where several batteries are 
erected for cannon and mortars. These 
batteries, the lowest of which is up- 
wards of 400 feet above the neutral 
ground, mount between 50 and 60 
pieces of heavy ordnance, and entirely 
command the isthmus below. Exclu- 
sive of what are here mentioned, addi- 
tional works of a singular nature were 
projected in 1782, which, with others in 
the lines, on a similar plan, that are 
(1789) executing under the directioQ of 
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Major-General O'Hara, will render Gi- 
braltar almost impregnable in that 
quarter. The old mole, to the west of 
the ^rand battery, forms also a very 
formidable flank, and, with the lines, a 
cross-fire on the causeway and neutral 
ground. This battery has been found 
so great an annoyance to the besiegers, 
that, by way of distinction, it has long 
been known under the appellation of 
the Devil's Tongue. Indeed, the ord- 
nance in the lines, upon the grand bat- 
tery, and the old mole, all together, ex- 
hibit so formidable an appearance to a 
spectator on the causeway, that the en- 
trance into the garrison is called by the 
Spaniards the Mouth of Fire. 

From the grand battery, along the 
sea-line, looking towards the bay, the 
town is defended by the North, Monta- 
gue's,* Prince of Orange's, King's, and 
South bastions; the line-wall or cur- 
tains between which mount many can- 
non and mortars. Montague's, Prince 
of Orange's, and King's bastions have 
been erected lately. The latter is a 
very complete piece of fortification, 
commanding the bay from New to Old 
mole heads, and mounting 12 thirty- 
two pounders and four ten-mch howit- 
zers in front, 10 guns and howitzers 
on its flanks, and has casemates for 800 
men, with kitchens and ovens for cook- 
ing. Montague's is much smaller, 
mounts only 12 pieces of cannon, but 
has a casemate for 200 men, coramuui- 
eating with the Old mole. In 1782 
the engineers began a cavalier upAi 
this bastion for 2 guns; but it was 
UQ^ finished till after the grand attack 
in September. Another work of this 
nature was likewise erected in the be- 
ginning of the blockade, for 5 guns, on 
&e north bastion of the grand battery. 



* These bastions and the connecting cur- 
tains were bo much injured in the last siege, 
that it was thought necessary to take them 
down, and str>*ngthen this part of the town 
fortifications hy an extensive line of new 
>rorks projecting to a considerable distance 
into the sea ; the foundations of which were 
laid in 1788. Many officers, however, doa'it 
whether the substantial defences of Gibraltar 
are improved by these alterations. Some ad- 
ditions were likewise made in the same place 
to the Grand battery and at Land Fort, where 
they were more wanted. 



The town on the sea-line is not less 
protected by natural defences than by 
fortifications. A shoal of sharp rocks 
extends along the front tar into the 
bay, and prevents ships of large bur- 
then from approaching very near the 
walls. 

From the south bastion (which is 
considerablv higher than the rest of 
the works, m oiSer to protect the town 
from the eminences on the red sands) 
a curtain extends up the &ce of the 
hill, and concludes, at an inaccessible 
precipice, the works of the town. In 
this curtain is the South-port gate, 
before which, and the south bastion, is 
a dry ditch, with a covered way and 
glacis. At the east end, on the de* 
clivity of the hill, above the gate, is a 
large flat bastion connected with the 
curtain, and mounting 13 guns, bearing 
on the bay, &c. This work is covered 
by a demi-bastion that joins the pre- 
cipice. Above the precipice, an old 
Moorish wall is contmued to the ridge 
of the rock ; in the front of which a cur- 
tain with loop-holes and redans (built 
in the reign of the Emperor Charles V., 
and called after his name) extends to 
the top, effectually cutting off all com- 
nymication in that quarter. Between 
the Moorish and Charles the FiMi's 
walls is the signal-house ; whence, on a 
serene and clear day, the guard have an 
unbounded view of the Mediterranean, 
and can just observe a part of the At- 
lantic Ocean over the Spanish moun- 
tains. Signals formerly were made 
at this post on the appearance of top- 
sail vessels from east and wes^ but 
soon after the commencement m the 
late war we discovered that the Spd!hish 
cruisers were more frequently informed 
of the approach of our friends by our 
signals tiian by their own. The sig- 
nals were therefore discontinued during 
the siege, but were resumed after the 
general peace of 1783. 

The above account comprehends a 
general description of the fortifications 
of the town, avoiding too minute a de- 
tail of each work. I shall therefore 
proceed in describing, in the same 
general manner, the works to the south- 
ward. 

From the south bastion a line-wnl] 



1789.] 



SIEGE OF GIBRALTAR. 



1ft 



is continued along the beach to the 
New mole, where an irregular fort is 
erected, mounting 26 guns. This line- 
wall is divided d^ a small bastion of 
8 guns; and in its rear is a retired 
work, called the Princess of Wales's 
lines, in which are several strong bat- 
teries for the sea. Near the south 
bastion, though without the town, is a 
wharf called Ragged Stafi^ where the 
supplies for the garrison are usually 
landed, being convenient from its vi- 
cinity to the victualling-office and store- 
houses in the town. The communica- 
tion to this quay is by spiral wooden 
stairs, and a drawbridge opening into 
the covered way ; in front of which is a 
small work of masonry mounting 2 
guns. At the foot of the stairs is the 
basin, where shipping take in water. 
Two tanks are also appropriated to 
this purpose near the eight-gun bas- 
tion. 

Within the New mole there is depth 
of water sufficient for a ship of the 
line to lie alongside the wharf and 
heave down. At the mole head is a 
circular battery for heavy metal, joined 
to the New mole fort by a strong wall, 
fraised; having a banquette for mus- 
ketry, with two embrasures opening 
towards the bay. This mole, with the 
Old mole at Waterport, were built for 
the accommodation of trading vessels : 
the former, however, is generally oc- 
cupied by men-of-war ; and the latter, 
not having more than six foet at low 
water, only admits small craft to the 
whar&: merchantmen of large burthen 
are obliged therefore to anchor about 
half or three quarters of a mile from 
Waterport, in seven or eight fethoms. 
But in time of war this anchorage is 
conmianded by tne Spanish forts : they 
are consequeptiy, in case of a rupture 
with Spain, under the necessity of re- 
moving to the southward of the New 
mole, where the ground is so rocky 
end foul that they are often in immi- 
nent danger during the strong south- 
erly win£. From the New mole fort 
to the north end of Rosia Bay, the rock 
is difficult of access; nevertheless a 
parapet is continued, and batteries are 
erected, as situations dictate. The 



works at Rosia are 8l3*ong, and fl9iik 
each other. They are close aloag 
the beach, which is low, and have a 
retired battery of 8 guns in the rear. . 

The rock continues to ascend f^utm 
the south point of Rosia Bay, by Far- 
son's Lodge (behind which, upon an 
eminence, is a new battery en barbet^ 
on traversing carriages), to Camp- 
guard, and Buena Vista; so called 
from the beautifid prospect which ia 
there presented to a spectator of the 
bay and the neighbouring kingdoms of 
Barbary and Spain. A line-wall is 
raised, notwithstanding the Vock being 
inaccessible, with cannon at different 
distances. At Buena Vista there are 
several guns en barbet, which have 
great command ; and the hill towards 
Europe is slightiy fortified, which 
gives it the appearance, at a distance, 
of an old castle repaired. The rock 
then descends by the Devil's Bowling- 
green, so named from the irregularity 
of its surface, to Littie Bay. At this 
post, which is totally surrounded with 
precipices, there is a barbet battery, ^ 
flankmg the worics to the new mole : ' 
thence the rock continues naturally 
steep for a considerable distance, when 
the line-wall and batteries recommence, 
and extend in an irregular manner to 
Europa Point, the southern extremity 
of the garrison, though not the southern 
point of Europe. The rock from this 
point is regularly perpendicular to 
Europa advance, where a few batteries, 
and a post at the Cave-^ard, terminate 
the works. The fortifications along 
the sea-line at Europa do not, however, 
constitute the principal strength of that 
part of the garrison. The retired and 
maccessible lines of Windmill-hill have 
great command, and, being situated 
within musket-shot of the sea, are very 
formidable, and of great consequence 
in that quarter. 

The preceding description, it is 
hoped, will be sufficiently explanatory. 
The new bastions on the sea-line were 

Slanned and executed by, and under the 
irection of the chief engineer. Majors 
General Sir William Green, Bart 
Lieutenant-General Robert Boyd laid 
the foundation-stone of the King's ba»> 
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tioQ, in the abfleace of General Corn- 
lAllis, the governor. The garrison 
also underwent oonaiderable alterations 
whilst he commanded : Windmill-hill 
yr$fi fortified, and other changes were 
effected at the southward. The im- 
provements on the northern front were 
carried on under the direction of Ge- 
neral Geor^ Augustas Eliott since 
he was appointed to the government 
The communication, or gallery leading 
to St George's Hall, fU>ove Farring- 
don's battery; QueenVlines battery, 
and conununication ; two works of the 
same nature, which extend under the 



Queen's battery (Willis's*), and in the 
rock above Prince of Hesse's bastion ; 
are all so singularly contrived, and 
of so formidable a nature, that all 
direct attacks by land, henceforward, 
may be considered as quixotism and 
insanity. 

Before the interior part of the place 
is described, it will not be improper to 
conclude the description of its outer 
works, by inserting an abstract of the 
guns, howitzers, and mortars mounted 
upon the different batteries. The ori- 
ginal, from which this was copied, was 
taken in the begging of March, 1783. 



Cannon. 



Mortars. 



Howitzers* 



Nature of Ordnanee 



. I 82 



»4 
& 



Pounders. 

4 

18 13 9 6 & 

3 



Serviceable Ordnance, numnted 

Field Artillery . 

Serviceable Ordnance, disnumnted 



77 182 104 70 16 2& 38 
4 6 8 
27 9 15 

77 149 113 74 16 SI 61 



13 



Inch. 

5* 
10 8 4i 

4 



S9 


1 


6 34 














2 


7 31 



29 3 13 65 



Inch. 
10 8 5^ 



19 





9 
4 




19 9 4 



Total serviceable in the garrison. 663 pieces of artillery. 



The town of Gibraltar is built on a 
bed of red sand, similar to those emi- 
nences without Southport, which ori- 
ginally extended from Landport to the 
n)ot of the ascent to tlie south barracks. 
The buildings, before the town was 
destroyed in the late siege, were com- 
posed of different materials, principallv 
of tapia;t though, since the English 
have been in possession of Gibraltar, 
many have been built of Uie rock- 
stone, plastered, and blue-washed on 
the outside, to break the powerful rays 
of the sun, which otherwise would be 
too glaring, and prejudicial to the eyes. 
The modern houses were in general 
covered with tiles ; but the flat terraced 
roo& remained in those erected by the 
Spaniards, and in some, the mirandas 
or towers, whence the inhabitants, 
without removing from home, had a 
beautiful and extensive prospect of the 
bay and neighbouring coasts. 

* The gallery under the Queen*s battery 
has been continued by General O'Hara, and 
now communicates with the Prince's lines: 
it is called the Union Gallery. 

f A cement consisting of mortar made of 
sand, lime, and small pebbles, which being 
well tempered and wrougnt together in a frame, 
acquires great strength and solidity. 



Of the buildings that are most de- 
serving notice, the old Moorish castle 
is the most conspicuous. This antique 
structure is situated on the north-west 
side of the hill, and originally con- 
sisted of a triple wall, the outer in- 
closure descending to the water's edge ; 
but the lower parts have long since 
been removed, and the grand battery 
and Waterport fortifications erected on 
their ruins; and the first, or upper 
wall, would long ago have shared the 
same fate, had it not been found of 
service in covering the town from the 
isthmus, in case of a siege. The walls 
standing at present form an oblong 
square, ascending the hill, at the upper 
angle of which is the principal tower, 
where the governor or alcaide for- 
merly resided. The ruins of a Moorish 
mosque, or place of worship, can be 
traced within the walls; as also a 
neat morisque court, and reservoir for 
water : but the latter cannot, without 
great difficulty, be discovered by a 
stranger. A large tower on the south- 
east wall has long been converted into 
a magazine for powder; and in dif- 
ferent places quarters were fitted up. 
before the late siege, for officers and 
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two companies of soldiers. This castle 
was erected, as I have mentioned be- 
fore, by the Saracens or Moors, on their 
first invading Spain ; and the present 
venerable remams are incontestable 
proofs of its magmficence whilst it 
continued in their possession. 

The ttther principal buildings are 
the convent, or governor's quarters; 
the lieutenant-govemor*s house, which 
is a modem structure; the admiralty 
house, formerly a monastery of white 
friars ; the soldiers' barracks, victual- 
ling-office, and store-house. Besides 
th^, there are th6 Spanish church, 
the atarasana, or galley-house, and 
some other buildings, formerly of note, 
but now in ruins from the fire of the 
Spaniards during the late siege,* 

At the southward are the ^uth bar- 
racks and the Navy hospital. The 
ibrmer a stately building, delightfully 
situated, with a parade in front, and 
two pavilions detached ; the whole ca- 
pable of quartering 1200 men, and 
officers proportionate. The latter a 
capacious pile, well adapted to the pur- 
pose for which it was intended : it has 
an area in the centre, with piazzas and 
a gallery above, by which the sick may 
enjoy the sun, or shade, as they think 
proper : there are apartments for 1000 
men, with pavilions at each wing for 
the accommodation and convenience of 
the surgeons and their attendants. This 
hospital was ori^ally erected for the 
nav^, in case a British fleet should be 
stationed in the Mediterranean ; but, on 
the Spaniards bombarding the town in 
1781, the governor removed into it the 
sick of the garrison. At some distance, 
in the f]*ont of the South barracks, are 
two powder magazines, in which the 
supplies from England are usually de- 
posited, before they are distributed to 
the other magazines. These last were 
the chief, I might say almost the only 
buildings remaming on the rock after 
the late siege ; and their preservation 
was owin^ to their being kept in con- 
stant repair by workmen purposely ap- 
pointed for that duty. 

• Since the peace of 1783, the greatest part 
of the town has been rebuilt, and (whicn is 
much to be regretted) on the old foundations 
and plan. 



Beside the remains of Moorish ar- 
chitecture which have already been 
mentioned, the following have been 
esteemed not unworthy of notice. 
Within the town we find the gallev- 
house, and part of the Spanish church ; 
also the bomb-house, adjoining the 
line-wall : and at the southward, ruins 
of Moorish buildings are discernible on 
Windmill-hill, and at Europa. The 
former are situated on an eminence, 
but no antiquarian can determine to 
what use they were appropriated : some 
are of opinion they were burying-vaults 
for persons of rank; others suppose 
them a prison ; whilst, in the gam^n, 
the whole is generally known by the 
name of the Inquisition. At Europa, 
opposite the guard-house, may be traced 
the remains of a building erected by 
the Moors, but used by the Spaniards as 
a chapel, and called Nuestra Senora del 
Europa. Along the water's edge, with- 
out die fortification, are also several 
ruins of Moorish walls; and towards 
Europa Advance is a Moorish bath, 
called by the garrison the Nuns' Well. 
It is sunk 8 feet deep in the rock, 
is 72 feet long, and 42 feet broad, and 
to preserve the water, has an arched 
roof, supported by pillars. To the left 
of this bath is a cave, under Windmill- 
hill, known by the name of Beef-steak 
Cave, which was a common residence 
for many of the inhabitants during the 
late siege. 

The hill abounds in cavities, that 
serve as receptacles for the rain. None, 
however, is so singular and worthy of 
notice as St Michael's Cave, on the side 
of the hill, in a line with the South 
barracks, about 1100 feet above the 
level of the sea. At the entrance are 
the remains of a strong wall. The 
mouth is only 5 feet wide; but on 
descending a slope of earth, it widens 
considerably, and, with the assistance 
of torches, the openings of several 
smaller caves are discovered. The 
outer cave is about 200 feet long, and 
90 broad. The top appears to be sup- 
ported by pillars of vast magnitude, 
formed by the perpetual droppings of 
petrifying water, the whole bearing 
great resemblance to the inside of a 
gloomy Grothic cathedral. 

c 
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The several gradations in the pro- 
eress of these petrifactions are easily 
discovered. In some may be observed 
small capitals, descending from the roof, 
whilst proportionable bases rise nnder- 
neath : others again are formed of very 
small diameter ; and a third class, im- 
mensely large, seem to support the roof 
c^ this wonderful cavern. Visitors' 
are generally conducted to view this 
cave ; and numbers, with the assistance 
<^ ropes and torches, have attempted 
to explore the depth; however, after 
descencUng about 500 &et, they have 
been obliged to return, by the gross 
vapours which issued from beneath. 
It was in this cave that the Spaniards 
concealed themselves in the siege of 
1727, when a party of Ihem, unper- 
ceived, got mto tiw garrison, at the 
Cave-guard, near Europa Advance, but 
afterwards, fidled in their enterprise. 

There are several other caves on dif- 
ferent parts of the hill, in which the water 
possesses the same petrifying qualities. 
One under Middle-hill, called Poco- 
roca, was fitted up» previous to the 
bombardment, for the governor's re- 
ception : but was afterwards converted 
into a powder magazine, being very 
convenient for 'the batteries on the 
heights. 

Amongst the natural curiosities of 
Gibraltar, the petrified bones, found in 
the cavities of the rocks, have greatly 
attracted the attention of the curious. 
These bones are not found in one par- 
ticular part, but have been discovered 
in various places at a cousiderable dis- 
tance from each other. From the rocks 
iwar Rosia Bay (without the Une- 
wall) great quantities of this curious 
petrifkction have been collected, and. 
sent home for the inspection of natu- 
ralists. Some of the bones are of large 
diameter ; and, being broken with the 
rock, the marrow is easily to be dis- 
tinguished. Colonel James, in his 
description of Gibraltar, mentions an 
entire human skeleton beine discovered 
in the solid rock at the Prince's lines ; 
which tiie miner blew to pieces : and 
in the beginning of the late blockade, 
a party of miners, forming a cave at 
Upper All's Well, in the lines, produced 
several bones that were petrified to the 



rock, and ai)peared to have belonged 
to a large bird: being present at the 
time, I procured several ft^gments; 
but in the bombardment of 1781 they 
were destroyed with other similar ca- 
riosities. 

The hill is remarkable for the number 
of apes about its summit, which are said 
not to be fi>und in any other part of 
Spain. They breed in places inacces- 
sible to man, and frequently appear in 
large droves with their joung on their 
ba^, on the western mee of the hill. 
It is imagined they were originaUy 
brought from Barbary by the Moors^ as 
a similar species inhabits Moos Abyla, 
which, on that account, is generally 
called Ape's-hilL Bed-leg^ par- 
tridges are often found in coveys^ 
woodcocks and teal are sometimes seen, 
and wild rabbits are caught about 
Europa and Windmill-hill. The gar- 
rison orders forbid offioersi to shoot ou. 
the western side of the rock ; parties, 
however, often go in boats round Eu- 
ropa Point to kill wild pigeons^ which 
are numerous in the caves. 

Eagles and vultures annually visit 
Gibndtar from Barbary, in their way 
to the interior parts of Spain. The 
former breed in the craggy parts of 
the rock, and, with the hawk, are often 
seen towering round its summit Mos* 
chetoes are exceedingly troublesome 
towards the close of summer, and 
locusts are sometimes found. The 
scorpion, centipes, and other venomous 
reptiles, abound amcmgst the rocks and 
old buildings ; and the harmless green 
lizard and snake are frequentiy caught 
by the soldiers, who, after drawing 
their teeth, treat them with every 
mark of fondness. 

With re^rd to the climate of Gib- 
raltar, the mhabitants Iffeathe a tempe- 
rate and wholesome air for most part 
of the year. The simimer months of 
June, July, and August are excessively 
warm, with a perpetual serene and 
clear sky : the heat is however allayed, 
in a great measure, by a constant re^ 
freshing breeze from the sea, which 
usually sets in about ten in the fore- 
noon, continuing till almost sunset; 
and, Arom its invigorating and agree- 
able coolness, is emphatically called 
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the Doctor. The cold in winter is not 
go excessive as in the neighbouring 
parts of the country. Snow ^Ils but 
seldom, and ice is a rarity; yet the 
Granadian mountains in Spain, and the 
lofty mountains in Africa, have snow 
lying on them for several months. 
Heavy rains, high winds, and most 
tremendous thunder, with dreadfully 
vivid lightniue, are the attendants on 
December and January. The rain 
then pours down in torrents from the 
hill, and, descending with great rapi- 
dity, oftoi chokes up the £ains with 
large stones and rubbish, and some- 
times does great injury to the works ; 
but these storms are never of long 
duration : the sky soon clears up ; the 
heavy clouds disperse; the cheering 
sun appears, and sufficiently compen- 
sates for the horrors of the preceding 
night. It is during this season that 
the water that serves the garrison for 
the ensuing summer is collected. The 
aqueduct, which conducts it to the 
fountain in the centre of the town, is 
extremely well executed ; and was con- 
structed by a Jesuit, when the Spaniards 
were in possession of Gibraltar. It is 
erected beneath the bank of sand, with- 
out South port, be^nniug to the south- 
ward of the eight-gun bastion, and, 
collecting the rain-water that filters 
through the sand, conducts it to the 
South port, and thence to the fountain. 
The water, thus strained and purified, 
is remarkably clear and wholesome. 

The appearance of the Rock is barren 
and forbidding, as few trees or shrubs, 
excepting palmettos, are to be seen on 
the face or the hill ; yet it is not en- 
tirely destitute of vegetation ; wild 
herl», of different kinds, sprine up in 
the interstices of the rocks, when the 
periodical rains set in, and afford some 
trifling nourishment to the bullocks, 
slieep, and goats that browse upon the 
hilL The first rains generally &il in 
September or October, and contiuoe at 
intervals to refresh ^e garrison till 
April or May. When they cease, and 
the powerful rays of the sun have 
withered the little verdure that ap- 
peared on the hill, nothing ofiers to 
the eye but sharp uncouth rocks,^aod 
dried palmetto bushes. The soil col< 



lected in the low ground is, however, 
extremely rich and fertile, producing a 
variety of fruits and vegetables. Colo- 
nel James, in his elaborate history of 
the Herculean Straits, enumerates no 
less than 300 different herbs which are 
to be found on various parts of the 
rock. Gibraltar consequently must be 
an excellent field of amusement to a 
botanist. 

The garrison, befbre the blockade of 
1779, was chiefly supplied with, roots 
and garden-stuff from the gardens on 
the neutral ground, which, being on a 
flat, could almost constantly (even in 
summer) be kept in a state of vege- 
tation. The proprietors of these gar- 
dens were obliged to relinquish them 
in 1779, when the Spaniards erected 
their advanced works : from that period 
General Eliott encouraged cultivation 
within his own limits by every possible 
indulgence. Many plots at the south- 
ward were enclosed with walls, the 
ground cleared of stones and rubbish, 
and soil collected from other parts; 
so that with assiduity and perseverance, 
after some time the produce during the 
winter season was so increased as to be 
almost equal to the consumption ; and 
probably, in the space of a few years, 
the ffsurison may be .totally independent, 
in mis article, of any assistance fh>m 
the neighbourhood. 

Gibraltar, being nearly surrounded 
hj the sea, is exceedin^y well sup- 
plied with fidi: the John-doree, tur- 
bot, tole, salmon, hake, rock-cod, mul- 
let, and ranger, with great variety of 
less note, are caught along the Spanish 
shore, and in different parts of the bay. 
Mackerel are also taken in vast num- 
bers during the season, and shell-fish 
are sometimes brought from the neigh- 
bouring parts. The Moors, in time of 
peace, supply the garrison with ox- 
beef, mutton, veal, and poultry, on 
moderate terms ; and from Spain they 
procure pork, which is renuurkable for 
Its sweetness and flavour. Fruits of 
all kinds, such as melons, oranees, 
green figs, grapes, pomegranates, «c., 
are brought in abundance fVom Bar- 
bary and Portugal : and the best wines 
are drank at very reasonable prices. 

The present military establishment 

c2 
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of Gibraltar (Ist of January, 1790) 
consists of six companies of artillery, 
nine resiments of the line, and a com- 
pany of artificers, commanded bv en- 
gineers; composing an army of up- 
wards of 4000 men, officers mcluded. 
Before the late bombardment, the 
troops were quartered in the barracks 
at the southward, and in quarters fitted 
up out of the old Spanish buildings in 
town. The officers were distributed 
in the same manner ; but in case of re- 
inforcements, and that gOTemment 
quarters were not sufficient for their 
acconmiodation, billet-money was al- 
lowed in proportion to rank, and the 
officers hired lodgings from the inha- 
bitants. 

The regiments, on their arrival in 
the garrison, are entitled to salt pro- 
visions from the stores, in the follow- 
ing proportion.* One ration for each 
Serjeant, corporal, drummer, and pri- 
vate, consisting of 7 lbs. of bread, de- 
livered twice a week, beef 2 lbs. 8 oz., 
pork 1 lb., butter 10 oz., peas half a 
gallon, and groats 3 pints : every com- 
missioned and warrant officer, under a 
captain, receives two rations, a captain 
three, a major and lieutenant-colonel 
four, a colonel six. In times of pro- 
found peace, officers generally receive 
a compensation in money for their pro^ 
visions, or dispose of them to the Jews, 
of whom there are great numbers in 
the garrison, who are always ready to 
purchase, or take them in barter. The 
troops are paid in currency, which, let 
the exchange of the garrison be above 
or below par, never varies to the non- 
commissioned and privates. A seijeant 
receives weekly, as full garrison pay, 
one dollar, six reals, equal to ninepence 
sterling, per diem; a corporal, and 
drummer, one dollar, one real, and five 
quartils, in sterling about sixpence 
per diem ; and a private, seven reals, 
or fouroence half-penny sterling per 
diem. Officers receive their subsistence 
according to the currency : thirty-six 
pence per dollar is par. During the late 

* The garrUon of Gibraltar is now put on 
the same footing as all other British garrisons 
abroad, in respect to rations of provisions as 
well as rates or pay. 



bombardment, the exchange, for a con- 
siderable time, was as high as forty- 
two pence, by which those gentlemen 
who were under the necessity of draw- 
ing for their pay, lost sixpence in every 
three shillings; and it seldom was 
lower than forty pence "whilst the siege 
continued. The coins current in Gib- 
raltar are those used in Spain. All 
accounts are kept in dollars, reals, and 
quartils : the two former, like the pound 
sterling, are imaginary; the latter is 
a copper coin. 

The bay of Gibraltar, formed by 
the headlands of Cabrita and Europa 
points, is commodious, and seems in- 
tended by nature to command the 
Straits : there are opportunities, how- 
ever, when a fleet may pass unobserved 
by ike garrison; for such is the im- 
penetrable thickness of the mists, 
which usually prevail during the east- 
erly winds, that many ships have ba^ 
fled the vigilance of the cruisers, and 
gone through imnoticed; the south- 
westerly winds, pardcularly at the 
equinox, are also often attended with 
such thick and rainy weather, that ves- 
sels have passed through and got into 
the bay without being seen. 

Since Gibraltar has been in the pos- 
session of the English, the Spaniards 
have erected, in different parts of the 
bay, several batteries and forts for the 
protection of their small craft in war, 
and to prevent their coast from being 
annoyed. At Cabrita, which is a bold 
rocky point, are a barbet battery and 
watch-tower, whence, during the block- 
ade, signals of flags by day, and lights 
at night, were made to inform the 
Spanish cruisers at Algeziras, &c. of 
the approach of any vessel towards the 
bay. These watch-towers are distri- 
buted, at short distances, along the 
coast for a considerable extent, to alarm 
the country, in case of a visit from the 
Algerines, or when any other extraor- 
dinary circumstance happens. To the 
northward of Cabrita are two others, 
with a fort at the northernmost tower, 
which is called San Garcia : the point 
on which the latter are erected pro- 
jects, with a long reef of dangerous 
shoals and rocks, considerably into the 
bay. The town and island of Algezi- 
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ras, with their batteries, then appear 
in view. 

Algeziras lies opposite to Gibraltar, 
about 5^ miles across the bay ; and, 
since the late siege, has greatly in- 
creased in consequence and wealth. 
The town was built and fortified by 
the Saracens about the year 714, two 
years after their establishment at Gib- 
raltar. It is remarkable for being the 
Elace where those invaders first disem- 
arked, when they so rapidly over- 
turned the Gothic empire in Spain; 
and, as well as Gibraltar, was erected 
to preserve a communication with 
Africa. Whilst the Moors maintained 
their conquests, it consequently became 
a city of great importance and strength. 
We find, during the successive wars 
which took place between the Moors 
and the Spaniards, Algeziras was £re- 
<][uently besieged by the kings of Cas- 
tile ; and, when Gibraltar so easily fell 
into the hands of the Christians in 
1310, this city resisted all their efforts. 
At length, after a most obstinate siege 
in 1344, Algeziras was compelled to 
surrender to the victorious arms of 
Alonzo XI. The siege continued 
twenty months, and most of the potent- 
ates in Europe interested themselves in 
the event, by sending succours to the 
Christian besiegers. The English un- 
der the Duke of Lancaster, the Earls 
of Derby, Leicester, Salisbury, and 
Lincoln, particularly distinguished 
themselves by their gallantry and 
conduct during this memorable con- 
test. It is worthy of remark, that 
cannon are said to have been first made 
use of in this siege, by the Moors 
against the assailants ; and the English, 
profiting by the knowledge gained on 
this occasion, afterwards used them at 
the glorious battle of Cressy. The 
Spaniards continued masters of the 
town till 1369, when the Moors of 
Granada surprised the city ; but being 
unable to retain it, they demolished the 
works, and carried away the inhabit- 
ants captive. 

Whilst the Moors kept possession of 
Gibraltar, which was now in its turn 
become a city of importance, the Spa- 
niards never attempted to rebuild Alge- 
asiras ; and still less did they esteem it 



an object worthy their attention, after 
Gibraltar fell into their hands. The 
town, therefore, remained in ruins and 
desolate, excepting a few fishermen's 
huts, till the Spaniards, in the begin- 
ning of the eighteenth century, thought 
proper, after tbe final cession of Gib- 
raltar to Great Britain, to repeople and 
secure it by a few batteries towards the 
sea, which also might occasionally pro- 
tect their cruisers in time of war. 
Since that period, from the constant 
intercourse and trade which subsisted 
between it and Gibraltar before the 
war of 1779, Algeziras is become a 
town of some consequence and wealth ; 
and, as a writer has justly expressed, 
*^ like a phcenlx, has risen out of its 
own ashes, after being Ibr ages in 
ruins." 

The New Town is built to the north- 
ward of the old city (whose venerable 
ruins still remain), and is defended to 
the southward by a batteir of 9 ^r 
10 guns, erected on an island some dis- 
tance from the shore. To the north- 
ward of the town is another battery of 
6 guns, and a little farther, on an emi- 
nence, one of 22, which was raised by 
Admiral Barcelo, when he was appre- 
hensive of an attack from Sir George 
Rodney in 1780. Between the island 
and the town, small craft find tolerable 
shelter ; but ships of war, or of large 
burthen, anchor to the northward. 
The lands round the town are much 
cultivated, and, with the shipping, 
form, in ^e spring, a pleasantly va- 
riegated and beautiful prospect to a 
spectator at Gibraltar. A detachment 
or regiment of infantry is constantly 
on duty here, who, wi& those of the 
Spanish lines and neighbourhood, are 
under the orders of the commandant 
at St Roque. 

To the northward of Algeziras are 
the rivers Palmones and Guaidaranqne : 
the former is the broader and deeper 
of the two, and was the principal re- 
treat of the Spanish gun and mortar 
boats, when they wanted repairs, after 
bombarding the garrison. Admiral 
Barcelo in this nver also prepared 
the fire-ships he sent over m June, 
1780. On the east banks of the Gua- 
daranque, near Rocadillo Point, where 
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there is a small fort or tower, are the 
▼enerable ruins of the once fiunous 
city of Carteia. This celebrated place, 
scarcely a stone of which is now left to 
inform posterity where it stood, is re- 
ported to have been built by the Phos- 
niciaos, in the first ages of navigation, 
when those adventarers visited me ex- 
treme parts of the tiien known world. 
Historians mention it under the names 
of Carteia, Heradia, and Calpe Caiteia. 
When the Oartfaaginians became a 
powerful nati<m, and aimed at the sove- 
reignty of Spain, Carteia maintained 
its inaependence for some time, till 
Hannibei, according to Livy, stormed 
the city, and demolished most of its 
works. When Scipio obliged the Car- 
thagimans to quit Spain, Oftrteia was a 
place of little importance; but the 
Romans finding it a convenient station 
ior thifflr navy, the city was increased 
wi& a Roman colony, and once more 
bejpn to rise into ^lendonr and mag- 
ninoence. After the memorable battle 
of Mnnda, Cneiiis Pompey fled to Car- 
teia, but, -being pursued, was obliged 
to leave it precipitately. As the Roman 
empire declined, so did Carteia ; and 
probably, soon after the imiption of the 
Godis and Vandi^ it became almost 
desolate and waste. On the invasion, 
43i Spain by the Saracens, Aat nation 
imdoitbtedly dismantled the buildings 
of this ftmons oi^ for materials to 
erect Gibraltar and Algeziras. The 
mnains of a quay are stUl vidble, with 
«ome few nuns of public buildings, ap- , 
porenfly Roman; and Hie country 
peasants, in tilling the ground, often 
find various antique coins, which curi- 
4>as antiquarians nave not tiiougfat un- ' 
worthy of a place in their cabinets. 

Hidf-way between the Guadaranque ; 
and the garrison is anotiier fort and 
tower, called Point Mala, or Nesiro 
Point, to the norHiward of which is ihe 
inland village of St Roque. This is 
a small insignificant town, though de- 
lightfully situated, at about five miles 
distance from Gibraltar. It was built 
b^ the Spaniards, in the beginning of the ', 
■eighteenth century, when the garrison i 
•of Gibraltar surrendered to Sir Greorge 
Rooke. The Spanish commandant of 
Che Lines generally makes it his resi- 



dence; and during the siege under 
the Duke de Crillon, the Count d'Ar- 
tois and the Duke de Bourbon had 

rrtments in the town. Previous to 
war of 1779 it was often frequented 
by the officers from Gibraltar ; and in 
the spring and summer seasons British 
ftmulies resided there for several 
months, some for the benefit of their 
health, others for pleasure. The com- 
bined army, durins the late siege, en- 
camped on the plams below St Koqae, 
and landed all their ordnance and 
military stores a little to the westward 
of Point Mala, near the Orange-grove. 
I cannot help remarking in this place, 
that, among the evils of the late siege, 
the garrison have to regret the inter- 
ruption of tiiat friendly intercourse 
which befbre subsisted between them 
and the neighbourhood, and which is 
now prohibited by the Spanish govern- 
ment When the communication was 
finee and unlimited (except in point of 
introducing a contraband traffic in 
Spun), the most fiiendly intimacy sub- 
sisted between the British military and 
&e Spaniards resident in the adjacent 
villages. Parties were redprocally vi- 
siting each other, and the officers con- 
stantly making excursions into the 
country. These excursions, with others 
to the coast of Barbaij (which in the 
season superabounds with various spe- 
cies of game), were pleasing relaxations 
from me duties of the garrison, and 
rendered Gibraltar as eligible a station 
as any to which a soldier could be or- 
derea. 

On the whole, whether we consider 
Gibraltar as commanding the entrance 
of llie Mediterranean, and consequently 
as capable of controlling the commerce 
of the Europeans with the Levant ; or 
whether we consider it as almost im- 
pregnable by nature, and consequently 
as most susceptible of the improvements 
of art, its situation is, perhaps, more 
singular and curious than that of any 
fortress in the world. These circum- 
stances, and the degree of consequence 
which it confers on its possessor, in the 
opinion of the Barbary states, have not 
fkiled to excite the attention and alarm 
the interests of most maritime nations 
in Europe ; and, with the multitude at 
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least, it has always been an object of 
political importance. Politicians, how- 
eyer, there have been, of no inferior 
rank, who have thought very differently 
of its valae and utility. On this deli- 
cate subject I will fruikly confess my 



inability to decide. I shall, therefore, 
without further apology, leave these 
speculations to men of more leisure and 
experience, and proceed to matters bet- 
ter adapted to my capacity and infor- 
mation. 
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CHAPTER III. 



Couunenoement of the War in 1779 between Great Britain and Spain— State of the Garrison 
of Gibraltar at that period — Ambiguous conduet of the Spaniards— Enemy encamp before 
the Garrison— Form a Bloclcade — ^Many Inhabitants leave the Place — Motions of the Enemy 
— Erect additional Batteries in their Lines — Fired upon from the Garrison— Continue their 
Operations— Loss of the Peace and Plenty Privateer— Provisions extremely scarce in the 
Garrison- Spirited behaviour of the Buck Cutter Privateer — Description of the Straite— 
Fidelity of a Moor— Great Distress in the Garrison — Relieved by some fortunate Occurrences 
—Arrival of Sir Geoige Rodney and the British Fleet— Tetnan— Anecdote of Prince Wil- 
liam Henry— Ceuta— Departure of the Fleet. 



Although the Spaniards had been 
thrice defeated in their attempts to re- 
cover Gibraltar, they continaed to view 
that garrison with a jealous eye, deter- 
mined, if we may judge firom their late 
conduct, to seize the first eligible op- 
portuni^ of wresting it, if possible, 
from the dominion of Great Britain. 

The war of 1762 was too unexpected 
on the part of Spain, and conducted 
with too great success by the British 
minister, to admit of such an enterprise 
as the siege of Gibraltar. The period 
was not, however, far distant when the 
contest between Great Britain and her 
colonies seemed to promise as favour- 
able an opportunity as their warmest 
wishes could have anticipated; parti- 
larly when, in addition to the civil war, 
they found hostilities taking place be- 
tween Great Britiun and France. TTie 
close of the ^ear 1777, when the news of 
the convention of Saratoga ^rst arrived 
in Europe, was the period which the}*^ 
embraced to introduce themselves into 
the dispute. Hostilities had then been 
carried on for near six months between 
Great Britain and France : Spain there- 
ibre judged the opportunity favourable 
to offer her mediation, proposing such 
an arrangement as she must be assured 
would not be agreeable to the principal 
belligerent powers. Great Britain had 
no sooner refused her acquiescence than 
the court of Madrid espoused the part 
of France; and, on the 16th of June, 
1 779, the Spanish ambassador, the Mar- 



quis d'Almodovar, presented to the 
court of London his hostile manifesto. 

The principal desi^ of the court of 
Madrid, in entering mto this war, was 
evidently the recovery of Gibraltar. 
Before any reply was given by the 
British ministry to their proposals for 
a pacification, overtures had been pri- 
vately made to the Emperor of Mo- 
rocco to farm the ports of Tetuan, Tan- 
gier, and Larache, by which means 
Gibraltar might be cut off from its 
principal supplies. This conduct seemed 
to argue a confidence that her terms in 
the mediation would be refused ; and 
the considerable depots of military 
stores which were collected in her arse- 
nals undoubtedly pointed out that the 
siege of that garrison was her first and 
immediate object. On the 21st of June, 
1779, the communication between Spain 
and Gibraltar was closed, by an order 
from Madrid. 

Two days previous to this event Ge- 
neral Eliott, the governor, accompanied 
by many field-officers of the garrison, 
paid a visit to Greneral Mendoza, the 
commandant of the Spanish lines, to 
con^tulate him on his promotion. 
Their reception at St Koque was far 
from agreeable ; and it was remarked 
that the Spanish general appeared em- 
barrassed during their stay, which might 
proceed from his knowledge of what 
was to follow. The visit was short, 
and the governor had scarcely returned 
to the garrison when Mr. JLogie, his 
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Majesty's consul in Barbary, arrived 
from Tangier, in a Swedish frigate, 
with certain intelligence of the intended 
rapture between Great Britain and 
Spain. Mr, Logie's information pro- 
ceeded from a Swedish brig, which on 
her passage to Tangier had fallen in 
with the French fleet, of about 28 sail 
of the line, off Cape Finisterre, when 
the master being ordered on board the 
Admiral, M. d'Orvilliers, he learned 
that they had been cruising for some 
time in that latitude, expecting the junc- 
tion of the Spanish fleet from Cadiz. 
From the amicable assurances held out 
by the Spaniards, we could not persuade 
ourselves in the garrison that a rupture 
was so near; but the mail from the gar- 
rison being refused on the 21st of June, 



and being acquainted at the same time 
that the intercourse between Gibraltar 
and the neighbourhood was no longer 
to be permitted, we had sufficient con- 
firmation of Mr. Logic's intelligence. 
We afterwards learned that the courier 
who brought from Madrid the order to 
shut up the communication, had been 
detained by accidents on the road; 
otherwise it was not impossible that he 
might have arrived during General 
Eliott's visit at St Roque. 

As the fortress of Gibraltar after this 
event became a little world of itself, it 
may not be unacceptable to commence 
the history of the siege with a state of 
the troops in garrison at that period, 
and the conmianding officers of the dif- 
ferent corps. 



General O. A. Eliott, Goyernor. 

Lieutenant-General R. Boyd, Lieutenant-Governor. 

Major-General de la MoUe, commanding the Hanoverian Brigade. 
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Col. Godwin, Command, of ArtiU. 
Lieut.-Col. Trigge. 
Major Kellet. 
Major Fancourt. 
Lieut.-Col. Cochrane. 
Lieut.- Col. Gledstaaes. 
Lieut-Col. Hugo. 
Lieut.-Col. Dachenhausen. 
Lieut. -Col . SclippergtU. 

Colonel Green, Chief Engineer. 



209 59 313 169 4632— making an army of 5382 men. 



On the communication being closed, 
a council of war was immediately sum- 
moned, to advise concerning the mea- 
sures to be pursued on the occasion. 
Preparations had been privately made 
for the defence of the garrison, when 
intelligence was first received of the 
probability of a war. The objects, 
therefore, at this time to be considered 
were, how to procure constant supplies 
of provisions from Barbary, and in 
what manner the correspondence be- 
tween England and Gibraltar was to 
be conducted. Mr. Logic's presence 
in Barbary was very essential to both 
these points : he consequently returned 
to Tangier on the 22nd, having con- 
certed with the governor proper sig- 
nals, by which he might communicate 
intelligence across the Straits. Admiral 
Duff also, on the 22nd, removed the 
men-of-war under his command from 



their usual anchorage, off Waterport 
(where they were liable to be annoyed 
by the enemy's forts), to the southward, 
off the New mole. His force at that 
time consisted of the Panther, of 60 
guns. Captain Harvey, on board of 
which was the flag ; three frigates, two 
of which were on a cruise ; and a sloop 
of war. 

It is natural to suppose that the gar- 
rison were not a little alarmed at this 
unexpected procedure of the Spaniards. 
The northern guards were reinforced, 
and the pickets cautioned to be alert, 
in case of alarm. Landport barriers 
were shut, and an artillery officer or- 
dered to Willis's batteries, to observe 
the movements of the enemy, and pro- 
tect the Devil's -tower guard, which 
was ordered to be very circumspect 
and vigilant. 

Whilst the friendly intercourse sab- 
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sisted between iSte garrison and the 
neighbourhood, several British families 
and officers had permisaon to reside at 
St. Roque, Los Varios, and other small 
villages a few miles distant ; but imme- 
diately on the communication being 
close<C Greneral Mendoza sent them 
peremptory- orders to remove ; and the 
time limited for their departure was so 
short, that some of them were obliged 
to leave most of their effects behind. 
Those officers whose curiosity had led 
them into the interior parts of the 
country were positively refhsed liberty 
to return to the garrison; they were 
therefore conducted to Cadiz, and had 
passports granted &era to leave the 
lin^om by other routes. Col. Ross 
and Capt Vignoles of the 89th, with 
Capt. Lefieinue of the 56th, neverthe- 
less contrived to join their corps, by 
assuming disguises, and risking the 
passage in a row-boat from Fu^ (a 
port in Portuffal) to Gibraltar : others 
also attempted, but unfortunately were 
intercepted in their voyage. 

The ChUders sloop of war, <m the 
24th, brou^t in two prizes from the 
west, one of which (an American) 
Capt Peacock captured in the midst d 
tiie Spanish fleet, then at sea. The 
conduct of the Spaniards on this occa> 
sion was extremely ambiguous. Eveiy 
circumstance that fell under our own 
immediate observation convinced us 
that they now intended hostilities 
against Great Britain ; and from Mr. 
Logie's intelligence we had every cause 
to think that mis fleet was out to join 
the French admiral. Their permitting 
our crmsers, therefore, to capture a 
friend (as 1}iey might then call the 
Americans), under the protection of 
their fleet, we must either consider as 
a finesse, or suppose that they had not 
received orders to act offensively. The 
Childers left two of our frigates watch- 
ing the motions of the Spanish fleet. 
It was somewhat singular that a Mr. 
Suas^ (an American major, who had 
been prisoner in the garrison a little 
time before, along wiSi others of his 
countrymen, but had made his escape), 
and two deserters from Gibraltar, 
should be recognised through their dis- 
guises, on board the American prize. 



The major was remanded to his old 
confinement in the Navy Hospital, and 
the latter were punished according to 
their deserts. 

Though the motions of the enemy 
did not indicate any immediate design 
of attacking the garrison, and the dol- 
ing of the communication might be 
oidy in consequence of hostilities hav- 
ing commenced between Great Britain 
and Spain, yet our intelligence, and 
their late deceitful conduct, gave us 
great reason to suppose that mey in- 
tended some attempt on Gibraltar. 
IMpdts of earth, &c. were therefore 
collected in various places ; empty hogs- 
heads and casks were bought frt)m uie 
inhabitants, for (he purpose of filling 
them with earth, to strengthen and re- 
pair the fortifications ; and other pre- 
cautions were taken for the defence of 
the place. On the odier hand, the 
enemy employed what troops they had 
then on duty, in the lines and neigh- 
bourhood, in drawing down cannon 
from. St. Roque, &c. to cmimate the 
forts (in which few ordnance weie 
mounted during the peace), and in ar- 
ranging matters to strengthen and 8up> 
port their posts. 

In the l]«ginning of July, the Enters 
prise frigate. Sir Thomas Rich, Bart.» 
returned widi a fleet of small craft, 
laden with live-stock and fruit, from 
Tangier; in consequence of which* 
fourteen days' fresh provisions were is- 
sued to the troops. The engineers 
continued preparing materials in their 
departments, towaras completing the 
works of the garrison ; for which pur- 
pose strong parties from the line were 
granted them daily, under the com- 
mand of overseers. About 300 Jews 
and Genoese were also employed in 
levelling heaps of sand, near the gar- 
dens, on the neutral ground, in order 
that, if the enemy should approach, 
they might not receive any protection 
ana cover from our lower batteries. 
The pickets of the garrison were 
ready, on the grand parade, to sup- 
port these parties in case they h^i 
been molested ; but though they 
were at work within half musket- 
shot of the enemy's advanced guards 
in the Micquelet huts, yet not the 
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least attempt was made to disturb 
them. 

On the 3rd of July a detachment of 
about 180 men from the British line 
was ordered to join the artillery, to be 
taught the practice of the great guns. 
The artillery in garrison were only 
five companies; a number not ade- 
quate to the different duties in case 
of a siege : this reinforcement was 
therefore added, and proved after- 
wards of great service in that depart- 
ment. Three English sailors came in 
an open boat, on the 4th, from Cadiz, 
and brought intelligence that an em- 
bargo was laid on all Ehi^lish vessels 
in mot port. In the evening we ob- 
served the Spaniards relieve the guards 
in tfadr lines. 

The Spaniards, in time of peace, 
always stationed a regiment of cavalry 
at St. Roque, with another regiment 
or detachment of infantry at Alge- 
ziras ; parties from which did duty at 
Iheir Imes ; and no additional body of 
troops, or ships of war, had yet ap- 
peared near the garrison. On tiie 5th, 
nowever, in the afternoon, a Spanish 
8<]^uadron of two seventy-^burs, five 
frigates, and other vessels, to the nom- 
l)er of eleven, hove in si^ from tiie 
west, and lay-to some time off Ihe 
garrison. Whilst they remained in 
this situation, the governor thought it 
prudent to make some new disposition 
of the ordnance at the southward, and 
to caution the regiments in the South 
barracks, the 12th and 72nd, to be alert. 
The captain of Europa guard, who, 
before, usually joined at retreat-beat- 
ing, was also ordered to his command. 
In the afternoon three privateer cut- 
ters arrived from the westward. A 
schooner, under Portuguese colours, 
stood across from the enemy to recon- 
noitre the first that came m, and on 
her return was fired upon from Eu- 
ropa batteries, which was the first 
hostile shot from tiie garrison. The 
enemj^s squadron, in the evening, drove 
to the eastward ; and at night the En- 
terprise frigate arrived from Tetuan 
witii Mr. Logic the consul. In the 
interval of this gentleman's departure 
from the ganison, a ship of the em- 
peror's had arrived at Gibraltar to be 



repaired ; but Admiral Duff being 
backward in granting the stores, the 
governor thought proper to send for 
Mr. Lo^e to explain to the admiral 
the necessity there was of complying 
with the emperor's request. To re- 
fuse such tnfling assistance at that 
important time, he considered might 
be productive of serious consequences 
to the garrison. The Enterprise fri- 
gate accordingly sailed to Tetuan to 
bring over the consul. About sunset, 
the evening of the 5th, the frigate 
left Tetuan to return, and was disco- 
vered t^ the enemy's squadron, part 
of whftch immediately gave clu»e. 
Sir Thomas Rich, however, from his 
superior knowledge of the tides, 
escaped, though the wind was con- 
trary. When he arrived within view 
of tiie {garrison, not making the con- 
certed ni^t-signais for fear of being 
discovered by the pursuers, the officer 
lat Europa saluted him with several 
shot, bat fisrtonately they did not take 
effect. 

The follow^g day, the 6th of July, 
a packet was received from England, 
by way of Lisbon and Faro, inlbrming 
the governor that hostilities had com- 
menced between Great Britain and 
Spain. A proclamation in consequence 
was published in the evening for cap- 
turing all Spanish vessels, &c., and 
letters of marque were granted for 
that purpose to the privateers in the 
bay. £^riy on the morning of the 
8tfa, a soldier of Reden's deserted from 
the Devifs-tower guard, and some 
time afterwards was followed by a 
seijeantof the d9th, who was one of the 
overseers attending the inhabitants em- 
ployed beyond ths gardens. In the 
evening General Mendoza, with seve- 
ral officers, advanced from the lines 
as fiu" as tiie Micquelet huts, and, after 
reconnoitring about an hour, returned. 

The Spanish commodore continued 
cruising m our neighbourhood till the 
8th, when he stood under an easy sail 
for the westward. Before they quitted 
the Mediterranean they brought-to 
a Portuguese schooner, bound from 
Tetuan to the garrison, and made very 
earnest inquiries concerning the state 
of oar provisions. The 9th, the Ame- 
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rican prisoners, detained at this time in 
the garrison, were distributed amongst 
the privateers ; and the following day, 
in company with the Childers sloop 
of war, they brought in four small 
prizes. 

Admiral Duff having received in- 
telligence that a large fleet of small 
vessels was to sail from Malaga with 
wine and provisions for the Spanish 
grand fleet, the Childers was ordered, 
on the 11th, to cruise to the eastward, 
and give information, by signal, when 
they appeared, with the strength of their 
convoy. Whilst she was on the look- 
out, her boat gave chase to a settee, 
and was fired at from Fort St Barbara, 
which was the first hostile shot from 
the enemy. About eleven o'clock the 
signals were made of the expected Spa- 
nish convoy being in sight, and soon 
after, of tiieir force. Our admiral, 
however, only cautioned the navy to 
be ready, and went to Windmill-hill^ 
to reconnoitre them personally. About 
four iu the afternoon the convoy, con* 
sisting of about 60 sail of different 
!burthens, under charge of five xe- 
beques, from 20 to 30 guns each, were 
abreast of Europa Point The priva- 
teers which had accompanied the Chil- 
ders in the morning, were then towing 
in a prize taken from the midst of their 
fleet; and they, as well as the Chil- 
ders, kept up a smart running fire on 
the Spanish commodore; which was 
seconded at the same time from the 
garrison batteries at Europa Point and 
Europa Advance. The Panther (the 
admiral's ship, with the flag on board) 
and the Enterprise were still at an- 
chor; but at sunset Sir Thomas Eich 
had permission to slip, and the Panther 
soon after got under way. On the 
appearance of the frigate the enemy 
were confused, and instantly steered 
for Ceuta. The Childers and priva- 
teers pursued, followed by the fri^te, 
and soon after by the Panther. Night 
was now advancing apace, and in a 
short time we lost sight of the ships. 
A few broadsides now and then gave 
us hopes that our friends had come 
up with them ; and we could not help 
flattering ourselves, from the inferior 
force of the convoy, that daylight 



would exhibit the majority of them in 
our possession. In the morning, how- 
ever, we discovered the admiral stand- 
ing towards the bay with five or six 
small prizes, and not one other of the 
enemy in sight: whence we con- 
cluded that they had worked back to 
their own coast, or escaped through 
the Straits in the night whilst our 
ships were off Ceuta. We afterwards 
learned that the squadron which ap- 
peared on the 5th "^as sent to convoy 
this valuable fleet past Gibraltar, lest 
the British admiral should intercept 
them, and prevent their grand fleet 
from receiving these much wanted 
supplies; 'but the convoy being by 
some unforeseen delays detained, the 
Spanish commodore quitted the station 
on the 8th. 

Two line-of-battle ships were ob- 
served cruising behind the rock on the 
13th, and at night they went into Ceuta. 
The 16th the enemy blocked up the 
port with a squadron of men-of-war, 
consisting of two seventy-fours, two 
frigates, five xebeques, and a number 
of galleys, half-gallevs, and armed set- 
tees: they anchored in the bay, off 
Algeriras, and being judiciously ar- 
ranged, and keeping a vigilant look- 
out, the garrison became closely block- 
aded. This was the first- motion of 
the enemy that discovered any direct 
intentions of distressing or attacking 
Gibraltar. At night Waterport guard 
was reinforced witib a captain and ten 
privates. Till the 18th of this month 
nothing material occurred, when a 
small convoy of settees, &c. arrived at 
the Orange-grove,, laden with military 
stores, which the enemy began soon 
afterwards to disembark. 

Mr. Logic having prevailed on the 
admiral to grant the stores necessary 
for repairing the emperor's ship, and 
his presence in Barbary being abso- 
lutely necessary, as well to procure pro- 
visions as to conduct the correspondence 
between Great Britain and the gar- 
rison, he returned on the 19th, on 
board a Moorish row-galley, which had 
arrived from the emperor with dis» 
patches relative to the ship under re- 

Eair. The galley was interrupted iu 
er return by the enemy's cruisers, and 
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detained from seven in the morning 
till five in the afternoon, when she 
'was permitted to proceed to Tangier. 
Daring the embargo Mr. Logie was 
concealed in a small scnttle, down the 
rmi of the galley, having previously 
made up the governor's dispatches, and 
concerted sisals, in a loaf, which was 
entrusted to a Moor, to be delivered at 
Mr. Logic's house in Tangier, in case 
he himself should be discovered, with 
an order for the Moor to receive a gra- 
tuity if he delivered it safe. 

Early in the momin? of the 20th a 
Portuguese boat arrived with fowls and 
charcoal from Tangier. Another, at- 
tempting to come in, was taken by a 
half-galley, and carried to Algeziras. 
Sixty pounds of fresh beef were de- 
livered the same day to each regiment 
for the use of the officers ; the artillery 
and engineers received in proportion, 
and the navy were included in this dis- 
tribution. The following day orders 
were issued for the troops to mount 
guard with their hair unpowdered; a 
circumstance trifling in appearance, but 
which our situation afterwards proved 
to be of great importance, and which 
evinced our governor's great attention 
and prudent foresight in the manage- 
ment of the stores. 

So superior a naval force as the 
enemy now had in our neighbourhood 
alarmed Admiral Duff, who was ap- 
prehensive that they would make some 
attempts on the king's ships. Signals 
were therefore agreed upon between 
the fleet and the garrison, that in case 
tiie enemy should make an attack in 
the night, the latter might afford the 
ships every assistance and protection. 
Three lights in a triangle were fixed 
upon by the navy, to distinguish them 
from the enemy. The 22nd the navy 
manned their boats, and captured a 
settee, within a short distance of the 
enemy's xebeques : she proved of little 
value, but the exploit reflected great 
credit on the party employed. The 
same day arrived a boat with cattle, 
&c. from Tangier. In the course of 
the 22nd several officers, attended bv a 
party of men, were observed tracmg 
out ground on the plain below St. 
Koque, apparently for a camp ; and it 



was remarked that the Micquelets in 
the advanced huts on the neutral ground 
were relieved by regular troops. Tliese 
Micquelets are of me same description 
with our revenue officers, and were 
stationed to prevent the smuggling of 
tobacco from the garrison into Spain. 

A Portugese boat, with letters, ar- 
rived early m the morning of the 24th ; 
also a schooner with charcoal and fruit 
from Tangier. Between 200 and 300 
men landed the same day at the Orange- 
grove, with an intention, as we con- 
jectured, of taking charge of the stores 
which the enemy were disembarking 
there. The 25th they pitched a tent on 
the plain for the working party em- 
ployed in clearinff the ground. I 
should have mentioned, that on the 
12th a Hanoverian soldier deserted, 
and this day two of the same brigade 
followed his example. The enemy, on 
the 26th, began to fbrm a camp on the 
plain below St. Roque, about half a 
mile from Point Mala, and three miles 
fiwm the garrison. Fifty tents were 
pitched, aba a detachment of cavalry 
and in&ntry soon after took possession. 
The same day the Illerim, a Swedish 
frigate, which had been in the bay 
some weeks before, arrived, thougn 
opposed by the enemy. The Swedish 
captain politely brought-to on their 
firmg a gun ; but being told he must 
not anchor under the walls of the gar- 
rison, he resumed his course, telling 
them he must go to Gibraltar, and they 
should not prevent him. Some shots 
were exchanffed, but none took effect. 

The Spanish camp being daily re- 
inforced with additional regiments of 
cavalry and infantry, and large parties 
being still employed in landing ord- 
nance and military stores at Point 
Mala, the governor thought proper, on 
the 29th, to establish the following 
staff officers, namely. Captains, Val- 
lotton, of the 56th regiment — Patterson, 
of the artillery— Porch, of the 12th 
regiment, and Eveleigh, of the en- 
gineers, to be aides-de-camp to himself, 
as commander-in-chief; Captain Wil- 
son and Lieutenant Buckeridge, of the 
39th re^ment, aides-de-camp to Lieu- 
tenant-Gen. Boyd; Lieutenant Wein- 
zey, of the Hanoverian Brigade, aide 
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de-camp to Major-Gren. de la Motte; 
Major Hardy, of the 56th regiment, 
quartermaster-general; Captain Hor&- 
burgh, of the 39th regiment, who was 
town-major, adjutanlrgeneral ; Captain 
Burke, of the 58th regiment, town- 
major ; and Lieutenant S. Wood, of the 
56th regiment, assistant town-major. 
At the same time all the horses, except 
those belon^g to field and staff-om- 
oers, were ordered to be turned out of 
the garrison, unless the onnrners, on in- 
spection, had 1000 lbs. of feed for each 
horse ; and, to enforce the latter order 
by example, the goyemor directed that 
one of his own horses should be shot 

In the afternoon of the 30th, one of 
the enemy's xebeques manned her 
yards, and fired a salute. Immediately 
afterwards we obferved she had hoisted 
a flag at the mizen top-mast head, 
instead of a broad pendant ; from which 
ceremony we concluded that the nayal 
commandant had been promoted, or 
that he was superseded by an admiral. 

In the begmning of August, the 
corps in garrison were ordered to giye 
in returns of their best marksmen, and 
also of those men who had eyer been 
employed in making fiiscines. Those 
officers unmarried, or without families, 
who drew double rations fi^r two com- 
missions, were ordered at the same 
time to draw rations only for one com- 
mission. Two Dutchmen came in on 
the 2nd, unperceiyed by the enemy's 
cruisers, laden with rice and dried 
fruits : the rice, and a part of the fruit, 
the goyemor purchased, for the use of 
the troops. The enemy's camp by this 
time was considerably increased, and 
we numbered 26 cannon behind the 
fort at Point Mala. 

A Venetian arriyed on the 5th, 
though fired at by the enemy. She 
(with the Dutchmen) remained no 
longer than was necessary to take on 
board some of the inhabitants, who, ap- 
prehensiye that the garrison would be 
besieged, thought it eligible to seek an 
asylum in time. Indeed about this 
time scarcely a boat or yessel left the 
port without being crowded with Jews 
or Genoese, who preferred a residence 
in Barbary, or Portugal, to remaining 
in Gibraltar, where the necessaries of 



life became eyery da^ more scarce. 
Early on the 6th came m a Portuguese 
schooner, from Tangier, with 44 bul- 
locks, 27 sheep, and a few fowls ; and 
two dap following, another arriyed 
with onions, fruit, and eggs : the latter 
brought letters for the goyemor, but 
no news from England. From this 
day nothing material occurred till the 
10th, when the enemy's cruisers cap- 
tured a boat belonging to the garrison^ 

As affiurs began to wear a more se- 
rious aspect, a general actiyity reigned 
throughout the garrison, promoted not 
a little by the example of the governor, 
who was usually present when the 
workmen paraded at dawn of day. The 
engineers were busily employed in put- 
ting the works at Willis's in the best 
repair, and in erecting new batteries on 
the heights of the north front. A con- 
siderable extent of ground aboye the 
town was cleared and leyelled, to en- 
camp the different regiments, in case 
the enemy should fire upon the town. 
Parties were likewise detached to col- 
lect shmbs, &c, from the face of the 
hill, for fascines; and the artillery 
were daily engaged in completing the 
expense magazines with powder, rang- 
ing the different ordnance, and pre- 
paring eyerything fbr immediate use 
m their department. The nayy were 
not less diligent. A new batteir for 
22 guns was begun in the Nayy Yard, 
as a resource in case the enemy's ope- 
rations should make it necessary to lay 
up the ships ; and the stores were re- 
moyed from the New mole to the 
Nayy hospital. 

Towaros the middle of August, the 
motions of the enemy were no longer 
mysterious ; eyery succeeding day con- 
firmed us in the opinion that their 
object was to distress the garrison as 
much as possible. The blockade be- 
came more strict and seyere, their army 
was in force before the place, and their 
present plan seemed to be to reduce 
Gibraltar by famine. Our stock of 
proyisions, liiey concluded, was small ; 
and their squadron under Admiral 
Barcelo, who commanded in the ba^, 
could preyent succours being thrown m 
by neutral yessels ; whilst their grand 
fleet, united with that of France, would 
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be superior to any which Great Britain 
oould equip, in her then critical situa- 
tion.^ This scheme, eyery circumstance 
considered, was specious; and, had not 
the garrison fortunately received a sup- 
jdy of provisions, &c., in April, 1779, 
the troops undoubtedly would have 
been reduced to the greatest distress, 
and the place might probably have 
been in imminent danger, before the 
ministry could dispatch a fleet to its 
relief. The situation of the garrison 
was becoming every day more mterest- 
ing: only forty head of cattle were 
now in tiie place ; and fh)m the vigi- 
lance of the enemy, there was liSe 
prospect of constant supplies from Bar- 
bary : two bullocks were ordered, 
therefore, to be killed daily fi>r the use 
of the sick. The inhabitants had been 
warned in time to provide against the 
calamities which now impended: the 
standing orders of the garrison speci- 
fied, that every inhabitant, even in time 
of peace, should have in store six 
ifionths' provisions; yet by far the 
greater number had neglected this pre- 
caution. These unfortunate people, as 
they could not expect to be supplied 
from the garrison stores, were in ge- 
neral compelled to seek subsistence by 
quitting the place; some, however, 
were induced to weather out the storm 
by the property they had in the garri- 
son, which was probably their all, and 
which they could not remove with 
themselves. Those of this description, 
on application, obtained leave to erect 
wooden huts and sheds at the eonih- 
ward, above the Navy Hospital, whi- 
ther they began to remove their valu- 
able effects, &c., that they might be se- 
cure from the annoyance of the enemy, 
in case the town should be bombarded. 
Fifteen or sixteen covered carts, on 
the 15th, arrived at the enemy's camp, 
and unloaded timber, planks, &c, at 
their laboratory tents. They continued 
landing stores on the beach, which em- 
ployed a great number of carts to con- 
vey them to their depots ; and at night 
we generally observed a number of 
lights, and frequently heard a noise like 
that of men employed on some labo- 
rious duty: this might proceed from 
dragging cannon^ as we observed, on 



the 17th, they had animated all the em- 
brasures in Fort St Philip. 

Early on the 17th, the enemy at- 
tempted to cut out a polacre, which was 
anchored off the Old mole ; but retired 
on a gun being fired at them from the 
garrison. The small craft, after this 
circumstance, removed to the New 
mole, as the men-of-war had done some 
time before. The 18th, in the morn- 
ing, two parties of workmen came from 
the camp, and were employed at Forts 
St. Philip and St. Barbara: covered 
carts continued constantly going from 
Point Mala to the laboratory tents, sup- 
posed to be laden with shot. The fol- 
lowing morning a Spaniard came in an 
open boat to Waterport, with onions 
and fruit, having a pass for Ceuta : he 
was examined by die quartermaster- 
general, and allowed to sell his cargo 
and purchase tobacco, but was not per- 
mitted to land : at night he was ordered 
to return, which he did about eight 
o'clock. He informed us the camp con- 
sisted of between 5000 and 6000 men, 
which were to be immediately com- 
pleted to 15^00. The 20th, the enemy 
formed a new camp, to the lef); of the 
stone quarry, under the Queen of Spain's 
Chair : we imagined it to be intended 
for the Catalonian troops, a£ they are 
usually encamped -separate from the 
rest of the Spanish forces* The same 
day our marksmen were embodied into 
a company of two non-commissioned 
officers and 64 men ; and the command 
was given to Lieutenant Burleigh, of 
the 39th regiment 

The enemy, on the 21st, had more 
men than usual employed in making 
fascines : they likewise were very husv 
in piling shot, and had a party at work 
in the covered way of Fort St Philip. 
A number of carts daily brought shot 
(as we imagined) to the lines, particu- 
larly to Fort St Barbara. The 23rd, 
the corps of engineers were formed 
uito three divisions, and several officers 
of the line appointed to join them as 
assistant engineers and overseers. The 
same day some experiments were made 
with red-hot shot: this practice was 
continued on the 25th, when some car- 
casses were also thrown, and much 
approved. The 27th, we observed a 
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£i£ciDe-work begun upon the glacis, 
north of Fort St Philip, which after- 
wards proved to be a mortar battery. 
A great number of carts continued to 
be employed in the enemy's camp, and 
vast quantities of stores were constantly 
landing beyond Point Mala. In the 
course of the 30th, the Childers and 
an armed schooner attempted to cut off 
two half-galleys becalmed in the bs^; 
but the enemy's xebeques, getting xmaer 
way, obliged them to desist. At night 
upwards of 80 covered carts came down 
to the enemy's lines. 

From the time the enemy first ap- 
peared encamped before the garrison, 
troops had been continually joining 
them from all quarters. Their camp 
consisted of two lines (independent of 
the Catalonians), extending from Point 
Mala, in an oblique direction, into the 
country, towards the Queen of Spain's 
Chair. The streets were in a direction 
nearly parallel to the bottom of the 
bay. The guards in their lines and 
advanced posts were, as the camp in- 
creased, proportionably reinforced; but 
no act of hostility had yet taken place 
in that quarter, though the governor 
continued' the garrison-guard at the 
Devil's-tower. Their forts were re- 
paired and put in the best order of de- 
fence. Laboratory tents for the artil- 
lery were pitched in front of their 
camp, and magazines erected for mili- 
tary stores, which were frequently 
brought by fleets of small craft, con- 
voyed by men-of-war from Cadiz, Ma- 
laga, and other ports in the neighbour- 

On the 5th of September a soldier 
of Hardenberg's deserted from a work- 
ing party employed in scarping the 
rock, under the lines. He was fired 
upon from Willis's, but ^ot off. Be- 
sides the party engaged m rendering 
the lines inaccessible, our engineers 
were daily strengthening them with 
palisades, &c. Traverses were also 
erected along the covered way, grand 
battery, and line-wall above Water- 
port, where a strong boom of masts 
was laid, from Old mole head to the 
foot of Landport glacis. About this 
time the regiments began to practise 
grenade exercise. The day on which 



the Hanoverian deserted, a Moorisit 
galley came over from Algeziras, 
where she had been detained ten- 
days. The crew reported that the 
Spanish camp was very sickly. It is 
supposed this vessel came to order 
home tiie ship which had been some 
time repairing in the New mole, as the 
following day botli of them left the 
garrison for Tangier : a xebeque, how- 
ever, speaking them off Cabrita Point, 
the Moors were conducted to the Spa- 
nish admiral. 

The enem3r's workmen in the lines 
^peared at this time to be about 500. 
They were principally enoaged in fill- 
ing up with sand the norm part of the 
ditch of Fort St Philip, completing 
the mortar battery before mentioned 
and raising the crest of the glacis of 
their lines in differeiyt places. From 
the noise often heard during the night, 
and the nuniber of lights seen, we 
judged that they work^ without in- 
termission. Two waggons, drawn each 
by 12 mules or horses, arrived at the 
lines on the 8th, which we conjectured 
brought fixed ammunition. The lltb, - 
we observed that they had begun several 
fascine-works on the crest of their lines, 
apparently for mortar batteries ; and 
had ndsed several traverses for the 
protection of their guard-houses. Wag- 
gons and carts continued bringing 
fascines and other materials to the Un^ 
from the camp. The same day, a row- 
boat, fitted out by the Jews, brought 
in a Dutch dogger laden with wheat : 
a very valuable supply in our situ- 
ation. 

The operations of the enemy now 
began to engage our attention. They 
had been permitted to pass and repass 
unmolested for some time; but the 
governor did not think it prudent to 
allow them to proceed any longer with 
impunity. A council of war was con- 
sequently summoned on the 11th, to 
confer on the measures to be pursued. 
The council consisted of the following 
officers : — The governor, the lieutenant- 
governor, Vice-admiral Duff, Major- 
general de la Motte; Colonels Ross, 
Green, and Godwin ; with Sir Thomas 
Eich, Bart. In the evening it was re- 
ported that their opinion was not to 
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open on the enemy whilst they conti- 
nned within their lines : hut this rumour 
was only propagated to deceive the 
liamson ; for on the succeeding mom- 
mg, being Sunday the 12th of Septem- 
ber, the artillery officers were oraered 
to the batteries on the heights ; and the 
Devil's Tower guard being withdrawn, 
the governor opened on the enemy 
from Green's Lodge (a batterv made 
since the blockade commencea), Wil- 
lis's and Queen Charlotte's batteries. 
Their advanced guards in the Micque- 
let huts, and in the stone guard-houses, 
were in a short time compelled to re- 
tire, and the workmen assembled in 
the lines obliged to disperse. The co- 
vered waggons returned to the camp 
without depositing their ladings ; and 
so general a panic seized the enemy at 
this unexpected attack, that their ca- 
valry galloped off towards the camp, 
and for some hours scarce a person 
was to be seen within the range of our 
guns. The forts were too distant to be 
materially damaged; and the gover- 
nor's intention being only to disturb 
their workmen, the firing after a few 
hours slackened, and a shot was only 
discharged as the enemy presented 
themselves. A brass gun in the Queen's 
battery (Willis's) run with eight 
rounds. 

The mortar batteries that had been 
discovered in the enemy's lines, some 
few days previous to our firing, had 
caused no small alarm amongst the in- 
habitants ; those, therefore, who had huts 
in Hardv Town, at the southward, im- 
mediately removed their most valuable 
effects, nilly convinced that the Spa- 
niards at night would return the fire. 

That the duty of the batteries might 
be performed with spirit, in case the 
enemy persisted in carrying on their 
works, a captain, 3 subalterns, and 
52 men of the artillery, were ordered 
to take in charge Green's Lodge, 
Willis's, and other batteries on me 
heights. The firing was continued the 
subsequent days, as circumstances di- 
rected. The 16th, our artillery made 
three attempts to reach the enemy's 
laboratory tents, or artillerv park (as 
henceforward they will be called), from 
a sea-mortar at Willis's. The first and 



second shell burst immediately on 
leaving the mortar ; the third went its 
ran^, but fell a little short of the 
fascme park. The artillery at this pe- 
riod used the old shells, ihe fiises of 
which were in general faulty; and 
this was the cause that the experiment 
did not answer on the first and second 
trials. We observed, the same day, 
that the Spaniards had pitched some 
additional tents a little beyond Point 
Mala : they also began to erect a pier, 
or wharf, for the convenience of land- 
ing their stores and supplies. 

Whilst the governor kept a watchful 
eye^ on the enemy's operations, mo- 
lesting their workmen as much as 
possilne from Willis's, proper precau- 
tions were taken in the town to ren- 
der a bombardment less distressing, 
in case they retaliated, which, indeed, 
their preparations gave us reason 
to think would not he long deferred. 
The pavement of the streets, in tiie 
north part of the town, was ploughed 
up ; the towers of the most conspicu- 
ous buildings were taken down, and 
traverses raised in different places, to 
render the communications more se- 
cure. The enemy appeared to bear 
our fire very patiently in their lines : 
their parties continued working on the 
mortar batteries ; the stone sentry- 
boxes were pulled down, and the 
guard-houses unroofed; a boyau, or 
covered way, was likewise begun, to 
make a safe communication from the 
lines to their camp. 

Our firing was still continued ; but 
their parties were at too considerable a 
distance (being near a mile) to be mate- 
rially annoyed by our shot; and the 
works being surrounded with sand, the 
large shells sunk so deep that the 
splinters seldom rose to the sur&ce. 
An experiment was therefore recom- 
mended by Captain (now Major) Mer- 
cier, of the d9th regiment, namely, to 
fire out of guns 5^inch shells, willi short 
fiises ; which were tried on the 25th, and 
found to answer extremely well. These 
small shells, according to Captain 
Mercier's method, were thrown with 
such precision, and the fiises cut by 
calculation with such exactness, that 
the shell often burst over llieir headi^ 
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And xwoonded them before they could 
get under cover. This mode * of an- 
noyance was eligible on several other 
accounts: less powder was used, and 
the enemy were more seriously mo- 
lested; the former was an advantage 
of no small consequence, since it en- 
abled the governor to reserve, at this 
period, what might be probably ex- 
pended to the greater benefit of the 
service on a future occasion. It will 
also account for the extraordinary 
number of shells which were dis- 
charged from the garrison. 

In the aAemoon of the 26th a sol- 
dier of the 72nd regiment deserted 
from a working party out at Landport. 
He took refuge behind one of the Mio- 
quelet huts, and, notwithstanding our 
endeavours to dislodge him, remained 
there till night, when it is imagined he 
proceeded to the lines. Our firing was 
now very trifling. The enemy con- 
tinued making additions to their boyau 
and the works in the lines; but the 
latter were chieflv done in the night. 
Indeed, since our firing, their operations 
within our reach had been prmcipally 
carried on during the night, at which 
time, or very late in the evening, they 
also relieved their guards. 

In the beginning of October, the 
enemy's army, according to our intel- 
ligence, consisted of' sixteen battalions 
of infantry, and twelve squadrons of 
horse, wMch, if the regiments were com- 
plete, would amount to about 14,000 
men. Lieutenant-General Don Mar- 
tin Alvarez de Sota Mayor was com- 
mander-in-chief. We continued our 
fire, varying as objects presented th^n- 
selves. 

The great command we had over 
the enemv's operations from Green's 
Lodge, induced the engineers to mount 
still higher, and endeavour to erect 
a battery on the summit of the north- 
ern front of the rock : a place there- 
fore was levelled, and a road for 
wheeled carriages begun at Middle- 
hill. The 4th, a soldier of the 58th 
attempted to desert from Middle-hiU 



• The enemy, we were informed, attempted 
tkw practice, but never could bring it to per- 



guard, but was dashed to pieces m 
his descent. The artillery were too 
impatient to have a gun mounted on 
the summit of the rock, to wait till the 
new road was finished: they accord^ 
ingly determined to drag a twen^-fonr 
pounder up the steep craggy &oe of 
the rock ; and in a few days, with ^reat 
difficulty and prodigious exerticHia, 
they were so successful as to get it to 
the top. The 9th, a party of me navy 
attempted to cut off two ^anish pol»- 
cres, becalmed between Algeziras and 
their camp. Our seamen spiritedly 
boarded one, and were on their retom 
with the other, when two galleys from 
P(Hnt Mala gave chase, maintaining a 
smart and well-directed fire as iSsj 
advanced, and gained so considerably 
on the prjizes timt the captors were re- 
luctantly obliged to quit them, and 
betake diemselves to their boats. The 
Childers sloop-of-war was ordered eat 
to protect them, and fortunately was ia 
time to stop the progress of the galleys. 
The tiller of one of our barges waa 
carried away by a shot, but no other 
damage was received. 

The platform on the summit of the 
rock was completed on the 12th ; and, 
the gun being mounted, the succeeding 
day we saluted the enemy*s forts with a 
few rounds of shot and shells. This gun 
was mounted on a traversing carriage^ 
and was distinguished by the name of 
the Rock Gun. From that post we had 
nearly a bird's-eye view of the enemy's 
lines, and, with tiiie assistance of glasses* 
could distinctly observe every operation 
in their camp. In the afternoon of the 
1 6th a servant of Mr. Davies (the agent- 
victualler of the garrison), under pre- 
tence of looking for a strayed goat, 
obtained leave to pass Landport bar- 
rier, and immediately went over to the 
enemy. The desertion of this man 
gave us some concern, as probably, to 
ensure a fiivourable reception, he might 
have taken with him somememorai^ 
dums of the state of our provisions. 

The enemy's parties had zK)t been 
remarkably active in the beginning of 
the month; but about the 17th and 
18th, their workmen in the lines were 
more numerous than usual, which 
produced a more animated fire from 
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^bf battenes. As oar artillery by this 
time were accustomed to nre from 
Ikeights, the small shells did consider- 
ilble execution toiongst their irorkmen, 
lilany of whom we observed were ear- 
thed gS. On the evening of the 19th, 
the governor was at Willis's, to see an 
eKperiment of a light ball, inventeld by 
Lieutenant Whitham, o( the artillery. 
It was made of lead, and, when filled 
ivith composition, weighed 14 lbs. 10 oz. 
Tliis ball, with 4 lbs. of powder, was 
fired at six degrees of elevation, out of 
a thirtf-two pounder, upon the elads 
of their lines : it burnt well ; and the 
experiment would have been repeated, 
bad not a thick log suddenly arisen. 
The governor was at Willis's the suc- 
ceeding morning, to see a second ; when, 
tiie fog being totally dispersed, the 
fight ball answered his expectation, 
l^e enemy, during the niffht, had been 
uncommonly noisy ; but when the light 
balls were fired, no parties were dis- 
covered at work. Nevertheless, at day- 
break, to our great surprise we observed 
95 embrasures opened in their lines, 
forming three batteries ; two of 14 each, 
bearing on our lines and Willis's, and 
one of 7, apparentiy for the town and 
Waterport They were cut through 
tiie parapet of their glacis, and situated 
between the barrier of the lines and 
Fort St Philip. The embrasures were 
idl masked, and many of the merlons 
were in an unfinished state : the gover- 
nor ordered the artillery to direct their 
fire on these works, and on the seven- 
gun battery in particular, where they 
had a party finishing what was left im- 
perfect in the night* In the afternoon, 
a Venetian was brought-to by a gun 
from Europa, and came in: two gal- 
leys attempted to cut her off, but in 
vSun. 

Our workmen now became exceed- 
ingly diligent; new communications 
and works were raised in the lines, 
which were reinforced at night, with a 
subaltern and 43 men ; the Sarm-posts 
of the regiments were also changed, 

* From the distance of tb«8e batteries, we 
did not imagine they would ever materially 
injure the garrison: but the cannonade and 
bombardment of 1781 convinced us of our 
enor 



and other arrangements took place. On 
the night of the 20th, we imagined, 
finom the noise in the enemy's lines, that 
their carpenters were .platfonning the 
new batteries, the merlons of which 
they had cased and capped with* f^ 
dues. Their boyau now extended from 
the fiiscine parlc, almost to the barrier 
df the lines. The 23rd, a prize settee, 
laden with rice, was sent in fh>m tiie 
eastward : she was taken by a privateer 
belonging to Mr. Anderson, of llie gar^ 
rison, the captain of which thought the 
cargo would be usefiil to the inhabit- 
ants ; and indeed this supply was truly 
seasonable. No vessel or boat had ar- 
rived for six weeks (excepting the Ve- 
netian, on the 20th instant), and every 
article in the ^rrison began to sell at 
a most exorbitant price : this trifiing 
addition of provisions was therefore 
well received by the miserable Jews 
and Genoese, though the rice sold for 
21 dollars 6 reals per cwt., which, at 
40d, sterling the dollar, is 3/. 12«. Gd, 

The enemy's artillery, on the 26th, 
decamped from their old ground, before 
the right wing of their front line, and 
took post near the Catslonians, where 
they were reinforced with a detach- 
ment that had lately joined. The follow- 
ing night, the Dutch dogger, -vHiicJi had 
brought us the supply of wheat some 
weel^ before, sailed for Malaga: she 
took 73 Genoese and Spanish passen- 
gers. The next day our artillery got 
up to Middle-hill two twenty-four 
pounders, to be in readiness for a new 
battery, which was erecting below 
the rock gun. Another twenty-four- 
pounder was taken to the same place, 
on the morning of the 25th. Our firing 
still continued, as the enemy's parties 
were daily bringing down timber and 
other materials for their new batteries. 

The 30th, an English privateer, 
called the Peace and Plenty, 18 six 
pounders, M*Kenzie master, at- 
tempting to get in IVom the eastward, 
ran ashore half-way between Port Bar- 
bara and the Devil's Tower. Some of 
the crew came on shore on the neutral 
ground ; l^he remainder, with the mas- 
ter, were brought off by the admiral's 
boats : and on the night of the 3 let, 
she was burnt As ti^ere was some- 
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thing extraordinary and unaccountable 
in the circumstances attending the loss 
of this vessel, I cannot resist the temp- 
tation of relating them more at large. 
In the morning she was bearing down 
under a fine sail and leading wind, 
for Europa advanced guard, as two 
xebeqnes were cruising off Europa 
Point. One of the xebeques, about 
nine, got within shot of her: a few 
rounds were exchanged, and the priva- 
teer was apparently resolved to fight 
her way in ; but on a sudden she al- 
tered her course, and ran ashore under 
the enemy's guns, about 400 or 500 
yards from the garrison. The boatswain 
was killed, and several others wounded 
from the fort, before our boats arrived 
to their relief. 

Towards the conclusion of the month, 
the small-pox was discovered in the 
garrison, amongst the Jews. The go- 
vernor, apprehensive that it might 
spread amongst the troops, and be at> 
tended with dangerous consequences, 
ordered those who had never been 
affected with that disorder, to be quar- 
tered at the southward till the infection 
should disappear ; and every precaution 
was taken to prevent its communicating. 
In the evening of the 31st, the new bat- 
tery below the rock gun was finished : 
it mounted four twenty-four pounders, 
and was called the Royal battery. 

November was not introduced by 
any remarkable event. The fire from 
our batteries was variable, as their 
workmen were employed. Consider- 
able deposits of fiiscines, with planks 
and pieces of timber, were formed in 
the Spanish lines ; and other parts of 
their glacis were raised with fascines 
and sand for additional mortar bat- 
teries. The Srd, the enemy began to 
form merlons at Fort Tonara, on the 
eastern shore, which, joined with the 
circumstances of their erecting two &s- 
cine batteries on the beach, between 
Fort St Philip and Point Mala, and 
one near the magazine at the Orange 
grove, gave us reason to suppose that 
tiiey expected a fleet in their neighbour- 
hood. Few workmen were at mis time 
to be seen in their lines : a party was 
trimming up the boyan : and numbers 
were employed about the landing-place 



in disembarking stores; which ap- 
peared to be their chief employment 

Provisions of every kind were now 
becoming very scarce and exorbitantly 
dear in the garrison; mutton 38. and 
3«. 6</. per pound ; veal 4«., pork 28. and 
2s. 6d.f a pig's head 19s., ducks from 
14«. to 188. a couple ; and a goose a 
guinea. Fish was equally high, and 
vegetables were with difficulty to be got 
for any money ; but bread, the great 
essential of life and health, was the ar- 
ticle most wanted. It was about this 
period, that the governor made trial 
what quantity of rice would suffice 
a single person for twenty-four horn's, 
and actually lived himself eight days 
on four ounces of rice per day. Gene- 
ral Eliott was remarkable for an abste- 
mious mode of living, sdidom tasting 
anj'thing but vegetables, simple pud- 
dings, and water; and yet wad very 
hale, and used constant exercise: but 
the small portion just mentioned would 
be &r from sufficient for a working 
man kept continually employed, and in 
a climate where the heat necessarily 
demands very refreshing nourishment 
to support nature under fatigue. 

Two deserters came in, with their 
arms, on the night of the 1 1th. They 
belonged to the Walon guards, a corps 
in the Spanish service, composed prin- 
cipally, if not entirely, of foreigners. 
The following morning they were con- 
ducted to Wmis's, whence they had a 
view of the enemy's works, which they 
described to the governor. The Spar 
nisfa armv were imder arms on the 12th, 
in the front of their camp, and were 
dismissed by corps as ue general 
passed. 

The 14th, arrived the Buck cutter 
privateer. Captain Fag^, carrying 24 
9-pounders. The abilities and bravery 
of a British sailor were so eminently 
conspicuous in the captain's conduct 
previous to his arrival, that even our 
enemies could not help bestowing on 
him the encomiums to which his merit 
entitled him. About eight in the morn- 
ing, the privateer was discovered In 
the Gut, with a westerly breeze. The 
usual signal for seeing an enemy was 
made by the Spaniards at Cabrita 
Point; and Admiral Baroelo> with a 
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ship of the line, one of 50 guns, a fri- 
gate of 40, two xebeques, a settee of 
14 guns, with half-galleys, &c. &c. to 
Ihe number of 21, got under way to in- 
tercept her. On the first alarm a 
xebeque at anchor off Cabrita had 
weighed, and stood out into the Straits : 
the cutter nevertheless continued her 
coarse ; but observing the whole Spa- 
nish squadron turning the Point, she 
suddenly tacked, and stood towai*ds the 
Barbary shore : the xebeques, frigate, 
and lighter vessels pursued, but were 
carried down to leeward by the irresis- 
tible rapidity of the current, whilst the 
cutter in a great degree mahituned her 
station. As it may appear very extra- 
ordinary to readers unacquainted with 
nautical affairs, that the privateer 
should not be equally afiected by the 
current, it may he necessary to imbrm 
them, that a cutter, or any vessel rigged 
in the same manner, from the format 
tion of her sails can go some points 
nearer the wind than a square-rigged 
vessel ; which advantage, on this occar 
■ion, enabled Captain Fagg to turn 
better to windwaid, by stemming the 
current, whilst the Spaniards, by oppos- 
ing their broadsides, were carried away 
to the eastward. But to resume the 
narrative: Barcelo, who had his flag 
on board the 74, was the last in the 
chase, and, perceiving his squadron 
driving to leeward, prudently returned 
to the Point, to be in readiness to inter- 
cept her in the bay. The 60-gun ship 
also laid her head to the current, and 
keeping that position, drove very little 
in comparison with her friends. Afi'airs 
were thus situated when Captain Fag^r. 
persuaded that the danger was over, 
boldly steered for the garrison. The 
60-gun ship endeavoured to cut her off 
from the eastward, but was compelled 
to retire by our batteriefi at Europa : 
and Barcelo got under way to inter- 
cept her from Cabrita Point; but find- 
ing his efforts ineffectual, he was 
obliged to haul his wind, and ^ving 
her two irregular broadsides, of grape 
and round, followed his unsuccessful 
squadron to the eastward. The cutter 
insultingly returned the Spanish ad- 
miral's fire with her stem-chase, and 
iOon after anchored under our guns. 



The expectations of the troops and 
inhabitants, who were spectators of the 
action, had been raised to the highest 
pitch : few doubted but she was a kmg^s 
vessel ; and as no intelligence had been 
received from England for many weeks, 
their flattering fancies painted her the 
messenger of good news ; probably the 
forenmner of a fleet to their relief. 
But what was their despondency and dis- 
appointment, when the^ were informed 
that she was only a privateer, had been 
a considerable time at sea, and put in 
for provisions ! Though our condition 
in the victualling-office became weekly 
more and more serious, yet the gover- 
nor generously promised Captain Fagg 
assistance. What indeed could be re- 
fused to a man by whose boldness and 
skilful manoeuvres the port was once 
more open, and the bay and Straits 
again under the. command of a British 
admiral ? Only two or three half- 
galleys returned to Cabrita Point ; the 
rest of their squadron were driven far 
to leeward of the rock. 

Assuming the liberty of a short di- 
gression in this place, it may be neces- 
sary to inform the reader of the extent 
and breadth of the Straits of Gibraltar, 
and acquaint him at the same time 
with the opinions of diflerent writeri 
concerning the perpetual current that 
sets into &e Mediterranean Sea, firom 
the great Atlantic Ocean, which has so 
long engaged the attention of many 
celebrated natural philosophers. 

The Straits of Gibraltar (formerly 
known by the name of the Herculean 
S:i-aits) are about twelve leagues in ex- 
iL-nt, from Cape Spartel to Ceuta Poinl^ 
on the African coast, and from Cape 
Trafklgar to Europa Point, on xbQ 
coast of Spain. At the western en- 
trance, they are in breadth about eight 
leagues, but diminish considerably 
about the middle, opposite TarUa (a 
small fishing-town on the Spanish 
coast, originally a place of great con- 
sequence and strength), though they 
widen agam between Gibraltar and 
Ceuta, where they are about five 
leagues broad. 

Philosophers, who have communi- 
cated their sentiments on the extraor- 
dinary phaenomenon of a constant cut- 
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vent, differ iridelj in aooonntiiig for 
the disposition of that continual influx 
of waters, which, it is natural to sup- 
pose, would, without some consumptiou 
or return, soon overflow the bounda- 
ries of the Mediterranean Sea. The 
ingenious Dr. Hallej was of qnnion, 
^at this perpetual supply of water 
from the vast Atlantic Ocean was in- 
tended by nature to recruit what was 
daily exhaled in vapour: others again 
think, the waters that roll in with the 
centre current are returned, by two 
counter-streams, along the African and 
Spanish shores. Tluit ^ere are two 
counter-streams is without doubt; but 
their rapidity and breadth bear little 
proportion to the principal current A 
tiiira class suppose a counter-current 
beneath, and of equal strength wiih the 
upper stream ; and this opinion appears 
confirmed by a circumstance related by 
Colonel James, in his description of 
the Herculean Straits, of a Dutch ship 
being sunk in action by a French pri- 
vateer off Tarifo, which some time 
afterwards was cast up near Tangier, 
four leagues to the westward of the 
ploOe where she disappeared, imd 
direcdv against the upper current. 
This hypothesis receives also addi- 
tional support from the repeated disap- 
pointments which have been expen- 
enced by many naval officers, in at- 
tempting to sound the depth of the 
Straits with the longest lines : for the 
opposition between the currents might 
carry the line in such directions as 
to defeat the intention of this experi- 
ment 

These &ot8 seem strongly to indicate 
a recurrency to the westward ; which, 
though it may not be so rapid as the 
upper stream^ yet, with the assistance 
of the currents along the Spanish and 
Barbary shores, and the necessair ex- 
halations, may account for the Mediter- 
ranean Sea never increasing by the 
constant supply received from the At- 
lantic Ocean. The rapidity of the su- 
perior current renders ihe passage from 
the Mediterranean to the westward 
very precarious and uncertain, as ships 
never can stem the stream without a 
brisk Levanter, or easterly wind. Yes- 
sek, therefore, are often detained 



weeks and sometimes months, i micii h g 
for a fkvourable breeze ; in which case 
they find a comfortable berth in tire 
bay of Gibraltar. — ^To return to tkj 
narrative. 

Two frigates, on the night of the 
14th, jmned the enemy's small craft in 
the bay, fhxn the west It was thougl|t 
from some preparations thatwere made 
on board our men-of-war the succeed- 
ing evening, that Admiral Di^ in- 
tended an attempt to cut out or destnyy 
tiiese ship : a council was held in fhe 
navy, and thepracticabili^ ofsuchan en- 
terprise debated; but nothing was done. 

The bay being again open, the night 
of the 19th a Moorish settee csone in» 
with 39 bullocks and a few she^: the 
former were so weak and poor, that 
many of them died on the beach as 
soon as they were landed : they wcEe, 
however, a most acceptable supply. 
The patron infi)nned us that a vessel 
had sailed the preceding night lor tiie 
garrison, with 40 bullodcs, 50 sheep, 
and 30 goats ; which we imagined was 
taken by the galleys at the Point The 
foUowing day, a Swede stood in fbr the 
garrison, with a signal at her fore-top- 
galiant mast-head, by whidi tha was 
known to be laden with provisions, and 
consigned to an inhabitant Off the 
Point she was boarded by a row-boat, 
and conducted immediately to Alge- 
ziras. The 23rd tiie governor pm- 
portioned the fuel to the officers. This 
article was now become scarce and 
important The coals in the garrison 
were few : what fuel, therefore, waa is- 
sned at this period, was wood from ships 
bought by government, and broken up 
for that purpose, but which had so 
strongly imbibed the salt water, that it 
was witii the utmost difficulty we could 
make it take fire. 

A small boat arrived on the 24th, 
with a packet from Mr. Logie: this 
packet was landed at Mog^ore in 
South Barbary, by the Fortune sloop- 
of-war, Captam Squires. If I rightly 
recollect it was upon this occasion that 
the ibllowing successful stratagem was 
effected, through the fidelity of a Moor 
entrusted by Mr. Logie to carry the 
dispatches to that part of the coast, 
whence, to prevent intereeptioi^ he 
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thongiit it pradent to seild them lo 
Gibraltar. The Spaniards, acquainted 
^th the importance of these dispatches, 
"wished to prevent them coming to our 
hands; and accordingly offered 1000 
eobs (about 22S2. sterling) to the Moor, 
to induce him to betray his trust, and 
pretend he had been robbed on his way 
to the eoast The &ithful Moor im- 
mediately acqniunted the consul with 
the offer, who directed him to promise 
ihat he would comply. In the interval 
Mr. Logic prepared false dispatches, 
in ciphers, signed and dated them 
from St. James's, and affixed a seal 
from the cover of a letter from Lord 
Hillsborough to himself: these were 
inclosed in the usual form, and directed 
to Goaeral Eliott The Moor re- 
ceived part of the bribe, and delivered 
im the fictitious packet: Mr. Logic on 
his return appeared much distressed by 
t^ accident, and the next evening sent 
the real dispatches to Gibraltar. 

The wind veering round to the 
southward, on the 26th Admiral Bar- 
oelo returned from Ceuta to his old 
andiorage off Algeziras, and the port 
again became closely blockaded. A 
deserter came in, on the morning of 
the 30th, from the lines ; he belonged 
to the Walon guards ; and about five in 
the afternoon, another Walon deserted 
to us. They fired several muskets at 
the latter, and he turned about and re- 
turned the shot: three horsemen then 
pursued him, but were driven back by 
our artillery. After the first gun-fire, 
two more came in of the same corps. 

The enemy's operations continued to 
be confined to me completion of their 
batteries, and the fiinishing of their 
boyau. In their camp we observed 
them busily employed m erecting huts 
fbr the accommodation of their troops 
against the winter rains, which now 
had begun to set in. On the other 
hand, the governor made every neces- 
sary addition to the works. Waterport 
covered way was doubly palisaded, and 
a battery for three guns erected on the 
projecting quay ; a work of masonry, to 
mount two guns, was built at Ragged- 
staff ; and traverses of casks and earth 
were raised on the different roads, on 
the north front, to secure the commu- 



nications. Some improvements were 
also made in the batteries and works 
at Europa. 

December commenced iirith the cap- 
ture of a Genoese polacre, becalmed off 
Europa. Our sailors found about 220/. 
in money on board, with some letters, 
fh>m which we learned that the enemy 
sustained some loss in the lines from 
our fire. The 4th, the enemy beat a 
parley, and sent in a mule (belonging 
to Colonel Green, the chief engineer) 
which had strayed to their lines; an 
instance of politeness which we did not * 
expect. The 8th, another deserter 
came in ; he was pursued, but we pro- 
tected him. The subsequent day we 
observed several men about the west- 
em and eastern advanced stone guard- 
houses, which we imagined were posted 
there to prevent desertion. Our artil- 
lery endeavoured to dislodge them with 
round shot, but did not succeed. The 
10th, the enemv fired several rounds, 
from Fort St Philip, at our fishing- 
boats in the bay. Four soldiers of 
De la Motte's regiment, quartered on 
Windmill-hill, attempted, on the ISth, 
to desert : search was however imme- 
diately made for them, and two were 
retaken. Those who escaped were 
supposed to have got down by a rope- 
ladaer, left by the party employed in 
cutting brush-wood for fascines. The 
next &j another of the enemy endea- 
voured to come over to us, but, being 
pursued by two horsemen, was cut 
down and secured. One of the horses 
belon^ng to the pursuers was killed 
by our fixe, and the rider much bruised 
with the fall. The succeeding day 
this unfortunate man was executed on 
a new gallows, erected near their artil- 
lery park, and the body, according to 
custom, hung till sunset 

The governor, on the 19th, ordered 
that no guns should be fired from the 
garrison at the enemy's shipping, if 
the distance required more than 6° ele- 
vation ; except when ships were chas- 
ing or engaged. On the 20th, the 
Buck, having refitted, ssdled on a cruise 
to the eastward. We were afterwards 
informed that she unfortunately fell in 
with a French frigate, which, after a 
few broadsides, captured the Buck; 
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bat before she could be got into port^ 
she sunk from the damage receiyc^ in 
the action. On the night of the 26th, 
we had a most violent storm of rain, 
with dreadftd thunder and lightning. 
The succeeding morning a vast quan- 
tity of wood, cork, &c. was floating 
mider our walls : the rain had washed 
it from the banks of the Palmones and 
Guadaranque, and it was wafted by the 
wind over to our side of the bay. Fuel 
had long been a scarce article: this 
supply was therefore considered as a 
miraculous interference of Providence 
in our fiivour. 

The enemy, the 27th, fired four guns 
from Fort St. Philip : one of the shot 
struck the extremity of Prince's lines. 
Whether these were fired to frighten 
our fishermen, who were dragging their 
nets near the farther gardens, with- 
out Landport, or only as an experi- 
ment, we could not say, as they imme- 
diately ceased on our returning the 
fire from Willis-s. The day following, 
came in three deserters; and the same 
morning the Fly packet-boat arrived 
from Tangier, with 40 goats, fowls and 
e^gs, but no mail : this cargo, though 
tnfiing, was highly acceptable. The 
deserters informed us that the enemy 
were almost overflowed in their lines, 
from the late excessive rains : in some 
places, particularly near the new bat- 
teries, the water was two and three 
feet deep ; and their efibrts to drain it 
off had hitherto been ineflectual. The 
28th, a soldier of Hardenberg's deserted 
down the back of the rock. 

January, 1780, did not commence 
with any very interesting events. A 
squadron of men-of-war passed through 
to the west on the 2nd : it being hazy, 
we could not distinguish of what nation 
they were; but many thought them 
Spaniards from Carthagena. On the 
evening of the 5th, a fire broke out in 
the enemy's camp, which, we after- 
wards learned, destroyed four officers' 
marquees, and six or seven huts. The 
following day, after gun-fire, two Wa- 
lons deserted to us : they brought infor- 
mation that upwards of forty mortars 
were mounted in the lines, and that all 
their batteries were completed with 
cannon. 



A Neapolitan polacre was luckily 
driven under our guns on the 8th, and 
obliged to come in. On board we fonitd 
about 6000 bushels of barley, a cargo 
(circumstanced as we were) of inesti* 
mable value. The bakers had long been. 
limited to the quantity of bread daily to 
be issued to the inhabitants, and sen- 
tries were placed at the wickets where 
it was delivered, to prevent ccmftision 
and riot. The strongest, nevertheless, 
had the advantage ; so that numbers of 
women, children, and infirm persons 
returned to their miserable habitations^ 
frequently without tasting, for some 
days, that chie^ and perhaps necessary 
support of life. The inhabitants were 
not the only suflerers in this scene of 
distress; many officers and soldiers had 
families to support out of the pittance 
received fr^m*the victualling -office. 
A soldier, with his wife and three 
children, would inevitably have been 
starved to death, had not the generous 
contribution of his corps relieved his 
family. One woman actually died 
through want ; and many were so en- 
feebl^ that it was not without great 
attention they recovered. Thistles, 
dandelion, wild leeks, &c. were fi)r 
some time the daily nourishment of 
numbers. Few supplies Arriving from 
Barbary, and there appearing little 
prospect of relief from England, famioe 
began to present itself with its attendant 
horrors. Had there been a glimmer- 
ing hope of assistance from home, it 
would have enabled many to support 
themselves under this accumulation of 
distress ; but, alas ! we seemed entirely 
abandoned to our fortune. 

Not only bread, but every article 
necessary to the support of life, was 
hard to be procured, and only to be 
purchased at exorbitant prices. Veal, 
mutton, and beef sold from 28, 6d. to 
4s. per pound; fresh pork, from 2«. 
to 3s.; salt beef and pork. Is. Sd. 

Ser pound; fowls, 18s. per couple; 
ucks, 21s.; firewood, 5s. per cwt; 
a pint of milk and water. Is. 3d. Ve- 
getables were extremely scarce: a 
small cabbage cost Is. 6^., and a small 
bunch of the outward leaves sold for 
5d. Irish butter, 2s. 6d. per pound; 
eggSf 6J. each; and candles, 2s. 6d. per 
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pound. The best fish was most exor- 
bitantly dear, considering on what 
terms the garrison had been formerly 
supplied. It is natural to suppose, from 
the rock being almost surrounded with 
the sea, that we should have a constant 
resource in this article. The contrary 
•was, however, the case : our fishermen 
were foreigners, and being under no 
regulation, they exacted, by degrees, 
most extravagant sums for what some 
monthly before we should have refused 
with cUsgust. 

This extreme scarcity t)f provisions, 
it may well be imagined, could not feil 
to exercise the invention of individuals. 
A singular mode of hatching chickens 
was about this time successfully prac- 
tised by the Hanoverians; and, as it 
may be acceptable to some readers, 
the process, as communicated by a 
fipiend, is here inserted. The eggs 
were placed, with some cotton, wool, 
or other warm substance, in a tin case 
of such construction as to be heated 
either by a lamp or hot water ; and, by 
a proper attention to the temperature 
of heat, the eggs were conmionly 
hatched in the usual time of a hen's 
sitting. A capon (however strange it 
may appear) was then taught to rear 
them. To reconcile him to this trust, 
the feathers were plucked from his 
breast and belly ; he was then gently 
scourged with a bunch of nettles, and 
placed upon the young hatch, whose 
downy warmth afiorded such comfort 
to the bared and smarting parts, that 
he, from that period, reared them up 
with the care and tenderness of a 
mother. 

Early in the morning of the 10th, a 
squadron of ships was seen to the east, 
which had passed through in the night; 
five were of the line, and one under 
jury-masts : supposed to be Count d*Es- 
taing's fleet from the West Indies. The 
same day a soldier of the 58th regiment 
was executed for stealing : he was the 
first man who had suffered since Gene- 
ral Eliott had been governor. The day 
following, the enemy fired, from Fort 
St Barbara, on a clergyman perform- 
ing the last office over the corpse of a 
soldier of the 72nd regiment, at the 
burial-ground near Sie governor's 



meadow. The party immediately re- 
tired, though not before they had de- 
posited their charge. As this conduct 
convinced us that the enemy would not 
permit us to bury our dead without 
the garrison, a part of the red sands 
behind the Princess of Wales's lines 
was appropriated to that purpose. 

The 12th, they surprised us again 
with ten shot from Fort St PhUip; 
several came into town, and did some 
trifling damage amongst the buildings. 
The inhabitants, whose alarms had not 
totally subsided since the middle of 
September, when the governor opened 
upon the enemy, were now perfectly 
convinced they meant to return our 
fire; and accordingly began, on the 
first report of their guns, to remove 
themselves to the southward. Some in 
the greatest confusion endeavoured to 
secure their valuables in town ; but the 
firing ceasing, the fugitives, before 
night, summoned up sufficient courage 
to return. A woman, passing near one 
of the houses, was slightly hurt It 
was singular that a female should be 
the first person wounded by the enemy 
at this remarkable siege. In the even- 
ing, the commanding officers had orders 
to inform their corps that the governor 
was under the necessity of curtailing 
the weekly allowance of provisions. 
Disagreeable as this intelligence was, 
and particularly when we consider the 
distress which many experienced even 
with the full allowance, the men re- 
ceived it without the smallest appear- 
ance of discontent Convinced of the 
necessity, they acquiesced with cheer- 
fulness ; indeed, to do them justice, in 
all the vicissitudes of this trying period 
the garrison submitted, without mur- 
muring, to every necessary regulation, 
however unpleasing. It was fortunate 
for many that this short allowance of 
provisions did not continue long : nay, 
it remained a doubt with some whether, 
at the time, the governor was not ap- 
prised of a relief being near, and did 
not enact this regulation solely to make 
trial of the disposition of his troops. If 
so, how satisfactory a circumstance 
must it have been to find the army 
under his command accord with so 
much good humour to what might b« 
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eonadered as a real hardship, however 
indiroensable 1 

Aiuniral Dafi^ on the Idth, gave 
orders to the meiM>f-wa>r and aimed 
vessels to be prepared, in case a convoy 
was near, to afford every protection to 
any straggling ships that might attempt 
the^ port before the main body arrived. 
This caution confirmed ns in the opi- 
nion of a convoy being expected ; and 
a general joy was dimised throughout 
the garrison at the flattering, though 
probably distant prospect Two days 
after, a brig, which with other vessels 
seemed to be going through to the east, 
suddenly altered her course, and, not* 
withstanding she was opposed by tiie 
enemy, anchored under our walk. A 
ship with the British flag, entering the 
bay, was so uncommon a sight Iftat 
almost the whole garrison were assem- 
bled at the southward to welcome her 
in ; but words are insufficient to describe 
their transports on being informed that 
she was one of a large convoy whidi 
had sailed the latter end of the pre- 
oeding month for our relief. The dis* 
tressed Jews, and other inhabitants, 
were frantio with joy ; and the repeated 
huzzas iW>m all quarters for some time 
prevented fhrther inquiries. We after- 
wards learned that she had parted com- 
pany with the convoy in the Bay of 
Biscay, and off Cadiz had discovered 
nine sail of large ships, which the 
master conduded were Spaniards sta^ 
tioned there to oppose their entrance. 
The latter part of their information 
gave us much uneasiness. The enemy, 
we concluded, would have good intelli- 
gence of the force of the British con- 
voy. If, therefore, any opporation was 
intended, a superior squadron would 
consequently be stationed at the en- 
trance of the Straits. These reflections 
damped, in a great degree, the plea^ 
sure we before experienced, and made 
OS apprehensive that the relief was not 
so near as we at first expected. The 
firospeet of it had, however, a very vi- 
sible effect on the price of provisions, 
which immediately fell more than two- 
thirds. 

Since it was probable that straggling 
ships might attempt the port before the 
Wy of the eonvoy approached, the 



Qiilders sloopof-war and armed 
sels were ordered to cruise in the bay 
to protect tiiem tnan. the enemy's smalv- 
craft. Previous to the arrival of th# 
brig, a soldier of the 58th reghnenEt 
deserted from a party employed behind 
the rock in gathering mrubs, &cfiiT 
fhscines. The 16th, a Walon deserted 
to us, by whom we were informed that 
the enemy had everything prepared in 
their lines to bombard the town. At an* 
other time we should have been greatly 
alarmed at this intelligence; but our 
thoughts were too much engaged with 
the pleasing though uncertain hopes 
of relief to reflect on the consequences 
of a bombardment. In the evening 
our apprehensions concerning the con- 
voy were totally dispelled by the ar- 
rival of a brig laden with flour, which 
communicated the joyful news that 
on the 8th of January Admiral Sir 
(George Brydges Rodney had captured, 
off the coast of Portugal, a Spanish 
64-gun ship, five of 32 and 28 guns^ 
with fifteen merchantmen, belonging to 
the Caracca Company, going from Bii- 
boa to Cadiz ; and that, witii a fleet of 
twenty<K>ne sail of the line and a large 
convoy of merchant-ships and trans- 
ports, he was proceeding to our relief. 
Every idea of opposition at this infori- 
mation immediately vanished ; and we 
anticipated the flattering prospect of 
seeing the British flag once more tri- 
ump£uitiy displayed in the Mediterra- 
nean. 

The weather on the 17th was very 
hazy; butclearinguptiie succeeding day, 
one of the prizes arrived without any op- 
position from the enemy. The midship- 
man who brought her in infonned us, 
that when he parted with the fleet on 
the 16Ui, Sir George was engaged with 
a Spanhh squadron off Cape St Mary's ; 
and that, just before they lost sight of 
tiiem, a ship of the line blew up ; but 
he was at too great a distance to dis- 
ttngulsh whether she was friend or foe. 
In the evening one of the armed Ca- 
racca prizes came in, but no further 
particulars of the engagement could be 
learned. Our anxiety concerning the 
event of the action was, however, rp- 
moved a few hours afterwards bv the 
appearance of the convoy itself off Ett- 
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ra^. The wind, at that oritical time, 
wnfortiinatelj foiled them ; and the ti- 
^rid flashes of lightning, by which we 
had difiooveied the fleet at the first, only 
served to exhibit them to us driTing 
with the current to the eastward of the 
rock. The Apollo frigate, Captain Pow«> 
ball, with one or two merchantmen, 
nevertheless got in about eleven ; and 
by the former the governor and garri^ 
8on were acquainted with the agreeable 
tiding of a complete victory over the 
Spanish admiral, who, with three others 
of hiB squadron, was taken : one was 
mn ashore^ another blown up in the 
engagement, and the rest dispersed. 

We now found that the plan for re- 
lieving Gibraltar had been conducted 
at home with such secrecy and pru- 
dence that the enemy never suspected 
that Sir George meant to convoy the 
transports to the Straits with so strong 
a fleet By their intelligence from 
Brest, they understood he was to sepa- 
rate in a certain latitude, and proceed 
with the main body of the men-of-war 
to the West Indies. Thus deceived, 
the^ concluded that the transports with 
their convoy would fall an easy prey 
to their squadron, which consisted of 
eleven men-of-war, all chosen slups 
flrom their grand fleet 

At daybi^Bok, on the morning of the 
19th, the enemy unmasked one of their 
14-gnn batteries. The guns, with those 
in the fort, were all elevated, and 
the lines reinforced with two regiments 
of infkntry. The governor, notwith- 
standing ^ese appearances, ordered a 
royal salute to be fired at sis o'clock 
from Willis's. The Panther man-of- 
war was decorated, and also fired a 
•alute on account of this ^ctory. About 
seven the "EAgar arrived, wilSi the Ph<B- 
nix prize of 80 guns, having oa board 
the Spanish admiral, Don Juan de 
Langara y Huarte. This ship had lost 
her mizen and main top-masts, but 
teemed little injured in the hull. The 
admiral, who was wounded in the en- 
gagement, was conducted on shore in 
me evening to lodgings in town, and 
had every attention and compliment 
pud him which were due to his rank. 
At night, Admiral Digby, in the 
George, wmrked round Enropa 



with eleven or twelve ships ; but Sir 
George remained with the crippled 
prizes, and with the main bodv of the 
fleet, off Marbella, a Spanish town, 
formerly of note, sixteen leagues to the 
eastward of Gibraltar. 

The 20th, being the anniversary of 
the King of Spam's birthday, Admiral 
Barcelona ships were decorated accord- 
ing to custom. When the colours were 
struck in the evening, the flag-ship, 
with her consort of 50 guns, was haul^ 
dose in land ; and the next day a large 
party began to erect a battery on the 
shore for their protection; being ap- 
prehensive, probably, of an attack fh>m 
the British fleet The night of the 
21st, the enemy unmasked the other 
batteries in the lines, which again 
caused a general disturbance amongst 
the inhabitants. Everything seemed 
now prepared to fire upon tiie town. 
The convoy continued beating up ; but 
the prizes were so damaged in their 
rigging that they could not be expected 
to make the bay till the wind veered 
round to the east. Early on the 22nd, 
several men-of-war, in coming into the 
bay, were carried down under the eno* 
mfs batteries near Point Mala, which 
occasioned a general alarm in their 
camp. Drums beat to arms, and thei^ 
artillery opened in an instant The 
boats df the fieet, however, were or- 
dered to their assistance, and the ships 
were towed back without receiving 
much damage. One man was killed 
and two wounded on board the Ter- 
rible ; all of them Spanish prisoners. 

Sir George, on his arrival off the 
coast of Barbary, had sent intelligence 
to Mr. Lege to prepare supplies for the 
parrison. Three vessels therefore sailed 
m the course of the 22nd for Tetuan to 
bring over what was at hand. The 
consul had provided cattle, fiiscines, 
pcketB, &C. in readiness fbr the ships 
when they arrived ; but, to his surprise, 
the ships sent in the hurry of busmess, 
under convoy of the Bedford, were 
transports fitted up for the reception of 
troops, with many weeks' provisions on 
board ; and before the berths could be 
removed to admit the supplies, the 
wind came easterly, and the snips were 
obliged to return wi*«hout them. Thia 
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oversight was of ffreat detriment to the 
garrison, as at tnis period we mi^ht 
have procured fresh provisions, which 
with economy would have served for 
some months. The garrison vessels 
were afterwards sent for these articles ; 
but after Sir George Rodney's depar- 
ture, most of them were detained by 
the vigilance of the enemy's cruisers. 

We learned by the Clulders, on the 
23rd, that Sir George was at anchor, 
with the prizes, in Tetuan Road ; and 
waited only a favourable wind to join 
the remainder of the fleet in the bav. 
As the town of Tetuan has frequently 
been mentioned in the preceding pages, 
and probably will as often occur in the 
course of the subsequent, the reader 
will perhaps not be displeased to find 
in this place a short description of it. 
Tetuan is a very ancient town in Bar- 
bary, situated to the south-east of Ceuta, 
about six miles from the sea, on a river 
which meanders beautifully through a 
pleasant country ; but which has a bar 
at the entrance, that renders it unnavi- 
gable for large ships. Small vessels 
get up alx)ut two miles, as far as Mar- 
teen, which is the quay and port of 
Tetuan. The town is walled round 
with square towers at different dis- 
tances to flank the curtains. It is 
built on the gentle slope of a hill ; and 
the houses being white, with flat roo&, 
have the appearance at a distance of an 
encampment. The buildings are so 
contrived that a person may go from 
one end of the town to the other with- 
out descending into the streets, and in 
this manner their women, by occupying 
the upper stories, visit each other with- 
out being exposed to the sight of the 
male sex in the streets below. 

The town has a manufactory, and 
carries on a considerable trade, princi- 
pally in barter ; the road is, however, 
60 exposed towards the east, that ships 
cannot remain there during the Levant 
winds. The Moors exchange cattle, 
poultry, and fruit for other articles; 
and when there is a truce between the 
powers, supply several parts of Spain 
with provisions. The oranges of Te- 
tuan are esteemed the largest and best 
flavoured of any in that part of the globe. 

The enemy, we imagined, were not 



a little alarmed by the casual appclLr- 
ance of our ships on the morning of ta^ 
22nd, as, for several days after, they 
were busy in removing cannon from 
their artiUery park to the different bat- 
teries along the coast. At Algeziras. 
the top-masts and yards of the men-of^ 
war were struck, and the ships hauled 
as close in land, under the protection 
of the new battery, as the depth of 
water would admit. Several Spanish 
officers were now permitted to return 
on their parole to Spain. The 24th, 
the Childers sailed back to Tetuan; 
and soon after arrived a British letter 
of marque from Newfoundland, laden 
with salt-fish. 

Whilst the fleet remained in the bay 
the governor and garrison were often 
honoured with the presence of the 
royal midshipman, Prince William 
Henry ;* and when that youthful hero, 
on his return, laid his early laurels at 
the feet of his royal father, he pre- 
sented, at the same time, a plan of the 
garrison, in the relief of which he had 
made his first naval essay. In that 
plan were delineated the improvements 
which the place had undergone, and 
the new batteries erected on the heights 
since the commencement of the blockade. 

The mention of his royal highness 
brings to my recollection an anecdote 
of him, which occurred whilst the fleet 
was in the bay. The Spanish admiral, 
Don Juan Langara, one morning visited 
Admiral Digby, to whose charge the 
prince was entrusted, and Don Langara 
was of course introduced to his royal 
highness. During the conference be- 
tween the admirals. Prince William 
retired; and when it was intimated 
that Don Juan wished to return, his 
royal highness appeared in his charac- 
ter of midshipman, and respectfully 
informed the admiral that the boat was 
ready. The Spaniard, astonished to see 
the son of a monarch acting as a petty 
officer, immediately exclaimed, " Well 
does Great Britain merit the empire of 
the sea, when the humblest stations in 
her navy are supported by princes of 
the blood."t 



* His lata Majesty, Rini; William IV. 

f In eoniequenoe of learning that doabU 
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Three of the enemy, on the 25th, 
deserted to the garrison ; a fourth, at- 
tempting to desert, was retaken, and 
another was shot by the pursuers within 
musket-shot of oiir lines. We fired 
from Willis's at the horsemen who fol- 
lowed them, and wounded two of their 
horses. The deserters said it was re- 
ported that the enemy intended bom- 
barding the town the succeeding day. 
For several preceding months we had 
reason, from their operations, to think 
such an erent not improbable. Seven 
or eight mortar batteries had been dis- 
tributed along their lines, in which, 
according to our intelligence, were up- 
wards of forty mortars; tiiese, with 
the cannon bearing on the garrison 
f^om their gun batteries, amounted in 
all to upwards of 100 pieces of ordnance. 
They, therefore, were not unprepared 
fi>r such service ; but whether the cir- 
cumstance of the Spanish admiral and 
officers being lodged in the town might 
not at that time in some degree influence 
their conduct, or whether they were 
overawed by the strong naval force 
in their neighbourhood, they deferred 
the bombardment to a more distant 
period. 

Sir George arrived in the Sandwich 
from Tetuan on the 25th ; and the fol- 
lowing day the prizes and remaining 
men-of-war were all at anchor in the 
bay. A council of war was immedi- 
ately held on the admiral's arrival; 
but the subject of their debates was not 
made public. Late in the evening of 
the same day a Newfoundland vessel 
with fish, coming in, approached so 



hud been expressed respecting the authenticity 
of this anecdote, the author wrote, in 1835, to 
Sir Herbert Taylor, then priTAte secretary to 
the King, and received fi-om him the following 

*' My dear Colonel,— I have taken the earli- 
est opportunity of submitting to the King the 
memorandum you left with me at St. James's 
Palace respecting the passage at page 90 
of fp. 44 of the present editionj your valuable 
and interesting worl(, the * History of the Siege 
of Gibraltar,' to which it refers; and 1 haw 
now the pleasure to acquaint you. by com- 
mand of nts Majesty, that tlie anecdote there 
Sven is correctly stated in every respect, and 
erefore that any alteration of it which may 
have been suggested is uncalled for. 

•• Windsor Owae, «4lh March, 1&35." 



close to the enemy's coast, that our 
guard-boats were obliged to bring her 
to her proper berth. 

The Fortune sloop carried over to 
Point Mala, on the 26th, the Spanish 
wounded prisoners : Admiral Langara, 
with his suite, still remained in Gib- 
raltar. Admiral Sir George Brydges 
Rodney landed on the 27th at Ragged 
Staff, and, after visiting the Spanish 
admiral, dined with the governor. 
Prince William, with Admiral Digby, 
&c., likewise dined at the convent. 
The same day the governor ordered 
those soldiers' wives and children who 
were not provided with twelve months' 
provisions to prepare to leave the gar- 
rison with the fleet ; 250 lbs. of flour, 
or 360 lbs. of biscuit was stated as suf- 
ficient for one person. By this regu- 
lation many useless hands were sent 
home, which would have been a vast 
burthen on the earrison, circumstanced 
as we afterwards were. The evening 
of the 28th the Childers ssdled for 
England with despatches from the ad- 
miral ; but meeting with a gale of 
wind at west, she was compelled to 
return, after losing her fore-yard and 
throwing four guns overboard. At 
night came in a deserter from the 
Walon guards. 

About noon, on the 29th, a large 
ship appeared ftx>m the westward : on 
doubling Cabrita Point she was dis- 
covered to be an enemy. Signals were 
instantly made for the Edffar and two 
frigates to attack her. In the mean 
time the Spaniard seemed greatly con- 
fused, but at last worked close in land, 
between two barbet batteries at the 
Point. Several broadsides were ex- 
changed between her and the Edgar, 
whilst the frigates attacked the batte- 
ries. They were, however, after some 
time recalled, the admiral being appre- 
hensive that they might sustain greater 
damage from the land than the object 
in action would excuse. The same 
day the second battalion of the 7Srd 
regiment, or Lord M'Leod's High- 
landers, commanded by Lieutenant- 
Colonel George M*Kenzie, disembarked 
from on board the fleet at tiie New 
Mole, and took possession of the case- 
mates in the King's bastion, &e. This 
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regiment was intended iat Minorca; 
bat Generel EHott thought proper, with 
the advice of the admirals, &c., to de- 
tain them. Their strength at this time 
was 30 officers, 6 staff ^cers, 50 Ser- 
jeants, 22 drammers, and 944 rank and 
file : an excellent reinforcement in our 
situatian, since the scarry had already 
began to appear among as. Colonels 
Picton and Mawhood, with many other 
officers, joined their corps also by this 
fleet. On the night of the 29th, came 
in three more Walons. The Minorca 
convoy sailed on the 31 st^ under the 
Marlborough, Invincible, &c. The 
wind changing to the east in the even- 
ing, the Childers made another at- 
tempt to pass the Straits; which she 
effected, and carried home dispatches 
giving authentic accounts of the pre- 
ceding victory. 

Sir George, when he captured the 
Caracca fleet, judged that the cargoes 
of several would be useful to the gar- 
rison : he therefore brought witii him 
what ships he thought would be ser- 
viceable, and landed their freights 
along with the supplies which govern- 
ment had sent out A great number 
of guns of heavy metal, and some hun- 
dred barrels of powder, were also pui> 
chased from the Spanish prizes by the 
governor, notwithstanding he had re- 
ceived a W^ supply of the latter by 
the convoy. The artillery (whose con- 
stant practice it was to try the strength 
of powder on the batteries) afterwards 
compared the quality and strength of 
the British and Spanish powder, and 
found the former greatly superior. 

In the beginning of February, the 
wind fix)m the S. W. blew a strong 
gale, which, from the foulness of the 
anchorage off Rosia Bay, &c., involved 
the fleet in great distress. Some of 
them were in very imminent danger of 
being forced upon the rocks, particu- 
larly one of the Spanish prizes, which, 
without doubt, would have experienced 
that fate, if seasonable assistance had 
not been sent her, and the wind had 
not abated. The 3rd, Admiral Bai'celo 
again hoisted his flag and ensign, hav- 
ing secured his ships by a strong boom, 
and completed the battery on the land, 
which mounted 22 guns. Merlons were 



also added to the fort on the 
whick before was en batbei. 

Three deserters came in on the 5th i 
they were immediately sent on board 
the fleet) where the others had been 
ordered the preceding day, to take 
their passage for England. These mea 
gave dismid accounts of the enemy'6 
sufferings in camp, where imiveisal 
discontent prevailed on account of the 
great scarcity and dearness of provi*- 
sions. We little doubted the truth of 
this intelligence: the neighbourhood 
of their camp» from our own knowledge 
of the country, was not capable of sub- 
sisting so large an army ; consequently 
they were obliged to be supplied with 
provisions, &c. from places at a dis* 
tance, and these resources since Admiral 
Rodney's arrival had been cut off. Oar 
cruisers, in truth, not only obstructed 
these supplies, but also prevented the 
garrison of Ceuta from receiving the 
refreshments from Spain which their 
situation made necessary ; and our in- 
telligence from Barbary mentioned that 
that garrison was in a similar, if not 
worse condition than their apposite 
friends. If Sir George, therefore, had 
continued some time longer in the 
Mediterranean, our enemies probably 
would have been reduced to greater 
diiBculties than we ourselves had expe* 
rienced. 

As the fortress of Ceuta is in some 
degree connected with the subject of 
the present narrative, it may not be 
improper to relieve the reader's atten- 
tion by a brief description of it. The 
town of Ceuta is situated on the coast 
of Barbary, about 1 5 miles to the south- 
ward of Gibraltar. In the tera of the 
Romans it was a town of some note, 
but on the decline of that empire felly 
like others, to the dominion of the 
Goths and Moors. Ceuta remained in 
the possession of the latter till the year 
1414, when John I., King of Portugal, 
with a formidable force, surprised and 
took it. The Moors afterwards made 
many attempts to recover it, but in 
vain ; and ever since, it has remained 
in the possession of the Christians. 
Upon the demise of Henry of Portu- 
gal, in 1578, that crown was seized 
upon by the Spaniards ; Ceuta oonso- 
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4«eiitly became a Spanish garrison: 
and when the Portngaese revolted, nn- 
dkr John, Duke of Braganza, in 1640, 
tund again established themselTes into a 
distinct kingdom, Ceuta did not, with 
the rest of & emjnre, retani to its na- 
tarol allegiance, bat continued in the 
liands of Sie Spaniards, by whom it has 
been held ever since. 

B^g a promontoiy projecting into 
liie sea, the sitoaticxi of Ceuta is not 
taiuch different from that of Gibraltar. 
The town, which is built on the neck 
of land that joins it to the continent, 
is strongly fortified in the modem man- 
ner. The suburbs are at some distance, 
in order to be more out of reach of the 
i^ellg, in case of an attack ftom the 
land ; and they extend to the foot of a 
mountain, at the extremity of the pen- 
insula, on which are erected a watch- 
tower and castle, surrounded with a 
ftfrtified wall, about a league in cir^ 
camfereace. The fortifications are kept 
in good repair by slayes, who are sen- 
tence to this punishment from the 
different prisons in Spain ; and a strong 
^rrison is kept in the fortress, to pre- 
vent a surprise from the Moors, who, 
like the Spaniards with respect to Gib- 
raltar, have a watchful eye over it. 
The city is regularly fiimished with 
prorvisions fit)m the opposite ports in 
Spain; and being destitute of water, 
which was formerly conducted by an 
aqueduct firom the neighbourhood, is 
supplied with that article from Este- 
pona, a small Spanish fishing, town 
about nine leagues to the eastward of 
Gibraltar. 

Another deserter came in on the 10th 
of February. The day following, the 
inyalids and women embarked on board 
the fleet. By the 12ih the supplies 
were all landed, and the riggbff of the 
Spanish prizes being repaired, me fleet 
prepared to return. The same day a 
sag of truce brought over some English 
prisoners : one of them, the master of 



a merchantnmn, which had been taken 
in her Yoyage to the garrison, informed 
us that the boom at Algeziras was a 
twenty-two-inch cable-rope, buoyed up 
by casks, to prevent our sending fire- 
ships among their shipping. 

The Spanish admiral having regu- 
lated with Sir George Rodney every- 
thing concerning the exchange and re- 
lease of prisoners, was permitted on tiie 
ISth to return upon his parole into 
Spain. He was conducted with part of 
his suite, in the governor's carriage, to 
the Spanish lines, where he was re- 
ceived by his friends, and with them 
proceeded on to the camp. The suc- 
ceeding day, the remainder of tiie 
Spanish officers were taken by the For- 
tune sloop, and landed at the Orange- 
grove. Lieutenant Williams, of the 
navy (who, afier taking possession of 
one of tiie Spanish prizes in the action 
off St. Mary's, was obliged to run her 
ashore near Cadiz, and surrender him- 
sdf prisoner), returned with another 
officer, on board the sloop, to the garri- 
son. The liberal and polite behaviour 
of the navy and the governs to Dcm 
Lanpara and his countrymen made a 
sensible and lasting impression on their 
minds, and was confessedly of great 
advantage to the English prisoners in 
Spain; particularly to those taken in 
our neighbourhood, who ever a^r- 
wards were treated with great atten- 
tion and humanity. 

In the evening of the 13th, the Bri- 
tish fleet got under way, excepting the 
Edgar and the Panther ships of tiie 
line, the Enterprise and Porcupine fri- 
gates, which were left behind, as great 
part of their crews had been removed 
to man the prizes. The enemy, on their 
appearing in motion, immediately gave 
the alarm, which was communicate by 
signals from their towers along the 
coasts towards Cadiz. At dusk few of 
our ships were in sight from the upper 
part of the hill. 
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CHAPTER IV 



The Spaniards renew the Blockade^Attempt to Bam oar Shipping by Nine Fire-Ships, bat 
miscarry— Gun Boats— Garrison again distressed— Enemy effectually cut off the Suppliee 
from Barbary — Break Ground in advance from their lines— Scurry Tory prevalent— Greatly 
relieved by the use of Lemons— Mode of using this Vegetable Acid — Garrison obtain a few 
sujiplies from Minorca — Enemy retarded in their operations— Spirited action between the 
Enemy and an English Polacre— Garrison obliged to quit the Gardens on the neatral ground 
•—Tangier— Speedwell Cutter arrives after a spirited engagement — ^A Spy discovered— Mr. 
Logie, the British Consul in Barbary, expelled the Emperor^s dominions — ^Cruel treatment 
which he and the other British subjects experienced — Cause of this event — A Memorial 
from the OCBcers of the Garrison — Great distress of the Troops — ^The Kite cutter, Captain 
Trollop, arrives with intelligence that the British fleet is at the entrance of the Straits. 



The garrison might now be considered 
in a very perfect state of defence. The 
scurvy indeed had begun to affect 
many, and threatened to become more 
general; but we flattered ourselves 
Siat the enemy would give up their in- 
tention of starving us to a surrender, 
and, by relaxing in their vigilance at 
sea, might afford us an opportunity of 
receiving constant supplies of those 
articles most essential to health. Our 
stores and magazines were Ml; a re- 
inforcement had joined the garrison ; 
and new spirits were infused into the 
troops, since they were convinced, from 
the powerful force sent to their relief, 
that they were not forgotten in the 
multiplicity of objects which necessarily 
engaged the attention of our friends at 
home. 

Admiral Duff having returned on 
board the fleet to England, the com- 
mand of the squadron that remained in 
the bay consequently devolved on 
Captain Eliott of the Edgar, who, on 
the 14th of February, hoisted his broad 
pendant as commodore. 

The 16th of the same month. Admiral 
Barcelo removed the boom at Algeziras, 
and warped out to his former anchor- 
age, immediately detaching his small 
craft to Cabrita Point, to intercept any 
ships that might attempt coming in. 
In the afternoon, the enemy executed 
two men in camp, who, it was ima- 



ged, had been retaken in attempting 
to desert: their bodies were not cut 
down until the 20th. This punishment 
seemed, however, to have little effect ; 
for at night three others came in, 
having swum round Fort Barbara. The 
multitude of deserters from the Spanish 
lines during the whole of the siege, is 
one of the circumstances least capable 
of a satisfactonr explanation. What 
could these unhappy men expect in a 
confined and blockaded garrison, and 
even at a time when they could not fiiH 
to be acquainted yrith the distress and 
difficulties under which we laboured ? 
The very act of escaping was attended 
with innumerable dangers; and, should 
the garrison afterwards fall into the 
hands of the enemy, they were certmn 
to meet with the severest punishment 
There is, however, a kind of heroism 
in the passions; disgust, or resentment, 
will prompt men to overlook dangers 
and oifficidties, which, in the line of 
their duty, would be esteemed insur- 
mountable. 

A Venetian came in from the west, 
on the 21st; she spoke the British 
fleet all well to the west of Cape St. 
Vincent The subsequent day, a Duteh 
prize, laden with flour, was sent in by 
the Maidstone privateer, which arrived 
herself on the 23rd. Several other 
vessels came in during the intermediate 
time to the 27th; when a Spanish 
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squadron of four line-of-battle sliips, 
two frigates, and a xebeque, joined 
Admiral Barcelo from the west, and 
agsun blocked up the port From 
the patched and disorderly appearance 
of iJieir sails and rigging, it was con- 
jectured that they were fitted up in 
haste, and solely for the duty of the 
blockade: it gave us however some 
uneasiness to find them again likely to 
adopt their former system. 

At daybreak, on ihe preceding day, 
we discovered a vessel at anchor off 
Waterport, which we fired upon, sup- 
posing her to be a Spaniard : she im- 
jnediatelv sent her boat to Bagged 
Staff, and informed us that she was of 
Naples, and bound to London ; that she 
had touched at Minorca, and had on 
board two English discharged soldiers, 
and two women passengers. The boat 
returned, and soon after went on shore 
at Fort St. Philip, where it remained 
about half an hour. In the evening 
the enemy fired a shot at the vessel ; 
upon which she sent her boat a second 
time ashore: we answered the shot 
firom Willis's; nevertheless at night 
she went over unperoeived to Alge- 
bras. 

In the be^nnin^ <^ March, three 
•regiments decamped from the enemy's 
army, and took different routes. On 
the night of the 2nd, two Genoese 
sailor^, who had formerly belonged to 
a privateer of the garrison, came over 
to us in a small boat from Algeziras. 
The following day a Spanish convoy 
under a commodore arrived in the bay, 
from the west. The governor, onfthe 
11th, ordered the garrison to be 
victualled monthly (bread excepted) 
in the following proportion : for a sol- 
dier, each first and diird week, 1 lb. of 
pork, 2^ lbs. of salt fish, which had 
been purchased from the Newfound- 
land ship ; 2 pints of peas ; 1 lb. of 
flour ; J lb. of rairans ; 1 lb. of rice ; 
5 oz. of butter; 1^ pint of oatmeal. 
Second and fourth week, 1} lb. of beef; 
2 lbs. of fish ; 2 pints of peas ; 1 lb. of 
rice ; 5 oz. of butter ; 4 lb. of wheat ; 
J lb. of raisins. The salt cod being 
indifferent of its kind, and the soldiers 
not having proper vegetables to dress 
with it, proved very pernicious. This 



article continued to be delivered for 
near seven months ; and imdoubtedly, 
in a ^reat degree, promoted that dread- 
ful disorder, the scurvy, which, before 
Sir George Rodney arrived, had made 
its appearance, and afterwards became 
very general and fiital. The governor, 
however, in this new distribution, con- 
sidered the hospital, whose proportion 
of salt meat was less, and more nourish- 
ing articles issued instead. 

Notwithstanding the repeated assure 
ances from the Spaniards, thai tbe 
English prisoners in our neighbour- 
hood should be exchanged for those 
taken with Admiral Langara, none 
were • yet sent in agreeably to that 
admiral's promise : Commodore EUott 
was therefore under the necessity of 
making a formal demand, and to en- 
force it told them, if they did not com- 
plv, he should expect the Spanish ad- 
miral would return with the officers 
then upon their parole. This con- 
vinced them the commodore was no 
longer to be trifled with ; accordingly, 
on me 12th, about 390 Britu^ seamen 
were received on board the Fortune 
sloop, and distributed amongst the 
men-of-war, whose crews, as I have 
mentioned before, were sent to man 
the Spnish prizes. The same day a 
Moorish sloop came in from Malaga, 
and brought intelligence that the enemy 
had fitted up several fire-ships in the 
bay. In the evening three of the 72nd 
absented themselves from their corps ; 
search was made the succeeding day, 
and two of them were discovered asleep 
in a cave, behind the Sugar-Loaf Point. 
They had cut up their working-dresses 
into shreds, which were tied together 
to fiivour their descent down the rock ; 
and it is imagined the following night 
they would have repeated their attempt 
to get off. One of ^ese men was after- 
wards executed, but the other was par- 
doned. 

The Flv packet arrived the 14th, 
with an English mail. In the after- 
noon the Maidstone came in, with a 
settee prize, which the captain had cut 
out 01 Malaga road. A privateer, 
called the Alert, beat in from the west 
on the 15th, notwithstanding an east- 
erly wind. A prize following her was 
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taken ofPCabrita Point The 1 7th, the 
enemy sent in 41 British seamen, who 
were distributed as before. 

The enemy at this time were not 
panicnlarly employed. Some new ar- 
rangements were made in their artil- 
lery park ; and in their camp they 
were busy, collecting bmsh-wood for 
&scines, which caused Yarious conjec- 
tures in the garrison concerning their 
fViture operations. A salute and feu- 
de-joie were fired in their camp on the 
19&, supposed to be occasioned by the 
birth of a son to the princess of Astu- 
rias. The night of the 23rd, the Alert 
sailed with dispatches for England; 
and on the 29th we received from the 
enemy more English prisoners. In 
the coune of the month the garrison 
lost four men by desertion. 

April was not remarkable for any 
erents of moment. On the 2nd, the 
Porcupine frigate, Sir Charles Knowles, 
Bart, sailed to the eastward on a cruise. 
The 5th, arrived the Fly packet : she 
reported that a merchantman, bound to 
the garrison, had been obliged by a 
north wind, when she was sdmost ar- 
rived in the bay, to pass to the east- 
ward, and put into Tetaan, where she 
waited a favourable opportunity to re- 
new her attempt The Fortune sloop, 
on the 6th, took over to the enemy 
900 Spaniards, who had been confined 
as prisoners for some time in our Navy 
hospital. She returned with nine Bri- 
tish, and two days after took over 280 
prisoners. The night of the 12th a 
sloop, with two settees, came in from 
Tangier : the former brought a packet 
from Mr. Logic ; and the latter, cattle, 
and other acceptable articles. The 
following day we observed the enemy 
forming a bridge of pontons across 
the mouth of the river Guadaranque. 
At night, the Hyena frigate. Captain 
Thompson, arrived in thirteen days 
from England. She was chased by the 
enemVs cruisers, and fired at, but re- 
ceived very little damage. The 20th, 
the Edgar, Commodore Eliott, and 
the Hyena, with a privateer, sailed to 
the west, notwithstanding the enemy's 
superiority in the bay. Admiral Bar- 
oelo seemed to suspect their intention ; 
for instantly on their appearing under 



sail, he made a signal fin* his squadron 
to pursue. The Edgar and her consort 
were, however, out of sight before the 
Spaniards got abreast of Cabrita Point. 

Towards the conclusion of the month, 
the enemy were more active in their 
camp, and sometimes in the lines ; to 
which place they brought down a great 
quantity of fascines. Tliey were c^efly 
employed in raising the boyau, and 
making repairs, which were, however, 
so triflmg, that our artillery did not 
disturb them. Besides the arrivals al- 
ready noted, we received supplies by 
two or three boats from the Barbary 
coast ; and in the course of the month, 
three deserters came over from the 
enemy, cme of whom swam to Land- 
port from Tessas battery, about half- 
way between Fort Philip and Point 
MiJa. 

May was not less barren of interest- 
ing occurrences than the preceding 
month. Several deserters attempted 
to get in, but some were so unfortunate 
as to be overtaken by their pursuers. 
These wretches were generally exe- 
cuted the succeeding day, but the ex- 
ample did not deter others from simi- 
lar attempts. 

The 4th, the Fly returned with 
fowls, leather, and fruit Two days 
following, the enemy's army were un- 
der arms in two cdvisions, and per- 
formed a sham engagement One di- 
vision took post on the eminence above 
the stone quarry, under the Queen of 
Spain's Chair, and was attacked by the 
o&er from below. After a smart can- 
nonade, and brisk discharge of mus- 
ketry, the party above gave way ; but 
the night prevented our observing the 
conclusion. The succeeding day, the 
Fortune received from a Spanish flag 
of truce 47 prisoners, very few of 
whom were British. At night small 
arms were discharged on the neutral 
ground, supposed to be at some desert- 
ers who were coming off. One Walon 
reached the barrier, and informed us 
that several of his comrades agreed to 
follow him. The 10th, two men were 
executed in the Spanish camp ; proba- 
bly, the same who were retaken. 

Another deserter, belonging to tiie 
regiment of Estremadura, came in on 
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the 11th, and was remarkable for be- 
ing the first native of Spain who de- 
serted. The Spanish inmntry in gene- 
ral is r^sed upon a local establishment 
Each district is required, by an ancient 
• law called the Quinta, to furnish a cer- 
tain proportion of troops ; and the men 
are enrolled for about seven or eight 
years' service, after which time they 
are permitted to return to their re- 
spective provinces; and as the Spa- 
niards are all strongly attached to their 
native spot, desertion is consequently 
less common with them than with any 
other troops. Most of the men who 
deserted to us, came from those regi- 
ments in their service which are com- 
posed of foreigners. 

A Swede was brought-to from Eu- 
ropa, the 15th, and obliged to come in. 
We were much disappointed in her 
lading, which was salt. We had a 
few days before received some supplies 
from Tangier; and on the 18th two 
boats arrived firom Tetuan, with fowls 
and oil : the latter reported that the 
Fly packet, which had left us on the 
11th, was driven ashore on the Bar- 
bary coast by the enemy's cruisers, 
who, after the crew had quitted her, 
took possession. We were much con- 
cerned at this intelligence; for the 
Fly was a fast sailer, and had been 
very fortunate in frequently passing in 
and out unobserved. The 20th, came 
in a Moorish sloop from Malaga, with 
butter, raisins, and leather : the latter 
article was much wanted; indeed, so 
scarce was it become in the garrison, 
that several officers, and most of ^e 
men, had been necessitated to wear 
shoes made of canvas, with soles of 
spun-vam. 

A letter of marque arrived on the 
25th from Leghorn, with wine, oil, and 
other articles : a very valuable cargo 
to the garrison. On the 30th the ene- 
my's army were again under arms. 
Tneir mancsuvres on that day were the 
attack >uid defence of a convoy. Their 
parties, as in the last month, contiliued 
arranging the ordnance in their artil- 
lery par^ and bringing down to the 
lines materials for the repair of their 
works. Oup artillery, however, took 
little notice of them. 



In the beginning of June we received 
some seasonable supplies by the arrival 
of three boats from Tetuan and one 
from Tangier. Bv the latter we had 
intelligence that the Fox packet, from 
Faro, and a sloop, were at that place 
waiting an opportmiity to get in ; and 
by this, or one of the former ves- 
sels, Mr. Logic gave information that 
the enemy had prepared several fire- 
ships to bum our shipping in the bay. 
Two months before, he had intimated 
to Commodore Eliott that the Spa- 
niards had five fire-ships in readiness 
for immediate use ; and that they had 
once made an attempt to send them 
over, but the wind failed. Bepeating 
the intelligence, therefore, at this time, 
was peculiarly fortunate, as the next 
night they attempted to put in exe- 
cution their design. The same day, a 
Spanish ship of the line sailed from 
Algesiras to the eastward. 

Our naval force at this period cod- 
sisted of the Panther, of 60 guns, Cap- 
tain Harvey (who, since Commodore 
Eliott's departure, commanded in the 
Mediterranean); the Enterprise fri- 
gate, Captain Lesley ; two armed ves- 
sels commanded by lieutenants, with 
several armed ordnance transports, and 
other ships belonging to merchants. 
On the morning of the 7th, a littie 
after midnight, the Enterprise, which 
was anchored to the northward off the 
New mole head, discovered several 
sail approaching her from the opposite 
side of the bay: they were bailee^ but, 
before satis&ctory answers could be 
received, several fireworks and inflam- 
mable substances were thrown on 
board, and six fire-ships suddenly ap- 
peared in the form of a crescent, bear- 
ing down upon her and the ordnance- 
ships in the New mole. Captain Les- 
ley, with immediate presence of mind, 
instantiy fired three gun^ to alarm his 
friends, and, cutting his cable, drove 
closer in shore. The Panther and 
shipping, on the appearance of the 
enemy, immediately commenced a 
brisk cannonade to retard their pro- 
gress; and, manning their boats, the 
officers and seamen, with their usual 
intrepidity, ^ppled the ships; and, 
notwithstandmg the fierceness of the 
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flames, towed them, clear of our ves- 
sels, under the walls, where they were 
afterwards extinguished. Beside these 
six, which were Intended for the New 
mole, three others were lighted and 
directed towards the Panther, at an- 
chor off Buena Vista ; but one was 
towed off by the boats, and the other 
two were at so great a distance that 
they drove out to sea to the eastward. 

Tlie garrison was as early alarmed 
as the navy. The drums beat to arms ; 
the guards were all upon their defence ; 
and the pickets, with the different re- 
giments, assembled at their posts, and 
continued under arms till daybreak. 
The artillery from the batteries se- 
conded the fire from the ships; but 
the darkness of the night prevented 
any certain knowledge of the effect. 
The wind, which was fiirourable for 
their purpose in the beginning of the 
night, fortunately grew still when they 
were most in need of it The largest 
of them, nevertheless, which was of the 
size of a large Indiaman, or 50-gun 
ship, woxdd certainly have got mto 
the New mole amongst the ordnance- 
transports, had not a few bar-^ot, frt)m 
a 32-pounder at the Mole head, turned 
her round, and then the current carried 
her into Rosia bay. 

The navy on this occasion cannot be 
too highly commended for their cou- 
rage, conduct, and alertness. Their 
intrepidity overcame every obstacle; 
and though three of the ships were 
linked wim chains and strong cables, 
and every precaution was taken to ren- 
der them successful, yet, with uncom- 
mon resolution and activity, the British 
seamen separated the vessels, and towed 
them ashore with no other injury to 
themselves than a few bums and 
bruises. The design altogether, to do 
justice to the ingenuity of Don Barcelo, 
was well pn^ected, and his squadron 
judiciously stationed at the entrance of 
the bay to intercept our men-of-war in 
case they had attempted to escape from 
the fire-ships. We afterwards were in- 
formed that Admiral Barcelo proposed 
*x) Don Alvarez to draw off our atten- 
ion from the southward by opening 
us land batteries on the town. With- 
ut doubt such a proceeding would 



have diverted the attention of the gar- 
rison in some measure from the ship- 
ping; but as the navy had the prin- 
cipal, na^, I may say, the sole honour 
of opposmg the fire-ships, their endear 
vours would not have been less strenu- 
ous, nor of course less successful. 

The hulls of the fire-ships were soon 
after broken up and sold to the inhabit- 
ants for fuel, and proved a most season- 
able relief. Firing was become a more 
important article than before, which 
may appear very extraordinary to the 
reader, when he looks back to the short 
time which had elapsed since the de- 
parture of Sir George Rodnej^s fleet ; 
but it is necessary to inform him that 
the colliers intended for the garrison 
were too late in coming round from 
the Downs to join at Spithead — Sir 
George Rodney therefore sailed with- 
out them. 

The morning of the 8th, arrived the 
Fox packet, and another vessel from 
Faro; and in the course of the 10th 
and 12th, four boats came in from Te- 
tuan and Tangier with various cargoes. 
The patrons reported it was current at 
Tangier that we killed 14 or 15 men 
in the attack of the fire-ships, and that 
the Spaniards had several more fire- 
ships ready in the bay, with which it 
was not improbable they might make a 
second attempt. Our navy were con- 
sequently very vigilant, and kept a 
good look-out For some weeks past 
we had been remarkably successful in 
receiving these small and very accept- 
able supplies. Their cruisers, how- 
ever, now began to be more alert, and 
appeared to be stationed with better 
judgment On the 15th, a boat was 
taken coming in, but her consort es- 
caped; and on the 20th, another ar^ 
rived from Tangier, which brought 
intelligence that a large ship, with 
coals and butter, bound to the garrison, 
was captured by the Spaniards two 
days before under the guns of Tangier. 
The 24th, several broadsides y^ere ex- 
changed between four of the enemy's 
ships, passing to Algeziras, and our 
shipping and batteries at the south- 
ward. Some few shot came ashore, 
but no particular damage was re- 
ceived. The Enterprise £id 18 sadl- 
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ors burnt by the explosion of some 
powder. 

Early on the 27th, four Spanish gun- 
boats, with a xebeque and two galleys, 
approached under cover of the ni^ht 
and fired upon the Panther. A bnsk 
discharge was however returned, and 
they soon retired. One shot struck the 
south pavilion, and three were fired 
through the Panther. This mode of an- 
noyance the enemy afterwards greatly 
improved upon. These boats were 
strongly built, but ill finished: they 
had a small mast inclining forwara 
from the centre of the boat, almost 
over the bow, upon which was hoisted 
a latine yard and sail, which, at an- 
chor, served as an awning to the men 
on board. They rowed astonishingly 
swift, and each carried a 26-pounder in 
the bow. We never had a ^)od oppor- 
tunity of making any satisfactory ob- 
servations on them, but judged from 
their appearance that they were about 
70 feet long and 20 broad. 

In the be^nning of July, the Pan- 
ther man-of-war receiving upwards of 
100 English prisoners from tne enemy, 
Captain Harvey sailed for England. 
Some alterations and additions took 
place the same day in the garrison de- 
tail. The 4th, the Fortune brought 
over more British prisoners. We 
had received some supplies in the 
course of a few days by two Moorish 
boats, and they were followed on the 
11th of July by one from Tanker, 
which informed us of a fleet having 
been seen off that coast, and that two 
boats had been taken coming into the 
bay. The fleet here mentioned was 
the combined fleet of France and Spain, 
which soon after captured our out- 
ward-bound East and West India fleets, 
and carried the greater part of them 
into Cadiz : one of the heaviest blows 
which British commerce had ever 
sustained. 

The recent attempt of the enemy to 
bum the shipping and store-houses at 
^e southward, added to the intelli- 
gence which the sovemor had received 
of the enemy's fleet being off Cadiz, 
caused him to direct particular atten- 
tion towards that quarter of the garrison. 
BiUteries for heavy metal were made 



on the rock above Parson's Lodge, at 
Rosia; and directions were given for 
the New Mole to be cleared of shipping, 
that the ordnance might have more 
liberty to play. Other alterations also 
took place in that neighbourhood. 
Early on the morning of the 17th, five 

r -boats and four ^leys fired upon 
Enterprise and sM^ping in the New 
Mole. One of the fngate*s forecasUe 
guns was dismounted, and her fore-stay 
cut : some shots came also on shore. 

During the remainder of the month, 
our firing, which had been continued 
at intervals, was brisker on their par- 
ties, who were prindpally employed in 
forming considerable d^pdts of fascines, 
casks, and timber, in the lines, and in 
collecting brash-wood from the conn- 
try : they were likewise very busy in 
disembarking stores which liad lately 
arrived. Several empty transport-ves- 
sels, in the course of this month, left 
the garrison for England. A man of 
the 58th regiment deserted to the 
enemy: one also came in fi'om the 
lines. 

In August few incidents occurred on 
either side. Our provisions began to 
be bad, and extremdy offensive. The 
few supi^ies we now received, were 
rather luxuries than substantials : wine, 
sugar, oil, honey, onions, and articles of 
the like kind, composed chiefly the 
cargoes of those craft which arrived. 
Suffar was risen to 28, 6d. per pound, 
ana everything else sold in proportion. 

About 10 in the forenoon of the 3rd, 
a settee, coming in from the west, was 
chased by the enemy, and taken into 
Algeziras. We imagined it was the 
Fox packet, which we then anxiously 
expected with an English mail; and 
our conjectures afterwards were con- 
firmed. The 10th, we observed the 
enemy laying a bridge of boats across 
the river Palmones. Two days fol- 
lowing, a brig was boarded almost 
under our guns, and conducted to Al- 
geziras. It was thought to be the same 
of which we had intelligence some 
time before, and which was laden with 
a variety of articles much wanted : her 
capture was therefore greatly lamented. 
The night of the IStii, six sailors de« 
serted in a boat firom the New mole. 
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The sacceeding day, the Fortune sloop 
received from the enemy 64 prisoners, 
f^ign Bradshaw, of the 56th regi- 
ment, and several who were passengers 
in the brig taken on the 12ui, were of 
the noml^r. At ni^ht, five more 
ssuloTS who were rowmg guard, went 
over to the enemy. In the night of 
the 25th, a Minorquin boat came in 
with win€; tea, and sugar, in eight 
days. The 27th and 29th, a soloier 
and four i^ors deserted to the enemy. 
It was inu^ined the sailors forced 
with them the midshipman who com- 
manded the boat Colonel Mawhood, 
of the 72nd regiment, died on the 29th. 

A small boat arrived ftrom Barbary 
on tiie dOth, with information that the 
Moors permitted the Spaniards to cap- 
ture every English vessel which took 
refuge under the protection of their 
guns; that the Spaniards would not 
^ow any boats to leave the bay cf 
Tangier, and only waited for orders 
from Admiral Barcelq to bum and 
destroy what remained. This intel- 
ligence very sensibly affected us. To 
be cut off £ram wbiat we had always 
considered our domestic market, was a 
stroke we little expected. We waited, 
however, more audientic proo& of this 
extraordinaiy conduct, before we could 
implicitly beUeve the defection of those 
whom daring the present contest we 
had consider^ as our firm friends. 

September was as barren with respect 
to material incidents as the preceding 
months. The enemy finished their 
ponton bridge over the river Palmones 
on the 2nd. About a week alterwards, 
two soldiers of the 56th deserted. On 
the 2drd, a flag of truce brought over 
the midshipman carried off by the 
sfdlors who deserted the latter end of 
Au^;ust The 29th, a deserter came 
in, m the habit of a peasant : he spoke 
several languages fluently, and said he 
had been a Serjeant in iheve service. 
Some suspicions arising, he was charged 
to remain with part of the 58th re^- 
ment at Windmill-hill. The follow- 
ing day we remarked, that the enemy's 
guards in the lines, at the hour of 
relieving, amounted to about 300 in- 
fiutry, and 70 artillery, besides ca- 
valry. 



The situation of the garrison by this 
time was again become verv interest- 
ing. The blockade was, if possible, 
fidore strict and vigilant than before. 
Chains of small cruisers were stationed 
across tiie Strauts, at the entrance of 
the bay, and on every side of the rock ; 
and the late disagreeable intelligence 
from Tangier seemed now confirmed, 
by our never having heard from that 
quarter during the month. The little 
assistance we therefore received, came 
from Minorca; but the supplies from 
that place were so trifling, and sold at 
such enormous prices, that few were 
able to purchase them. We had not 
been &.voured with a cargo of cattle for 
a long period, and the scurvy began to 
gain considerable ascendancy over the 
efforts of our surgeons. Our distresses, 
in short, promi^ to be more acute 
and flsital than those we had already 
experienced. 

The enemy's m^erations on the land 
side had been fi>r many months so 
unimportant, as scarcely to merit our 
attention. However, on the morning 
of the 1st of October, wcobserved they 
had raised an epanlment, about 600 
or 700 yards advanced from their lines. 
The preceding niffht, our out-guards 
had been alarmed with an unusual 
noise on the neutral ground, like that 
of men at work: several large fires 
also appeared, and some attempts were 
made to bum our advanced barriera 
with devils* and other combustibles, 
which were soon thrown off without 
taking effect ; and notice was given to 
the Lines, Liandport, and other guards. 
This alarm, however, was not ^neral 
in the garrison. As the morning ad- 
vanced, the noise ceased ; and we dis- 
covered that they had set fire to the 
fishermen's huts in the gardens: but 
when the day permitted us to examine 
farther, we ol^rved the above-men- 
tioned work. 

The epaulment was about 30 yards 
in extent, of a simple construction, 
composed of chandehers, fiiscines, and 
a few sand-bags ; and was erected near 
the windmill or tower on the neu- 
tral ground, distant about 1100 yards 
from our grand battery. The enemy's 
guns were elevated, and batteries man 
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ned; which, with other preparations 
in the lines, seemed to argae that they 
expected we should fire, and were de- 
termined to oppose it These appear- 
ances, probably, induced the governor 
not to take any particular notice of 
tiieir work in the day: but at ni^ht, 
orders were sent to throw a few light 
balls, to discover if they were making 
any addition. The inhabitants imme- 
diately took the alarm, upon being told 
that the enemy had thrown up an ad- 
vanced work, and that their batteries 
were manned ; and at night very few 
remained at the north end of the town. 

It now seemed evident the enemy 
had determined on a more serious 
attack, in case the second blockade 
was unsuccessiul : but we were at a loss 
to imagine what motives could influ- 
ence them to act so opposite to the 
established mode of approaching a be- 
sieged garrison, by erecting a work so 
distant, and winch had no connexion 
with their established lines. 

The enemy's batteries continued to 
be manned till the 2nd; and in the 
aitemoon of that day, Don Alvarez, 
accompanied bv an officer, supposed to 
be the Count a'Estaing, who was ex- 
pected in the Spanish camp when the 
last deserter came in, visit^ the lines. 
They remained three-quarters of an 
hour at Fort St Barbara, viewing the 
rock witii glasses. On their return 
they were «duted from Pcnnt Mala; 
and as they passed the front line of 
the camp, the regiments turned out 
without arms. Oti the night of the 
3xd, a smart engagement was heard off 
Cabrita Point, supposed to be between 
some vessel attempting to come in, and 
the enemy's cruisers; and the next 
momiuff a sloop with English colours 
reversed was observed at Algeziras. 

Early on the 4th, our advanced 
guards discovered the enemy endea- 
vouring, a second time, to fix fire-fag- 
gots on our barriers. A smart dis- 
charge of musketry was immediately 
directed from these posts, and from the 
Queen's lines ; on which they retired. 
At daybreak we observed they had 
carried away vast quantities of vege- 
tables firom ue gardens, and trampled 
others under fi30t: 1>atlittie,if any, ad- 



dition was made to the epaulment A 
parley came in on the 5th; and soon 
after, the Fortune sloop received up- 
wards of 40 British prisoners, many of 
whom had been taken ^ing from the 
garrison. In the evenmg of the 6th, 
the Spanish general came to the lines, 
at the head of the relieving guards. 
Soon after he arrived, the guns were 
again elevated, and every preparation 
made, as if they had resolved to open 
on the garrison. The 8th, the town- 
major. Captain Burke, went out with 
a parley, intending to proceed to the 
tower, the place appointed by custom 
for the omcers to give and receive 
communications. When he got abreast 
of the new work, the sentries by mo- 
tions informed him he must not ad- 
vance. He pointed to the tower ; but 
they continued inflexible : on his turn- 
ing round however to return, one of 
them came up with his arms, and pro- 
ceeded with him to the tower, whilst 
another ran to acquaint the officer in 
the lines. The messenger after some 
time came back, and bo£ remained ap- 
parentiy as a guard over Major Burke, 
till the officer arrived ; when, deliver- 
ing his packet, the mi^r returned to 
the garrison. 

The enemy did not appear very 
anxious to complete the epaulment; 
their parties were employed in raising 
and finishing the merlons of the bat* 
teries in the lines, raising the merlons 
of Fort St. Philip with fitfcines, and 
erecting a new batteiynear the guard> 
house on the beach. The 1 Ith, a small 
settee arrived fhxm Minorca: the 
patron informing us that two others ' 
were standing for the rock, the navy 
manned their boats to assist them, in 
case the enemy opposed their entrance ; 
but on getting round Europa Point, no 
such vessels appeared. A Dutch con- 
voy was however passing: the boats 
therefore boldly advanced, and boarded 
a dogger which had got, during the 
fog, pretty near the rock. She was a 
Dane from Malaga, laden with lemons 
and oranges, which the governor im- 
mediately purchased, and distributed 
to the garrison. 

Few articles ever arrived more sea- 
sonably than this cargo of fruit The 
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Bcarvy had made dreadful r&yages in 
OUT hospitals, and more were daily con- 
fined: many, however, unwilling to 
yield to the ^rst attacks, persever^ in 
their duty to its more advanced stages. 
It was therefore not uncommon, at this 
period, to see men, who some months 
before were hale, and equal to any 
fatigue, supporting themselves to their 
posts upon crutches, and even with 
that assistance scarcely able to move 
along. The most fatal consequences, 
in short, to the garrison, were to be ap- 
prehended from this terrible disorder, 
when this Dane was happily directed 
to our relief. The lemons were im- 
mediately administered to the sick, who 
devoured them with the greatest avi- 
dity. The salutary e£Eiectd were al- 
most instantaneous : in a few days, 
men who had been considered as irre- 
coverable, left their beds to congratu- 
late their comrades on the prospect of 
once more becoming usefm to their 
country. 

Mr. Caimcross of the 73rd regiment, 
a surgeon of great eminence, who was 
present at this time and the remaining 
part of the siege, has &voured me with 
the following inibrmation relative to 
the scurvy, and the mode of using this 
vegetable acid ; which, with his per- 
mission, I insert for the benefit of those 
who may hereafter be under similar 
circumstances : — 

"The scurvy which attacked the 
garrison of Gibraltar, differed in no 
respect fh)m that cUsease usually con- 
tracted by sailors in long voyages ; and 
of which the immediate cause seemed 
to be the subsisting fbr a length of time 
upon salted provisions only, without a 
sufficient quantity of vegetables, or 

"Other acescent foods. The circum- 

■ stance related in the voyage of that 

-celebrated circnmnaviffator, the late 
Lord Anson, of consolidated fhictures 

•^^disuniting, and the callosity of the bone 
being perfectly dissolved, occurred fre- 

< quently in our hospitals : and old sores 
and wounds opened anew from the na- 

••ture of the disorder. 

"Various antiscorbutics were used 

'^without success, such as acid of vitriol, 
sour crout, extract of malt, essence of 
vprace, &c., but the only specific was 



firesh lemons and oranges, given libe- 
rally ; or when they could not be pro- 
cured, the preserved juice in such quan- 
tities, from one to four ounces per diena, 
as the patient oould bear. Whilst the 
lemons were sound, from one to three 
were administered each day as circum- 
stances directed. The juice ^ven to 
those in the most malignant state, was 
sometimes diluted with sugar, wine, or 
spirits; but the convalescents took it 
without dilution. Women and chil- 
dren were equally a£Eected; nor were 
the officers exempted fhnn this alarm- 
ing distemper. It became almost ^ne* 
rai at the oommencement of the wmter 
season, owing to the cold and mois- 
ture ; and in the beginning of spring, 
when vegetables were scarce. 

" The juice was preserved by adding 
to 60 gallons of expressed Hqtior about 
five or ten gallons of brandy, whidi 
kept it in so wholesome a state, that se- 
veral casks were opened in good condi- 
tion at the close of the siege. The old 
juice was not however so speedily effi- 
cacious as the fruit, though by perse- 
vering longer in its use^ it seldom 
failed." 

The same day that the dogger was 
brought in, a parley came from Don 
Alvarez, to inrorm the governor that 
all intercourse or correspondence be- 
twixt them, in future, was to be con- 
ducted by fiags of truce in the bay; 
which regulation continued till me 
peace was notified in 1788. The 14th, 
two gun-boats, from the Orange-grove, 
ranged along the front of the garrison, 
and drove in our fishing-boats ; and on 
the 16th they again ranged off the 
Mackerel banx, and forced our fisher- 
men to retire. We did not much ap- 
prove of this conduct, as the boats, by 
this means, were prevented from bring- 
ing any fish to our market The 
enemy continued, however, this practice 
at intervals fior some time. 

The 21st, the gun-boats fired upon 
the Enterprise and town. Captain 
Lesley, not choosing to remun the 
object of their fire, withdrew ^e fri- 
gate into the New mole; where the 
navy, under the direction of the en- 
gineers, had begun to lay a boom of 
masts from the New mole head to the 
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watering-tank. This bo^m, though it 
was considered a difficult operation on 
account of the swell of the sea, was 
soon completed. 

It was not till the night of the 21st, 
that the enemy threw sand in the front 
of their epaulment, to cover it against 
our fire-balls and carcasses ; and on the 
26th thej lengthened it to the west 
about 30 yards, and strengthened it in 
front with sand. The night of the 
28tfa they erected two large traverses in 
the rear for magazines. It now pre- 
sented a very compact appearance; 
whence we concluded that it was in- 
tended for a mortar battery. 

Though it was generally imagined 
in England that the garrison bad been 
amply provided with every article and 
necessary of life, when Sir George 
Rodney arrived with the transports anid 
relief from England, our wants, in 
reality, were fsu* from being supplied. 
In the articles of ammunition and salt 
provisions, the garrison had probably 
as much as they re<^uired ; but of fresh 
provisions, wine, spirits, sugar, &c., we 
oegvi to find a great scarcity ; and the 
price of what remained was conse- 
quently much enhanced. The assist- 
ance we received formerly from Bar- 
bary had now been suspended for se- 
veral months; the enemy seemed de- 
termined to prevent our deriving sup- 
port from the element that almost sur- 
rounded us; and their cruisers were 
too numerous and vigilant to allow us 
to expect anything from the west. 
Thus situated, the garrison turned 
their eyes on the island of Minorca, 
whence we had already received scnne 
very acceptable supplies, and whose 
situation, from the great scope of sea 
room, afibrded a flattering probability 
of the boats being oftener able to es- 
cape the enemy's cruisers. The pro- 
ductions of tuit island are various; 
and those articles which it did not 
afford, could be purchased fh>m the 
prizes that were daily carried thither 
by the privateers. Several ffarrison 
boats were therefore sent to Minorca, 
some of which returned, in the course 
of October, laden with the wine of that 
island, sugar (an article become ex- 
ceedingly scarce), and cheese; with 



sometimes a few live-stock. These 
articles were all sold by auction, ac- 
cording to a regulation established by 
the governor ; and, though they seldom 
were purchased by the lower ranks, 
yet afforded upon the whole a partial 
relief to the garrison. 

The 30th, we observed that the 
enemy had posted an officer's guard in 
the Mill battery, which was the name 
we ^ve to the new work. Montague's 
bastion was therefore opened on it in 
the evening, and, by forming a cross- 
fire with the batteries on the heights, 
considerably annoyed them, and much 
retarded their operations. The same 
night two soldiers of the 56th and 72nd 
deserted from Upper AH's-well, in the 
lines : they were sentries at the same 
post, and got down by means of a rope ; 
but previous to their descent, had the 
precaution to wet the priming of their 
firelocks. We also lost another man by 
desertion in the course of the month. 

The governor, in the beginning of 
November, made an arrangement of 
the troops, that in case the enemy bom- 
barded the garrison, each regiment 
might know the quarters and stations 
which they were to take up. The 1st 
of the month was rather unpropitious 
to us : an English snow was taken to 
the east of the rock : at night a soldier 
of the 56th regiment deserted during a 
heavy shower of rain ; and the follow- 
ing evening two others, of the 12th and 
56th, attempted to get off by swimming 
round the Old mole head ; but a few 
days afterwards the body of the former 
was washed ashore near the King^s 
bastion; we therefore concluded ms 
comrade had shared the same fate. In 
the evening of the 7th a smart cannon- 
ade was heard in the Straits : after it 
had continued for some time a sudden 
flash appeared, and a report was heard, 
like tiie blowing-up of powder. The 
next morning we observed that the 
enemy had captured an English vessel, 
and were at that time towing in a gun- 
boat, which accounted for the firing 
and explosion. 

Our fire, about tiie 7th and 8th, be- 
came more animated; yet the enemy 
almost every night maae some interior 
additions. We had observed for several 
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preceding mornings deep ruts in the 
sand, leading from the principal barrier 
to the Mill battery ; which led us to 
imagine that they brought at night 
heavy timber and other materials from 
their d^p6ts in the lines. The artil- 
lery were therefore ordered to direct a 
ricochetting fire of small shells along 
this track. In the evening of the 10th 
a large party, followed by a number of 
carts and mules, laden with different 
materials, advanced along the beach 
from the sally-port of Ihe ditch of Fort 
St Philip to the Mill battery. They 
were perceived by the armleiy at 
Willis's before ihey had proceeded half- 
way; and a brisk fire was directed 
towards their route, which threw the 
mules into confusion, and obliged some 
to return, after having left their bur- 
thens on the beach. The batteries beinff 
reinforced, the firing was continued 
with great vivacity the whole night 
The subsequent evening our artillery 
were prepared, and immediately on the 
party's appearing^ sainted ihem with a 
warm discharge of shot and shells, 
which seemed to have greater effect 
than the fire of the preceding evening. 
This circumstance convinced us of the 
effect of the ricochetting fire fh>m the 
lower batteries, along ihe track firom 
the barrier : but the enemy were not so 
soon driven from the new track as fix)m 
the former; and continued, notwith- 
standing our fire (which must have 
killed and wounded many of them), to 
bring materials in this exposed manner 
till a line of communication was finished 
from the lines. 

An Engli^ armed polacre, called 
the Toung Sabine, arrived on the 12th, 
after a spirited engagement in the bay 
with several armed vessels and three 
gun-boats. The enemy attempted to 
board her, but were as often repulsed 
by musketry : at length she beat them 
off, and anchored under our guns. Her 
cargo was cheese, hams, and potatoes ; 
the latter of which sold at fi>r^-three 
dollars per cwt, which, according to 
forty-two pence per dollar (the ex- 
change at thattime^, are equal to 
7/. 10«. 6d, sterling. Other articles sold 
in proportion. In the afternoon a 
Minorquin settee arriyed with the usual 



cargo ; a Spanish gun-boat boarded her 
on her passage ; but the patron show- 
ing papers from Majorca to the camp, 
the Spaniard took no fhrther notice 
than keeping her company as a convoy. 
The Minorquin afterwards seized a 
convenient opportunity, and slipped in. 

In the course of tiie 14th a Minor- 
quin tartan, bound foT the garrison, was 
token by the enemy ; the crew however 
quitted her, and got ashore. The enemy 
the same day mounted twelve guns en 
barbet, in the battery near the guard- 
house, in the vicinity of Fort St PhiUp, 
which we had supposed was intend^ 
for mortars ; and about a week after- 
wards ihey erected merlons to this 
work, admitting the embrasures to open 
upon the garrison. This was called by 
the garrison the Black battery ; and 
though the most distant work erected 
against Gibraltar, was found in the 
subsequent bombardment and siege to 
be one of the most 'annoying to the gar- 
rison, as its line of fire enfiladed the 
Town Line wall and main street, which 
were during the siege the principal 
communications with th^ northern part 
of the fortress. 

Two nights fi>llowing, the gun-boats, 
which were now increased In nxmiber, 
fired upon the town and shipping* 
Three, that directed their fire on the 
former, were stationed off the Old mole 
head, and threw several shots into the 
town. Several men were wounded in 
the Enterprise frigate. 

The night of the 17th the enemy 
threw up two places d'armea for mus- 
ketry on the flanks of the Mill bat- 
tery; the parapets formed semicircles 
joinine Ihe battery, but afterwards ex- 
tended in an oblique direction towards 
the lines. These additions appeared 
very slight, being only a row of casks 
or gabions, strengthened with half- 
chandeliers, and sand in fh>nt ; covered 
on the top with sand-bags. The 18th 
we were visited again by the gun-boats ; 
in returning their cannonade one of the 
tMrty-two pounders on the King's has* 
tion burst, killed an artilleryman on 
the spot, and wounded three others. 
The man who fired the gun escaped^ 
but was a litUe scorch^ with the 
powder. 
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A great number of mules were 
employed on the 22nd, bringing for- 
ward casks, chandeliers, and other ma- 
terials, from the camp. The night of 
the 23rd the enemy began an approach 
from the lines to the Mill battery : it 
consisted of flEiscines, with sand banked 
up in front, and commenced near the 
west angle of the western fourteen-gun 
battery, extending about 120 feet to- 
wards the advanced guard-house in 
front of Fort St. Philip; the following 
night, notwithstanding our fire, they 
lengthened it about 100 feet, with chan- 
deliers placed in a trench and filled 
with fascines. The enemy endea- 
voured to draw our attention from this 
quarter by another salute from the 
^un-boats, but in vain. As it was not 
improbable that the gun-boats were 
directed in their firing by the lights 
in the houses along the line-wall, 
and those looking towards the bay ; 
orders were issued ''that no lights 
in future should appear in any house, 
barrack, or guard-house, towards the 
bay, after seven o'clock in the even- 
ing/' 

We had hitherto derived occasional 
assistance from the gardens on the neu- 
tral ground, though vast quantities of 
vegetables had been removed from 
thence by the enemy. On the 25th, 
however, they determined to expel our 
people altogether from the gurdens; 
which in the course of a few days they 
accomplished, notwithstanding the 
marksmen under Lieutenant Burleigh 
were stationed at Willis's, and in the 
lines, in order to prevent them. 

From this penod, our resources in 
respect to vegetables depended entirely 
upon our own attention to cultivation ; 
wnich, happily for the garrison, was 
crowned with tolerable success, espe- 
cially during the winter months, at 
which time the produce was increased 
to be almost equal to the consumption. 
The supplies from the gardens had in- 
deed begun to &il for some time be- 
fore, and we soon had little reason to 
regret their loss. We had, besides, 
the additional satisfaction of reflecting 
that the enemy were now cut off from 
a channel throueh which it was not 
improbable they nad been informed of 



every occurrence which happened in 
the carrison. 

The 26th, a Frenchman, one of the 
crew of the Young Sabine, deserted in 
a boat to the enemy. The night of the 
27th, the Danish dogger, which brought 
us the cargo of lemons, sailed, and the 
next morning we observed her at an- 
chor off Algeziras. By the 29th, the 
enemy had finished the second branch 
of the line of approach, and begun the 
return for the third towards the west- 
em beach. Our fire, as they advanced, 
became more spirited than ever, and 
must have been severely felt by the 
enemy in this exposed duty. The 30th 
was only distinguished by the arrival 
of a polacre from Algiers with soap, 
oil, wme, and candles — a very valuable 
cargo. 

December was introduced with bad 
weather. The 1st, arrived the Angli- 
cana privateer from Smyrna, and, two 
nights after, she continued her voyage 
towards England. Ldeutenant Gage, 
of the Enterprise, went home passenger 
with dispatches. The 2nd was parti- 
cularly stormy, with thunder and 
lightning, which happily did not con- 
tinue long, or tiie works of the garrison 
might have materially suffered. The 
rain poured down with such violence 
from tiie heights, forcing with it vast 
quantities of rubbish, stones, and loose 
earth, that the streets leading from the 
hill were instantiy choked up, and 
considerable damage was done to the 
building^. The enemy, notwithstand- 
ing the storm, completed their third 
branch, and raised the return towards 
the east Though the storm did not 
retard their finishing what they had 
begun in the evening, yet the chande- , 
liers were very much sunk in many 
places, which employed their parties 
five or six of the following evemngs to 
repair. They also made some alter- 
ations in Uie direction of the second 
branch, and repaired the batteries in the 
lines. A brig arrived from Leghorn 
on the 10th, also three settees from 
Minorca. 

From the 10th, the enemy added 
every night so considerably to the 
fourtii branch of the approad, that on 
the Uth at night they joined the ex- 
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tremity of the eastern place d'armea; 
and two nights following, began a fifth 
branch, which on the 19th was ex- 
tended to the east fiank of the Mill 
battery. Their operations had not 
been wholly confined to completing 
this line of communication ; a mortar 
battery for the sea was erected to the 
north of Fort St. Barbara, and large 
and small traverses were raised within 
both forts to protect their men from our 
npper batteries. 

Aboat noon on the 17th, a cannon- 
ade was heard towards the west A 
cloud of smoke was observed near 
Tangier, and we afterwards learned 
that the Moors were firing a salute on 
account of the arrival of their emperor. 
Three hundred and ninety rounds were 
numbered, and it was repeated the next 
day. The reader will probably recol- 
lect that the garrison of Tangier is to 
us an object of some curiosity, as hav- 
ing formerly been in the possession of 
the English. It was ceded by the Por- 
tuguese (who had been masters of it 
for some time) to King Charles II. as 
part of the dowry of the Princess Ca- 
tharine of Portugal, and remained un- 
der the English dominion till 1684, 
when, the nation refusing to pay the 
heavy expense attending its mainte- 
nance agamst the repeated attacks of the 
Moors, the fortifications were blown 
up and the garrison ordered to aban- 
don the town. The Moors, after the 
place was deserted, returned, and 
It has ever since continued in their 
possession. When the English were 
masters of Tangier, the works on the 
land side were considered as almost 
impregnable ; and, for the accommoda- 
tion of shipping, a mole of consider- 
able extent was advanced into the sea. 

The present town is built at the bot- 
tom of a bay, on the side of a hill over- 
looking the sea. The Moors have, in 
some measure, repaired the moles, and 
endeavoured to restore the city to its 
former importance ; but their efforts go 
slowly on towards accomplishing that 
work. Tangier was the residence of a 
British consul, and, in conjunction with 
Tetuan, in times of peace, supplies 
Gibraltar, Cadiz, Lisbon, and other 
ports on tiie coasts of Spain and Portu- 



gal with fowls, beef, mutton, and fruit. 
It was about this time the scene of 
some interesting transactions which 
will shortly be related. 

The enemy, on the 20th, began to 
erect small traverses in the rear of 
their approach. On the 21st, the 
Speedwell cutter. Lieutenant Gibson, 
arrived with government dispatches, 
after a warm engagement with the 
enemy off Ceuta, in which the Spa- 
niards attempted to board the cutter, 
but were repulsed. Lieutenant Gib- 
son was dangerously wounded in the 
action, which was the only casualty on 
board. The 23rd, arrived a privateer 
brig, called the Hannah, Captain Ven- 
ture, last from Lisbon. She brought 
some excellent supplies; and the day 
following, two other vessels from Li- 
verpool got in with variety of provi- 
sions. The cargoes of these ships 
were sold by auction for 300 per cent, 
profit 

It was about this period, some let- 
ters of a curious tenor were discovered 
in the possession of the deserter who 
came in on the 29th of September, in 
the dress of a peasant, and said he was 
a Serjeant. They were directed to 
Colonel Nugent, of the Hibernian 
corps, in the Spanish service ; and the 
purport of them was — " that Europa 
was the most eligible place to attack 
the garrison; acknowledging havinff 
received several sums of money, and 
concluding with expressing his fears 
lest he should be discovered ; therefore 
desired the colonel would concert some 
measures for his escape." The man 
was immediately ordered into close 
confinement, and remained a prisoner 
for some time, till, an opportunity offer- 
ing, he was sent away rrom the garri- 
son. We were afterwards informed 
by other deserters that he was sent in 
as a spy, and liberally rewarded for 
this hazardous service. 

The enemy, having completed their 
approach to the Mill battery, were 
employed in dressing the communica- 
tion and raising fascine traverses in 
the rear for their greater protection. 
The 26th and following niffhts, their 
carpenters braced with head-rails tlie 
chandeliers, which, owing to the late 
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rains, had given way in several places. 
They were so very noisy in this duty 
as to induce a brisk fire from our bat^ 
leries. The 30th, a settee, going from 
Algeziras to the eastward, was becalmed 
off Europa, and was boarded and 
brought in by our boats. Many j)ri- 
vate letters were found on board, which 
mentioned the considerable loss the 
enemy had sustained from our fire. 
There were also a quantity of clothes, 
and some money. The next day a 
settee got in from Minorca. 

Our carpenters, in the be^nnin^ of 
January, were very busy in erectmg 
stages and temporary cranes in Camp 
and Rosia bays, and upon the Line 
wall, above the Navy yard ; which led 
us to imagine that the governor had 
received intelligence by the Speedwell, 
that a convoy might soon be expected. 
The reason for erecting these machines 
so far to the south, and at such a dis- 
tance from the garrison store-houses, 
was the apprehension of being annoyed 
in cQsemtoking the provisions at Rag- 
ged Staff, &c., from the enemy's ad- 
vanced battery, which was now finished, 
and reported to mount eight 13-inch 
mortars. These precautions will ap- 
pear to be very prudent and essential, 
when the reader, on a &rther perusal, 
is informed of the range and effect of 
the enemy's fire. Some alterations 
were also made in the works at the 
New mole. 

The 11th, a Spanish flag of truce, 
with two Moorish galleys, came over 
from the Orange-grove, having on 
board Consul Logic, his lady, and all 
the British subjects who had been resi- 
dent in Barbary. We had long com- 
plained of a neglect in that quarter, 
but were now convinced, to our sorrow, 
that such accusations were premature 
and ungenerous. The mercenary and 
avaricious disposition of the emperor 
had been bribed by the Spanish minis- 
try with a present of 100,000 cobs 
(about 7500/. sterling), and a promise 
of the same sum annually, with the re- 
demption of 100 African prisoners, on 
condition that he should deliver up, for 
a certain period, the ports of Tangier 
and Tetuan, and banish from his do- 
minions the consul and subjects of 



Great Britam. Besides the present of 
money, and the redemption <i 100 pri- 
soners, the emperor had permission to 
import from Spain grain, which was 
so remarkably scarce in Barbary, that 
a fiunine was apprehended. Without 
this circumstance to urge as a palliative 
for entering into a treaty with this 
avowed and natural enemy, the emperor 
would, probably, have foimd it a diffi- 
cult task to persuade his subjects to de- 
sert their old allies. 

As this defection of the Moorish mo- 
narch was of much importance to the 
garrison, and was in itself an object 
not undeserving political remark, I 
shall subjoin a short relation of some 
transactions previous to this event ; with 
an account of the injurious treatment 
wluch Mr. Logic and the British sub- 
jects experienced before they quitted 
that country. 

I had formerly occasion to mention, ^ 
that in the early part of 1779, overtures 
were made by me Spaniards to the 
Moors, to farm the ports of Tangier, 
Tetuan, and Larache. Of this General 
Eliott received immediate information, 
by a confidential message from the em- 
peror of Morocco. It did not appear 
that the emperor, in this instance, was 
actuated by any other impulse than 
friendship. But since, by refusing to 
accede to their offers, he might subject 
his coasts to be insulted, it would of 
consequence be prudent to arm his 
cruisers, in order to enable him to act 
on the defensive : he therefore re- 
quested that the English would supply 
him with naval stores for three new 
vessels which he had latelj^r built, the 
value of which, on calculation, did not 
amount to fifteen hundred pounds. 

Such apparent disinterestedness, and 
so modest a demand, had a proper ef- 
fect with the governor, who, con- 
sidering the emperor's alliance of the 
first consequence to the welfare of 
the garrison, recommended to* go- 
vernment to double the quantity of 
stores, that they might secure his 
friendship. Ministers at home, how- 
ever, did not consider his alliance in 
the same light with the governor and 
consul, as Sir George Rodney arrived 
the January followmg without stores, 



62 



HISTORY OF THE 



[chap. IV 



or as much as an answer: and the 
Spaniards (having then declared war) 
increasing in their proposals, the em- 
peror, after repeated applications to Mr. 
Logie, to know when he might expect 
the supplies he had given him to un- 
derstand were coming from England, 
at length, hj degrees, permitted the 
Spaniards to capture all British vessels 
under the protection of his guns. The 
consul remonstrated against such pro- 
ceedings, hut in vain : the answer ge- 
nerally received was, that the Spaniards 
had the emperor's leave ; and if they 
chose to take Aim from his own house, 
the emperor would not oppose them. 

These indignities Mr. Logic was ne- 
cessitated to overlook. He found the 
Spanish influence daily gaining ground : 
lie had therefore no alternative, but 
tacitly to submit to the evils of his situ- 
ation. He contrived, nevertheless, to ac- 
quaint General Eliott with this change 
in their affidrs. 

Though there appeared little pro- 
spect of doing ftirther service to the gar- 
rison of Gibraltar by remaining in Bar- 
bary, Mr. Logic still continued to re- 
side at Tangier. The natives were 
partial to the English, and personally 
attached to him; and these circum- 
stances he imagined might probably be 
improved to some advantage. 

Thus matters proceeded till the be- 
ginning of October, 1780, when a 
party of the emperor's black troops, 
which were quartered in the neigh- 
bourhood of Tangier, came to Mr. 
Logic's house, and, being introduced, 
informed him they had orders from 
their master to abuse and insult him in 
the grossest manner; which they im- 
mediately put in execution, by spitting 
in his fiice, seizing him by the collar, 
and threatening to stab him with their 
daggers. 

Two days after this transaction, Mr. 
Logic was ordered to attend the em- 
peror near Sallee. The Idth, he began 
his journey, guarded by one of the em- 
peror's chamberlains, and a party of 
norse. They arrived at the camp on 
the 20th ; and the same evening Mr. 
Logic was ordered into the emperor's 

{presence. After various questions re- 
atiye to Gibraltar, to which such an- 



swers were given as were least likely 
to please, the emperor addressed him- 
self to his troops, and a great mob that 
were assembled on the occasion, saying, 
**the English were an avaricious, 
proud, and headstrong people; they al- 
ways attacked the head: but when 
people came to beg, they ought to crawl 
up by the feet. He had however de- 
prived them of every benefit they for- 
merly derived from ms country ;" con- 
cluding with ordering the consul to be 
taken to Sallee. Mr. Logic objected to 
this mandate, informing the emperor 
he was ready to attend his camp ; but 
that his sovereign's service did not per- 
mit his trifling away his time in visit- 
ing towns. 

The emperor, after this interview, 
seemed to relax in his severity to the 
consul; allowing him to return to 
Tangier, and consoling him with the 
promise that the British subjects should 
not be molested by the Spaniards. The 
26th of October, Mr. Logic arrived at 
Tangier, and found the emperor had 
not deceived him. 

Afiairs remained quiet till the 26th 
of November, when an order came to 
fit up all the British boats, at the em- 
peror's expense, as he was determined 
to send the English away satisfied. The 
consul however anticipated his inten- 
tion, by getting them completed him- 
self by the succeeding evening. The 
night of the 28th, the Spaniards, in- 
formed of the emperor's resolution, sent 
a party on shore to bum the boats. 
They were discovered by the guards, 
and confined ; but in consideration of a 
sum of money, they were the next day 
liberated. Two days following, the 
consuls attended to hear the emperor's 
orders, which were brought by two of 
his secretaries: they expressed, that 
the emperor had sold the port of Tan- 
gier to the king of Spain ; in conse- 
quence of which, every Christian, ex- 
cept of that nation, was to quit the 
town and bay ; awarding slavery as 
the punishment of those who remained 
afier the 1st of January, 1781. 

Mr. Logic was no sooner acquainted 
with this order, than he departed fer 
the emperor's camp, then near Tetuan, 
in order to represent the impossibility 
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of removiBg their property on so short 
a notice. He amyed on the 2nd of 
December, but oonld not procure an 
audience. The 4th, he had intelli- 
gence from Tangier, that a second 
order had compelled the British sub- 
jects instantly to remove to Marteen. 
Mr. Logic i^ade several attempts to 
have this cruel order reversed, but in 
vain. He at length procured a friend 
to mention this delicate point to the 
emperor, who apparently relented, say- 
ing, the English should have permis- 
sion to remain twenty days to collect 
their effects ; and so far flattered them, 
as to make them believe they were not 
to be removed till the British fleet ar- 
rived, if it might be expected soon. 
Mr. Lo^e was however afterwards con- 
vinced, that the emperor at this time 
was informed his orders had been exe- 
cuted, as the British subjects, amount- 
ing to 109, arrived at Marteen, a few 
miles from Tetuan, the subsequent 
evening ; having been forced to aban- 
don their vessels, houses, and all their 
property; and compelled to submit to 
tiie greatest imposition, for the use of 
camels and mules, to remove their bed- 
ding and wearing-apparel. The value 
of tiie effects left behind, Mr. Logic 
computed to amount to upwards of 
sixty thousand pounds. . 

llie heavy expense attending their 
removal from Tangier, with their stay at 
Marteen, to their arrival at Gibraltar, 
Mr. Logic was obliged to disburse ; the 
«mpero?s order on the 26th of No- 
vember having so much imposed upon 
them, that they had Isdd out what 
money they were possessed of, in pur- 
chasing such articles as they judged 
would be useful at Gibraltar, imagin- 
ing they were to be conducted imme- 
diately to that garrison. 

The emperor removed on the 17th of 
December to Tanker; whence he 
usually sent, once or twice every week, 
some insulting message to the consul, 
charging the English with having 
cheated his ambassador, and being in- 
debted to him several thousand cobs 
fbr maintaining the garrison of Gib- 
raltar; with otiiers equally Mse and 
abusive. 

Mr. Log^e, on the 26th of December 



was informed that the emperor had 
^ven up all the British subjects as pri- 
soners to the Spaniards, and that the 
succeeding day they were to be re- 
moved to Algeziras. Being assured of 
the truth of this intelligence by one of 
the emperor's servants, he burnt all his 
public papers, to prevent their falling 
mto the enemy's hands. The 28th, the 
consul embarked with Mrs. Logic (who 
had attended him through all these 
troubles), and about twenty more, on 
board a schooner, without being allowed 
time to take in any refreshment for 
their voyage. Others, under similar 
circumstances, were put on board other 
vessels. They were guarded by two 
Spanish cruisers, and ror the first niffht 
put into Ceuta bay : the next morning 
they proceeded across the Straits, ana 
about noon anchored off the Orange- 
grove, but soon after were ordered by 
Admiral Barcelo to moor at the en- 
trance of the river Palmones. Here 
the consul was detained till the 11th of 
January following, by which time an 
answer arrived from Madrid concern- 
ing their future destination. 

During this period, no offer was 
made to supply them witii provisions 
or necessaries, though the Moors'were 
permitted to purchase whatever they 
wanted. Mr. Logic therefore applied 
to the French Charg^ d' Affaires at 
Algeziras, who very generously dis- 
patched such articles as he judged 
would be most acceptable. The 11th, 
they were conducted to Gibraltar. 

The removal, or rather expulsion, of 
the British subjects from Barbary, was 
attended with other unfortunate conse- 
<^uences besides depriving us of provi- 
sions: our connexion with Portugal 
became afterwards more precarious; 
and the ^vemor was cut off from a 
source of information, by which he was 
acquainted with the enemy's operations 
botii in camp and at Cadiz. Mr. Logic 
had always contrived to procure pretty 
certain intelligence of the enemy's mo- 
tions, by those Moors who were in his 
interest; for, the Spaniards allowing 
them to bring various articles to the 
armv beiS^re Gibraltar, and the fleet at 
Cadiz, and Mr. Logic lending them 
money to carry on this advantageous 
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trade, they faithfully communicated to 
him whatever came to their know- 
ledge. The last information Mr. Logie 
himiself was the bearer of to the go- 
yemor, which was, that the enemy had 
a great number of fire-ships in the 
riyers, ready for immediate use. 

The 16th of January, a brig came 
in from Madeira, in four days, with 70 
butts of wine. The master had left 
London with a cargo to exchange at 
Madeira; but a violent ^le of wind 
had driven him to sea with his cargo 
incomplete, and half his crew ashore. 
The same day, the Moorish vessels 
which brought over Consul Logie re- 
turned to Algeziras. Two days follow- 
. ing, the Tamr privateer an^yed with 
various articles from England: she 
brought his majesty^s manifesto for com- 
mencing hostilities against the Dutch. 

On the 19th, some experiments were 
made at Algeziras, from two new 
Spanish boats, with mortars on board. 
We had some time before learned that 
they were preparing such vessels, and 
that they intended soon to try them 
against tifie garrison. Their construc- 
tion was upon a plan similar to that of 
the gun-boats : the mortars were fixed 
in a solid bed of timber, in the centre 
of the boat ; and the only apparent dis- 
tinction was, that they had long prows, 
and braced their yards more athwart 
the boat when they fired. 

The 21st, the seijeant commanding 
one of our out-guards deserted to the 
enemy: he went towards the Devil's 
Tower, and once stopped, as if unde- 
termined to proceed or not. He be- 
longed to the 56th re^ment, and left a 
wife and family behind : he had always 
been esteemed of good character, and 
was much confided in by his officers. 
Some pecuniary matters were supposed 
to be the reason of his deserting. This 
was the fourth man which we had lost 
in this way within the course of a 
month. The 28th, a ship arrived from 
Leghorn with various articles. In her 
passage she picked up at sea the long- 
boat of the Brilliant frigate, Captain 
Curtis, which we had been anxiously 
expecting for some time with dis- 
patches frt>m England. On the 25th 
and 27th, three of Hardenberg's bri- 



gade had deserted ; and this day a rope 
was found near ^e signal-house, by 
which we imagined the last two of 
them had escaped. The 29th and 
30th, two or three settees arrived, from 
aloft, with the produce of Minorca. 
By them we were informed that Hie 
Brilliant was g5t safe into Mahon, hav- 
ing been chased through the straits 
by the enemy's cruisers in the night 

The enemy's working parties had 
for several weeks been less numerous : 
their occupation was principally con- 
fined to repairing the damages done 
by the weather; securing themselves 
against the e£fects of our firing, by 
splinter-proo& and traverses ; and col- 
lecting depots of difierent materials, in 
various parts of their lines. Their ad- 
vanced patroles frequently approached 
very near our out-posts, but seldom 
waited a second discharge from the 
sentries. On our side, Sie engineers 
were indefatigable in putting every- 
thing in the best state of defence. The 
enemy, it must be confessed, dealt 
openly in warning us, so long before- 
hand, of their intentions ; and the go- 
vernor was exceedingly active and 
diligent in preparing against whatever 
circumstances might occur. 

The 1st of February we found, be- 
hind the rock, the bodies of two de- 
serters, who, in attempting to escape 
from the garrison, had been dashed to 
pieces. One of them was a man o^ the 
56th, who was missing the day preced- 
ing; the other a serjeant of the 73rd, 
who had deserted some months before. 

The 3rd, we observed the enemy's 
artillery examining the ordnance in 
their lines. The momins of the 8th, 
a deserter from a Catalonian regiment 
came in, and reported that the ene- 
my posted every night a chain of sen- 
tries along the ^rts of the governor's 
meadow, which were constantly vi- 
sited by patroles of cavalry, to keep 
them alert ; and that a captain's guard, 
besides artillery, mounted in the St. 
Carlos's battery, as they called the ad- 
vanced work. He said the camp was 
well supplied with provisions, &c, but 
that the men were sickly, and numbers 
of them deserted. 

It was about this period that the 
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officers in Gibraltar presented a memo- 
rial, through the commanding officers 
of the different regiments, to the gover- 
nor, requesting his Excellency, as he 
must be convinced of the truth of the 
contents, to support it with his approba- 
tion and interest. 

The memorial stated, ** That the 
officers of his Majesty's several regi- 
ments of foot, serving under his Excel- 
lency's command, had been necessarily 
exposed to a great variety of inconve- 
niences since 8ie commencement of the 
blockade, independent of the additional 
duties which they had been required to 
discharge : that in particular their pay, 
which constituted their chief, if not 
their sole support, had, at different 
times, suffered a great diminution by 
the exorbitant rate of exchange;" 
which they stated to have fluctuated, 
during a certain period, between 40 
and 42 pence per dollar, Gibraltar cur- 
rency : " that every article of clothing, 
and still more, those essential to life 
and health, were so advanced in price, 
that, with the strictest economy, their 
pay was totally inadequate to the ex- 
penses absolutely indispensable in their 
present situation: a situation which, 
they apprehended,precluded them, in a 
great measure, from participating with 
the officers at home in the extensive 
promotions which had of late taken 
place in the army. They therefore 
appealed to the paternal feelings, the 
justice, and the humanity of his Excel- 
lency; trusting that through his recom- 
mendation and intercession, such assist- 
ance and protection might be granted 
them, as their situation and services 
deserved : " concluding with a request, 
" that his Excellency would be pleased 
to lay their prayer, with all humility 
on their part, at his Majesty's feet" 
This memorial was seconded by an- 
other of a similar import; but no offi- 
cial answer was received to either. 

It must be confessed, that under 
'these circumstances, the utuation of 
the officers was by no means flattering. 
Whatever obstacles might be in the way 
of their oromotion, they could not help 
icelin^ tne peculiar hardship of their 
situation : nor was the inactive and te- 
dious service of a blockaded garrison 



at all calculated to divert their minds, 
or to soothe them into an acquiescence 
with their fortune. They reflected, 
with no very agreeable sensations, upon 
the prelferment which had been libe- 
rally bestowed upon young officers in 
England; while many subalterns in 
Gibraltar had ten or twelve years, or 
upwards, of strict duty and services to 
plead. Nay, the situation of some of 
them was peculiarly discouraging : for 
their fiiends had repeatedly ofi'ered to 
raise companies to secure their rank; 
but of such consequence was the safety 
of Gibraltar esteemed by the ministry, 
that orders were sent to forbid any 
officers leaving the garrison, unless re- 
placed by others from England. It is 
but justice to them, however, to observe, 
that they in general submitted to the 
evils of their situation without murmur 
or repining ; and that, preferring their 
country's good to every partial consi- 
deration, they never publicly testified 
their discontent, except in the two re- 
spectful memorials which they pre- 
sented to their governor. 

A privateer, on the 9th of February, 
anived from Mahon : she ran through 
ten cinusers, besides six gun-boats, and 
was chased by a xebeque, but escaped 
them all. The 1 7th, she continued her 
course for England. Mr. Logic, who 
carried home dispatches was a pas- 
senger, with several others. The 19th 
and 20th, arrived two polacre ships 
from the eastward. 

Our supplies from the eastward were 
now pretty regular, and the boats and 
vessels in general very successful in 
their voyages. When the reader con- 
siders Uie variety of difficulties and 
dangers attending this intercourse, he 
cannot but admire the perseverance of 
these foreigners. Fheir vessels were 
generally of light burthen, and open, 
excepting a small scuttle abaft, wMch, 
with the other parts of the vessel, was 
usually filled with part of their cargo. 
Their passage was seldom performed 
in less than five days ; and sometimes 
it exceeded ten, and fourteen. Their 
course was all the way along the ene- 
mVs coast: and even when arrived 
within sight of the port, the danger 
was greater than before, £rom the nump 
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ber and yigilance of the enemy's crui- 
sers : the horrors of a Spanish gaol 
stared them in the face, with the chance 
of losing probably their all. One cir- 
cumstance indeed was in their favour ; 
their vessels, in the rigging, resembled 
those of the enemy. To the chance of 
deceiving them they were nevertheless 
unwilling entirely to trust : it was their 
custom therefore to make the rock, if 
possible, about sunset; then strike sail, 
and lie-to, and at night push for the 
bay. By manoeuvring in this manner 
they frequently arrived safe; and in 
that case, it must be confessed, they 
were amply recompensed. 

The 26th, the regiments in garrison 
began to be reviewed : after the review, 
each regiment marched to its alarm- 
post, and discharged several rounds of 
parapet firing. The 28th, a brig under 
Genoese colours came over from Alge- 
ziras : the crew reported, they had m- 
jured their mast, and put into Alge- 
ziras for another, but that the Spar 
niards had ill-treated them ; they there- 
fore came over to remedy their loss. 
To this story the governor did not give 
implicit credit: a guard of a subaltern 
and twelve men was sent on board; 
and after being for some time detained, 
her cargo, which was fruit, was sold, 
and the vessel was sent away. 

The want of bread in the beginning 
of March began again to be severely 
felt : many families had not tasted any 
for several days. The poor soldiers, 
and still more the inhabitants, whose 
finances would not allow them to pur- 
chase articles from the Minorquin ves- 
sels (the cargoes of which, by the way, 
were chiefly luxuries), were in intoler- 
able distress. Biscuit-crumbs sold for 
lOd. and Is. per lb. The allowance of 
the troops was also curtailed, and many 
Portuguese fishermen left the garrison 
for want of this article. Towards the 
conclusion of the month, the invalids 
of the garrison embarked on board the 
Enterprise frigate, and St. Fermin 
armed ship. The 27th the former, with 
the Fortune sloop, sailed for Minorca ; 
and the St. Fermin was to have accom- 
panied them, but in getting out of the 
New mole some accident befel her, by 
which she was detained. In the course 



of the month several small craft arrived 
from Minorca : and we lost two men hf 
desertion. 

The beginuing of April the Spanish 
admiral called in all his cruisers, and 
some movements took place in their 
disposition,' which seemed to indicate 
the expectation of a superior force. 
The 2nd we observed their artillery 
arranging the mortars in the Mill bat^ 
tery, which confirmed us in the con- 
jecture. The succeeding day a British 
cutter, called the Resolution, arrived 
with rum, coals, and sugar, in twenty- 
nine days, from PlymouSi. The master 
informed us that he left a fleet, which 
was coming to our relief, at anchor in 
Torbay. Our joy at this news was 
greater, if possible, than when we were 
told of our former relief. The exigen- 
cies of the garrison since Admiral Rod- 
ney's departure had been as severe, if not 
more so than before. Since the soldier, 
for himself, only received weekly 5J lbs. 
of bread, 13 oz. of salt beef, 18 oz. of 
pork, both of them almost in a state of 
putrescence; 2^ oz. of butter, which 
was little better than rancid congealed 
oil ; 12 oz. of raisins, J a pint of peas, 
1 pint of Spanish beans, I pint of wheat, 
which they ground into flour for pud- 
dings; 4 oz. of rice, and |^ of a pint of 
oil : what then must be the sufferings 
of those who had a family of smsdl 
children to support out of this pittance I 
or what must be the distress of the in- 
habitants, who had no assistance from 
the stores I 

The night of the 3rd the St. Fermin, 
with the Brilliant's tender, which had 
been forced by a gale of wind to put 
into Gibraltar, sailed for Mahon ; two 
xebeques immediately gave chase, and, 
we afterwards learned, captured the 
former. 

It being observed that the enemy had 
stationed at Cabrita Point (though at 
some distance from the land) a sloop 
and two light brigs, supposed to be fire- 
ships, the captains of the privateers in 
the bay proposed cutting out the sloop, 
and burning the other vessels. The 
plan was mentioned to the governor by 
an officer of the garrison, who had per- 
mission to take with him a party of 
volunteers from the different corps, and 
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join in the expedition. About eleven 
o'clock on the night of the 4th they 
proceeded in four boats. When they 
set out the night was yery favourable 
for the enterprise; but befote they 
reached the vesselis the moon suddenly 
shone forth, and they reluctantly re- 
turned. Whether the Spaniards dis- 
covered the boats or not, is a matter of 
doubt ; it is probable they did, as the 
next morning four gun-boats joined 
them from Algeziras, and the sloop re- 
moved farther to the southward. 

The eneiny, on the 5th, scaled several 
of their ordnance in the batteries round 
the bay ; two frigates were also placed 
in front of eight vessels, supposed to be 
fire-ships : these motions cdnvinced us 
that the enemy were aware of the fleet 
which was expected. The evening of 
the 7th the Eagle privateer, of fourteen 
guns, arrived in fourteen days from 
Glasgow : a xebeque, a sloop of four- 
teen guns, a galliot, and eleven gun- 
boats, engaged her in the bay ; but by 



warm fighting and good seamanship 
she esca^d. The captain informed us 
that the fleet had sailed, and he was 
much surprised in not finding them 
arrived. The following day the Spanish 
general visited the lines and advanced 
works. The 9th only two xebeques and 
the gun-boats were at Algeziras, the 
rest of their cruisers having left the 
station. The 11th a felucca came round 
Cabrita with oars and with a press of sail : 
immediately upon entering th» bay she 
made a signal, which was answered at 
Algeziras by an English ensign at the 
mam-top-gallant mast-head. Soon after 
a boat went over to Ceuta, and the 
xebeque which was stationed at the 
point was called in with the gun-boats. 
In the evening many signals were made 
from the west; and about midnight 
arrived the Kite cutter. Captain Trol- 
lop, with the joyful news that the con- 
voy was at the'entrance of the Straits, 
under charge of Admiral Darby, with 
the British grand fleet 
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CHAPTER V. 



Admiral Darby relieves Oibraltar — Spaniards bombard the town — Soldiers guilty of irre- 
galaiities — Town frequently on fire, and greatly injured — Gun and mortar boats very 
troublesome to the Nnvy — Admiral Darby returns to England — Captain Curtis arrives 
with a convoy of victuallers — ^Town in ruins — Qun-boats renew their attacks on the Oar* 
rison : fatal effects — Inhabitants much alarmed by their attacks — One of the Enemy's 
magazines blown up — General Eliott adopts a mode of annoying the enemy's camp, and 
constructs Frames to oppose the gun-boats-<£ombardment abates — ^The Helena sloop-of- 
war arrives, after a warm notion with the enemy— Singular system of firing, from the 
enemy — Melancholy fhte of a matross — Enemy make additions to their works — Firing 
increases on both sides— Death of Major Burk&^Crallant behaviour of a working party— 
A conspiracy discovered in the Navy — Enemy, by their operations, demonstrate their in* 
tention of besieging the Garrison in form — Ineffectual attempt to destroy their batteries- 
Several cutters taken-<-Enemy finish their batteries — General Eliott projects a sally, which 
proves successful. 



At daybreak, on the 12th of April, 
the much-expected fleet, under the 
command of Admiral Darby, was in 
sight from our signal-house, but was 
not discernible from below, being ob- 
scured by a thick mist in the Gut. As 
the sun, however, became more power- 
ful, the fog gradually rose, like the 
curtain of a vast theatre, discovering to 
the anxious garrison one of the most 
beautiful and pleasing scenes it is pos- 
sible to conceive. The convoy, con- 
sisting of near a hundred vessels, were 
in a compact body, led by several men- 
of-war: their sails just enough filled 
for steerage, whilst die majority of the 
*line-of-battle sMps lay-to under the 
Barbara shore, having orders not to 
enter the bay lest the enemy should 
molest them with their fire-ships. The 
ecstasies of the inhabitants at this grand 
and exhilarating sight are not to be de- 
scribed. Their expressions of joy far 
exceeded their former exultations. But, 
a^asl they little dreamed of the tre- 
mendous blow that impended, which 
was to annihilate their property, and 
reduce many of them to indigence and 
beggary. 

As the convoy approached the bay, 
15 gun-boats advanced from Algeziras, 
and forming in regular order under 
he batteries at Cabrita Point, began a 



smart cannonade on the nearest ships, 
seconded by the gun and mortar bat- 
teries on the land. A line-of-battle 
ship and two frigates, however, soon 
obliged them to a precipitate retreat ; 
and, continuing to pursue them, the 
crews of several deserted their boats, 
and took refuge amongst the rocks. 
Had our ships advanced at this critical 
juncture ana manned their boats, the 
whole might probably have been de- 
stroyed, and the garrison by that means 
been rid of those disagreeable visitors 
which afterwards so harassed and an- 
noyed us ; but the frigates, having dis- 
persed them, thought no more of the 
own-boats, as some naval officers con- 
temptuously called them, and left them 
to be repossessed by the fugitives. 

The enemy, on the land side, were 
far from being idle spectators of this 
relief. On the first intimation of Ad- 
miral Darby's approach, preparations, 
it is imagined, were made in the lines, 
and a reinforcement of artillery ordered 
down from the camp ; as at daybreak, 
before the fleet was.well in sight, we 
remarked that their cannon were ele- 
vated, and the spunges and rammers 
reared against the merlons. These, 
with other appearances, indicated an 
intention of opening on ^e garrison. 

Our private letters had, for some 
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time before, mentioned that the Spa- 
niards proposed to bombard Gibraltar, 
if the garrison was a second time 
relieved ; but the truth of this intelli- 
gence was doubted, it being conceived 
mat no beneficial consequences could 
arise to them from such a cruel pro- 
ceeding. We, however, overlooked the 
predominant characteristic of the na- 
tion, which, particularly in this in- 
stance, seems to have influenced them 
more than any other motive, and even to 
have carried them beyond that line of 
prudence and caution, which in military 
af&irs ought to be strictly attended to. 

About three-quarters past ten o'cloc]|» 
the van of the convoy came to an 
anchor off the New mole and Rosia 
bay; and, as if this were the signal for 
the enemy to open, a smart fire imme- 
diately commenced from Fort St. 
Philip, followed by all the batteries 
which bore upon tiie garrison. The 
number of ordnance bearing on the 
place was as follows : — The King's, or 
Black battery (mounting 14 guns), 12 
bearing on the garrison ; Fort St. 
Philip (27 guns), 11 bearing on the 
^rrison ; Infanta's battery, of 7 guns ; 
Prince's and Princess's batteries, of 14 
guns each ; Fort St. Barbara (23 guns), 
6 bearing on the garrison ; these, witii 
about 50 mortars, distributed along 
their lines, and in St. Carlos's battery, 
amount to 114 pieces of artillery; all 
of heavy metal, being twenty -six 
pounders, and thirteen-inch mortars. 

The enemy's cannonade was instantiy 
returned from the garrison; but our 
artillery had orders to disregard their 
lines, and notice only the St Carlos's 
battery, which consequently soon 
slackened its fire. The miserable and 
terrified inhabitants, who just before 
were congratulating each other on the 
arrival of the fleet, now changed their 
exultation to sorrow, and flocked, old 
and young, men, women, and children, 
in the greatest confusion, to the south- 
ward, leaving their property, unse- 
cured,- to the mer<^ of the soldiers. 
The shells from the St. Carlos's battery 
were directed towards the New mole ; 
the convoy, however, had been warned 
not to anchor within the range of their 
fire ; the shipping, therefore,, were not 



in the least molestbd. A settee was 
sunk near the watering-tank, and num- 
bers of shells fell on the Red sands, and 
in the neighbourhood of Southport, 
which added no littie to the alarm of 
the fugitives from town. The enemy's 
other batteries were chiefly directed to 
Willis's, the lines, and particularly the 
ground upon which the troops were 
intended to have been encamped. Be- 
tween one and two o'clock their firing 
abated, and in a short time ceased. 
Of this favourable cessation the inha- 
bitants avsuled themselves, to secure 
such valuable property as could be ex- 
peditiously removed; but the heavier 
articles, which the avaricious and hard- 
hearted hucksters had kept concealed 
in their stores, to brin^ forth in small 
quantities when the prices suited, were 
all destroyed in the course of the bom- 
bardment. 

About five o'clock, the batteries of 
the enemy again opened, and the firing 
continued, without intermission, the 
remainder of the day and the succeed- 
ing night. It did not, however, in- 
terrupt the disembarkation of the sup- 
plies. Five hundred men, with a pro- 
portion of officers, were ordered for 
that duty ; they were afterwards con- 
siderably augmented, and such was the 
labour and diligence of the garrison, 
that the stores were landed, with the 
assistance of the navy, in nine or ten 
days. Our casualties, on the 1 2th, were 
but few; Lieutenant Boag, of the artil- 
lery, was wounded, also several non- 
commissioned officers and privates. 

The boibbardment was continued the 
13th, and several soldiers were killed 
and wounded in their quarters. In the 
course of the day, 160 men were or- 
dered to remove ammunition to the 
magazines on Ihe hill, and an additional 
number to join the party employed in 
landing the supplies. The 14th, the 
gun and mortar boats fired upon the 
shipping but were soon oblised to 
retire. Several barges attended, having 
officers in them, who seemed to give 
directions how to point their cannon 
Our batteries ceased firing this day, 
but the enemy's ordnance were kept 
going with great vivacity. They ap- 
peared to have got the exact range of 
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the heights; even the Royal battery 
did not escape their shells. Ensign 
Martin of the d9th regiment was 
slightly wounded with splinters of 
stones. No arrangement for placing 
the troops under shelter was yet known ; 
and the former distribution, ^ven out 
in November, was totally overthrown 
by the extensive range of the enemy's 
fire. Officers, however, whose quarters 
were damaged, received marquees from 
the public stores, to encamp at the 
southward ; and the distressed inhabit- 
ants were accommodated with tents. 

It being remarked that the enemy's 
fire considerably abated about noon, 
the governor ordered the town-guards 
to assemble at twelve o*clock; by 
which regulation less danger was ap- 

Srehended in relieving the men on 
uty. The night pickets were like- 
wise ordered to occupy the casemates 
under the Grand battery, that they 
might be at hand to reinforce the 
northern guards, in case of alarm. 
The total strength of the pickets, at 
this period, was 2 captains, 9 subal- 
terns, 9 Serjeants, 9 drummers, and 
391 rank and file. The cause of the 
cessation in the enemy's fire at noon, 
arose from a custom, pretty general in 
Spain, and common, I believe, in most 
warm climates, that of indulging them- 
selves with a meridian nap. This 
luxury the Spaniards could not refuse 
themselves, even in war; and it was 
invariably attended to during their 
future operations against Gibraltar.* 

Vice-Admiral Darbjr with the ships 
of war continued cruising in sight of 
the rock: the service however re- 
quiring dispatch in landins the sup- 
plies, he detached Rear-Admiral Sir 
John Lockart Ross to superintend that 
duty in the bay; and the garrison 
fiitigue party was augmented to up- 
wards of a thousand men, besides 

* This will not appear so extraordinary 
irhen the reader is informed that, during the 
insnrrection of Madrid, in 1766, the insur- 
ffents, as mentioned by Migor Dalrymple, in 
his ** Travels through Spain/' regularly in- 
dulged themselves with their iiesta, and then 
returned to their different places of rendez- 
vous. Their antagonists did tne same ; so that 
there seemed to be a sleepy convention, for a 
IIbw hours, every day, between the govem- 
aeat and the mob. 



officers. The evening of the 14th the 
enemy's shells were very profusely dis- 
tributed: some that did not burst we 
examined, and on drawing the fuse, 
found inflammable matter mixed with 
the powder : these combustibles set fire 
to a wine-house in the green-market, 
near the Spanish church, and before the 
fire could be extinguished, four or five 
houses were burnt to the ground. De- 
tachments from the regiments and 
guards in town were immediately or^ 
dered to quench the flames; but the 
enemy's cannonade became so brisk, 
that great coniusion ensued. From 
this moment we may date the com- 
mencement of the irregularities into 
which, through resentment and intoxi- 
cation, the soldiers were betrayed. 
Some died of immediate intoxication, 
and several were with difficulty re- 
covered, by oils and tobacco water, 
from a dangerous state of ebriety. 

Though riot and violence are most 
contrary to that spirit of regular dis- 
cipline which should always prevail in 
military afiairs, something may yet be 
urged in extenuation of the conduct of 
the troops, which has been so much. 
the subject of reprehension amongst 
the people interested. The extreme 
distress to which the soldiers had been 
reduced by the mercenary conduct of 
the hucksters and liquor-dealers, in 
hoarding, or rather concealing their 
stocks, to enhance the price of what 
was exposed for sale, raised amongst 
the troops (when they discovered fiie 
great (quantities of various articles in 
the private stores) a spirit of revenge. 
The first and second days they con- 
ducted themselves with great pro- 
priety ; but on the eve of the third 
day, their discipline was overpowered 
by their inebriation, and from that in- 
stant, regardless of punishment, or the 
entreaties of their officers, they were 
guilty of many and great excesses. 
The enemy's shells soon forced open 
the secret recesses of the merchants, 
and the soldiers instantly availed them- 
selves of the opj^ortunity to seize upon 
the liquors, wmch they conveyea to 
haunts of their own. Here, in parties, 
they barricaded their quarters against 
all opposers, and, insensible of their 
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danger, regaled themselves with the 
spous. Several skirmishes occurred 
amongst them, which, if not seasonably 
put a stop to by the interference of 
officers, might have ended in serious 
consequences. 

It did not appear through all their 
intemperance diat these irregularities 
arose from any cause so much as a 
spirit of revenge against the merchants. 
A great quantity of liquor, &c., was 
wantonly destroyed ; and, in some 
cases, incredible profusion prevailed. 
Among other instances of caprice and 
extravagance, I recollect seeing a party 
of soldiers roast a pig by afire made of 
cinnamon. The offenders were at first 
confined and reprimanded, which the 
governor judged would have a greater 
effect than punishment; but on their 
relapsing a second time into the like 
disorders, he was convinced his lenity 
was disregarded, and he was therefore 
compelled to use more rigorous mea- 
sures. 

I have thought proper to digress a 
little upon this subject, not in justifica- 
tion of the soldiers, but to acquaint the 
world with the truth, as some who 
have related the occurrences of this 
period to their friends, have omitted 
doing the garrison the justice to aimex 
the account of their former hardships. 
Besides, had the troops been in tiie 
highest de^ee abstemious, the enemy's 
fire would soon have destroyed what 
was only the sooner consumed by their 
extravagance ; for the inhabitants were 
too much alarmed for the safety of their 
own persons, to attend to the security 
of their effects. 

I forgot to mention in its place that, 

Erevious to the bombardment, orders 
ad been given for removing the sick 
in town, when the firing commenced : 
on the 13th, therefore, the men were 
conveyed to the naval hospital at the 
southward. 

The 15th the bombardment was con- 
tinued with greater vivacity. Not con- 
tent with discharging their ordnance 
regularly, they saluted us almost every 
instant with a volley of eight or ten 
cannon, besides mortars. Our batteries 
remained silent, an<f the guns at Willis's 
were diawn behind the merlons, to 



secure them against the enemy's shot 
It was observed they directed a great 
number of shells towards the Working 
parade, and about the Victualling-office. 
In the morning the gun-boats again 
attacked the ships of war and trans- 
ports, and the navy returned a smart 
fire. About noon, Lieut. Budworth of 
the 72nd regiment, and Surgeon Ches- 
holme of the 56th, were wounded by 
a splinter of a shell at the door of a 
northern casemate in the King's bastion. 
The former was dangerously scalped, 
and the latter had one foot taken off, and 
the other leg broken, besides a wound in 
the knee. The troops in town, in the 
afternoon began to encamp at the south- 
ward, and to be regularly distributed 
amongst the casemates in town. The 
following was the arrangement To 
the Hanoverians were allotted the 
bomb-proofs under the grand battery, 
occupied by the pickets, which in con- 
sequence removed to Landport gate- 
way and Prince of Hesse's casemate. 
The 12th, 39th, and 56th regiments 
were ordered to possess Montague's 
casemate with the Galley-house and 
Waterport gateway : those who could 
not be accommodated in these quarters, 
encamped above the South barracks 
and Navy hospital, on the declivity of 
the hill: the 72nd reg^ent totally 
withdrew into the King^s bastion, and 
the 58th and 73rd regiments remained 
in the South barracks: the artillery 
and eu^eers were disposed of on the 
same plan. Several days elapsed before 
the troops were properly settled. The 
ground on which they encamped was 
very steep and rugged : it was neces- 
sary therefore to level it into terraces, 
for the men to pitch their tents. The 
regimental stores were also to be re- 
moved, and other duties of a similar 
nature executed, before the troops could 
be considered as properly established. 

The gun-boats attacked the shipping 
on the 16th, and endeavoured to molest 
the parties employed in landing the 
provisions; but a line-of-battle ship 
and two frigates soon obliged them to 
retire. In the course of the day the 
women and children who had taken 
refuge with their husbands and friends 
in the casemates iu town, were ordered 
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to remoTe and encamp at the eonth* 
ward. Though this order, from mo- 
tives of humanity, was not strictly en- 
forced, yet it greatly relieved the men, 
and in a measure removed our appre- 
hensions of some infectious disorder 
being generated from their crowded 
and confined situation in the bomb- 
proof casemates. The officers were 
under the necessity of participating 
with the men in these unpleasant ac- 
commodations : their presence, how- 
ever, produced this beneficial conse- 
quence, that they often prevented the 
men firom indulging in those excesses, 
into which otherwise they undoubtedly 
would have entered. The same day 
the Queen's lines, Main, New mole, 
and Rosia guards, were ordered to be 
captain's guards. 

The enemy on the 17th first reached 
the rock gun with shot from the seven- 
gun battery. Colonels Ross, Green, 
and Picton were appointed the same 
day to rank as brigadiers; and Captain 
Wilson of the 72nd regiment, Lieute- 
nant HoUoway of the en^neers, and 
Captain Picton of the 1 2th regiment, 
were appointed their brigade-majors. 
Two field-officers, with a captain from 
each regiment, and one subaltern for 
every fifty men, were ordered also to 
superintend the disembarkation of pro- 
visions. In the afternoon the shells of 
the besiegers set fire to the stores in 
the Spanish church. Parties were in- 
stantiy detached from the main guard, 
72nd regiment, and other corps in town, 
to remove the provisions. The lieu- 
tenant-governor with his aides-de-camp 
was present, encouraging the men to 
perform this duty with expedition. The 
enemy's fire at this time was remark- 
ably spirited ; nevertheless, the greater 
part was saved by the activity of the 
parties. Many casks of flour were 
brought into the King's bastion, and 

Siled as temporary traverses before the 
oors of the southern casemates, in 
which several persons had been killed 
and wounded in bed. These traverses, 
however, did not continue long; for 
the men, when the spoils in the town 
became scarce, considered those barrels 
which the enemy's shot had pierced as 
lawful prizes. The contents were soon 



scooped out and fHed into pancakes, 
a dish which they were very expert iu 
cooking; aud the upper casks, wanting 
support from below, gave way, and the 
whole came to the ground. Though 
the flour by this means was in a great 
measure lost to government, yet the 
number of accidents which these tra- 
verses prevented, greatly overbalanced 
the value of the article. Traverses of 
another nature were afterwards erected 
in their room. 

The gun-boats, on the 18th, fired 
again upon the shipping and men-of- 
war cruising in the bay. The Minerva 
and Monsieur frigates had several men 
dangerously wounded; and the Non- 
such had her mast crippled. The navy, 
after this attack, no longer considered 
these boats iu the same despicable light 
as on their first entrance into the bAy. 
In the course of the day a shell fell 
through tte arch of the Galley-house, 
where part of the 39th and some of the 
1 2th regiments were quartered ; it 
killed two and wounded four privates. 
In consequence of this unexpected 
casualty the troops removed thence, 
and joined their regiments at the south- 
ward. 

Our batteries, especially at Willis's, 
by this time exhibited a very disor- 
derly and ruinous appearance. The 
ordnance had been withdrawn when the 
artillery ceased to fire : but the merlons 
were now considerably damaged, and 
some of the cannon dismounted and 
injured. The lines were also nearly 
choked up with loose stones and rub- 
bish, brought down by the shot from 
the rock above; the traverses along 
the line wall were greatiy injured; 
and the town, particularly at the north- 
ward, approached every day toward 
complete demolition. The engineers, 
however, were ordered to prepare ma- 
terials for repairinff the Queen's bat- 
tery at Willis's ; and parties of work- 
men were employed in carrying up 
fr^m below sand-bags and other reqm- 
sites for that purpose. New traverses 
were likewise begun along the differ- 
ent communications, higher, stronger, 
and at shorter distances than the old 
ones. 

The gun-boats renewed their attack. 



1781.J 



SIEGE OF GIBRALTAR. 



73 



the ISth, on thQ shipping, but were 
soon obliged to retreat. In the course 
of the day the terrace storehouse was 
set on fire. The camp-equipage of the 
garrison being in an adjacent house, 
parties from the regiments in town 
were ordered to remove them with the 
greatest expedition. The men gene- 
rally received some gratuity from the 
governor for these hazardous duties. 
The following day, the supplies being 
landed, the fleet in the evening pre- 
pared to return to the westward. Be- 
fore they weighed, their good friends 
the gun-boats gave them a parting 
salute, and did some damage. By six 
o'clock the whole were under way. 
Many merchantmen, freighted with 
merchandise and articles much wanted 
in the garrison, returned with their 
cargoes ; the merchants refusing to 
take them on account of the bombard- 
ment. Great numbers of the inhabit- 
ants and officers' fiunilies likewise 
embraced this opportunity of leaving 
the garrison. 

The impatience of the British admi- 
ral to disembark the supplies, that he 
might not lose the opportunity of the 
easterly wind to return from the Medi- 
terranean, had prevented the garrison 
from unloading the colliers that had 
arrived with the fleet : these ships were 
therefore scuttled in the New mole to 
be discharged at leisure. The ordnance 
transports were also ordered within the 
boom for the same purpose. In the 
course of the 20th, the Victualling- 
office was on fire for a short time ; and 
at night the town was on fire in four 
difi'ereut places ; but the public stores 
being safe, no attempts were made to 
extinguish the flames. 

The enemy's cannonade and bom- 
bardment continued still very brisk. 
The 2l8t, forty-two rounds were num- 
bered in two minutes, between six and 
eight o'clock. The garrison flag-staff 
on the Grand battery was so much in- 
jured by their fire, that the upper part 
was obliged to be cut off; and the 
colours, or rather the glorious remains, 
were nailed to the stump. The even- 
ing of the 22ud, the combustible mat- 
ter in their shells setting fire to some 
&scine8 at Waterport; Lieut. Cunning- 



ham, of the 39th regiment, was wounded 
in extinguishing them. The fate of 
this young gentleman may be con- 
sidered as extraordinary. On examin- 
ing the wound, which was in the head, 
it appeared so trifling that the surgeon 
judged his skull unhurt ; and his seem- 
ing recovery confirmed the opinion. 
Something more than a fortnight elapsed 
when he complained of a pain in his 
head : he immediately took to his bed, 
and in a short time expired. After his 
decease a considerable counter-fracture 
was discovered, with a quantity of ex- 
travasated blood encircling the brain. 

The gun and mortar boats, on the 
23rd, fired upon our parties ranging 
the provisions at the southward. 260 
shot and 40 shells were discharged, 
several of which fell about the camp 
and powder-magazines. The wife of a 
soldier of the 58th regiment was killed 
behind the South barracks, and seve- 
ral men wounded. The bombardment 
from the lines was now in some de- 
gree abated, in consequence of their 
batteries being shaken and injured by 
their own constant cannonade. We 
observed during this day a number of 
mules, with carts, bringing materials 
to the line to repair them. Our ar- 
tiUery at night annoyed them with a 
few rounds from the batteries above 
Willis's. 

The 24th, a shell fell at the door 
of a casemate, under the south flank of 
the King's bastion, and wounded four 
men within the bomb-proof. This case- 
mate had been appropriated as a pow- 
der magazine for the bastion, and the 
powder had only been removed to the 
opposite casemate a few days previous 
to this accident. In the afternoon a 
soldier of the 12th regiment deserted 
from Landport guard, in consequence 
of which the town guards were ordered 
to assemble the subsequent day at two 
o'clock p. M. The enemy, however, 
not increasing their fire as was ex- 
pected, the guards afterwards mounted 
at the usual time. 

The garrison orders of the 26th ex- 
pressed, that any soldier, convicted of 
being drunk or asleep upon his post, or 
found marauding, should be xmmedi" 
ately executed. These measures ri« 



74 



HISTORY OP THE 



[chap. v. 



gorous as they may appear, were be- 
come absolutely necessary, and, in 
reality, had been too long deferred. 
The soldiers were now arrived at so 
high a pitch of licentiousness, that no 
respect was paid to their officers, and 
scarcely obeaience to them even when 
on duty. Such behaviour, if not curbed 
in timCj too commonly induces very 
serious consequences. At the same 
time that this order was issued, the 
regiments quartered at the southward 
were commanded, in case of alarm, to 
assemble in two lines on the Red sands, 
the British in front, and the Hano- 
verian brigade in the rear. The troops 
in town had their stations likewise 
allotted them. 

In the afternoon of the 27th, a con- 
voy of 20 victuallers, under charge of 
4 frigates and the Fortune sloop, ar- 
rived in thirteen days from Minorca. 
It now appeared that the governor did 
not entirely depend on receiving suc- 
cours from England, but thought it 
prudent to obtain supplies from other 
quarters, lest any accident should pre- 
vent the British fleet arriving in time 
to his relief. Thus determined to pro- 
vide against fortuitous events, he had 
secretly ordered provisions to be pur- 
chased from the prizes taken in the 
Mediterranean, and carried into Port 
Mahon, and shipped on board vessels 
that were hired for that purpose. Cap- 
tsun Curtis, of the Brilliant frigate, had 
the charge of this valuable convoy; 
and the success attending the enterprise 
demonstrates with what secrecy it had 
been conducted. They were ignorant 
of Admiral Darby having been in the 
Mediterranean, and were agreeably sur- 
prised to find from the enemy no oppo- 
sition to their entrance. 

The provisions thrown in by the 
British admiral were not yet stored; 
nor had they any further protection 
Against the weather than a covering of 
canvas, formed from the sails of the 
colliers that were run ashore in the 
New mole. Under these unavoidable 
circumstances, it was peculiarly unfor- 
tunate that the rains at this period 
ihould be unusually heavy, and of 
mg continuance. The troops also 

ire very material sufferers ftt>m this ^ 



inclemency of the weather. The rain, 
that poured down in' torrents from the 
face of the hill, soon broke down the 
loose banks of earth raised to cover 
their tents, which, being pitched on 
the declivity of the hill, were swept 
away by the force of the stream ; and 
thus the fatigued soldier, who scarcely 
was one night out of three in bed, was 
frequently exposed at midnight to a 
deluge of rain. These misfortunes, 
however, taught them to provide against 
such future accidents; and in a few 
months, after some labour and atten- 
tion, their quarters were more comfort- 
able and secure. 

The remainder of the month was 
remarkable for excessive rains, at- 
tended with most dreadful thunder and 
lightning, which, during the night, in 
addition to the fire from the enemy, 
had an awfiil and tremendous effect. 
The bombardment continued warm and 
well supported ; but the enemy did not 
appear to have any particular object. 
In the early part of the day they in 
general fired pretty smartly: about 
noon their batteries slackened, and 
from twelve till two o'clock almost 
totally ceased: after two they recom- 
menced, and persevered till the suc- 
ceeding meridian. During the night 
they directed their fire principally to 
the heights and lines, as probably tibey 
had information, by tfie last deserter, 
that we employed, every night, parties 
to clear and repair those works. 

The morning of the 30th we dis- 
covered the gun and mortar boats ap- 
proaching the garrison : they took their 
stations off the town to avoid the fire 
from the frigates, and varied very littie 
from their former attacks. Five shot 
landed on Windmill-hill, which was es- 
teemed a remarkably long range. We 
returned a brisk and well-directed fire ; 
and they retired. It was remarked that 
the land batteries were in a measure 
silent during their stay. In the even- 
ing a Hanoverian, with some others, 
was detected marauding in a store : the 
party was given in charge to a sentry, 
but tiie former attempted to escape : the 
sentry called to him to stop, otherwise 
he would fire ; and on his not comply- 
ing with 'the order, the sentry shot him 
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dead on the spot. A general return of 
casualties, &c. for every month, is in- 
serted at the conclusion. 

Early on the 2nd of May, two set- 
tees arrived from Algiers, laden with 
sheep, wine, and brandy. The enemy 
now seemed to have given up the idea 
of blockading us to a surrender. No 
cruisers had been observed out since 
the departure of Admiral Darby. In 
the evening a shell from the garrison 
fell upon the eastern traverse, in the 
St. Carlos's battery, under which was 
their magazine, and, communicating 
with the powder, blew it up. The 
explosion was not loud; but the da- 
mage was so very considerable that 
the ordnance were silent for several 
days. Our artillery annoyed the enemy 
greatly during their confusion, though^ 
they kept up a brisk discharge from* 
the lines, at the rate of 250 rounds an 
hour. The day following, Lieut. Wil- 
lington, of the artillery, was wounded 
at Willis's. The 5th, a soldier of the 
58th regiment was executed on the 
Grand parade, at the door of the store 
where he was detected plundering. 
His body hung till sunset, as an ex- 
aniple to other ofrendei*s. 

The enemy's cannonade and bom- 
bardment continued to be wide ai}d 
scattered, apparently having no par- 
ticular object Shells were yet la- 
vishly expended ; and, what was very 
singular, many of those which fell 
blind, contained, on examination, a 
vast quantity of sand mixed with the 
powder. We could not otherwise ac- 
count for this unusual circumstance, 
than by supj^ing the powder was 
stolen by their people in the labora- 
tories. Other shells still scattered, on 
their explosion, combustible matter, 
which, setting fire to the loose timber 
and wood di^rsed amongst the ruins 
of the town, greatly endangered the 
king's stores and magazines. This in- 
duced the governor, on the 6th, to 
publish a placard, signifying to the 
inhabitants that such materials of this 
nature as were not removed out of the 
leaeh of the enemy's fire, would be 
converted to the king's use. The 
morning of the 7th, the gun and mor- 
tar boats fired upon the town and the 



New mole : they stayed about an hour, 
and then retired. We returned up- 
wards of 400 rounds with great vi- 
vacity, which greatly displeased the 
governor : " There would be no end," 
he said, " of expending ammunition if 
we fired every time they came, and 
while they were at so great a distance : 
in future" he ordered "no notice to 
be taken of the gun-boats, unless they 
approached within the distance of 
grape." The 8th, Captain Fowlis, of 
tiie 73rd, was wounded in the lines. 

The enemy's fire was now more 
regular: we no longer experienced 
the sudden fits that had induced them 
to discharge a whole battery at a 
volley: it amounted about this time, 
upon an average, to 1500 rounds in the 
twenty-four hours. The 9th, Lieut. 
Lowe, of the 12th regiment, a superin- 
tendent of the working-parties, lost 
his leg by a shot, on the slope of the 
hill under the castle. He saw the 
shot before the fatal efiect, but was 
fascinated to the spot. This sudden 
arrest of the Acuities was not uncom- 
mon: several instances occurred to 
mv own observation, where men to- 
tally free have had their senses so 
engaged by a shell in its descent^ that, 
though sensible of their danger, even 
so far as to cry for assistance, they 
have been immediately fixed to the 
place. But what is more remarkable, 
these men have so instantaneously re- 
covered themselves on its fall to the 
ground, as to remove to a place of 
safety before the shell burst. The 
gun and mortar boats repeated their 
visit on the 11th, but fired from so 
respectful a distance that scarcely a 
shot came ashore. Our batteries were 
manned ; nevertheless, not a gun was 
returned. Lieutenant Thornton, of the 
12th regiment, was wounded the same 
day with splinters of stones, thrown up 
by a shot which grazed betwixt his 
legs. 

The buildings in town at this time 
exhibited a most dreadful picture of 
the efiects of so animated a bombard- 
ment Scarcely a house, north of the 
Grand parade, was tenantable ; all of 
them were deserted. Some few, near 
Southport, continued to be inhabited 
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by soldiers' families; bat in general 
the floors aiid roofs were destroyed, 
and the walls only were left standing. 
The governor and lieutenant-governor, 
however, maintained their quarters, 
having parlies constantly employed in 
repairmg the damage. Both had bomb- 
proofs ; and the former afterwards had 
a large tent pitched on a rising situ- 
ation south of the Red sands, where, 
with his suite, he generally remained 
during the day, returning at night to 
town ; but the lieutenant-governor con- 
stantly resided in town, having accom- 
modations in the King's bastion. 

The evening of the 12th, the gun and 
mortar boats fired upon the garrison 
from off the Old mole, seconded by a 
very warm fire from their land bat- 
teries. Several shells fi*om the former 
ranged as high as the Signal -house, 
and some fell over the rock. They dis- 
charged 180 shot and 46 shells, and 
then retired, throwing up the usual 
sigual of a rocket fx-om each boat 
Though our batteries were manned, 
the garrison remained silent. About 
the 13th, and for a few succeeding 
days, the enemy's shells were directed 
for an unusual long ran^e. One fell on 
the forecastle of a collier in the New 
mole, and pierced both decks, but did 
not burst. Two fell amongst the pro- 
visions on the New mole parade, and 
another in the middle yard of the 
South barracks ; a splinter of the latter 
flew to the Navy hospital. The 14th, 
a shell fell into the Small armoury, 
near Southport, but fortunately did 
little injury. The 17th, the Jews* syn- 
agogue ana other buildings were burnt 
down. The following day, a shell from 
our upper batteries blew up the guard- 
room in the place d*arme8 of Fort Bar- 
bara. Our engineers were at this time 
employed every night in clearing the 
works, filling up shell-holes, and re- 
pairing the glacis and traverses at 
Waterport. The enemy's fire at this 
period seldom exceeded a thousand 
rounds in the course of 24 hours : their 
batteries were much shaken with the 
firing, and parties were constantly 
bringing supplies of ammunition to the 
lines, and difierent materials for the 
repair of their works. 



An attempt was made by the navy 
on the 19th, to cut off a polacre be- 
calmed near Europa Point; but, a 
breeze springing up, she escaped. The 
gun-boats soon after came out, appa- 
rently with an intention of avenging 
this affront ; but, the wind freshening, 
they returned. The cannonade from 
the enemy was now principally directed 
at our upper batteries. The rock gun, 
mounted on the sunoimit of the northern 
front, was become as warm, if not 
warmer, thah any other battery ; and 
scarcely a day passed without some 
casualties at that post. The gun and 
mortar boats, early in the morning of 
the 20th, repeated their attack on the 
garrison and shipping. They wert 
arranged in two divisions, those to the 
northward directing their fire towards 
the King's bastion and Southport, but 
most of their shells broke on the face 
of the rock ; whilst the southward divi- 
sion annoyed the shipping and camp. 
Their usual signal for^ retiring was 
made about a quarter past three o'clock. 
On this occasion we returned a few shots 
fh)m the town batteries. 

At the commencement of the bom- 
bardment, the out-guards of Bay-side 
and Lower Forbes's had been with- 
drawn from thos6 barriers, and an 
officer's guard stationed every night in 
the Fleche, a work erected near the 
Inundation at the foot of Landport 
glacis. On the morning of the 21st, 
Sie sentries at this post observed a man 
advancing, with great circumspection, 
along the causeway: instead of answer- 
ing when challenged, he immediately 
dropped. Lieut. Wetham, of the 58th 
regiment, the officer on duty, suspect- 
ing he came to reconnoitre, instantiy, 
with the Serjeant, went out to seize 
him ; but the man rising, he pursued, 
and was within a very short distance 
of securing him, when he fell into a 
shell-hole near Bay-side, and the man 
escaped. It was imagined that curio- 
sity had prompted him to make trial of 
the alertness of our sentries. His hat, 
which fell off in his retreat, his firelock 
with bayonet, and pouch filled with 29 
rounds of ammunition, were hung on 
the palisades of the barrier, and were 
afterwards brought in. 
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Early on the morning of the 22nd, a 
splinter of a shell, which fell and burst 
on the Church battery, ranged upwards 
of 200 yards, and cutting the leaden 
aprop of the morning-gun on the South 
bastion, fired it off. This singular cir- 
cumstance, happening some hours be- 
fore daybreak, not a little surprised 
those wno heard the report, and were 
ignorant of the cause. Our fire was 
now increased to about 150 rounds 
in the 24 hours, the enemy's parties 
being engaged in repairing the lines 
of approach. Their cannonade, on the 
contrary, was reduced, upon an ayerage, 
to 650 rounds. * 

The night of the 23rd, the gun and 
mortar b^ts renewed their attaxsk upon 
the camp, which, in its consequences, 
wafl more dreadful than any we had 
hitherto experienced. The silence ob- 
seryed by the garrison during their 
preceding yisits emboldened them, on 
this occasion, to adyance so near that 
we could distinctly hear their officers 
giye orders to the men, who frequently 
cried out to us, in Spanish, to "take 
care.'* During the first and second 
rounds, the shells fell oyer Windmill- 
hill into the sea ; but this mistake they 
soon rectified, and the attack became 
cxcessiyely smart. Two shells fell 
within the Hospital-wall, and a shot 
passed through the roof of one of the 
pavilions. A shell fell in a hcnise in 
Hardy-town, and killed Mr. Israel, a 
very respectable Jew, with Mrs. Tour- 
ale, a female relation, and his clerk. 
Another, from the St. Carlos's battery, 
fell into a house near South-shed, in 
which were fifteen or sixteen persons : 
the shell burst, but all escaped, except 
a child whose mother had experienced 
a similar fate some time before. A sol- 
dier of the 72nd regiment was killed in 
his bed by a shot ; and a Jew butcher 
was equally unfortunate. In all, seven 
were killed, and twelve or thirteen 
wounded. The silence of the garrison, 
when the destructive effects of this 
attack were publicly known, caused 
great secret discontent amongst the 
soldiers ; and such representations were 
made to llie governor, that he ordered 
the artillery to return their fire when 
ihey repeated their visit 



The evening of the 27th, the engi* 
neers, with a strong party, repaired Sie 
Queen's battery (Willis's). The new 
merlons were raised with sand-bags on 
the base of the old ones, and the whole 
was completed before morning gun- 
fire. The following day, a squadron 
of Russian men-of-war passed through 
the Straits to the west. Whilst they 
remained in sight, the enemy increased 
their fire upon the garrison. The same 
day arrived the General Murray pri- 
vateer and a polacre from Minorca, 
with wine, brandy, lemons, and salt; 
and in the evening, the Enterprise fri- 
gate, with 17 ordnance-ships and trans- 
ports, sailed for England. The enemy 
discovered them before they quitted 
the bay, and repeated their signals to- 
wards Cadiz. The garrison tiag-staff, 
on the Grand battery, was now so mu* 
tilated, and the fiag so much torn by 
the enemy's shot, that it became neces- 
sary to erect a new one, which was 
done Uie night of the 28th; and it 
served to engage the attention of the 
enemy in the succeeding day's firing. 

The morning of the 29th, two British 
friffates, the Flora and Crescent, which 
had conveyed the Minorca ordnance- 
ships to Mimon, appeared from the east. 
CaptPeereWilliams, in the former, stood 
towards the bay ; and being informed 
by Capt. Curtis that the Enterprise had 
sailed the preceding evening, put about 
and followed his consort, the Crescent, 
which was then chasing two vessels, 
apparently Dutchmen, under the Bar- 
bary shore ; and soon aftei they disap- 
peared, we heard a cannonade to the 
west, which most likely proceeded 
from the ensuing engagement, as we 
afterwards learned that me ships chased 
were Dutch frigates.* At noon the 
same day, two artificers were executed 
at the White Convent in Irish Town 
for marauding ; and the following day, 
one of the 58th suffered for the same 



* Captain Williams, in this action, took hit 
opponent ; but the Crescent, from some nn« 
fortunate accidents, was compelled to sur- 
render to her adversary. Tlie Crescent was, 
howoTer, retaken by the Flora ; but being 

I greatly damaged, both she and the Flora's 
prise afterwarcls fell a prey to mom FrencU 
cniuen. 
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offence. The 31st, in the evening, a 
ship under Rafusan colours, attempt- 
ing to get round Europa Point to pro- 
ceed to Algeziras, was driven under 
our guns, and obliged to come in. She 
was laden with wheat and barley, bound 
from Barcelona to Cadiz; and her cargo 
was condemned as a lawful prize. 

The enemy's bombardment was con- 
siderably abated towards the close of 
the month. Their objects for some 
time were the upper batteries, and par- 
ticularly the Royal batter}', whence 
they were greatly incommoded. They 
often attempted to reach Landport and 
the lines with heavy grape m)m the 
advanced mortars, but it seldom ranged 
farther than the Inundation. Our 
engineers, notwithstanding their fire, 
continued makinff such repairs as the 
enemy's cannonade rendered necessary. 

About two o'clock, on the morning 
of the 1st of June, the gun and mortar 
boats saluted us as usual, and wounded 
three or four men : thev were in three 
divisions. We returned the fire from 
different batteries between King's bas- 
tion and Buena Vista.' During this 
attack an incident happened which I 
will beg leave to insert. A soldier, 
rambling about the town, accidentally 
found, in the ruins of a house, several 
watches and other articles of value, of 
which he immediately made prize ; but 
how to secrete them afterwards was a 
subject that required the utmost reach 
of his invention. He was sensible he 
could not secure them in his quarters, 
as every soldier of his regiment was 
examined on his return to his bomb- 
proof from duty. He resolved, there- 
fore, on a singular expedient. Taking 
out the wad which served as a tompion 
to a gun on the Sling's bastion, he 
lodged his prize, which was tied in his 
handkerchief, as far as he could reach, 
within the gun, and put the wad in its 
former place. In times of peace he 
could not have devised a better reposi- 
tory ; but, unfortunately, the gun-boats 
coming the same evening (whilst he 
was fast asleep in his casemate, not 
apprehending any danger to his secreted 
treasure), this richly loaded gun was 
me of the first that was discharged at 
^e enemy, and the foundation of his 



f\iture greatness was dispersed in an 
instant 

The enemy's cannonade, in the be- 
^nning of June, decreased to about 
500 rounds in the 24 hours > the 
King's, or Black battery (as it was 
called by the garrison), with the two 
fourteen-gun batteries in their lines, 
were now silent. 

The morning of the 3rd the gun- 
boats repeated their visit about the 
same time as before. In this attack 
2 Serjeants, of the 1 2th and 58th regi- 
ments, were killed, and 2 privates 
wounded : manj shells fell among the 
tents of iSie different regiments, and 
two shot in the hospital-yard. A cor- 
poral, going with the relief at Land- 
port, had the muzzle of his firelock 
closed, and the barrel twisted like a 
French horn, by a shell, without injury 
to his person. We returned the fire 
from the town batteries, hoping by that 
means to direct their attention from 
our camp. The 4th, the governor 
commemorated the anniversary of his 
Majesty's birthday, by a salute at noon 
of 23 cannon, and 43 mortars, being 
the number of ordnance that bore on 
the St. Carlos's battery. The fire began 
at the Rock mortar, seconded by the 
Old mole, and so on from right to left 
till the whole were discharged: the 
enemy, indulging themselves, as usual, 
with a siesta, did not immediately 
'return our fire ; but in the early part 
of the day they had made the town 
pretty warm, and fired twice or thrice 
through the royal standard. 

In the course of the 4th, a tartan 
was taken coming in from the east: 
the crew, however, escaped to the gar- 
rison in their boat A Spanish squadron 
of 2 line-of-battle ships, 3 xebeques, 
and 2 bomb-ketches, also arrived the 
same day at Algeziras, from aloft 
With this reinforcement, their naval 
force before Gibraltar amounted to 2 
ships of the line, 5 xebeques, 2 ketches, 
several half-galleys and armed vessels, 
with 15 or 16 gun and mortar boats. 
These latter were become so active that 
we could never nromise ourselves a 
night's repose without being disturbed 
by a cannonade ; and their attacks 
were more vexatious from the impoesi- 
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bility of being able to retaliate, because 
they presented to us so small an object. 
Whenever the alarm was given of their 
approach, which was generally a little 
after midnight, the southern part of 
the rock was in immediate commotion. 
Their effects had been found so de- 
structive, that all were upon the look- 
out : the troops were ordered from 
their tents, to places where they were 
covered from the shot ; but the shells 
were directed into the most sequestered 
recesses. Such was the terror of the 
miserable inhabitants, that many of 
them fied nearly naked to the remote 
parts of the rock ] and even here they 
could scarcely deem themselves secure : 
in short, no scene could be more de- 
plorable than that of their distress on 
these occasions. 

The enemy's bombardment from the 
land was still continued with little 
variation: they appeared, indeed, to 
have no other object than the expendi* 
ture of ammunition. In their camp, 
large parties were constantly bringing 
brushwood for fascines from the coun- 
try ; and others were employed in 
disembarking stores from small vessels 
which were dfdly arriving from all 
quarters. 

The 9th, we were alarmed with the 
blowing-up of one of the enemy's maga- 
zines, situated at a small distance from 
the Catalonian camp to the west of the 
Queen of Spain's Chair. The dilBFerent 
explosions that succeeded the first resem- 
bled a continual roll of fire like repeated 
volleys of musketry ; fix)m which cir- 
cumstance we conjectured that it was 
their repository for live shells and fixed 
ammunition. Their drums immedi- 
ately beat to arms ; and the whole army, 
consisting of thirteen battalions besides 
cavalry, assembled in front of the camp. 
Parties were instantly detached; but 
the splinters of the shells kept them for 
some time at a considerable distance. 
The shells, however, at length ceased 
to disp^lode: they advanced, and re- 
moved powder, &c. from a neighbour- 
ing magazine to a place southward of 
the fire ; where, meeting afterwards in 
great numbers, our artillery endea- 
voured to reach them with a large 
ehell from Willis's; but the distance 



was beyond the range of a sea-mortar. 
From the long continuance and succes- 
sive loud reports it was thought they 
must have sustained great loss, not only 
of ammunition, but of men, as the 
splinters were seen, with glasses, to 
range much farther than the spot 
where the detachment first assembled ; 
and remarkable economy was after- 
wards observed in the article of shells. 

The following day, a line-of-battle 
ship, proceeding from Point Mala to 
the eastward, was fired upon from the 
garrison, and obliged to put about and 
anchor at Algeziras. A flag of truce 
came the day after to the New mole, to 
know the cause of our firing upon her, 
being a Neapolitan man-of-war. The 
governor answered, that the first shot 
was to bring her to; which she not 
obeying, every succeeding one was fired 
to sink her. The night of the lltli, 
the gun and mortar boats, according to 
custcoi, bombarded the camp, killed a 
child, and wounded a woman. They 
retired much sooner than usual ; which 
we attributed to their having received 
some damage, as our grape was heard 
to strike them. We returned 96 
rounds of various kinds. Their land 
batteries, during the attack, directed 
their fire principally towards the King's 
bastion, and along the line-wall in town, 
whence, they observed, we for some 
time past generally fired when they 
came over. The 14th being the anni- 
versary of Corpus Christi, the festival 
was noticed by the enemy's shipping 
with the usual flags of decoration, and 
the customary salutes : repeated volleys 
were likewise discharged from the lines ; 
which, being unexpected on our side, 
killed and wounded several. 

Though their bombardment in gene- 
ral, at this period, scarcely exceeded 
460 rounds in 24 hours, yet the bat- 
teries at Willis's, notwithstanding the 
recent repairs, were again greatly da- 
maged. The enemy's shot, though 
firecL at so great a distance, frequently 
pierced seven solid feet of sand-bag 
work. To obviate this, strong wooden 
frames, called caissons, were constructed 
of the same dimensions as the merlons ; 
which, when well rammed with clay, 
and covered in front and on the top 



80 



HISTORY OP THE 



[chap. t. 



with junk cat in lengths for the pur- 
pose» were expected to resist better than 
the temporary repairs that had been 
done during the severity of the enemy's 
fire. The enemy also adopted the 
same mode in capping the merlons of 
Fort St. Barbara. 

A flag of truce, on the 1 5th, informed 
us that two ships had been captured 
leaving the garrison, and that the pri- 
soners were ready to be sent in. The 
Fortune sloop, in consequence, the next 
day brought over 141 English and 
Jews, men, women, and children. It 
was remarked that the enemy the preced- 
ing day continued their bombardment 
during the flag of truce; but a strict 
cessation was observed this day, owing, 
as we imagined, to some represen- 
tations. We observed, on the 20th, 
a new camp of 1 12 tents in the rear of 
Barcelo's battery, north of Algeziras. 
The day following, Montague's bastion 
was opened on the enemy, as parties 
were repairing the St Carlos's battery. 

The bombardment now decreased 
daily. The fire of the enemy was 
chiefly directed to our upper batteries, 
for the town was almost a heap of 
ruins : they sometimes threw a long- 
ranger; but these shells seldom did 
any injury. The uight of the 24th, 
the gun-boats flred upon the camp, but 
at such a distance, that little damage 
was received, though they expended 
400 shot and 70 shells. We returned 
88 rounds, principally small shells, 
whose fuses were so accurately cut, as 
to break just over the boats. The 27th, 
we observed another encampment (ca- 
pable of quartering two battalions) at 
the tower between the river Palmones 
and Algeziras. Many were of opinion 
that this camp, with that at Barcelo's 
battery, was occupied by militia. The 
gun and mortar lK>ats again bombarded 
our camp about midnight for two 
hours: they then made their usual 
signal, and as we imagined, were gone 
back ; but soon after, they returned, 
and, recommencing a brisker fire than 
before, killed and wounded 12 or 14, 
the greatest number of which were of 
the 39th re^ment This was the most 
important loss which our troops had 
yet experienced from the gun-boats; 



but we concluded ourselves in some 
degree fortunate in not suffering more 
considerably ; as most of the regiments, 
imagining the boi^bardment over for 
the night, were in bed when they re- 
turned. 

The disagreeable and frequent repe- 
tition of these attacks prompted Uie 
governor to adopt, if possible, some ex- 
pedients to anno^ the enemy's camp in 
return. The distance was conceived 
to be within the range of shells from 
the Old mole head : accordingly a 13- 
inch sea-mortar was removed to the 
extremity; and six cannon, five 32- 
pounders and one 18-pounder, were at 
the same time sunk in the sand behind 
the Old mole, and then secured with 
timber, &c. at diflerent degrees of ele- 
vation. These arrangements had been 
for some time in agitation ; and being 
now completed, he determined to make 
the experiment. About 10 o'clock in 
the forenoon of the 28th, six rounds 
were discharged from each: three of 
the shells burst in the enemy's camp, 
and one over it. The other two ex- 
ploded in their passage: all the shot 
went home. A batt^ion of Spanish 
guards, happening to be under arms, 
were greatly alarmed, and dispersed 
three diflerent times: at length they 
were assembled, and marched off toward 
the left. This being only intended as an 
experiment, the artillery soon ceased 
firing; but it is scarcely possible to 
express the general satisfaction which 
this success diflused through the garri- 
son. The mortar was loaded with 
from 30 lbs. to 28^ lbs. of powder at the 
usual elevation ; the 32-pounder with 
14, and the 18 with 9 lbs. of pow- 
der ; all the latter at an elevation of 42 
degrees. 

The governor, beside this plan of re- 
taliation, devised other schemes to 
cover and protect his camp, if possible, 
from future attacks. Two brigs were 
ordered to be cut down and converted 
into prameSf each to carry four or 
five heavy cannon ; which were to be 
moored between the New mole and 
Ragged Staf^ at such distance from the 
works as to be easily protected, and 
yet &r enough out to keep their boats 
at a respectful distance. Artificeiv 
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fh>m the garrison assisted the naw in 
fitting out these vessels. One of them 
being finished previous to the before- 
mentioned experiment, was moored at 
the distance of about half musket-shot 
from the New mole head. She was 
named the Vanguard, mounted two 
Spanish 26-pounders, and two twelves, 
and was ngsed like a settee. The 
enemy's squadron* on the 29th, was re- 
inforced with five xebeques and two 
galleys, from the east. At night sailed 
a packet for Faro, in Portugal 

The 2nd July, additional tents were 
pitched at the new camp near the tower, 
north of Algeziras. About one in the 
morning of the 4th, the gun-boats re- 
peated their attack; but contrary to 
their former custom, numbers of their 
shot and shells fell amongst the ship- 
ping. The Porcupine frigate. Sir 
Charles Knowles^Bart, and an India- 
man, each received a shot; and the 
Brillianf 8 bottom was struck with a 
splinter of a shell, which burst under 
her ; but no particular damage was re- 
ceived in the garrison, except two men 
being slightly wounded. The gover- 
nor retaliated by ordering six rounds 
of shot and shells to be fired into their 
camp, from the guns and sea-mortars 
at the Old mole: the cannon were 
pointed indiscriminately for the camp ; 
but the mortars were laid for the fiuh 
cine and artillery parks. One of the 
shells set fire to a hut, and alarmed 
them exceedingly. As the governor 
now determined to retaliate in this 
manner, we were in hopes it would 
deter them ftom so frequently disturb- 
ingus. 

The enemy continued making ga- 
bions, and bringing much wood into me 
camp: on the other hand, our people 
were employed in repairs, and addi- 
tions to the works. Traverses were 
erected at the Royal battery, and parties 
were employed on the north front, from 
the rock gun to the Old mole head. 
The 10th, a brig coming in from the 
east was taken by the enemy's cruisers, 
which for some weeks past had again 
kept a very vigilant look-out The 
crew however escaped to the rock ; and 
thev had thrown the letters over-board 
berore they abandoned the vessel. 



The bombardment, which, by almost 
imperceptible degrees, had been de- 
creasing, on the 12th nearly ceased. 
The cannon in their seven and four- 
teen-gun batteries were all drawn back, 
to facilitate, as we imagined, the re- 
pairing of the platforms and inner part 
of the batteries. The ISth some troops 
at the tower decamped, and in a few 
days afterwards a regiment marched 
away from the Algeziras camp. The 
15th two settees and a brig sailed fh)m 
Point Mala with gabions to the west 
One vessel had sailed thence on the 
13th. These materials, we conjec- 
tured, were for some new works in 
the neighbourhood ; but we were after- 
wards informed that they were taken 
to Minorca, and were used in the ap- 
proaches carried on against St Philip's. 
Their firing was now confined to the 
night, and unless we provoked them, 
scarcely ever exceeded thirty rounds. 

The Spanish general visited the lines 
on the 18th ; but a fire breaking out in 
his camp, he returned immediately on 
its appearance. In the evening the 
caissons for the Queefi's battery being 
carried up to Willis's, and the sand- 
bags brought from Pocoroca clay-pit, 
the engineers at dusk, with a party of 
380 men, began to re-establish the 
merlons ; and by the morning gun-fire 
of the 19th the old sand-bags were re- 
moved, the caissons placed, and filled 
with day, sand, and junk, and the bat- 
tery made fit for the reception of artil- 
lery. The governor was present the 
whole time, and expressed the highest 
approbation of the dili^noe and activity 
of the party. The caissons were made 
of oak timber, joined by strong iron 
bolts. Whilst uiey were at work the 
gun-boats fired upon the camp, and 
were seconded by the land batteries on 
the town: a hundred and thirty-two 
rounds were returned on the boats, and 
sixteen shells thrown into the enemy's 
camp. One of the artillery and one of 
the 7drd regiment were wounded. 

The morning of the 20th the enemy 
fired a salute from the lines, followed 
by a feu-de-joie from the army drawn 
up in two lines in front of their camp, 
coD:;luding with a grand discharge from 
their shipping ana small craft at Alge- 



82 



HISTORY OP THE 



[chap. t. 



liras. The troops in garrison changed 

2aartem on the 21st: the 39th and 
[ardenberg's regiments relieved the 
72nd, and other detachments in King's 
and Montague's bastions, Waterport 
casemate, and Picket yard. The 58th, 
72nd, and 73rd regiments encamped ; 
the 12th regiment remained on their 

Sound, and the 56th, Reden's, and La 
otte's occupied the South barracks 
and other quarters. The enemy on the 
same day decamped from the ground 
north of Algeziras. Brigadier Ross 
sailed on the night of the 22nd in a 
boat to Faro, in his route to England ; 
and the following day a privateer ar- 
rived in ei^t days from Mahon, with 
a packet Two days afterwards a boat 
arrived from Portugal. The patron 
. informed us that the army at that time 
before Gibraltar princijmlly consisted 
of militia regiments, the regular troops 
having embarked for the West Indies : 
he fi^ther said, that the Spanish fleet 
had sailed from Cadiz on a cruise. 
Soon after this boat arrived a large 
fleet of upwards of seventy sail ap- 
peared firom the west : when abreast of 
Europa we discovered amongst them a 
ship of the line, two frigates, two cut- 
ters, a bomb-ketch, and several armed 
vessels: the^ did not display any 
colours. This proved afterward to be 
the fleet which blockaded Mahon, and 
conveyed the troops which besieged 
Fort St Philip, under the command of 
the Due de Crillon, and captured the 
island of Minorca. 

Our camp was alarmed on the 27th 
with the report that the gun^boats 
were approaching. The batteries were 
manned, and the regiments assembled ; 
■but the enemy not appearing, they re- 
turned to quarters. The signals for 
seeing the boats in future were ordered 
to be a false fire, and two guns from, the 
shipping. 

August was introduced by an attack 
fh>m Sie gun-boats. They came upon 
us by surprise ; for we had no sinial 
from our guard-boats. This was after- 
wards accounted for by the enemy 
having taken a circle ; by which means 
our guard-boats, when they began to 
^re, were without, ai|d the gun-boats 
between them and the garrison. Our , . 



fire in return was well served, and ap- 
peared to do some execution: twelve 
large shells and fifteen shot were like- 
wise thrown into the camp fh>m the 
Old mole : several of the former burst 
just as they fell, consequently promised 
to do mischief. Their land batteries 
seconded the fire from the sea, but we 
did not experience any casualties. Two 
days afterwards the o&er prame, called 
the Repulse, mounting five twenty-six 
pounders, was moor^ about musket- 
shot to the southward of the Vanguard, 
and the same distance from our bat- 
teries. These vessels were of such 
annoyance to their boats, that whilst 
they remained out, we never afterwards 
were so much disturbed at the south- 
ward. 

The artillery at Willis's endeavoured 
on the 4th to set fire to the canes and 
weeds in the gardens ; but they were 
too full of sap to tftke fire. This at- 
tempt attracted a brisk cannonade for 
some time from the enemy. Early in 
the morning of the 6th a shell fell mto 
a tent behind General La Motte's quar- 
ters, at the southward, in which were 
two men of the 58th, asleep. They 
were not awakened by its &U, ; but a 
Serjeant in an adjacent tent heard it, 
and ran near forty yards to a place of 
safety, when he recollected the situa- 
tion of his friends. Thinking the shell 
had fUlen blind, he i^umed and 
awakened them: both immediately 
rose, but continued by the place, de- 
bating on the narrow escape they had 
had, when the shell exploded, and 
forced them with great violence against 
the garden-wall, but miraculously did 
no mrther mischief than destroying 
everything in the tent. 

On the morning of the 7tb, before 
the haze was quite dispelled in the Gat, 
a signal for an enemy was made by the 
Spaniards at Cabrita Point. As the 
foe dispersed we discovered at a oon- 
si&rable distance a vessel becalmed, 
but rowing towards the garrison with 
the current Fourteen ffuc^boats were 
then advancing from Algeziras to in- 
tercept her : upon which Captain Curtis, 
of the Brilliant, ordered out Sir Charles 
Kuowles, with three barges, to en- 
deavour to fget alongside, and receive 
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any dispatches the yessel might ha^e 
on board, whilst he attended the tow- 
ing out of the Vangaard and Repulse 
prames, to cover them and protect her. 
Sir Charles personally executed his 
orders, and returned with a packet for 
the goTemor. The vessel by this time 
was about a league and a half from the 
garrison, and me headmost gun-boat 
within shot, advandng apparently with 
an intent to board : stoppmg, however, 
at the distance of a few hundred yards, 
she poured in a discharge of round 
and grape shot, and was immediately 
secondea hj her consorts astern. The 
vessel, which we now discovered to 
be a king's sloop-of-war, returned the 
salute with a broadside, and musketry 
fh>m her quarter-deck ; and a spirited 
action commenced. Appearances at 
this juncture were so greatly in fkvour 
of the Spaniards, ihat me garrison gave 
up the sloop for lost. Becalmed a 
league from the rock, and fourteen 
gun-boats, each carrying a twenty-six 
pounder, fhll of men, cannonading her 
on every side with grape and round 
shot; a xebeque also bearing down 
with a gentle breeze, were drcum- 
Btances which seemed to preclude the 
possibility of escape. After maintain- 
ing, however, a very warm, judicious, 
and well-served fire, often obliging the 
boats to retire, the westerly breeze at 
last reached her ; and not long after- 
wards she was safe under our guns. 
She proved to be the Helena sloop- 
of-war, ibfurteen small guns, Captam 
Roberts, in fourteen days from Eng- 
land. Her loss during mis action was 
much less than could have been pos- 
sibly imaged, when we considered 
the showers of grape and round shot 
that every instant surrounded her : she 
had only one killed and two wounded ; 
hut her upper rig^ng and sails were 
much cut and injured. We attributed 
the hull's being scarcely touched to the 
construction of the gun-boats; for, 
being originally intended to annoy at a 
distance, their cannon could not be de- 
pressed. The enemy however did not 
escape so well : numbers were seen to 
drop in the boats fh)m the musketry 
of me sloop, and several were towed 
off disabled; which were very con- 



vincing proofis that their loss was con- 
siderable. 

A settee was taken on the 12th by thb 
enemy's cruisers. The crew, except- 
ing mree Jew passengers, escaped to 
the garrison: they informed us that 
great preparations were making in the 
French and Spanish ports for some 
grand expedition : the object was how- 
ever kept secret ; but many at Minorca 
suroected St Philip's to be the place. 

The enemy's bombardment, if we 
may now call it by that name, scarcely 
exceeded, at this time, three shells in 
the 24 hours, which the soldiers (con- 
jecturing that some allusion might be 
mtendeo, by that superstitious nation, 
to the sacred Trinity) jocosely, though 
profanely termed. Father, Son, and 
jffolif Ghost. It is not indeed alto- 
gether improbable that the Spaniards 
might entertain some bigoted respect 
for that mystical number, and, con- 
sidering the British in the light of 
heretics, might apprehend some cSftcacy 
from it, in me great work of converting 
the garrieon to the Catholic faith : at 
least; it is difficult, on any more reason- 
able ground, to account fbr their ex- 
acdy continuing to fire neither more 
nor less, for so considerable a period. 

The mention of this circumstance 
brings to my recollection another, of a 
ridiculous nature, which serves to de- 
monstrate the thoughtiessness of the 
English soldiers, who can jest in the hour 
of danger, and indulge their prejudices 
at the expense of what other nations, 
however oiffering in sentiment, gene- 
rally agree to hold in a degree of 
respect It is first to be remembered, 
that, according to the articles of capitu- 
lation by which the ^rrison was sur- 
rendered to Admiral Sir George Rooke, 
it was stipulated that the inhabitants 
should be tolerated in their religion: 
the old Spanish church was therefore 
continued as a place of worship fbr 
those of the Roman Catholic persua- 
sion, and, as is usual in Roman Ca^ 
tholic churches, was decorated, amongst 
others, with figures, as large as life, of 
our Saviour and the Virgin Mary. 

At the commencement of the firing, 
when the soldiers were engaged in a 
succession of irregularities, a party of 
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them assembled in the Spanish chnrch, 
to carouse and be merry. In ibe midst 
of their jollity, the image o£ the Virgin 
Maiy was observed in Sie ruins by one 
of the party, who instantly proposed, 
as a piece of fun, to place her ladyship 
in thie whirligig.* The scheme seemed 
to meet with general approbation, till 
one, wiser than the rest, stopped them 
with a remark, that it would ill become 
them, as militsuT* men, and particularly 
Englishmen, to punish any person with- 
out a trial. A court-msurtial conse- 
quently sat, with mock ceremony ; and 
her ladyship was found guil^ of 
drunkenness, debauchery, and other 
high crimes, and condemned to the 
whirligig, whither she was immedi- 
ately earried in procession. The go- 
vernor (who^ notwithstanding the fir- 
ing, regularly attended the parade), at 
eiurd-mountms; discovered the poor 
virgin in coomiement; but expressed 
his disapprobation of the action, and 
ordered her instantly to be removed to 
the White Convent, where, by the bye, 
she was by no means exempt from 
fiirther insult and disgrace. If a bi- 
goted Spaniard could have beheld this 
transaction, he probably would have 
thought the Rnglish worse than here- 
tics; and would have concluded, that 
their impiety could not &il to attract 
the special vengeance of Heaven. 

The night of the 15th, the gun and 
mortar boiats bombarded our camp; 
their disposition extending ftom off Lit- 
tle bay to the Old mole h^ : their fire, 
as had been the custom for some time 
before, was seconded by a brisk can- 
nonade from the lines, which was 
very judiciously served* Many of their 
shdils burst in the air, over our ship- 
ping; but the ships oootinued silent. 
Our artillery retaliated from the Old 
mole head, and smcUl shells were dis- 
charged from the elevated guns, :rrhich 
seemed to answer very well. One of 
the 72nd regiment was killed ; two of 
the artillery, and two of the 73rd, with 
a hoj, an inhabitant, were wounded. 
In this attack, a shell fiell amongst 

* A machine erected at the bottom of the 
Grand parade, for the ipanishment of scolding 
women, or otlien guilty of trifling misde< 
meaoorc. 



some naval stores, in a ground-ward 
of the Naval hospital ; and the most 
dreadfid consequences might have been 
expected from this accident, if the fire 
had not been happily extinguished by 
the picket, which the governor had 
ordered, some time before, to assemble 
here, to prevent, if possible, such ca- 
sualties. The other picket, which 
mounted at the southward, was sta- 
tioned for the same purpose at the 
New mole. 

A schooner arrived from Faro on 
the 17tii, with ftmt, onions, and salt. 
In the evening, a flag of truce came 
from the enemy, in answer to ours of 
the preceding day. The day follow- 
ing, another boat arrived from Faro: 
sfai brought a packet, with some pri> 
vate letters from Lisbon, which* inti- 
mated the probability of our receiving 
a visit from tiie combined fleet, then 
cruising off Cadiz. At night several 
guns were beard in the Gut, and a 
number of si^;nals made at the point. 
The succeeding morning, his Ma- 
jesty's cutter the Kite arrived from 
England, with duplicates of the He- 
lena's dispatches. In her passage she 
euffaged a French cutter of 20 guns, 
and had three men killed and six 
wounded. The enemy's cruisers en- 
deavoured to intercept her, but were 
driven to leeward. A boat also ar- 
rived about the same time from Por^ 
tu^.' 

The firing from the garrison now 
varied accoiiding as the enemy's par- 
ties presented themselves: at this pe- 
riod thej were busy in repairing Port 
St Philip, and in securing their works 
against the approaching rainy season. 
Our engineers were repairing the com- 
munications and batteries at Willis's, 
&c A soldier of the 73rd deserted to 
the enemy tiie 25th: he had been 
absent from his corps five days, during 
which time he had concealed himself 
on the rock. Hunger probably press* 
ing him, he determined to make a 
bold attempt to get off: accordingly 
stuffing a sand-bag with grass, }^ 
came to Landport, and placing, unob- 
served, the bag upon the spikes of the 
palisades, jumped, unhurt, on the 
glacis; then running over the cause- 
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WBj, he soon cleared Baynside barrier, 
and, thoagh many hundred rounds of 
musketry were fired from Landport and 
the Lines guards, he escaped. He was 
the fourth man lost by desertion in the 
eouTse of six weeks. 

Early the 27th, four men, who had 
been impressed from a privateer in the 
bay, deserted from the Repulse prame. 
The next morning we were visited 
again by the gun and mortar boats; 
but they scarcely staid one-third of 
tiieir former time. We returned 9 
shot and 58 shells, which, from the 
shrieks and piteous cries we heard, 
most have done execution. We an- 
noyed them in camp from the Old 
mole, as usual; and the artillery at- 
tempted to reach them from Willis's, 
but in vain. In this attack a wounded 
matross was killed by a shell in the 
hospital. The circumstances attending 
this man's case are so melancholy and 
affecting, that I cannot pas6 them over 
in silence. Some time previous to this 
event, he had been so unlucky as to 
break his thigh : being a man of great 
spirits, he ill brooked the confinement 
which his case demanded, and exerted 
himself to get abroad, that he might 
enjoy the benefit of the fresh air in the 
court of the hospital : unfortunately, in 
one of his playfiil moments, he fell, 
and was obliged to take to his bed 
again. He was in this situation when 
a shell from the mortar boats fell into 
the ward, and rebounding, lodged upon 
him. The convalescents and sick, in 
the same room, instantiy summoned 
strength to crawl out on hands and 
knees, while the fuse was burning: but 
this wretched victim was kept aown 
by the weight of the shell, which, 
after some seconds, burst, took off both 
his legs, and scorched him in a dreadM 
manner: but, what was still more 
horrid, he survived the explosion, and 
was sensible to the very moment that 
death relieved him from his misery. 
His last words were expressive of re- 
gret that he had not been lolled aa the 
batteries. 

. The enemy's attention to the block- 
ade seemed now to be revived. Their 
cruisers were increased, and constantiy 
on the watch. The force in the bay 



at this time was one ship of the line, a 
xebeque having a broad pendant, a fri- 
gate, and five xebeques, with the gun 
and mortar boats, and small armed 
craft The arrangement of these ves- 
sels for the purpose of blockading the 
garrison appeared to be as follows : — 
When the wind was west, two xe- 
beques and four gun-boats anchored at 
Cabrita Point, cruising at night at the 
entrance of the bay and in the straits ; 
when easterly, the frigate, xebeques, 
and four gun-boats cruised some be- 
tween Ceuta and Europa, and others in 
the Gut ; one xebeque was generally 
observed to lie-to off Europa Point, at 
the entrance of the bay. Though tiiis 
disposition apparentiy obstructed all 
intercourse between tiie garrison and 
our fHends in Portugal and Minorca, 
yet opportunities sometimes occurred 
when boats slipped out unobserved, and 
returned with the same success. 

The evening of the 30th, the enemy's 
cannonade, which, except when the 
boats fired on our camp, seldom ex- 
ceeded three shells in the 24 hours, 
was pretty smart for an hour or two, 
occasioned by our firing on their work- 
ing parties. Such starts of retaliation 
they were often provoked to by our an- 
noying their workmen in the batteries. 

The prames had been found so use- 
ful that, in the beginning of September, 
the navy began to fit up the Fortune 
sloop, in order to add to their number. 
The 5th, a flag of truce fh)m the enemy 
brought over Pratts, an inhabit- 
ant OT Gibraltar, who had been taken 
by the Spaniards in the Fox packet, 
about 12 months before, and whom, as 
it was said, the enemy for some time 
had objected to exchange. By this 
man we were informed that the Due 
de Crillon, with 10,000 men, had 
landed at Minorca, and that it was 
reported he was to be joined by a 
Fj|ndi army fhim Toulon. The even- 
iif of the 7th, the captain at Willis's 
again endeavoured to set fire to the 
weeds, &c. in the gardens, which, fh)m 
their height, afforded great cover to 
the enemy^s advanced sentries ; and in 
executing these orders a brisk can- 
nonade was returned by the enemy, 
which continued till daybreak. Our 



86 



HISTORY OF THE 



[chap. v. 



carcasses and light balls frequently 
took effect, but the canes were too green 
to be burnt to any purpose. In the 
course of this firing, several shot fix)m 
the lines ranged as far as the South 
barracks and New mole. Great num- 
bers of gabions were now observed in 
the enemy's fkscine park. 

The evening of the 12th, they fired 
a grand salute fh)m their lines and 
shipping, and a feu-de-joie in camp. 
After the salute, they continued to can- 
nonade from the lines, though for some 
days before they had only fired their 
mystical number, three, in the 24 hours. 
We imagined this salute to be on ac- 
count of the Due de Crillon having 
gained some advantage at Minorca. 
In the course of their firing, on the 
15th, a circumstance happened similar 
to one which occurred m May, and 
both of them may be considered as ex- 
traordinaiT. A shell from the lines 
fell upon tne rock, above the Bed sands, 
and glanced off in a direction nearlv at 
right angles with its range : it rolled 
to the bottom of the Princess of Wales's 
lines, burst on the platform of one of 
the d2-pounder8, and a splinter cutting 
the apron of the gun, fired it off. The 
shot took away the railing at the foot 
of the glacis, and lodged in the line- 
wall near Bagged Staff. 

We observed, on the 16th, that the 
enemy, during the preceding night, 
had thrown up three banks of sand in 
zigzags, beginning at the centre of the 
fourth branch of approach, which 
seemed intended as a line of direction 
for a new communication to the St. 
Carlos's battery. In the evening, 
the governor ordered the artillery 
to direct a brisk fire on this work, 
which was continued till daybreak 
of the 17th. The enemy returned 
the fire reluctantly, from a wish, 
as we imagined, not to increase 
ours. The next morning, we obser]|d 
they had retained the sand thrown^p 
the preceding night with casks; and 
from the materials seen in the vicinity 
of the works, other additions seemed 
intended to be made. At night, Crou- 
chett's howitzer battery and Montague's 
>astion were opened, and, with Willis's, 
;c., were kept constantly going. About 



midnight the gun-boats, attended by a 
bomb-ketch, as we conjectured, came 
over, and, contrary to their former 
practice, directed their fire towards 
Willis's, the lines, and north end of the 
town. So determined were they to 
land their shells, that one went over 
the rock, and many fell on the hill ; 
and, in attempting to imitate us in 
bursting their shells in the air, several 
exploded in their mortars. They staid 
two hours and a half, and expended 
130 shells and 87 shot, and their land 
batteries were not so sparing as the 
night before. We returned a smart 
fire on both sea and land, and retaliated 
on their camp, as usual. 

A shell, during the above attack, 
fell in an embrasure opposite the King's 
lines bomb-proo^ killed one of me 
7drd, and wounded another of the 
same corps. The case of the latter 
was singular, and will serve to enforce 
the maxim, that, even in the most dan- 
gerous cases, we should never despair 
of a recovery whilst life remains. This 
unfortunate man was knocked down by 
the wind of the shell, which, instantly 
bursting, killed his companion, and 
mangled him in a most dreadful man- 
ner. His head was terribly fractured, 
his left arm broken m two places, one 
of his legs shattered, the skin and 
muscles torn off part of his right hand, 
the middle finger broken to pieces, and 
his whole body most severely bndsed, 
and marked with gunpowder. He pre- 
sented so horrid an object to the sur- 
geons, that they had not the smallest 
hopes of saving his life, and were at a 
loss what part to attend to first He was 
that evening trepanned, a few days after- 
wards his leg was amputated, and other 
wounds and fractures dressed. Being 
possessed of a most excellent consti- 
tution, nature performed wonders in his 
fiivour, and in eleven weeks the cure 
was completely effected. His name is 
Donald Boss, and he long continued to 
enjoy his sovereign's bounty in a pen- 
sion of 9d, a day for life. A non-com- 
missioned officer of artillery also lost 
his thigh on Montague's bastmn ; and a 
private of the I2th regiment both his 
legs : the latter died soon after the am- 
putation was performed. 
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The morning of the 18th, a deserter 
fh>m the Spanish guards came in from 
the St. Carlo6*8 battery. He was pursued 
by four of the enenw, but in yam. He 
gaye information of the enemy's inten- 
tion to erect some new batteries. About 
ten o'clock in the eyening, a shell from 
the lines fell into a house opposite the 
King's bastion, where the town-major, 
Captain Burke, with Majors Mercier 
and Vignoles, of the d9th regiment^ 
were sitting. Hie shell took off Major 
Burke's thigh, afterwards fell throi^ 
the .floor into the cellar ; there it burst, 
and forced the flooring, with the unfor- 
tunate major, to the ceiling. When 
assistance came, they found Major 
Burke almost buried amongst the ruins 
of the room. He was instantly con- 
veyed to the hospital, where he died 
soon after the wounded part was am- 
putated, much lamented by his friends 
as an amiable and worthy member of 
society, and by the governor as an 
indefiitigable officer. Majors Mercier 
and Vignoles had time to escape be- 
fore the shell burst : they were neyer- 
theless slighUy wounded by the splin- ' 
ters; as were a seneant of the 39th, 
and his daughter, wno were in the cel- 
lar underneath when the shell entered. 
This house had escaped almost un- 
touched during the warmest period of 
the bombardment, till this unfortunate 
shell &11 in, which deprived the guri- 
son of this active and valuable officer. 

The jfiaemy did not increase their 
works ^e succeeding day, but de- 
bouched the fourth branch of the ap- 
proach about the centre. In the even- 
ing, the Helena and Kite, with a 
privateer, left the bay for England, 
and a schooner for Portugal. lieut. 
Lowe, of the 12th, who had lost his 
leg, and the invalids, went home in the 
former. Our firing was increased at 
night by the Catidan batteries; and 
Crouchett's was still kept open. The 
20th, Captain Fowlis, or the 73rd, was 
appointed town-nugor. 

Our working parties were employed 
by the en^neers, on the 21st, in re- 
psdring Princess Caroline's battery, at 
Willis's, which, owins to the spirited 
behaviour and example of the officers, 
was cleared, the caissous jjlaced, filled, 



and the battery completed, before night, 
under a most heavy fijre from the 
enemy. When the work was finished, 
the party desired to give three cheers, 
but they were overruled by the captain 
of artillery, who recommended to salute 
the enem^ with three rounds from each 
gun; which was immediately put in 
execution. The party had not a man 
materially hurt during the warm can- 
nonade; but, in returning to be dis- 
missed, a Serjeant of La Motte's, who 
had braved the dangers of the day, was 
killed by a random shot below the 
artillery guard. Our firing continued 
with great vivacity on the 22nd, parti- 
cularly with small shells fh)m the 
Royal battery, Willis's, and Montague's 
bastion. These were kept going in the 
day ; and at night these batteries, with 
the Catalans, Crouchett's, and batteries 
at the entrance of the lines, were in 
action. The enemy, in return, were 
not sparing of ammunition : in the pre- 
ceding 24 hours they fired 775 shot, 
and 57 shells. The garrison discharged 
773 rounds of different species. 

The enemy's new works were erected 
with casks, covered and retuned by 
&scines, with sand in the front About 
200 men appeared to be employed in 
the da^; but they were ofiien compelled 
to retire, our ordnance was so wdl 
served and directed. The gun-boats, 
on the morning of the 24th, visited us 
as usual; and it was thought tibat a 
bomb-ketch again attended them. They 
pointed their fire principally towards 
the Victualling -office, m town, and 
Willis's: some shells fell in the New 
mole, but few ashore at the southward. 
We returned their fire, and retaliated 
from, the Old mole on their camp. 

Early in the morning of the 25th, 
the fascine capping of the merlons of 
Fort Barbara took fire from the enemy's 
guns, and burnt extremely fierce. Ijie 
offi|pr at Willis's immediately directed 
a brisk fire on the fort, which the go- 
vernor afterwards increased b^ opening 
the Grand battery. The firing, how- 
ever, from the latter did not answer so 
well as was expected, owing, perhaps, 
to the unevenness of the platforms, 
which were of stone, and much worn. 
Nevertheless, the enemy were obliged 
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to evacuate the fort without extinguish- 
ing the fire. At daybreak we saw only 
five fiisciue merlons standing; the other 
seven were all destroyed, with some 
gun-carriages, traverses on the ram- 
part, and &8cine-work in the ditch. 
We imagined that this accident would 
render the fort useless for some time ; 
but they convinced us that our conclu- 
sions were premature, hj firing, pro- 
bably out of bravado, a few shot in the 
course of the day, which killed one of 
the 58th, and wounded anoUier. In 
the morning, about seven, the Flying- 
fish cutter, of 20 guns, arrived with 
ordnance stores and intrenching tools; 
she informed us that government had 
engaged 20 cutters, of her force, fi>r 
the same purpose. A zebeque and four 
gun-boats opposed her passage^ but in 
vain. 

The 26th, Lieut Clarke, of the .56th, 
died of a decline. In the course of the 
day, the enem;^ began to clear Fort 
Bsu^bara, and in the evenine to lay 
fiiscines (a great number of which were 
in the neighbourhood of the fort) to* 
wards repairing it. Oiu* fire continued 
to be well directed, and considerably 
annoyed them. The 27th, a man was 
discovered near Catalan bay, by the 
guard at Middle-hill. A party of l&e 
navy immediately went round, and 
took him up. He proved to be a de- 
serter from the 72nd regiment; but the 
wretch was so famished with hunger, 
and so bruised in getting down the 
rock, that his life was £spaired of. 
The 28th, the enemy capped two mer- 
lons of Fort Barbara. Their parties 
were very diligent in making gabions 
and fiiscines ; the former, we imaeined, 
were removed, as they were finished, 
to the lines and advanced works, as we 
had observed several behind the fourth 
and fifth branches of the approach. 
This circumstance, with their unusual 
activity in completing others, confirmed 
oar late intelligence, that they intended 
additional batteries near the St Car- 

106*8. 

The firing tnm the garrison now 
exceeded 700 rounds in the 24 hours ; 
and the enemy frequentiy returned 
800, and sometimes more. Our casual- 
ties consequentiy began agtun to be 



prettv frequent amongst our parties, 
which, in a great measure, was owing 
to the want of prudence in the men, 
who were become so habituated to the 
enemy's fire as scarcely to regard their 
shot ; and in fiu^ if a shell were at 
their feet it was almost necessary for 
the officers to caution them to avoid its 
effects. It was really wonderful to 
behold with what undaunted coolness 
they persisted in their several occupa- 
tions, though exposed to the enemas 
whole artillery : mdeed the generality 
appeared totally callous to every sense 
of danger. 

Both sides continued indefatigable in 
their operations. The enemy finished 
two or three merlons in Fort Barbara, 
erected traverses near the tower, in the 
rear of the new communication, and 
were continually bringing large qnan-" 
tities of fkseines, &c. to &e lines. On' 
the other hand, our engineers caissoned 
the terrace batteries, replaced the sand- 
bags before the merlons of the Queen's 
battery, and had parties daily employed 
in repairs. The dOth, a soldier of the 
72nd lost his legs by a shot fi*om Fort 
Barbara, from which they continned 
occasionally to fire. He bore amputa<^ 
tion with prodigious firmness, but died 
soon after, through the loss of blood, 
previous to his being brought to the 
hospital. This &ct being represented 
to the governor, the seijeants of the 
different regiments were ordered to at- 
tend the hospital, to be tauglA by the 
surgeons how to apply the tourniquets ; 
which was afterwards productive of 
very beneficial consequences. Tourni- 
quets were also distributed to the dif- 
ferent guards, to be at hand in case of 
necessity. 

The enemv for several days had 
made very littie addition to me new 
communication, and the third return 
appeared still unfinished. A party of 
the enemy was however discovered 
frmD. Wilbs's, on the evening of the 
1st of October, working to the west of 
the St Carlos battery ; and they per- 
sisting in their labour, our fire was in- 
creased from the batteries below, which 
brought on a warm return. At day- 
break we observed, at the extremity of 
the new approach, a large epaulment 
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of forty-fiye gabions long, two in height, 
and four or five in breadth. On the 
top were several layers of sand-bags, 
and sand was banked up to protect it 
in front. It was situated within the 
western place tTcarmes of the St Car- 
los's battery, towards the beach, in a 
direction farming a very obtnse angle 
with the front <? the above battery. 
Onr engineers immediately agreed that 
this epaulment was intended for mor- 
tars ; which induced the governor, in 
the course of the 2nd, to order two 
embrasures (masked at the Old mole 
head, to cover the mortars which we 
usually fired into their camp) to be 
opened, and two howitzers to be kept 
in ^ action fix>m thence. At niffht, our 
firing at intervals was so astonishingly 
brisk, that the whole north front, firom 
the rock gun to the Mole head, was 
obscured in smoke. This fire was con- 
tinued, with little intermission, till 
daybreak ; and though the enemy did 
not return it warmly, they made up for 
their silence the succeeding day. Dur- 
ing the 24 hours they discharged 1263 
rounds, and the preceding day 1948 ; 
which to us was a proof that they were 
considerably galled by our fire. 

We had observed, for s(Mne weeks, 
ft party of the enemy erecting a build- 
ing upon an eminence near the stone 
quarry, under the Queen of Spain's 
Chair, which at length turned out to be 
ft signal tower ; but no use was made 
of it till the beginning of this month, 
when we discovered that it was in- 
tended to give information to their 
batteries in the lines when our work- 
ing-parties were going up the hill. On 
their marching up, the morning of the 
Srd, a si^pal was made f^m the tower, 
and their batteries immediately in- 
creased their fire on the heights: on 
their return in the evening, the signal 
was repeated. This practice they con- 
tinued for some time. At night, the 
body of a soldier of the 12th raiment, 
who attempted to swim to the enemy 
from Waterport, was discovered float- 
ing near the Repulse prame. The 
sailors on the watch, imagining some 
large fish had got foul of their cable, 
darted a harpoon into the body, but 
soon found out their mistake. The 



succeeding morning, we observed that 
the enemy had thrown up a cover from 
the eastern shoulder of the new battery 
to the western magazine of the St Car^ 
los's : they also raised a shoulder on the 
western extremity, and erected five tra- 
verses in the rear. 

Our firing, on the 4th, was ordered 
to be diminished ; only Montague's and 
the hill batteries were kept going: few 
shot were now used, as the enemy 
seemed to pay littie attention to them ; 
and we had ocular proofs daily of the 
annoyance from the small shells, which 
immediately made them desist, and get 
under cover. The same day a mutiny 
was discovered on board his Majesty's 
cutter the Speedwell, Lieut Gibson; 
and four of the ringleaders were seized 
and confined. The plan of this con- 
spiracy was to murder the officers of 
the watch, cut the cable, and run away 
with the vessel to Algeziras, where they 
computed she would sell fiir a handsome 
sum, which was to be equally divided 
amongst the people interested, who were 
then to depart for England. Near 
half the crew were concerned ; and the 
same evening, if the wind continued 
favourable, tiie scheme was to have 
been put in execution. Happily one of 
the party (I believe a Spanish deserter) 
confessed m time to render the whole 
abortive. It was somewhat singular 
that Mr. Gibson had been so unfor- 
tunate, when in England, as to have the 
cutter he then commanded run away 
with by the crew into a French port, 
whilst he and his officers were ashore. 

The enem^, on the night of the 4th, 
threw up a hne of casks and sand, ex- 
tending upwards of 60 feet in a paral- 
lel line to the front of St Carlos's. 
Some additions were also made to the 
new battery. The raising of the fbrmer 
work induced many to believe that 
they were come at last to the deter- 
mination of besie^g the garrison in 
form ; and that this, with otiier works 
to be erected, would be the first paral- 
lel of attack. It was a lucky circum- 
stance, in some respects, to have an 
enemy so tardy in their operations. 
Our troops were now accustomed, by 
rix montns' bombardment, to the difr- 
ebarge and effect of heavy artillery 
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their firing had pointed oat our weak 
pkces, which the governor and enei- 
neers had been inde&tigable instrengui- 
eniug, so that the garrison was now 
really in a better state of defence than 
at the commencement of the bombard- 
ment In the nights of tiie 5th and 6th, 
the parallel, as we called the line to tbe 
east, was extended about 100 feet, and 
the new mortar battery raised with 
fascines. Small traverses were also 
made in the rear of the new approach 
from the fourth branch. 

The gun and mortar boats had now 
been absent some time ; probably ow- 
ing to the repairs which the mortar 
boats necessarily demanded. On the 
evening of the 7th thev, however, re- 
newed their visit, much earlier than 
was customary, and staid upwards of 
two hours. Their shot seemed all di- 
rected at our promes, whilst their 
shells, the fuses of which were remark- 
ably dork, were thrown ashore. They 
fired about 300 shot and 23 shells, 
killed one of the 73rd, and wounded 
two of the 12th. We returned 43 
shot, 16 grape, and 279 shells. The 
8th, two mortars were mounted in the 
new mortar battery ; and from the 
pickets marked for the platforms, we 
concluded it would mount eight mor- 
tars. In the afternoon a shell fell into 
a house in town, in which Ensign 
Stephens, of the S9th, was sitdns : 
imagining himself not safe where he 
was, he quitted the room to get to a 
more secure place ; but just as he passed 
the door the shell burst, and a splinter 
mortally wounded him in the reins, and 
another took off his leg. He was con- 
veyed to the hospital, and had sufiered 
amputation before the surgeons dis- 
covered the mortal wound in his body. 
He died about seven o'clock, much re- 
gretted OS a promising young officer. 

The enemy's parties appearing nu- 
merous witbLin the new works, our 
firing firom the garrison was increased 
on t£e 11th, and was as briskly re- 
turned. The governor, however, or- 
dered the artillery to be less profuse 
in future, unless some casualty de- 
manded an additional fire ; ror their 
OSS, he was of opinion, bore no pro- 
irtion to our expenditure. Our small 



shells were also decreasing very fast; 
and the enemy appeared too well 
covered with traverses in the new works 
to ,be much annoyed by them. The 
succeeding day our fire scarcely ex- 
ceeded a hundred rounds ; and the ene- 
my's was equally diminished. 

Their naval force before Gibraltar 
at this time was rather insignificant, 
though perfecUy sufficient for £e block- 
ade. Most of their xebeques had left 
the station, as we imagined, to block 
up Mahon ; and only one line-of-batde 
ship, one fHgate, one xebeque, and two 
bomb-ketches, with the small craft and 
gun-boats, remained in the bay. The 
13th, the governor ordered our lower 
batteries to be silent, in order to prove 
whether the enemy could be diverted 
from firing on the town, as their bat- 
teries, contrary to the usual practice of 
besiegers, seemed to be gmded in a 
great measure by ours ; and the man- 
oeuvre had the desired efifect Their 
parties were now employed chiefly in 
finishing the interior part of the new 
mortar battery. 

The garrison, on the 15th, fired only- 
forty rounds ; and the enen^ did not 
exceed double the number. The night 
of the 18th, they were heard hard at 
work; but this circumstance produced 
no additional fire from us, as our artil- 
lery had been limited to a certain 
quantity since the governor ordered 
me firing to decrease. The subsequent 
morning we observed they had erected 
a battery, of six embrasures, joining 
the second branch of the new com- 
munication, and bearing on Wateiport 
and the town, about 1200 yardi from 
the Grand battery : only four merlons 
app^ired finished; the other three 
were in a rude state, with a number of 
fascines, pickets, and planks lying about 
the worli^ and at the debouchure of the 
fourth branch. The governor, in the 
mominff of the 19th, ordered a warm 
fire on the new battery, which the enemy 
instantiy returned. One of our car- 
casses set fire to the first branch of the 
new approach, and it burnt for some 
time. The following morning we 
found they had removed the sand to 
extinguish the fire, and displao^ 
many of the fascines, which, with other 
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materials, vere lying in a confused 
manner in the vicinity of the breach. 

The night of the 20th, we vere 
Tisited by the gun-boats; but their 
stay vas much shorter than usual, 
owmg to the springing up of a brisk 
easterly wind: one of their shells 
slightly wounded Assistant -en^eer 
Evans. Tbis attack, we imagined, was 
intended to engage our attention from 
the land side, where the enemy were 
heard busily at work ; it had not, how* 
ever, that efiect, as our batteries di- 
rected an additional fire, and continued 
it the whole night At daybreak we 
found they had repaired the breach 
made by the fire, and strengthened the 
merlons of their gun battery with 
gabions and sand heaped up in front. 

The situation of this battery afforded 
a more serious appearance than any 
operations yet undertaken by the ene- 
my. Colonel Tovey, the commandant 
of artillery, therefore recommended to 
the gOTemor to open upon it,- without 
loss of time, from such heavy guns and 
howitzers as might be soon brought to 
bear upon it; assisted, at the same 
time, with some thirteen-inch shells, and 
a few rbdrhot shot from an eighteen- 
pounder or two. The following mom- 
mg \h& enemy had almost completed 
me battery; the governor was there- 
fore induced to comply with the repre- 
sentation of Colonel Tovey, and ordered 
the upper batteries, &c. to be opened 
on the enemy's works, and to continue 
to fire from nis direction. About four 
o'dock in the afternoon of the 22nd 
(a captain and two subalterns, with the 
artillery picket, manning the lower 
batteries) the firing commenced, and 
was continued with unremitting spirit 
and r^;ularity the remainder of the 
evening and nieht. The enemy, in 
return, discharged repeated volleys firom 
their lines ; but to litde purpose. Our 
artillery soon drove them from the 
battery, which firequentiy was set on 
fire by the carcasses, but extinguished. 
On the morning of the 23rd we had 
the mortification to find, that, notwith- 
standing the heavy fire kept up on it in 
the night, five of the embrasures were 
masked witii sand-bags, to enable the 
whole better to resist the effect of our 



shells. The work was nevertheless 
considerably damaged, though not in a 
degree equal to our expense in am- 
munition. The firing at noon was 
therefore ordered to cease, as we had 
expended 1596 shot, 530 shells (most 
of a heavy nature), 10 carcasses, and 
2 light balls. It must appear {dmost 
inci^ble, that a battery at such a dis- 
tance should be able to resist such 
heavy ordnance, without being levelled 
to the ground ; but indeed few works 
were ever erected so strong and com- 
pact. The St Carlos's battery was 
silent the whole time; and from the 
lines they returned 1012 i^ot and 302 
shells. Our loss was not very great ; 
but on the enemy's side, many were 
observed to &11, and several to be 
carried into the lines ; their gallantry, 
we may therefore imagine, cost them 
dear. 

The succeeding night they repaired 
the damage done by our fire, and 
erected two traverses in the rear of the 
gun battery ; it is probable tiiey were 
working also on the platforms; and 
during the two foUowmg nights they 
strengthened it with other additions. 
The 25th the enemy's fire was rather 
singular. In the afternoon, about 
nine, their batteries, for near an hour 
and a half, discharged repeated salvos 
from both cannon and mortars; not 
directing their fire to any particular 
object^ but scattering their shot in every 
direction towards the garrison, and 
bursting the shells principally in the 
air. In the afternoon, about three, this 
mode of firing was repeated, and con- 
tinued nearly the same time. The 
26th, Lieutenant Vicars, of tiie 56th, 
was slightiv wounded in the lines. 

The night of the 29th, a brisk can- 
nonade was heard towards the west; 
and soon after, by the moon, we dis- 
covered a cutter engaging a frigate, a 
zebeque, and several gun-boats. The 
cutter answered a agmd made by the 
i^rilliant at the commencement of the 
action, by which we knew her to be a 
friend. After the engagement had 
continued very warm for a consider^ 
able time, the firing ceased, and she 
was obliged to submit to so superior a 
force. The succeeding night, the Uni- 
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com cutter arrived, and four boats from 
Faro ; the former informed us, that she 
parted company with several cutters 
Dound for Gibraltar. JThe fruit, &c. 
brought in the Portuguese boats, was 
inimediately purchased by the gover- 
nor, for the use of the sick in the 
hospitals ; and some of the crew were 
confined, being suspected to come as 
spies. The 3 1 st, the enemy's engineers 
were observed placing pickets to the 
westward of the six-gun battery ; ap- 
parently with a view of extending that 
work. Since our last attack upon it, 
the firing on both sides was much 
diminished. In the course of the 
month, three men deserted from the 
garrison. 

The night of the 2nd of November, 
the signal was made for the approach 
of the enemy's gun and mortar boats, 
which for some time had not paid us 
the regular visits they formerly did; 
owing, as I have remarked before, to 
the repairs whi<^ the boats must neces- 
sarily demand ; but the Vanguard and 
Repulse prames firing several shot, they 
retired. The 3rd, &e Fortune prame, 
mounting five twenty -six pounders, 
was towed out, and moored to the 
southward of the Vanguard. The 
next day, about seven in the evening, 
13 gun and 6 mortar boats fired briskly 
upon the garrison, seconded by the 
lines ; th^ stayed near an hour and a 
half, and threw a vast number of shells ; 
but few were directed towards our 
camp. Lieutenant John Frazer, of the 
73r(£ had his leg shot off on Monta- 
gue's bastion ; and Lieutenant Edgar, 
of the 56th, was wounded with sjSin- 
ters of stones. Two of the 58th and 
7drd were likewise wounded. The 
enemy continued, on the 6th and 7th, 
to make some few alterations, and col- 
lect fascines, gabions, and other mate- 
rials at their lines, and various parts 
of the approaches. The parallel they 
also stren^ened; but the six-g[un 
battery still remained masked with 
sand-bags. . 

As it appeared of greater conse- 
quence, at this period, to annoy the 
enemy from the Queen's battery at the 
Old mole head, which formed an excel- 
lent cross-fire with the other batteries, 



than to fire into their camp, the mor^ 
tars used for the latter purpose were 
removed, and the masked embrasures 
at the extremity, with two others ad- 
joining, were ordered to be opened, 
and so altered as to admit of four 
howitzers bearing on the new battery. 
During the night of the 11th, the 
enemy erected an additional battery of 
six embrasures, westward of the other, 
where the pickets were observed at the 
close of last month. This work was 
retired a few yards, but joined the ex- 
tremity of the shoulder of the old bat- 
tery, and extended almost in the same 
direction towards the beach. It ap- 
peared very strong, and seemed to be 
intended against the Old mole head 
and Waterport. 

During &e night of the 12th, many 
signals were made in the Gut and 
along the coast In the morning we 
observed a cutter standing for the bay : a 
xebeque and three gnn-£)ats attempted 
to intercept her, but she got in without 
firing a gun. She was cidled the PhcB- 
nix, and was laden, on government ac- 
count, with ordnance stores. Colonel 
Ross, who had left the garrison some 
months before, was a passenger, and 
returned to tsJse the command of his 
regiment, the 72nd, or Royal Manches- 
ter Volunteers. The lieutenant who 
commanded the cutter, informed us 
that he parted company with two 
others, destined for the garrison, oa 
the 1 1th; at which time one of them 
was engaged with two of the enemy's 
cruisers. In the afternoon some sig- 
nals were made at Algeziras; and a 
cutter was observed standing in for 
the bay, chased by a frigate ; whence 
we consequently concluded it must be 
one of the two mentioned by the Phoe- 
nix. At this time several gun-boats 
were cruising off Cabrita Point and at 
the entrance of the bay, waiting to in- 
tercept her. In the Straits the wind 
was W., but N. W. in the bay, and not 
very strong. About six in the evening 
she came up with the gun-boats and an 
armed xebeque : a smart enga^ment 
immediately commenced. Whilst she 
was retarded b v these, a second division 
of gun-boats m)m Algeziras cut her 
off from the garrison ; and the frigate 
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coming up, after a most Yigorous and 
resolute resistance, she struck. When 
she first appeared, six barges were or- 
dered from our frigates to assist her, 
and a signal was hoisted on board the 
Brilliant, which she answered. The 
boats rowed out a considerable way, 
and, the. cTening being dark, found 
themselves amongst the enemy's gun- 
boats, from whom, with some difficulty, 
they extricated themselves. The sub- 
sequent morning we had the mortifi- 
cation to see the cutter towed into Al- 
seziras by five gun-boats, with colours 
lying, and other marks of exultation 
and triumph. 

The enemy about this time adopted 
the mode of cutting the fuses of dieir 
shells, so that most of them which 
were fired for a long range burst in the 
air. They continued their practice of 
making signals at the tower above the 
Quarry, whenever our parties were as- 
sembled, or appeared at work: and 
the shot were in general better directed 
than before; but their effects against 
the works were considerably weakened 
by pieces of junk hung over the mer- 
lons of the batteries. Our workmen 
were chiefly employed at Willis's, in 
repairing the Tower battery, &c., and 
at the Old mole. Other detachments 
were also engaged in various duties on 
the north front The night of the 
15th, the enemy lengthened the paral- 
lel considerably, and, the succeeding 
night, made further additions. In the 
forenoon of the 16tb, a long-ranged 
shell, from the St. Carlos's battery, 
burst in the air over Hardy Town, and 
a splinter of it flew into the sea, be- 
yond Buena Vista, a distance of more 
than three miles. Another shell fell, 
in the course of the morning, at the 
foot of a wine-house, south of the bar- 
racks ; and several burst high in the 
air over South shed. We attributed 
these uncommon long ranges to the 
force of the wind, which, blowing in 
the same direction in which the shells 
were thrown, undoubtedly increased 
their velocity. Mr. Tinling, assistant- 
engineer, was wounded the same day 
at Willis's. A boat arrived on the 
18th from Faro : the crew were sepa- 
rately examined) before they were per- 



mitted the liberty of the garrison. 
The patron of this boat informed us, 
that seven cutters, destined for Gib- 
raltar, had been taken by the Spa- 
niards. 

Two deserters came in, about seven 
in the evening of the 20th ; one a cor- 
poral, the other a private in the Walon 
guards. The former appeared to be 
very intelligent, and informed us of 
many circumstances with which we 
were not before acquainted. The new 
mortar battery, he said, was called St. 
Paschal's ; and corroborated our intel- 
ligence^ that it mounted two mortars 
and six elevated guns. The two six- 
gun batteries were named St Martin's. 
He further acquainted us, that the 
camp was principally composed of mi- 
litia re^ments: that the men were 
much dissatisfied with their situation^ 
and greatly harassed in raising the ad- 
ditional batteries: that they had suf- 
fered lately very severe losses from our 
fire ; particularly instancing the 22iid 
and 23rd of the preceding month, when 
7 officers and 80 men were killed and 
wounded. One of the latter was an 
engineer of rank, who died three days 
afterwards. We had remarked, in the 
course of the above firing, an officer to 
be particularly active, which we now 
found to be this engineer : he braved, 
for a considerable time, the dangers of 
the day, but at length fell, and was 
carried off. This deserter gave the 
governor further information, respect- 
ing the strength and arrangement of 
their guards; and the next morning 
was conducted to Willis's, where he 
described to him various parts of the 
enemy's works and camp. It had al- 
ways been customary for the governor 
to detain the deserters at the convent 
a few days, till he was sufficiently in- 
formed of every particular ; but these 
he immured so close, that, excepting 
some general information, the garrison 
had an opportunity of learning but 
few circumstances, till an event took 
place, which will presently be related. 

The firing from both sides varied as 
objects offered. Many of the enemy's 
shells ranged as far as the South bar- 
racks ; and others, agreeably to their 
newly-adopted plan, burst in the air 
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The morning of the 22nd, a soldier of 
the 58th regiment, who had heen missing 
seTeial days, was seen to go into Fort 
Barbara, from behind the rock. The 
following day the enemy mounted gnns 
in the St. Martin's battery ; and a party 
was employed in completing the six 
eastern embrasures, which were now 
unmasked. We kept upon them our 
usual fire of small snells from Willis's 
and the upper batteries ; but the lower 
ordnance were nlent In the course 
of the day the goyemor reconnoitred 
the enemy's works ; and it was reported 
that all the batteries were to be again 
opened upon them, as soon as the four 
embrasures for the howitzers, at the 
Old mole head, were completed. 

The night of the 2drd, the besiegers 
added to the parallel a return of cask- 
work to the west: it appeared yery 
slight and trifling. The two succeed- 
ing days, their parties were yery ao- 
tiye in finishing the batteries, which, 
on the 26th, euiibited a perfect and 
formidable appearance. This was 
the crisis which the goyemor con- 
sidered as proper to frustrate all their 
immediate yiews, by destroying these 
stupendous works, the construction of 
which had cost them such immense la- 
bour and expense. By the deserters 
who came in on the 20th instant, he 
was acquainted with the inactiyity 
which preyailed throughout the ene- 
my's camp, and with Sie stren^ of 
their adyanced guards. Lulled into 
security by their superiority of force, 
they neyer suspected the garrison capa- 
ble of attemptmg so bold and hazard- 
ous a coup-de-main. The goyemor, 
howeyer, secretly oonceiyed this im- 
portant design, and neyer imparted his 
intention till the eyening in which it 
was put in execution. 

The gates were no sooner shut, after 
first gun-firing, on the eyening of the 
26th, than he ordered a considerable 
detachment to assemble on the Red 
sands at midnight, with deyils, fire- 
fiiggots, and working implements, to 
make a sortie on the enemy's batteries. 
The general, field, and other officers 
to be employed on this seryice, were 
oonyened in the interim, and &e dis- 
position of attack communicated ; but. 



lest some matters might haye escaped 
him in the multiplici^ of arrangements, 
the goyemor desired eyery person to 
propose, without restraint, whateyer 
would, in his or their opinion, Airther 

Promote the success of the enterprise, 
'he following are the heads of the 
orders issued on this occasion. 

** JEkfening Garriaon Orders. 

" Gibraltar, Noy. 26, 1781. 

** Countersign, Steady. 

"All the grenadiers and light in- 
fimtry of the garrison, and all me men 
of the 12th and Hardenberg's regi- 
ments, officers, and non-commissioned 
officers now on duty, to be immediately 
relieyed, and join their regiments : to 
form a detachment, consisting of the 
12th and Hardeuberg's regiments com- 
plete, the grenadiers and light-infisintry 
of all the other regiments (which are 
to be completed to their full establish- 
ment from the battalion companies) ; 
1 captain, 3 lieutenants, 10 non-com- 
missioned officers, and 100 artillery, 
and 3 en^neers, 7 officers, and 12 
non-commissioned officers oyerseers, 
with 160 workmen from the line, 
and 40 workmen from the artificer 
company. Each man to haye 36 
rounds of ammunition, with a good 
flint in his piece, and another in his 
pocket No drums to go out, except- 
ing two with each of the regiments. 
No yolunteers will be allowed. The 
whole to be commanded by Brigadier- 
General Ross ; and to assemble on the 
Red sands at twelye o'clock this night, 
to make a sortie upon the enemy's bat- 
teries. The 39th and 58th regiments 
to parade at the same hour on the Grand 

Sarade, under the command of Briga- 
ier-General Picton, to sustain the 
sortie if necessary," 

These were the principal orders for 
forming the detachment At midnight 
the whole were assembled, and bemg 
joined by 100 sailors, commanded by 
Lieuts. Muckle and Campbell, R.N., 
the detachment was diyided into lliree 
columns, agreeably to the following 
disposition. 



4 



1 781.] 



SIEGE OP GIBRALTAR. 



96 



Lt(ft Column, 
Lieut.-Col. Trigge. 



o. t, d, r. iff. 



72lid grenadiers 4 5 

79Dd It. infantry 4 5 
Sailors,witli an ) » 
engineer. ..3^ 

ArtiUety .... 1 40 

12th regiment 26 98 2 

68th It. infantry 3 3 



101 
JOl 



Centre Column, 
Lieat-Col. Dachf^nhauaen 
and Major Maxwell. 
The Reserve. 



3 100 

4 35 
430 

67 



o, 
3 
3 

4 
4 



39th grenadiers 
39th It. infiintry 
73rd grenadiers 
73rd It. infantry 
Engineer with) g 
workmen . . j 

Artillery 2 

56th grenadier 3 
58th grenadiers 3 



3 57 

3 67 
5 101 
5 lUl 

14 150 

4 40 
3 ft7 
3 57 



lUght Column, 
Iieut.-Cul. Hugo. 



o. *. d.r.ttf. 



41 48 2 824 



28 40 620 



La Motte's gre- > » » .. 
nadiers ) ^ ® 



71 



Engineer withf . « « .^ 

workmen...}^ ^® ^ 

Artillery .... 1 2 85 

«^^''} 16 34 2 296 

56th Ik infantry 3 3 57 

30 59 2 570 



In these columns, Brigadier Ross, and several officers who accompanied him 
as aides-de-camp, are not included, which will explain the difference between 
them and the annexed summary of the whole force of the garrison at this tune. 









i i 5 «• 



9 



^PU 



* -^ 



5|S 



a 

6 



I 



Total out with the sortie 1 3 3 26 

Sick in hosfiital 00 1 

Remaining in garrison . 6 5 a 46 71 31 3 



A 1QU J Exclnsiye of the sailors 

* ^''**l ftom the ftigates. 

0000986 557 ^ 

7 8 9 14 266 181 2531 



•J pa o <o^ S oQ 
60 14 
1 1 



3 2 147 



Total strength of the^ 
garrison before the > 6 8 8 79 132 46 3 10 8 9 16 441 191 5002 ToUl strength. 5932. 
sortie. •• ,} 



The detachment being formed in 
three lines, the right column in the 
rear, and the left in the front, tools for 
demolishing the works were delivered 
to the workmen, and the following di- 
rections for their destination communi- 
cated to the principal officers. 

''The right column to lead and 
march through Forbes's barrier, for the 
extremity of the parallel ; keeping the 
eastern fences of the gardens close on 
their left The centre immediately to 
follow, marching through Bay-side bar- 
rier, and directing their route through 
the gardens for the mortar batteries. 
The left column to bring up the rear, 
marching along the strand for the gun 
batteries. No person to advance berore 
the front, unless ordered by the officer 
commanding the column: and the 
most profound silence to be observed, 
as the success of the enterprise may de- 
pend thereon. The 12th and Harden- 
berg's regiments to form in front of the 
works, as sustaining corps ; and are to 
detach to the right and left, as occasion 



may require. The reserve to take 
post in the fiirthest gardens. When 
the works are carrieo, the attacking 
troops are to take up their ground in 
the following manner. The grenadiers 
of Reden's and La Motte's behind the 
parallel ; the 39th and 7drd flank com- 
panies along the fh>nt of the fourth 
branch ; and the 72nd grenadiers and 
light infontry with their right to the 
fourth branch, and left to the beach." 

By the time the destination of the 
columns was made known to the differ- 
ent officers, and other arrangements had 
taken place, the morning of the 27th 
was far advanced; and as the moon 
had then nearly finished her nightiy 
course, the detachment, about a quarter 
before three o'clock, began its march, 
by files fh)m the right of the rear line 
for the attack. Although nothing 
could exceed the silence and attention 
of the troops, the enemy's advanced 
sentries discovered the right oohimn 
before they passed Forbes's barrier, 
and after chaUenging, fired upon them. 
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Lieat.-Col. Hugo, finding they were 
alarmed, immediately formed the at- 
tacking corps, and pushed on at a brisk 
pace for the extremity of the parallel ; 
there finding no opposition, he took 
possession, and the pioneers began to 
dismantle the works. Part of Harden- 
berg's regiment, which was attached to 
this column, mistook the route of the 
grenadiers, owing to the darimess of 
the morning; and in pursuing their 
own, found themselTes, before they dis- 
covered their error, in front of the St. 
Carios's battery. In this dilemma, no 
other altematlTe offered but pressing 
forwards, which they gallandy did, 
after receiving the enemy's fire. Upon 
mounting the parapet, the enemy pre- 
cipitately retreated, and with great dif- 
ficulty they descended the stupendous 
work, forming with their left to the 
tower. They were thus situated, 
when Lieut-Col. Dachenhausen, at the 
head of the 39th fiank companies, en- 
tered the St Carios's battery, and na- 
turally mistaking them for his oppo- 
nents, fired, and wounded several. Fur- 
ther mischief was however prevented 
by the countersign; and the Hano- 
verians joined the remainder of their 
corps, which now formed en potence, in 
front of the parallel. The 73rd flank 
companies were equally successful in 
their attacks ; and Lieut-CoL Trigge, 
with the grenadiers, and light company 
of the 72nd regiment, carried the gun 
batteries with great gallantry. The 
ardour of the assailants was irresistible. 
The enemy on every side gave way, 
abandoning in an instant, and with the 
utmost precipitation, those works which 
had cost them so much expense, and 
employed so many months to perfect 

When our troops had taken posses- 
sion, the attacking corps formed, agree- 
ably to their orders, to repel any 
attempt which the enemy might make 
to prevent the destruction of tiie works, 
whilst the 12th regiment took post in 
front of the St. Carios's battery, to sus- 
tain the western attack ; and the re- 
serve, under Major Maxwell, drew up 
in .the farther gaa*dens. The exertions 
of the workmen and artillery were 
wonderful. The batteries were«oon in 
1 state for the fire-faggots to operate j 



and the flames spread with astonishing 
rapidity into every part. The column 
of fire and smoke which rolled &om 
the works, beautifully illuminated the 
troops and neighbouring objects, form- 
ing altogether a coup-d'oeil not possible 
to be described. 

In an hour the object of the sortie 
was fully effected; and trains being 
laid to the magazines. Brigadier Boss 
ordered the advanced corps to with- 
draw, and the sustaining regiments to 
cover tiieir retreat : but, by some over- 
sight, the barrier at Forbes's was 
lockeid, after the flank companies had 
returned ; which might have proved of 
serious consequences to Hardenberg's 
regiment, as they were, firom that cir- 
cumstance, under the necessity of fol- 
lowing the 12th regiment through 
Bay-side barrier.* 

Several small quantities of powder 
took fire. whilst the detachment was on 
its retreat ; and just as the rear had got 
within the garrison, the principal ma- 
gazine blew up with a tremendous ex- 
plosion; throwing up vast pieces of 
timber, which, fisdling into the flames, 
added to the general conflagration. 
Although the enemy must have been 
early alarmed, not the smallest effort 
was made to save or avenge their works. 
The fugitives seemed to communicate 
a panic to the whole ; and, instead of 
annoying our troops from the flanking 
forts, Aeir artillery directed a ridicu- 
lous fire towards the town and our 
upper batteries, whence we continued a 
warm and well-served discharge of 
round shot on their forts and barrier. 
Only 2 officers and 16 privates were 
taken prisoners; and little opposition 
being made, very few were killed 
in the works. The piard, from the 
best information, consisted of one cap- 
tain, three sul^tems, and 74 privates, 
including the artillery. 

Thus was this important attack exe- 
cuted beyond the most sanguine expec- 

* It was not a little singular, that these two 
regiments, which at the memorable battle of 
Minden had fought by each other's side, and, 
according to the natural course of events, 
could never expect to meet again, should be 
employed a second time on the same occasion, 
and be the only entire regiments out. 
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tations of every one. The event chal- 
lenges greater admiration, when we 
reflect Siat the batteries were distant 
near three-quarters of a mile from the 
garrison, and only within a few hun- 
dred yards of a besieging enemy's 
lines, mounting 135 pieces of heavy 
artillery. 

The detachment had four privates 
killed ; Lieut. Tweedie, of the 12th 
regiment, with 24 non-commissioned 
and privates, T^ounded ; and one miss- 
ing, supposed to be left wounded on the 
batteries. Of this number, Harden- 
berg's regiment had two killed and 12 
wounded. The ordnance spiked in the 
enemy's works amounted to 10 13-inch 
mortars, and 18 26-pounders. 

General Eliotfs anxiety on the occa- 
sion would not permit him to wait the 
issue within the garrison; but, ac- 
quainting the lieutenant-governor with 
his intention, he accompanied the sortie, 
and expressed the highest approbation 
of their behaviour by the following 
public orders : that " me bravery and 
conduct of the whole detachment, offi- 
cers, sailors, and soldiers, on the glo- 
rious occasion, surpassed his utmost ac- 
knowledgments.^' 

Although the attack was not totally 
exempted from those little derange- 
ments which naturally attend night ex- 
S editions of this nature, yet, to the 
onour of the whole, neither musket, 
working-tool, nor other implem^t, was 
left behmd : a volunteer indeed of the 
7drd regiment lost his kilt in the attack, 
which the governor being acquainted 
with, promised him a substitute in 
return; and not long afterwards pre- 
sented him with a conmiission in an es- 
tablished corps. When our troops en- 
tered the batteries, the written report 
of the commanding officer was found in 
one of the splinter-proofb, which, when 
the guard was relieved, was intended 



to have been sent to the Spanish ge« 
neral. The report expressed, that 
** nothing extraordinary had happened,** 
which, it must be acknowledged, the 
captain had been a little premature in 
writing. 

Before the detachment returned firom 
the neutral ground, Lieut.-Col. Tovey, 
of the artillery, died. He was suc- 
ceeded by Major Lewis in the com- 
mand of that department. 

The night of the 27th, the enemy 
were alarmed with an explosion in the 
ruins of their batteries; and imme- 
diately directed a smart discharge of 
musketry, with round and grape-shot, 
toward the spot We imagined they 
suspected that we had matte a second 
sally, to finish the destruction of what 
remained; and their error probably 
would have continued some time, had 
they not been undeceived by our throw- 
ing a shell amongst the ruins; after 
which thev instantly ceased. By ttte 
number of lights seen in their camp, 
we had reason to conclude that their 
army assembled on the alarm. The 
enemy had not yet thought proper to 
take any measures towaM extinguish- 
ing the flames, but avenged themselves 
by a brisk cannonade upon the town. 
In their camp several men were exe- 
cuted, who probably mi^ht be some of 
the unfortunate actors m the late dis- 
grace. The 30th, their batteries con- 
tinued burning in five diffisrent places : 
when they ceased to smoke, the works 
seemed completely destroyed ; nothing 
but heaps of sand remaining. Five 
dismounted mortars could be seen in 
the St. Carlofi's battery fh)m the sum- 
mit of the rock ; one gun also in St. 
Paschal's, and three in the St Martin's. 
At night we fired several rounds of 
grape at their horse-patroles, which, 
since their late misfortune, appeared 
more numerous than before. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

The Spaniards detennine to rettore their batteries— Establiih several dennsive posts — Repair 
their wurlcs, but are considerably retarded by the garrison— Description of a new invented 
depressing gun-carriage — Gallant behaviour of the Mercury, ordnance-ship — ^The Vernon 
store-ship arrives with several gun-boats, in frames ; also the Cerberus and Apollo frigates, 
with a reinforcement of men — Singular quality of quick sight in two boys belonging to the 
garrison — Spaniards resolve to make a vigorous attack upon Gibraltar, under the command 
of the Due de Crillon — Begin to convert large vessels into battering-ships at Algeziras— 
A party of Corsicans arrive, and offer to act as volunteers in the garrison during the siege 
— Enemy's army reinforced — ^Unfortunate accident in a magazine at Willis's — A strong re- 
inforcement of French troops joins the enemy's army — ^The Due de Crillon assumes the 
command of the combined forces ; and the besiegers* batteries for some time are silent. 



The Spaniards for several days ap- 
peared totally at a loss how to act after 
their recent disgrace. Their batteries 
continued in flames, nor were any at- 
tempts made to extinguish the fire. In 
the beginning of December, however, 
thev seemed as if suddenly roused from 
their reverie; upwards of 1000 men 
were at work making fiiscines, &c., for 
which purpose large quantities of brush- 
wood were collected from the country. 
From .these operations we concluded 
that they were resolved to restore their 
works, when sufficient materials were 
prepared. 

The 1st of December, a flag of truce 
brought letters from the English pri- 
soners lately captured in the cutters 
bound to the garrison. Not a syllable 
was mentioned by the Spanish officer 
of the late transaction; nor did he 
even inquire whether we had taken 
any prisoners. As we had observed 
the enemy to post strong guards in 
the stone guard-houses on the neutral 
ground, particularly in the centre one, 
the governor ordered the artillery to 
endeavour to dislodge them. Answers 
were returned, on the 2nd, to the 
letters brought the preceding day : let- 
ters also were sent from the pnsoners 
taken in the sortie to their friends in 
camp. The Spanish officer, on receiv- 
ing the letters, appeared much sur- 
prised, put them in his pocket, but was 
silent; and the boats parted. One of 



the officers taken prisoner was the 
Baron Von Helmstadt, an ensign in 
the Walon guards, with the raSik of 
captain : the other was Don Vincente 
Freese, a lieutenant of artillery. The 
baron was dangerously wounded in the 
knee, and, not without many intreatieSy 
submitted to amputation. When the 
surgeons first informed him that this 
operation was absolutely unavoidable, 
he resolutely opposed it: amputation, 
he said, very seldom succeeded in 
Spain ; besides, he was then betrothed 
in marriage to a lady, and would rather 
risk his life than present himself before 
her mfih only one leg. The governor, 
being told this determination, immedi- 
ately visited the baron, and used every 
argument to persuade him to comply. 
His mistress, the general said, must 
undoubtedly esteem him the more for 
the honourable wound which he had 
received in the service of his country ; 
and, as to the operation being fatal, he 
might almost assure himself of a cer- 
tain recovery, since, in the many simi- 
lar cases which had occurred in the 
garrison during the siege, our surgeons 
had been generally successful ; and to 
convince him by ocular proof^ or- 
dered several mutilated convalescents 
into the room. This generous atten- 
tion of the governor had a poweHhl 
effect on the baron, who, no longer able 
to resist his importunities, at length 
consented to the operation, 'nieenemy. 
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the night of the 3rd, repaired the dar 
mage done to the Ihird branch of ap- 
proach ; and did some trifling work at 
the foarUi branch. The next day a 
flag of truce fh)m the enemy brought 
letters of thanks from the Spanish 
general, Don Martin Alvarez, and the 
Walon guards, to the governor, for 
the humanity shown to the prisoners 
taken in the batteries. In the boat 
came some poultry for the wounded 
baron ; also clothes and money for the 
officers. Their guards in the lines 
now appeared to be about 800 infantry, 
with 100 artillery; besides 60 or 70 
cavalry for patroles. The governor, 
on the 5th, oraered that ** no officer of 
the line, commanding at a post, should 
interfere in the mode of loading, point- 
ing, or firing the cannon. If at any 
time he judged it necessary to fire 
upon the enemy, he was to point out 
the object to the artillery, and submit 
it to their opinion, whether it was 
practicable or not." The morning of 
the 7th, a cutter appeared fi'om the 
west, and, after an obstinate action with 
the enemy's gun-boats, was obliged to 
strike. In this engagement we ob- 
served that the enemy had made some 
alterations in the construction of their 
boats, which before would not allow 
the guns to be depressed. 

Notwithstanding our fire, the enemy 
seemed determined to establish them- 
selves at the centre stone guard-house, 
round which, on the night of the 7th, 
they made a trench, and also lined 
with flEUMiines part of the fourth branch 
of approach. Our firing continued to 
vary as their operations were more or 
less noticed; in the day we directed 
it principally to parties observed near 
the tower, and at night to the centre 
guard-house; against which they had 
neaped up sand, and continued every 
evening to make other additions. — The 
garrison at ttiis period was so extremely 
sickl V, that a hundred men were cur- 
tail^ from the working parties; and 
tiie officers' servants, witii others who 
usually were exempted from these 
duties, were ordered to assist, to lessen 
the fatigue of their comrades. Near 
700 were at this tLoievon our hospital 



tLoievon 



lists. — The Unicom cutter sailed, in 
the night of the ]2tii, with dispatches 
for England ; and the following even- 
in£» the Phoenix, with duplicates. 

The operations of the enemy seemed 
now entirely defensive. The western 
stone guard-house on the beach was 
unroofed in the same manner as the 
centre guard-house, and strengthened 
witii sand; with a trench dug round 
at some distance in the front We 
imagined that strong guards were sta- 
tioned every night at these posts, to 
protect their remaining works. The 
evening of the 16th, about ten o'clock, 
one of the enemy's advanced sentries, 
near Bayrside, fired his musket; which 
was taken up by others in the gardens, 
and the alarm spread to the lines, and 
thence to the camp. Lights were im- 
mediately observed moving about, and 
the drums beat to arms. After some 
hours' confiision they were calm and 
quiet Their works, particularly the 
St Paschal's battery, continued to 
smoke in several places, on the 18th. 
No ordnance could now be seen in any 
of the batteries : their fire was rather 
smart, but no particular object seemed 
iQ encage their notice. 

Bne^ers Ross and Green were ap- 
pointed, in the orders of the 20th, to 
be major-generals in the army; and 
the next evening General Ross sailed 
in a boat for I^o, on his return to 
England. General Green some time 
afterwards received a letter of service, 
and Lieutenant HoUoway, his brigade- 
major, was appointed his aide-de-camp. 
The same day a flag of truce brought 
over several letters, with money and 
clothes for the prisoners. At night, 
the enemy extended the fourth branch 
in the same direction, toward the 
western stone guard-house; and seve- 
ral pickets were driven, and fascines 
laid in the ruins of the batteries, in 
order to retain the sand, and prevent 
it being washed down by the rains. 
The night of the 2drd they raised an 
epaulment on the top of the centre 
guard-house, and finished the first liiie 
of the new approach from the fourth 
branch. 

Two soldiers of Hardenberg's and 
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the 72nd regiment, on the 25th, at- 
tempted to desert by a rope from 
Mount Misery : the former got down, 
though the rope broke ; which accident 
was the cause of the latter being re- 
taken. A few days after, a sergeant 
of the artificers was ordered to recon- 
noitre the place where this deserter 
descended; and he got down fkr 
enough to discover the unfortunate 
man dashed to pieces at the foot of the 
precipice. The night of the 27th the 
enemy made several additions to the 
centre guard-house. The Baron Von 
Helmstadt being dangerously ill about 
this period (not in consequence of the 
amputation he had undergone, but 
from some inward malady), flags of 
truce were daily passing and repassing 
to inform his friends of his dangerous 
situation. The 28th, the baron died ; 
and the following day his body was 
carried to the New mole, accompanied 
by the grenadiers of the 12th regiment, 
with the usual honours of war, where 
two barges waited to convey it to the 
enemy's camp. The governor, and 
principal officers in the garrison, with 
Don Vincente, attended the ceremony. 
The fowls and other refreshments seat 
by his friends, with the money not used 
by the baron in his sickness, were also 
returned, to the most minute article. 

The enemy, on the night of the 30th, 
added to the trench in front of the centre 
guard-house, which, a few evenings be- 
fore, they had altered from its original 
form. Our engineers the same night 
erected a blind of canvas, &c., in front 
of Princess Anne's battery (Willis's), 
which the engineers afterwards cais- 
soned, when their fire became less 
warm on this new object. Another 
was afterwards placed before the Prin- 
cess Amelia's, for the same purpose. 
The materials with which the works at 
the northward were now repaired, 
were collected from the coal-ships that 
had been run ashore in the New mole 
after Admiral Darby's departure. The 
sides of these vessels were cut up, under 
the direction of the engineers, into large 
solid pieces, of such form and dimen- 
sion as the purpose dictated to which 
they were to be applied. Of these ma- 



terials the batteries at Willis's were at 
this time formed; the angles being 
connected and secured by strong knees 
and bolts having transverse pieces 
within, which were also kneed. When 
the caissons for the merlons were thus 
framed, they were filled in the front 
with layers of junk, and sand-bags be- 
hind. The height of the merlons was 
between ten and eleven feet ; and the 
upper parts were supported by strong 
beams across the embrasures, forming 
hoods (as the engineers called them) over 
the muzzles of tiie cannon : these hoods 
were three feet deep, and extended 
about six feet in length over the em- 
brasures ; by which improvements the 
guns were preserved from being broken 
by the shells in their descent, and the 
artillery-men on duty were well co- 
vered. The solid construction of these 
new works, and the adoption of a simi- 
lar mode in repairing the other defences 
of the garrison, will account, in a great 
measure, for the general casualties of the 
troops not being so numerous as might 
otherwise be expected ; and, to evince 
the permanence of them, no other proof, 
I imagine, need be adduced, than that 
upward of 100 shot-holes have been 
plugged up in the front of one merlon, 
and yet the battery was not materially 
damaged.* 

Two ordnance-ships arrived in the 
course of December. As we are now 
arrived at the close of the year, it may 
not be impertinent to insert a return of 
casuals, from the l^th of April to the 
31st of December, 1781, that the reader 
may have an idea of our general loss 
in that period. 



* When the enemy's proceedings afterwards 
rendered some alterations necessary in the 
works at Willis's, the ship timber was foond 
very useful in further securing the upper bat- 
teries, and in protecting our artillery. The 
height of the parapets permitted the engineers 
to erect splinter-proofs between the guns, of 
curved pieces of timber cut from the bottom 
of a snip, which were olaced against the 
breasts of the merlons, ana made Iwmb-proof 
by layers of sand-bags, which also formed a 
traverae across the battery. By these addi- 
tions the communications between the ord- 
nance were covere^, and the batteries well 
traversed again^'-'/he enemy's eastern en* 
filade-Are^ /» 
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Killed and dead of wounds 


. 3 


10 
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108 


122 


Disabled 


. 2 
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36 


46 


Wounded 


. 13 


22 


6 


359 


400 



The new year's day of 1782 was re- 
markable for an action of gallantry 
which is worthy of being rescued from 
oblivion. An officer of artillery at 
Willis's, observing a shell falling to- 
wards the place where he stood, got be- 
hind a traverse for protection; which 
he had scarcely done, ere it fell into 
the traverse, and instantly entangled 
him in the rubbish : one of the guard, 
named Martin, observing his distress, 
generouslv risked his own life in de- 
fence of his officer, and ran to extri- 
cate him ; but, finding his own efforts 
ineffectual, called for assistance ; when 
another of the guard joining him, they 
relieved the officer from his situation ; 
and almost at the same instant the shell 
burst, and levelled the traverse to the 
ground. Martin was afterwards pro- 
moted, and rewarded by the governor, 
who at the same time told him " he 
should equally have noticed him for 
relieving his comrade." Several simi- 
lar instances of heroism occurred 
during the siege, all of which were 
equally honourable to the garrison. 

The enemy persevered in carrying 
on their works ; the centre guard-house 
now began to assume a regular figure. 
The ditch formed three sides of a hexa- 
gon, extending to the rear in obtuse 
angles with the front ; and the fs^cine 

J>arapet, joining the building, was 
engthened each way. Materi^ con- 
tinued to be daily brought down to the 
lines and advanced works. Their 
workmen were however considerably 
annoyed, in repairing the fourth and 
fifth branches of the approach, ftom the 
Old mole head and Montague's bastion. 
The ship St. Philip's Castle, in govern- 
ment service, arrived on the 4th firom 
Mahon, with dispatches from General 
Murray: on board her came several 
prisoners taken by that general in a 
sally made from Fort St. Philip's. 
The enemy endeavoured to cut her off 
ftom the bay, but could not accom- 



plish it She returned to Minorca on 
the 10th. Since their army had landed 
at Minorca, the enemy's attention to 
the eastward was visibly abated ; nor 
did they make so many signals from the 
tower on the Queen of Spain's Chair 
as had been their custom formerlv. 
The subsequent evening, our prames 
made the signal for the approach of 
the gun-boats : an easterly wind how- 
ever springing up, they threw up their 
rockets, and retired. We could not 
otherwise account for their not firing 
in an easterly wind, than by imagin- 
ing they were apprehensive or some ac- 
cident in their magazines, which, being 
in the stem of tiie boat, might run 
some danger of being blown up by the 
sparks from the discharge of .their ord- 
nance. The night of the 7th, beside 
making additions to the centre guard- 
house, the enemy debouched from the 
fifth branch, and dug a trench about 
fifteen or twenty yards towards the 
east. A court of inquiry, on tlie 8th, 
sat on Antonio Juanico, the spy who 
was discovered in the Faro boat ; and 
some time afterwards he was ordered 
to prepare for execution. The gover- 
nor however at last pardoned him. 

The enemy, about this time, re- 
moved several guns from the camp to 
the lines, taking others back. Most 
of their cannon (we had reason toima^ 
gine for some time past) had been 
greatiy damaged by the firing ; as the 
shot, at periods, were observed not to 
fly witii file same velocity as at first 
The last deserter said they had spoiled 
three sets of guns from the commence- 
ment of the bombardment. In the 
night of the 9th, they raised the epaul- 
ment joining the centre guard-house ; 
and opened four embrasures, two on 
each side of the building. They were 
all masked with fitscines, and appeared 
solely for defence. The night of the 
12th, the enemy formed a trench from 
the debouchure of the fifth branch, to 
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the front of the ruins of the St. Carlos's 
battery, toward the western beach : part 
of it was lined with ftscines. They 
also raised a place d'armes on the east 
fiank of the St. Carlos's battery, joining 
the fifth branch. At night sailed the 
Henry and Mercury ordnance-ships 
to the westward. Don Vinoente Freese 
went passenger in the former for Eng- 
land, with tibe prisoners taken in our 
sortie, and those sent by General Mur- 
raj. About the 14th or' 1 5th, the enemy 
raised another place d'armes on the west 
flank of the St. Carlos's battery, and 
joining the ruins of the St Paschal's 
battery; and the subseauent evening 
strengthened and capped it with fas- 
cines. In the night, signals were made 
in the Gut, and at daybreak two cutters 
appeared at the entrance of the bay ; but 
the wind blowing somewhat norierly, 
and dying away, they were driven to 
leewarid by the current : a fHgate and 
11 gun-boats from Algeziras imme- 
diately ^ve chase, and ^oon after they 
were jomed by a fHgate and xebeque 
from Ceuta. The cutters finding it im- 
possible to make the bay, and observ- 
ing the force of their pursuers, pru- 
dently crowded sail to the eastward. 
In the afternoon some of the gun-boats 
got within range, and a few rounds 
were exchanged ; but the wind fi'eshen- 
inff towards sunset, the cutters evidently 
left the enemy considerably astern. 
When night prevented us from con- 
tinuing our observations, they had in- 
deed gained such a distance, that we 
did not in the least doubt but they 
would escape. 

The enemy had made, for several 
preceding evenings, considerable addi- 
tions to the centre i«doubt ; and on the 
night of the 17th, they raised a work 
embracing each extremity of the fas- 
cine-ditch which was in the front of it : 
this post now appeared finished. They 
likewise raised and threw sand in fh)nt 
of the place d'armes, and brought vast 
quantities of different materials to their 
advanced works. Their firing was not 
at this period remarkable; but as they 
directed their ordnance principallv 
among our working parties on the hill, 
we experienced a i^w casualties. Our 
batteries in return were well served; 



and the fire pointed to all quarters. In 
the morning of the 18th, just after gnu* 
firing, signals were made from the ene- 
my's advanced works, which were re- 
peated to their camp. The batteries at 
the same time kept up a brisk fire, all 
in a low direction. This gave us rea- 
son to think they were apprehensive 
of another sortie : and the following 
morning the four embrasures in the 
centre redoubt were unmasked, and 
animated with four howitzers; and a 
considerable number of troops left the 
lines soon after daybreak : all which 
circumstances served to countenance 
our conjecture. In the evening of the 
20th, the artillery at Willis*s discovered 
a party of the enemy erecting a line of 
communication from the fourth branch 
to the centre redoubt The Old mole 
head and Montague's were immediately 
opened on them in addition to the 
upper batteries ; and we plied them so 
briskly, that the party was obliged to 
retire about midmght, leaving the work, 
as the morning evinced, in great con- 
fusion. The subsequent night, notwith- 
standing our fire, they raised and 
strengthened the new communication. 
In this duty they were well covered by 
a brisk fire from the lines ; and which, 
from the repeated volleys discharged, 
afforded room to thi..k that their work- 
men had suffered materially the night 
before. 

The night of the 23rd they repaired 
the parapet of the St. Carlos's iMittery 
nine fiuscines in height, and began to 
rebuild the magazine in the rear. Great 
quantities of £Eis<dnes, &c. were in and 
about the battery. The succeeding 
afternoon, about four o'clock, the go- 
vernor opened the lower batteries on 
this work, and our fire was exceedingly 
well served for some hours. The car- 
casses several times set fire to the fiis- 
cines, but the enemy as frequently ex- 
tinguished it At first their batteries 
returned our fire sparingly ; but receiv- 
ing a reinforcement of artillery-men 
from the camp, the cannonade became 
warm on both sides. Our lower bat- 
teries ceased in the evening. The next 
day the governor renewed his endea- 
vours to bum these works. The car- 
casses were equally suocessfiil as the 
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preceding day, but their guards and 
workmen soon extinguished the fire. 
The Spanish lines returned the cannon- 
ade with great vivacily, having in the 
twenty-four hours discharged 1045 shot 
and 83 shells : our batteries diminished 
their fire about four in the afternoon. 
The carcasses used by the artillery on 
this occasion were made of the enemy's 
blind shells, in which were perforated 
three large holes, and the cavity filled 
with composition. They were found 
to answer extremely well; some of 
ihem burning fresh a quarter of an hour 
after the enemy had smothered them 
with sand, which was the mode they 
adopted to put them out. 

We observed, on the 27th, four large 
piles of &scines at the eastern extremity 
of the parallel. We were not at all at 
a loss to guess their meaning in placing 
these fascines to the eastward ; as it 
was evident that they wished to draw 
off our attention as much as possible 
from the St. Carlos's battery. The 
manoeuvre did not however answer. 
The following evening, about ten 
o'clock, arrived the two cutters which 
had been pursued by the enemy's cruis- 
ers to the eastward: the largest of 
them, called the Viper, was of 460 tons 
burthen, mounted 28 guns, and was 
esteemed the largest vessel of her kind 
ever built ; the other was the Lively of 
14 guns; both laden with ordnance 
stores. They informed us that the even- 
ing of the day they were chased through 
to the east, several of the gun-boats got 
np and engaged them, but were soon 
beaten off: at length the wind freshen- 
ing, the boats were left astern. The 
breeze, they said, increased to a brisk 
gale, which, as the gun-boats were 
some leagues from land, might greatly 
distress them. This conjecture ap- 
peared confirmed, by none of them 
being observed to have returned to the 
bay. The night of the 28th, the ene- 
mv took down half of the old tower, or 
wmdmill, which they probably thought 
was too conspicuous an object of direc- 
tion for our artillery in the night: they 
added also considerably to the St Car- 
los's battery, and made some alterations 
in the centre redoubt, which they pali- 
saded in the rear, and within it hung a 



barrier gate. The same night, arrived 
the Dartmouth Tartar cutter with 
stores. The night of the 30th, our op- 
ponents were observed very busy to the 
eastward of the centre redoubt We 
instantly opened upon them, and drove 
them from the place. At daybreak we 
found they had traced out a work of 
five sides, with a large opening in the 
rear, and erected before it a screen 
similar to ours at Willis's, but so inju- 
diciously placed, that the workmen be- 
hind were not at all concealed from our 
upper batteries. This work was never 
carried on ; and the screen some time 
afterwards was knocked down, and re- 
moved. Our engineers, of whom little 
has been mentioned for some time, 
were inde&tigable in repairing the 
splinter-proofe, magazines, traverses, 
and communications, along the north 
front, which were damaged by the ene- 
my's fire: the King's, Queen's, and 
Prince's lines had likewise a share in 
their attention. Parties were also en- 
gaged in securing 'and repairing the 
dLcleton traverses, formed of timber 
and sand-bags in front of ^e doors, 
windows, &c., of the powder-magazines 
near the New mole; and deposits of 
flEuscines, sand, and other materials, 
were collected in different parts of the 
garrison. 

In the beginning of February, great 
numbers of mules continued bringing 
fascines, &c. to the enemy's lines ; and, 
by the number of gabions missing from 
their fascine park, it was thought they 
had concealed them in different parts 
of the approaches for new works. The 
St. Carlos's battery appeared nearly 
completed: it consisted of an epaul- 
ment with two shoulders ; five dodging 
traverses were erected in the rear, and 
behind them two larger ones for maga- 
zines : the latter, how'ever, were not of 
the same form as those erected before. 
A gate was also hung at the opening of 
the fifth branch, and the places d'armes, 
on each flank of the battery, seemed 
finished. Part of the parallel joining 
the fifth branch, in extent about 40 
yards, was likewise lined with &scmes, 
and repaired. In this state were their 
works near the tower, when, on the 
night of the 2nd, thi^ restored ihr 
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▼ettem part of the St Martin's battery, 
making only five embrasures to open 
npon tiie town and Waterport. Onr 
firing was pret^ smart at this period ; 
but their artillery did not exceed 
100 or 150 rounds in the twenty-four 
hours. 

In this tedious and uninteresting 
manner afiairs proceeded ; every night 
the besiegers making some trifling ad- 
dition to their advanced works. The 
afternoon of the 7th, one of their shells 
set fire to a magazine-box on the 
Queen's battery (Willis's), in which 
were a few loaded small shells and 
cartridges. These instantly blew up, 
and fired an adjoining gun, but did not 
the smallest injury to the officers, or 
any of the guard, though the former 
were close to it when the accident hap- 
pened. On hearing the explosion, the 
enemy immediately increased their fire, 
and continued it me remainder of the 
evening. The enemy added, on the 
night of the 10th, another embrasure to 
the new battery; and two nights fol- 
lowing, they prolonged the parallel 
about 40 yards to the eastward. Vast 
(Quantities of materials were at this 
tmie scattered in various parts of their 
works. 

The afternoon of the 15th, some 
practice was made from a gun mounted 
upon a new-constructed depressing car- 
nage, the invention of Lieutenant Koeh- 
ler, of the Royal Artillery, which was 
highly approved of by ike governor and 
other officers present. The*gun was 
fixed in a bed of timber, the under side 
of which was a plane parallel to the 
axis of the piece : from this bed, imme- 
diately under the centre of gravity, pro- 
jected a spindle eight inches m diuneter. 
This spindle passed through a groove 
formed for its reception in a pla^, the 
upper side of whil(h was also a plane : 
upon this under-piece the bed and gun 
recoiled, being attached to it by a key 
passing through the spindle. The bed 
and gun by these means were at liberty 
to move round upon the axis of the 
n>indle, and when fired, slided upon 
the under plank in the line directed by 
the groove. The under-piece was then 
connected, by a strong lunge in front, 
U> two cheeks of a common garrison 



carnage, cut down to be little hieher 
than the trucks. The gun could be 
laid to any degree of depression under 
20 degrees, by a common quoin resting 
upon the cheeks of the carriage ; but 
when greater depression was necessaiy, 
two upright timbers, with indented 
steps, were fixed to the cheeks; by 
which, with the assistance of a mov- 
able plank, to slide in upon the steps, 
and a quoin, the back part of the plauk, 
upon which the gun slided, was elevated 
at pleasure by iron pins in the uprights ; 
and the gun depressed to any angle 
above 20 and under 70 degrees. 

Many advantages, beside that of 
immediate depression, resulted to the 
artillery firom this invention. The car- 
riage, when the gun was depressed, 
seldom moved; the gun sliding upon 
the plank to which the bed was attached 
by the spindle, and returning to its 
former place with the most trifling 
assistance. When the shot was dis- 
charged, and the bed with the gun had 
recoiled to the extremity of the groove, 
the matross, by turning round the gun 
to lie horizontally across the carriage 
(which was done with the greatest 
fiicility), was also enabled to load 
under cover of the merlon, unexposed 
to the enemy's fire, and avoided the 
difficulty of rammine the shot upwards. 
It equally allowed me gun to be fired 
at point blank; and (by turning the 
muzzle to the back part of the carriage) 
at every elevation, to 45 degrees, but in 
that state did not particularly excel. 
As to the accuracy of the depressing 
shot, no farther proof need be adduced, 
than that, out of 30 rounds, 28 shot 
took place in one traverse in the St. 
Carlos's battery, at the distance of near 
1400 yards. 

. A polacre had arrived on the 15th ; 
and on the 17th, came in the Flying- 
fish cutter, with ordnance stores: the 
latter was opposed, and engaged in the 
bay by a frigate, a xebeque, and three 
gun-boats ; but got in, by perseverance 
and superior skill, without a single 
man killed or wounded. At night, a 
party of the enemy was discovered at 
the eastern extremity of the parallel ; 
and a brisk fire was immediately 
pointed to the spot At daybreak, m 
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remarked tbey had traced out with fas- 
cines a work (of iive sides, leaving the 
gorge open) at the west return from 
the parallel. It appeared to be for 
another redoubt About the morning 
gun-fire, a brig was hailed from Europa, 
and answered, ** from Cork :'' finding she 
was a friend, the captain was dir^ted 
to anchor at the Mole ; but, imagining 
the ships, as before the war, remained 
at Waterport, he passed our prames, 
and did not discover his error till he 
had gone too far to return: he was 
consequently obliged to put about, and 
the vessel grounded at the back of the 
Old mole. When the enemy observed 
her in the morning, the Black battery 
and Fort St. Philip directed a smart 
fire upon her ; but, though it was con- 
tinued the whole day, not a shot struck 
the hull. Captain Curtis brought away 
the crew, and at night went with seve- 
ral boats, and cut away her masts: 
part of her cargo was also removed; 
but the greater portion of it was da- 
maged by the sea-water. In the even- 
ing, Waterport guard was reinforced 
with a picket. 

The enemy, on the night of the 18th, 
added five embrasures to the gun bat- 
tery, and left a space, seemingly for 
two others. This addition made it 
appear as if ihey intended the whole 
for one battery, which before was di- 
vided into two. Great quantities of 
materials were dispersed in various 
parts of their works, and brushwood 
continued to be brought into their camp 
from the country. The succeeding 
night they erected an epaulment of 
39 casks long, faced with fascines, 
within the hexagon figure, at the ex- 
tremity of the parallel. The front 
work was also raised, and a ditch, ex- 
tending along the front of the parallel 
to the east fiank of the St. Carlos's, 
lined with ^Eiscines. They worked also 
on the platforms of the new battery. 
The morning of the 20th, 10 gun-boats 
returned to Algeziras from the east: 
the^ were supposed to be the same 
which had chased the Viper and Lively 
cutters. Intelligence from Portugal 
mentioned that several of them luul 
been lost in the gale which sprung up 
the same evening : we were rather dis- 



appointed therefore to see so many 
return. In the evening the Viper, 
Lively, and Dartmouth Tartar cutters, 
sailed for England. About the time of 
their departure, a traverse in the St. 
Carlos's was set on fire by our artillery, 
which produced a smart cannonade for 
some hours. The succeeding day, an- 
other traverse was set on fire, and 
burnt for some time. The enemy 
always behaved with ^at spirit on 
these occasions. The night of the 21st 
they completed their gun battery, which 
now presented to us* 13 embrasures: 
they likewise repaired the damage done 
by the fire. 

About noon on tl}e 23rd, several sig- 
nals were made at Cabrita Point, which 
brought out a frigate and a xebeque 
from Algeziras. Soon afrer, we ob- 
served a vessel standing into the bay 
with a flowing sail. The xebeque 
passed her astern ; but the frigate bore 
down, and appeared as if she intended 
to board. The vessel, however, in 
coming abreast, threw in so well- 
directed a broadside, that the Spaniard 
was greatly confused, and fell astern. 
The frigate afterwards wore, and re- 
turned Sie salute; but the vessel was 
at such a distance that no damage was 
received. On her arrival at the New 
mole, to our surprise we found her to 
be tlie Mercury ordnance-ship, which 
had left the bay in January, and, as 
we ima^ned, was bound to England. 
Several inhabitants, supposing the same, 
had taken their passage on board her 
for England ; and never discovered 
their mistake, till, to their great morti- 
fication, they found, on their entrance 
into the Straits, the unpleasant shores 
of Spain and Barbary*, instead of the 
exhilarating coast of Britain. Captain 
Heington, who commanded her, on 
leaving the garrison, had secret ordera 
to put into Lisbon, where he was to 
take in a cargo of various articles, and 
return, which orders he had directions 
not to divulge to any pei-son, lest the 
enemy, by their emissaries, should get 
information of the plan, and waylay 
him in his voyage back. He accord- 
ingly put into Lisbon, and took in his 
cargo of wine and fruit When every- 
thing was completed, he pretended 
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some further business would still delay 
him, and pressed the passengers to 
embrace the opportunity of the packet, 
and sul for Eugland. They however 
approved of their accommodation too 
well to remove ; and Captain Heinffton 
was reluctantly obliged to bring them 
back to the garrison. The governor 
did not suffer the gallant conduct of 
Captain Heington to pass unrewarded, 
but generously presented him with a 
handsome douceur, and strongly re- 
commended him to the Admiralty for 
promotions which accordingly suc- 
ceeded. On the afternoon in which 
the Mercury arrived, the enemy fired a 
grand feu-de-joie in camp, commencing 
with a salute fk'om the lines. Thev 
repeated the fire a fourth time ; which 
led us to imagine they had gained some 
advantage at Minorca; and we after- 
wards found that our apprehensions 
had been too well founded. 

The enemy's ships in the bav were 
reinforced on the 24th and 25th with 
a frieate, four or five xebeques, and se- 
veral armed settees : part of which pro- 
bably had been employed to block up 
the port of Mahon. The morning of 
the 25th, arrived the St. Ann, ordnance- 
ship, with a supply of powder, and two 
ffun-boats, on- a new construction, m 
frames. We were informed by her 
that the Vernon store-ship, under con- 
voy of a frigate, was on her passage for 
Gibraltar, with ten other gun-boats on 
board. The following morning we ob- 
served the enemy had entirelv new- 
faced the eastern epaulment, and raised 
it to the height of eight fascines. They 
also worked on the magazine of the St 
Martin's battery, and debouched from 
the centre of the parallel, throwing up 
a trifling line extending towards the 
south-west. The 27th, four rows of 
ten tents each were pitched in the rear 
of the Catalonian camp. We imagined 
they were occupied by the artillery 
cadets. At night the enemy added se- 
veral traverses to their thirteen-gun bat- 
tery. Beside the arrivals already noted, 
three other vessels and several boats 
came in in the course of the month. 

The '1st of March a flag of truce 
went to the enemy, in answer to one 
torn them some days before. The 



Spanish officer who received the packet 
informed us that Fort St Philip, in 
Minorca, had surrendered on the 5th of 
February. The succeeding day, a car- 
cass set -fire to the enemy's thirteen-gun 
battei:y, which continued blazing for 
two hours. On their attempting to ex- 
tinguish the fire, we pli^ them so 
briskly, that several were killed and 
most of them driven from their work; 
but their usual gallantry at last pre- 
vailed. At night they raised a place 
d'armes at the western extremity of the 
thirteen-gun battery. These defensive 
works demonstrated that they were de- 
termined to provide as much as possible 
a^inst another sortie. The following 
night they repaired the damage done 
by the fire The carpenters of the 
navy, on the 4th, laid the keel of one of 
the new gun-boats. The 6th, six rows 
of tents, ten in each row, were pitched 
in the rear of the second line of the 
enemy's camp, near the horse-barrack. 
A large party was also employed in 
making a road fh)m the beach to the 
barrack, and others were engaged in 
landing shells and difierent onhiance. 
These, with other appearances, bespoke 
a determined resolution to prosecute 
the siege. Our governor, on the other 
hand, with unwearied attention em- 
ployed the garrison in repairing, and 
putting in &e best order of defence, 
the upper batteries, and other works 
which had suffered from the continued 
bombardment of the enemy. The bridge 
in the ditch at Landport was likewise 
pulled down, and other alterations took 
place in that quarter. The enemy, on 
the 8th, raised one &ce of the eastern 
redoubt several fieuscines in height; and 
from the noise heard the preceding 
night, we imagined they also finished 
platforms in their batteries. The day 
following, Lieutenant Cuppage, of tlie 
Royal Artillery, was dangerously 
wounded on the Royal battery, from a 
splinter of a small shell, which burst 
immediately after being discharged 
from the rock gun above and in the 
rear of the Royal battery: this was the 
second accident of the same nature. 
The 11th a frigate and xebeque passed 
to the west, with six top-sail vessels, 
supposed to be part of the late Minorcs 
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garrison. The night of the 13th thie 
enemy traced oat a work within the 
western place d'armes of the St Carlos's 
battery, apparently with an intention of 
extending the epaulment. The firing 
on both ^des was now considerably in- 
creased ; that from the enemy amounted 
on an average to about 300 rounds in 
the twenty-four hours. 

The operations of the besiegers still 
continued tedious. On the 1 6th they 
palisaded the gorge of the centre re- 
doubt, and on the 18th began to pitch 
a new camp near the grand magazine 
on the beach. At ni«it they erected 
the epaulment of St. Paschal's mortar 
battery, and raised three traverses in 
^e rear. Lieutenant White, of the 
56th, was slightly wounded on the 16th. 
On the night of the 20th the St. Pas- 
chal's battery was raised three fiiscines. 
At night the wind blew so strong a 
gale, that ihe new windmill, on Wind- 
mill-hill, took fire from the violence of 
the friction, and was burnt to the 
ground. The 22nd the enemy made 
some trifling additions, and fixed a 
barrier-gate at the extremity of the 
fourth branch of approach. The sub- 
sequent evening, a little before mid- 
night, we were gratified with the safe 
arrival of the Vernon store-ship, having 
on board the remaining ten gun-boats 
and other materials for the garrison. 
Some hours after, the Cerberus and 
Apollo frigates. Captains Mann and 
Hamilton, with four transports, having 
the 97th regiment on board, anchored 
onder our guns. 

The Vernon's arrival may be consi- 
dered as truly fortunate, since no less 
than thirty Spanish men-of-war of dif- 
ferent force were out purposely to in- 
tercept her and the Success frigate, Cap- 
tain Pole, her convoy. Some leagues 
to the westward of the Straits they fell 
in with a forty-gun fri^te, which had 
left our (blockade) station, and was one 
of the above-mentioned cruisers. A 
warm action consequentiy commenced; 
but the Spaniard, finding the Vernon 
well armed, and that she boldly bore 
down to support the Success, after an 
engagement of several glasses, in which 
the Vernon had a considerable share, 
tiionght proper to submit. On board 



the prize were found papers describing 
the Vernon to the most minute part of 
her rigging, at the same time mention- 
ing the officers' names who were pas- 
sengers, and every particular article of 
her cargo ; and from the prisoners we 
learned the number of ships which 
were cruising to intercept her. Cap- 
tain Pole afterwards burned the Santa 
Catalina, and separated from the Ver- 
non on the appearance of the Cerberus 
with her convoy, which he mistook for 
the enemy's cniisers. The Vernon 
therefore proceeded alone for the gar- 
rison, and, at the entrance of the Straits, 
in the evening, fell m with, and indeed 
was surrounded by, the enemy's ships ; 
but, hap]^ilv, the sky prognosticating a 
rough night, and she tacking at the 
same time they did, they supposed her 
a friend, and stood in for the high land; 
and at dusk she altered her course, and 
was soon safe in her destined port. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Gledstanes, of the 
72nd regiment, and other ofiicers, came 
in her as passengers, with recruits for 
the different regiments in the garrison. 
The next day the 97th regiment, com- 
manded by Colonel Stanton, disem- 
barked 700 complete, and were imme- 
diately quartered in Scud-hill and Rosia 
barracks. This regiment soon after 
became very sickly, and, though they 
were attended to with the greatest care 
by the governor and officers, in a few 
months many of them died, and the 
rest were of littie assistance to the gar- 
rison before September. 

The enemy, on the night of the 24th, 
were discovered, from Willis's, at work 
in the front of the epaulment, at the 
eastern extremity of the parallel; a 
few rounds of grape, however, quickly' 
drove them under cover: they made 
several attempts to proceed, but were 
as constantiy obliged to retire. The 
succeeding morning we observed they 
had employed parties in other parts of 
their works. The communication to 
the centre redoubt was raised, many 
traverses were erected behind the fourth 
approach, and a considerable quantity 
of fascines and other materials brought 
down to their works. In the forenoon 
of the 25th, the Spanish officers belong- 
ing to the Santa Catalina, who wex« 
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brought to the garrison in the Vernon, 
were sent by a flag of truce into Spain 
on their parole. In the course of the 
day a shot came through one of the 
capped embrasures on Princess Amelia's 
battery (Willis's), took oflF the legs of 
two men belonging to the 72nd and 
7drd regiments, one leg of a soldier of 
the 73ra, and wounded another man in 
both legs ; thus four men had seven 
legs taken off and wounded . by one 
shot. The boy, who was usually sta- 
tioned on the works where a large party 
was employed to inform the men when 
the enemy's fire was directed to that 
place, had been reproving them for 
their carelessness in not attending to 
him, and had just turned his head to- 
ward the enemy, when he observed this 
shot, and instantly called for them to 
take care; his caution was, however, 
too late ; the shot entered the embra- 
sure, and had the above-recited fatal 
effect It is somewhat singular that 
this boy should be possessed of such 
uncommon quickness of sight as to see 
the enemy's shot almost immediately 
after they quitted the guns. He was 
not, however, the only one in the gar- 
rison possessing this qualification ; an- 
other boy of about the same age was as 
celebrated, if not his superior. Both 
of them belonged to the Artificer com- 
pany, and were constantly placed on 
some part of the works to observe the 
enemy's fire; their names were Richard- 
son and Brand ; the former was reputed 
to have the best eye.* 

The night of Uie 26th, the enemy 
extended their parallel in a continued 
direction with the old work about one 
hundred yards, with casks and fascines, 
banked up with sand in front. The 
succeeding evening, we perceived seve- 

• These boys were afterwards patronized by 
some officers of their corps, and, being found 
quick and very intelligent, were placed in the 
engineer's drawing-room, and eventually ob- 
tained commissions in the corps of engineers. 
One of the works of these young men, while 

Jursuing their studies at Woolwicli, was to 
nish the large model of the Rock of Gibraltar, 
which formerly stood in the model-room there, 
and was much admired for beauty of execution 
and minute correctness. It was destroyed in 
the Are by which that building was consumed. 
Richardson and Brand both died of yellow 
fever in the West Indies. 



ral guns in the St Martin's battery; 
and it was imagined, that ordnance 
were brought forward for the other 
batteries. The night of the 26th, they 
began merlons for six embrasures in 
the eastern redoubt, two in each &ce 
opening on the Devil's Tower, Lint's, 
and Old mole: they also lengthened 
the parallel, and strengthened that part 
which was raised the preceding night 
The 28th, they scaled several guns and 
mortars in the advanced batteries ; and 
the following dav, we concluded, they 
mounted all their ordnance, as their 
working parties gave a general huzza, 
and then withdrew for the day. 

Our opponents at this time scarcely 
expended more than 200 rounds in the 
24 hours ; but we frequently saluted 
them with double that number in that 
period. The night of the 28th and 
29th, the enemy lined with fascines 
the prolongation of the parallel, and 
erected five traverses in the eastern re- 
doubt Their batteries near the tower 
now appeared to be completed; the 
fourth month being just expired since 
they had been destroyed. The 3 let, 
being a grand festival, our batteries 
were double manned, expecting the 
besiegers would open their advanced 
batteries ; but not firing, the reinforce- 
ment was remanded at noon. In the 
evening, about six o'clock, a shell set 
fire to the flank of the eastern redoubt, 
and, the flame being assisted with a 
brisk discharge, burned rapidly for 
some hours : at last, however, the 
enemy extinguished it The succeed- 
ing morning, we perceived that theT 
had covered with sand the part whicn 
had taken fire, and a number of fascines 
were lying in great coniiision about 
the work. The same night, a boat 
came in from Portugal with sheep, 
oranges, lemons, and fowls : two others 
also arrived in the course of the month. 

On the evening of the 1st of April, 
a soldier of the 39th regiment deserted 
from Landport : several hundred rounds 
of musketry and grape were discharged 
at him, some of which it is imagined 
took effect, as he dropped just before 
he got to the St Carlos's battery, and 
was carried into the work by seven of 
the guard. At dusk, a volunteer of 
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Arragon came over to us : he brought 
his arms and some necessaries, which, 
with other circumstances, occasioned a 
suspicion of his being a spy. He re- 
ported that the enemy had sufiPered 
considerably in restoring their batte- 
ries; upward of 400 being killed, and 
nearly as many more wounded. The 
eastern redoubt, he informed us, was 
called the Mahon battery. The enemy, 
on the 2nd, began to pitch tents in rear 
of the Walon guards : they were af- 
terw^Eirds increa^ to six double rows, 
capable of quartering a battalion of 
infantry. 

As grates for heating shot were dis- 
tributed on the different northern bat- 
teries in the be^nning of this month, 
we imagined the goyemor intended 
applying red-hot shot against the ene- 
my's works, which appeared now com- 
plete. "We were however disappointed ; 
they were still reserved as a bonne 
bouche, for the closing of the scene. 

The night of the 5th, the enemy 
erected, at the extremity of the paral- 
lel, a place d'armes, of four sides, one 
of which was the parallel lengthened, 
the other three extending in obtuse 
angles to the rear. The 6th, Olonel 
Stanton was appointed a brigadier- 
general ; and Captain Blanckley, of 
the 97th regiment, his brigade-major. 
The 8th, we perceived some tents 
pitched upon the plain beneath the 
ruins of Carteia; and the following 
day this camp was increased with five 
double rows of tents: a regiment in 
white took possession in the evening. 
The 9^, a regiment in blue marched 
into the new camp, pitched the 2nd of 
this month. The same day all the 
carpenters of the regiments in garrison 
(those of the 97th regiment excepted) 
were ordered, with a hundred addi- 
tional real men, into the King^s works. 
At night the enemy made some altera- 
tions near St. PaschaFs battery, and 
strengthened the place d'armes at the 
extremity of the parallel. The 10th, 
Lieutenant Wetham, of the 12th regi- 
ment, was killed by a splinter of a 
shell, marching at the head of the 
spur-euard up the ramp, from fjand- 
|K)rt ditoh. His servant also lost his 
arm, and the drummer had his drum 



broken to pieces : but the rest of the 
^nard escaped. This voung officer be- 
ing much liked, his death was much 
regretted ; and it seemed particularly 
unfortunate, as the enemy only fired 
that fktal shell, and one shot, in the 
earlier part of the day. 

A Faro boat arrived on the 11th 
from Portugal, with dispatches for the 
governor. A private letter, sent from 
Lisbon by this boat, communicated to 
us most important intelligence: it 
mentioned, that great preparations were 
making at Cadiz, and in the Mediter- 
ranean ports, for a most vigorous at- 
tack on Gibraltar; and that the Due 
de Criilon, who had lately taken St 
Philip's, was to command with 20,000 
French and Spanish troops, in addition 
to what were at present before the 
garrison; with Monsieur d'Ar^on, a 
French engineer of great eminence and 
abilities ; and Admiral Don Bonaven- 
tura Moreno, with 10 sail of the line, 
beside fioating-batteries, gun and mor- 
tar boats, &c. &c. The truth of this 
intelligence we little doubted, as many 
circumstances now occurred daily ^at 
served to confirm it The enemy's 
cannonade, in the course of the 12th, 
was singular indeed : from six in the 
morning to sunset, they fired every 
two or three minutes a single gun or 
mortar ; and being the anniversary of 
their bombardment, it appeared still 
more extraordinary. Some jocular 
persons in the garrison remarked, that 
perhajffi they were commemoratiuff the 
day with fasting and prayer, and by 
their minute-guns expressing their sor- 
row, that so many thousand barrels of 
powder, and rounds of ammunition, 
should have been expended to so little 
purpose. Their firing from the 12th 
gradually decreased, for about a week ; 
when, for a few nights, they fired 
brisker than usual. It afterwards di« 
minished to about a hundred rounds on 
an average in the 24 hours, and scarcely' 
exceeded that number during the re- 
mainder of the month. Their fescine 
parties continued to be actively em* 
ployed preparing materials in their 
parks ; and long strings of mnles were 
constantly removing them to the lines 
and advanced batteries. Throoghoo^ 
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fheir camp new life seemed to be in- 
fused into the troopB: instead of that 
inactive languor which had so long 
prerailed in all their operations, every 
person now appeared in motion. 

The morning of the 16th we re- 
marked that the enemy had repaired 
the eastern part of the Mahon battery, 
which had been burnt down the latter 
end of the preceding month. Some 
other trifling additions were also made 
to this work. The 20th arrived the 
Antigallican ordnance-ship fh)m Eng- 
land. The nights of the 21st and 22nd 
the enemy's parties added some further 
repiirs to the Mahon battery : they also 
raised a small work near the tower, and 
erected several traverses in various 
parts of the parallel. The 24th one of 
our new gun-boats, which had been 
launched on the 18th, was tried with 
an ei^hteen-pounder on board ; and the 
practice met with the approbation .of 
the governor and officers of the navy. 
As a person was sent out in the Vernon 
to superintend their construction, the 
keels of several other boats after his 
arrival were immediately laid on the 
stocks ; and the carpenters, being now 
acquainted with the marks, proceeded 
with confidence and expedition: four 
or five more therefore were in great 
forwardness. We observed about this 
time numbers of boats passing and re- 
passing between Algeziras and Point 
Mala; and two ships in the river 
Palmones, which we imagined were 
fitting out as fire-ships: precautions 
were therefore taken to render them 
ineffectual, in case they resolved on 
another attempt to bum our frigates. 
The 25th, a little before daybreak, a 
deserter came in from the enemy : he 
was a native of Arragon, and comrade 
to the last : he confirmed our informa- 
tion from Lisbon respecting the in- 
tended attack, under die command of 
the Due de Crillon ; adding, that they 
had resolved to make the principal 
attack by sea ; for which purpose large 
ships were to be fitted up in a peculiar 
manner with junk, cork, &c. The new 
camp, near Rocadillo Point, he said, 
was occupied by the regiment of Cor- 
dova inmntry, lately arrived ftom 



Though their camp had been con- 
siderably reinforced within the pre» 
ceding six weeks, yet we could not 
observe that they had made any addition 
to their advanced guards, which con- 
tinued to be about the same number as 
mentioned some months before. The 
28th they raised the merlons of the 
Mahon battery with sand-bags. In the 
course of the day they brought down 
two guns fh>m their artillery park to 
Fort fonara, whither they had carried 
four the preceding day. The 30th 
they began laying platforms in the 
Mahon battery : on the same day we 
launched our second gun-boat Seven 
more were on the stocks. 

In the beginning of May the enemy 
repaired the west branch of the St. 
Carlos's, which fell down some time 
before, and made some alterations in 
the Black battery. Several hundred 
mules came likewise with clay to the 
lines. From seven iu the evening of 
the 4th, to the same hour the succeed- 
ing afternoon, both the garrison and 
the enemy were silent This was the 
first twenty-four hours in which there 
had been no firing for the space of 
nearly thirteen months. 

The evening of the 7th the Cerberus 
and Apollo frigates, with four trans- 
ports and four ordnance-ships, sailed 
for England. The succeeding morning 
we observed that three of the transports 
were captured, and, in company with 
the enemy's cruisers, were then turning 
to windward. In the afternoon of the 
9th, a line-of-battle ship, with seven 
large vessels and a few polacres and 
tartans, arrived in the bay from the 
west, and anchored at Algeziras. At 
dusk the large vessels, which appeared 
to be the old men-of-war or galleons, 
hauled close in shore. The governor, 
at night, ordered a picket to reinforce 
Waterport guard. The enemy still 
continued discharging about a hundred 
rounds every twenty-four hours; and 
their parties as well as ours were em- 
ployed in making trifling additions and 
repairs. The arrival of the above- 
mentioned shipping at Algeziras occs^ 
sioned various conjectures : from many 
circumstances we had reason to ima- 
gine they were intended fi>r the attack 
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by sea, which vas meditating agiunst 
the garrison. The governor and chief 
engineer's attention consequently be- 
came engaged toward the sea-line : the 
beach behind the Old mole was fortified 
with a row of sloping palisades ; Water- 
port gateway was well barricaded, and 
a chevaux-de-fHse ordered to be got 
ready to place at the foot of Landport 
glacis : the ramp in the ditch was like^ 
wise removed ; and those batteries on 
the sea-line, which they conceived 
might probably be opposed to the 
enemy's attack, were inspected, and put 
in the best order of defence. 

The enemy, about the 12th, removed 
and made a new arrangement of their 
ordnance in the forts and batteries 
along the coasts: we supposed they 
were changing them for others of a 
larger calibre. The 1 4th several of 
the large ships at Algeziras struck their 
yards and top-masts, and a great num- 
ber of men appeared on board them ; 
which movements left us no longer to 
doubt that they were intended to be fitted 
np as floating batteries for the grand 
attack : this opinion was confirmed in 
the afternoon, by their beginning to 
cut down the poops of two of them. 
The subsequent day three store-ships, 
the Queen Charlotte, Leonora, and 
Charles, arrived from England with 
powder, shells, bedding, and timber. 
Three gun-boats, on their appearance 
in the Gut, went from the point to 
speak them; but, the ships hoisting 
Jrrench colours, and standing for Alge- 
ziras, the boats were deceived, and re- 
tamed: the false colours were soon 
after struck, and British displayed ; and 
they arrived without opposition. The 
new gun-boats which were launched 
were on this occasion of particular ser- 
vice ; and before night 1900 barrels of 
powder were secured in our magazines. 
The enemy on the 1 7th opened tibirteen 
large port-holes in the larboard side of 
one of the ships at Algeziras, and seven 
in another. 

Their operations now in the ad- 
▼anced works almost totally ceased; 
their whole attention seemed occupied 
by the ships at Algeziras, and by ar- 
rangements in their camp. Ctumon 
and a variety of military stores were 



landed beyond Point Mala, and a strong 
party. WM employed Id erecting a large 
buildinff near the landing-place, which 
we conjectured was for an hospital. 
The firmg on both sides varied as cir- 
cumstances directed. Three men of the 
58th regiment were missing on the 
19th; and, a party being immediately 
sent in quest of them, their bodies were 
found dashed to pieces behind the rock ; 
the rope bv wUch they were to have 
descended being many yards too short 
The enemy were very active about 
their ships; eleven port-holes were 
opened in the side of a third ; and, on 
the 2 1st, they began to strengUien their 
larboard sides with some materials 
which appeared like junk. The elas- 
ticity and resistance of this article ren- 
dered it very eligible for the purpose. 
Chi the land side they continued collect- 
ing brushwood from all parts of the 
country, and had strong parties at work 
making fiiscines. At the landing-place 
stores of every species were daily diB- 
embarked. On the other hand, the 
garrison, with unwearied assiduity, 
made various dispositions to repel their 
attack. The slopmg palisades at Water- 
port by this time were finished, and the 
gateway barricaded, excepting a small 
passage for the wicket To this post the 
governor seemed particularly to attend. 
The intentions of the enemy were no 
longer mysterious: every preparation 
was therefore made to ^ve them a 
warm reception : an additional number 
of grates for heating shot were made 
and distributed along the line-wall; 
and the navy lowered their yards and 
topmasts, to be in readiness to act on 
shore at a moment's notice. 

A privateer xebeque arrived on the 
25th from Leghorn, with a Corsican 
officer and 12 privates, who came to 
oflPer their services as volunteers during 
the approaclung attack ; which the go- 
vernor accept^ and ordered them to 
be entertained by difierent regiments 
till the others arrived, who, mey in- 
formed us, were on their passage. In 
the evening a large building, to the 
east of the Catalonian camp, took fire, 
and was totally consumed : it had for- 
merly been a barrack, but was now, as 
the deserters informed us, a granazj 
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for forage and com. We numbered at 
tliis time upward of 100 pieces of can- 
non in the artillenr park of the enemy. 
The 25th the engineers began to mine 
a gallery from a place above Farring- 
don's battery (Willis's), to communicate 
through the rock to a notch or pro- 
jection of the rocky below Green's 
Lodge, in which the governor proposed 
to make a battery. The 26th another 
vessel arrived from Algiers, and brought 
letters, acquainting us that it was uni- 
versallv believed in Spain, that the gar- 
rison, from the magnitude of the pre- 
parations for the attack, inevitably must 
be taken before the end of July. The 
same dav about noon a large neet ap- 
peared from the east upward of 100 
sail of which we observed in the even- 
ing enter the bay, and anchor between 
the river Palmones and Algeziras. The 
succeeding morning we were enabled 
to make our observations on them: 
three were large and armed, one of 
them with a flag at her mizen: the 
rest were ships with troops on board, 
and small polacres and settees, sup- 
posed from llieir appearance to be laden 
with stores. In the course of the 27th, 
28th, and 29th, they landed, it was 
imagined, about 12 battalions; which, 
calculated at about 750 to each bat- 
talion, amounted to about 9000 men, if 
the regiments were complete. As the 
troops disembarked, they encamped in 
the rear of the second line, extending 
toward the horse-barrack now called 
Buena Vista, which, we understood 
from the last deserters, had been fitted 
up for the commander-in-chief's quar^ 
ters: others of them occupied the 
ground on the left of the first line, and 
on the right of the Catalonians, in an 
obtuse direction up the hill toward the 
Queen of Spain's Chair. Large parties 
were detached to land the military 
stores. 

A flag of truce came from the enemy 
ou the 28th, with a letter from Mr. 
Anderson, a mierchant who had left the 
garrison some days before, and had 
been taken on his passage to Faro. 
Before the purport of the flag was 
known, the governor, speaking to the 
officers near him, said '*he supposed 
the di^e was arrived, and had sent to 



summon the garrison; but he should 
give him a short answer. No, — No^ 
and hoped the gentlemen " (addressing 
himself to the officers present) " would 
all support him." He had not, how- 
ever, an opportunity of being so spirit- 
edly laconic. The day following we 
perceived a new encampment between 
the Catalonians and the left of the first 
line, and great aiddilions were made to 
those mentioned before. Six of their 
battering-ships were now in hand, and 
an universal activity was observed 
throughout their camp. The firing on 
both sides varied very little : if there 
were any difierence in the number of 
rounds, the garrison had the advantage. 
Our en^neers at this time were em- 
ployed m repairing the damaged and 
uneven platforms on the sea-line bat- 
teries, and the artillery in disposing of 
the heavy ordnance where they would 
act with greater execution and effect. 
Scarce a day now passed but vessels of 
all denominations arrived in the bay, 
at the enemy's camp, the generality 
of which seemed laden with military 
stores and materials for the siege. 

June did not eonunence with any- 
thing extraordinary. The 2nd Bri- 
gadier Stanton died of a coup de soleil. 
The enemy, the following day, pitched 
several large tents to the southward of 
Algeziras, for the accommodation of 
the workmen employed in fitting np 
their ships. The 4th, being his Ma- 
jesty's birthday, the last of our new 
gun-boats was launched ; and at noon 
the whole fired a salute, commencing 
with a salvo^of 44 guns shotted, from 
the north front of the garrison: the 
enemy's batteries instantly returned our 
land-fire, and in so smart a manner as 
to convince us they had prepared to re- 
taliate. The following are the names 
of the gun-boats, and ships from which 
they were manned :— 

From the Brilliant frigate. 

Revenge . . one 24-pounder 21 men 

Defiance . . one 24 do. 21 do. 

Resolution . one 18 do. 21 do* 

Spitfire . . . one 18 do. 21 do. 

Dreadnought one 18 do. 21 do. 

Thunder . . one 18 do. 21 do. 
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From the Porcupine frigate, 
Enropa . . . one 24 pounder 21 men 
Terrible . . . one 18 do. 21 do. 
Fury .... one 18 do. 21 do. 
Scourge . • . one 18 do. 21 do. 
Terror . . . one 18 do. 21 do. 

From the Speedwell cutter. 
Vengeance . one 18 do. 21 do. 

On the 5th, three rows of double 
tents, ten in each row, were pitched 
near Baroelo's battery, at Algezirais. 
Mr. McGregor, a volunteer in the 73rd, 
was wounded the same day by a shell, 
of which article the enemy's artillery, 
within a day or two, had been more 
profuse than usual. The 6th, Captain 
vVidebuf g of Reden's was wounded in 
the Queen's lines. On the 7th. our 
artillery practised from the King's 
bastion, with red-hot shot, against me 
Irishman's brig, which was stranded 
at die back of the Old mole. In the 
first round, whilst one of the artillery- 
men was putting in the shot, the fire 
by some means mmiediately communi- 
cated to the cartridge, and the unfor- 
tunate man was blown from the em- 
brasure in some hundred pieces: two 
others were also slightly wounded with 
the unexpected recoil of the carriage. 
The practice after this accident was 
discontinued. In the eyening, a shell 
fell into a quarter in town, and carried 
away part of a chair, in which Ensign 
M*Kenzie, of the 73rd, was sitting : it 
immediately burst in llie room below, 
and lifted him and the chair from the 
floor, without &rther injury. 

The enemy's inactivity m their ad- 
vanced batteries was simciently com- 
pensated by their diligence and celerity 
at Algeziras: six ships were now in 
great forwardness, and on the 10th they 
began upon another. Of this interval 
of tranquillity, as we may call it 
(though the enemy had not quite dis- 
continued their fire), the governor took 
advantage, and employed it with inde- 
fatigable zeal in completing the works 
of me garrison. New batteries bearing 
on Waterport, which appeared to be his 
grand object of defence, were opened 
in the Moorish castle ; a caissoned bat- 
tery was also erected at Up^r Forbes's, 
ana some alterations made in the lines; 



movable palisades, with casks of earth, 
sand, &c. were distributed in various 
parts along the line-wall, to be ready 
m case a breach should be effected; 
and the outworks at Landport under- 
went some advantageous alterations. 
Two or three men about l^s time 
attempted to desert ; but tihey were all 
retaken. 

On the 11th, between ten and eleven 
o'clock, an unlucky shell fix)m the 
enemy fell through the ^linter-proof, 
at the door of the magazine on Prin- 
cess Anne's battery (Willis's), and 
bursting, communicated to the powder, 
which instantly blew up. The explo- 
sion was so violent as to shake the 
whole rock, and throw Ukud materials 
on both sides an almost incredible way 
into the sea. Three merlons on the 
west flank of the battery, with several 
unfortunate men who had run behind 
them for shelter, were forced down 
from the level of the platforms into the 
Prince's lines, which, with the Queen's 
below, were almost filled with rubbish. 
Another magazine near it happily 
escaped, though the door was thrown 
open by the explosion. Our loss by 
this dreadful accident was chiefly 
among the workmen who were em- 
ployed on the flank of Hie battery: 
1 drummer, and 13 rank and file, were 
killed; 3 Serjeants, 3 drummers, and 
9 rank and file, wounded. Inunedi- 
ately after the report of the explosion, 
and on the appearance of the large 
column of smoke, the enemy gave a 
loud huzza ; their drums beat to arms 
in the camp; and some persons aver 
that their first line assembled, and were 
actually on their march tOTv^irds Fort 
St Philip, but afterwards returned. As 
the engmeers, after the accident, got 
together the remains of the party, to 
efiectually secure the magazine which 
had so miraculously escaped, the enemy 
continued the cannonade the remainder 
of the day ; and, as if fate was resolved 
at that particular time to sport with our 
anxiety, in the course of this firing two 
other shells fell upon the remaining 
magazine, and one into the ven^ splii^ 
ter-proof in front of the door. Happilj 
the latter did not go through ; for if it 
had, this magazine might have shared 
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the fate of its neighbour, and the whole 
of the batteries at Willis's have pro- 
bably been materially injured. Prin- 
cess Anne*s battery, the nank of it ex- 
cepted, was not considerably damaged ; 
the caissoned merlons were much 
shaken, and the battery filled with 
rubbish. However, before night the 
whole was cleared away, and several 
rounds fired from that battery, as well 
as from the other batteries, to con- 
vince the enemy that the misibrtune 
was not of so much importance as they 

Srobably imagined. Indeed, from so 
readful an accident it was wonderful 
that the injury was not of greater con- 
sequence. 

The navy, on the Idth, under the 
direction of the engineers, began to 
caisson the west fkce of the New mole 
fort About sunset, a soldier of the 
58th regiment, who had lately joined 
in the Vernon, deserted from Land- 
port : at night a picket was ordered to 
reinforce that guard. The 14th, a 
French frigate, with 18 or 19 polacres, 
&c. arrived in the bay. The same 
afternoon, a xebeque, returning to Al- 
geziras, from the east, stood in so close 
to the garrison, that she was perplexed 
by the eddy -winds, and remamed a 
considerable time stationary. The gar- 
rison fired upon her, and the gun-boats 
were manned, and rowed out to attack 
ner; but two of the enemy's boats, 
coming to her assistance, towed her 
bead round; and soon afrer a breeze 
carried her out of all danger. If our 
boats had got out a little earlier, she 
might have been roughly handled; 
and some were sanguine enough to 
think she might have been taken. 

As boats were constantly detached 
by the navy at nightfkll, to row guard 
at some distance orom the garrison, and 
give information of the approach of the 
gun-boats, or any other vessels, curio- 
sity often prompted them to approach 
the enemy's shore ; and for some pre- 
ceding niffhts they reported, that they 
heard, at Algeziras, a noise like that of 
men hard at work; whence we con- 
cluded, their impatience to finish their 
battering-ships made them embrace all 
opporttmities, both by day and night. 
The 16th, a new camp was observed 



between the grand magazine and the 
Oran^-grove. The l^ttalion which 
occupied it were supposed to be diaem- 
barked from the small convoy which 
arrived on the 14th. At night, a noise 
of boats was distincdy heard from oar 
prames, at some distance in the bay ; 
it however ceased on a gun being fired 
towards that quarter. This circumr 
stance occasioned new signals to be 
appointed for the prames. The 97tii 
regiment, on the 17th, for the first time, 
^ve a picket of 40 men. The follow- 
ms day, Hardenberg^s regiment was 
ordered, in case of an alarm, to act 
with the 58th at Europa, instead of 
marching to town. In the afternoon, 
a French convoy, of upwards of 60 sail, 
under 3 frigates, anchored in the bay, 
off the Guadaranque, from the east 
As most of the ships had troops on 
board, we concluded it was the PVench 
reinforcement, of which we had re- 
ceived previous information. It proved 
to be a detachment from the French 
army, which had succeeded in the cap- 
ture of Minorca a short time before. 
The following evening, several Spanish 
and French general officers, with their 
suites, visited the lines; where they 
remained, excepting one general, who^ 
accompanied by an artillery-officer and 
an engineer, came forward to the ad- 
vanced works, and stood some time in 
front of the St Martin's battery. At 
this time a group of those who remained 
in the lines were assembled on the 
glacis : our artillery thought proper to 
give them a shot, which the general in 
me advanced works probably took as a 
hint to retire ; for he immediately pulled 
ofiP his hat, and returned into the bat- 
tery. This circumstance served to con- 
firm us in our conjectures that the rein- 
forcement was French ; and it was 
computed to be about 5000 men. Soon 
after the above fleet arrived, 5 gun- 
boats approached very near the town, 
apparently out of bravado, to demon- 
strate to their new friends how con 
temptuously they considered us; but, 
a few rounds taking effect, they retired 
in great confosion, and most likely paid 
dear for their arrogance. The 20th 
and 21st, the French troops disem- 
barked, and encamped to the east of 
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the stone quany, immediatelj under 
the Qaeen of Spain's Chair. 

As afiairs were daily hecoming more 
interesting, the seijeants, and such 
dnmuners of the garrison as were able, 
were ordered, in case of alarm, to torn 
ont with firelocks and accoutrements ; 
which were accordingly delivered to 
the diflPerent regiments m>m the grand 
store. The governor seemed deter- 
mined to have no idle hands in the 
place at such a critical time. Mnsi- 
cians, who before had been exempted 
fhmi duty, also returned to the use of 
the firelock and shovel. 

The morning of the 21st, two Gre- 
noese, formerly inhabitants of the gar- 
rison, who had been taken by the 



enemy in a settee bound for Gibraltar, 
made their escape in a boat fit)m a 
prisouHship at Algeziras. Thev in- 
formed us that the grand attack was 
fixed to be in September ; but that all, 
both sailors and soldiers, were much 
averse to the enterprise. In the after- 
noon, two general officers again visited 
the lines; and we remarked their 
guards did not relieve at their usual 
hour, but probably came down aJR^r 
twilight. From the 19th to the 21sti 
the enemy's fire daily diminished ; and 
on the 22nd, about £ve in the evening 
their batteries were totally silent This 
sudden cessation induced us to conclude 
that the Due de Crillon had assumed 
the command of the combined army* 
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CHAPTER VII. 



Spaniards very active in completing their battering-ehips— The nephew of the celebrated Cor- 
gican general, Paacal Paoli, arrives at Gibraltar, and offers, with others of his coontrymen, 
to act as a volunteer during the siege — Enemy, after great preparations, commence the 
additional works on the isthmus — Letters between the Due de Crillon and General Eliott 
— Enemy's works are by accident set on fire, which induces the duke to protect them by a 
temporary cannonade — The British seamen landed and formed into a marine brigade- 
Active operations of the besiegers — Some of the battering- ships remove to the Orange- 
grove, where the enemy begin to assemble their maritime force — Lieut. General Boyd re- 
commends an immediate trial of hot shot, the success of which provokes the enemy to open 
their new batteries before they are completed — The combined fleets of France and Spain 
arrive in the bay of Gibraltar — The grand attack — ^The battering-ships destroyed, and the 
enemy rescued flrom inevitable death by the gallantry of the marine brigade — Ck>ndaet of 
the besiegers after their defeat, till their small craft disperse. 



The court of Madrid, whose -whole 
attention seemed bent upon the reco- 
very of Gibraltar, had hitherto found 
all her attempts, whether by sea or 
land, totally meffeetoal, and the re- 
peated disgrace which her arms had 
suffered could not tail to mortify her 
pride. The cruel and wanton destruc- 
tion of the town had tended to no other 
Eurpose than to reflect dishonour on 
er measures in tiie eye of Europe. 
Pride and revenge, merefore, now 
urged her to the utmost exertions of 
her power and skill, so that no means 
were neglected, qo expense was spared, 
to insure success. Her treasures were 
lavishly expended:; the labour of the 
nation was exhausted in the magni- 
tude of the preparations; and her 
whole naval ana military force now ap- 
peared directed to the recovery of that 
natural and ancient appendage of the 
crown. 

The Due de Crillon, lately returned 
from the conquest of Fort St. Philip, 
who had formerly commanded at the 
Spanish lines before Gibraltar, and 
was perfectiy acquainted with the situ- 
ation of the garrison, was appointed to 
conduct the military force to be em- 
ployed in this arduous and interesting 
enterprise. With him were joined 
Monsieur d*Ar9on (a French engineer 



of great repute) and Admiral Moreno. 
The former haa projected a plan, which 
had met with tiie approbation of his 
Most Catholic Majesty, for attacking the 
place with battering-ships, constructed 
upon such principles mat they were 
equally considered as impregnable and 
incombmtible ; and, from the prodigious 
powers of which, littie else was ex- 
pected than almost the annihilation of 
the garrison : the latter had rendered 
himself equally eminent with the gene- 
ral in the preceding conquest of Mi- 
norca. Under commanders of sudi 
distinguished ability, aided by every 
combination of force which human in- 
vention could devise, we need not in 
the least wonder at the flattering idea, 
universally formed by the nation, of 
the event 

General Eliott, on the opposite side, 
unawed by the impending storm, pro- 
vided for every circumstance which 
might occur. Though surrounded on 
every hand with enemies, and far dis- 
tant from any hopes of relief and assist- 
ance, ^et he repc^ed such confidence in 
the vigorous and united exertions of 
the little army under his command, 
whom he had already fbund superior 
to the greatest hardships, that he was 
not apprehensive of trusting the event 
to the decision of that fortone^ which 
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bad been so often &yourable to the in- 
terests of the garrison. 

The 24th of June, the garrison began 
to practise parapet-firing, with ball, at 
casks placed at different distances in 
the bay. Two days following, the 
enemVs cannon were all under iipetal, 
and their advanced sentries and guards 
were reinforced. At Algezirajs they 
still continued to work on seven ships: 
and in camp nmneroos parties were 
employed in landing great quantities of 
stores, and in ranging ordnance, &c. in 
their artillery park. Early on the 
morning of the 27th, the captain of the 
Queen's lines guard challenged two 
persons who had approached to Forbes's 
barrier; one of whom, finding they 
were observed, cried out in Jn^nch, 
"Don't fire!" after which, both in- 
stantiy ran away toward the lines. In 
their retreat, one of tiiem fell, and, his 
cloak coming unfolded, our sentries 
could distingmsh that his uniform was 
white; which circumstance, added to 
t^t of their iroeaking Frendi, induced 
OS to conclude they were officers of 
that nation. A person of distinction, 
supposed to be the £hic de Crillon, on 
the dOth, visited the lines and ad- 
vanced works. Our artillery fired a 
shot over him and his suite, to show 
them that they were observed. At 
night, a soldier of the 56th, attempting 
to desert trom. the Signal-house guarf 
was dashed to pieces in his descent 
The next day his bodv was exposed as 
a public spectacle, to mtimidate others 
fbom provoking a similar &te. 

In the beginning of July, the tenth 
ship had been in hand two or three 
days; and the enemy's artificers were 
at work on the tops of those which 
were in the greatest forwardness, 
pUudng strong tmibers, in form of a 
dos d'&ne, to serve as bomb-proo&. 
At night they raised their parallel se- 
veral fiiscines in height, ana banked it 
up in troat with sand. Though the 
enemy's batteries had continued silent 
since the 22nd of June, the garrison 
persevered in a brisk discharge, direct- 
ing their fire to all parts of the lines, 
as well as the advanced works. The 
evening of the 2nd, a party of the 
enemy advanced to Bay-side barrier; 



but several rounds of grape, which 
were fired from Willis's, soon forced 
them to retire. The succeeding evening 
th^ again attempted to take post there, 
and met with a smiilar reception. Our 
navy, under the direction of an en- 
gineer, about this time repaired the 
boom of Waterport, and sunk anchors 
in the shallow water at the back of the 
Old mole. The enemy, though we ex- 
pected it, never molested them in this 
duty: indeed they seemed too intent 
upon their own operations to pay atten- 
tion to any of ours.^ 

The success attending our progress 
in the gallery above Farringdon's bat- 
tery, produced the idea of making a 
Gonmmnication from the extremity of 
the King's to the Queen's lines ; and, 
on the 6th, a party of -miners began 
this new subterranean passage. Early 
the day following, a brie, coming in 
fitmi the west, was taken by a xeb^ue 
and carried into Algeziras. If the 
master of this vessel had acted pru- 
dentiy, he might probably have escaped. 
On his first appearance^ he eoasted 
under French colours; but being 
abreast of the point, and observing a 
felucca standing out to speak him, he 
hoisted British, and fired a shot This 
circumstance spread tiie alarm: four 
or five gun-boats immediately rowed 
out and opposed her passage tul a xe- 
beque came up and run her aboard. 

The afternoon of the 18th, an extras 
ordinary instance of gallantly and pre- 
sence of mind occurred at the labora- 
tory adjoining the South bastion. An 
artilleryman, named Hartiey, was em- 
ployed in the laboratory filling shells 
with carcass composition, and driving 
fuses into 5} and 6 inch shells. One 
of them, by some unaccountable ac- 
cident, took fire in the operation ; and, 
although he was surrounded witii un- 
fixed rases, loaded shells, composition, 
&C., with the most astonishing coolness 
he carried out the lighted shell, and 
threw it where it could do littie or no 
harm, and two seconds had scarcely 
elapsed before it exploded. If the shell 
had burst in the laboratory it is almost 
certain the whole would have be<m 
blown up, when the loss in fixed ammu- 
nition, fiues, &c., &Cn would have bee" 
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irreparable, ezclnnve of the damage 
wMoh the fortificatioiis must have si2f- 
fered from the explosion, and the lives 
that might have been lost. He was 
handsomely rewarded by the governor. 
The night of the 10th, a soldier of De 
la Motte's, who had been missing from 
the 5th, was discovered by the quarter- 
guard of that regiment stealing bread 
from the men's tents : he was instantly 
pursued, but eould not be overtaken. 
The next day, however, he was found 
concealed in a cave. Two others had 
also been retaken within a tew preced- 
ing days. Such attention had been 
paid to scarping the back of the rode, 
that it was little short of madness in 
these wretches, at this period, to at- 
tempt desertion. 

Some experiments were made, in the 
beginning of this month, with large 
stones, cut to fit the calibre of a 13- 
tnch mortar. The stones had a small 
hole drilled m the centre wluch being 
fiUod with a sufficient quantity of pow- 
der, they were fired with a suiort fuse, 
to burst over the enemy's works ; and 
&e fragments were expected to do 
some damage, as well as alarm their 
workmen. It was an unusual mode of 
annoyance, and for its novelty was used 
for some time, but was soon laid aside. 
The 11th, in the afternoon, four sailors, 
under pretence of visiting some fishing- 
pots, deserted to tiie enemy. Two of 
tittem were concerned in the conspiracy 
to run away witii the Speedwell cutter, 
as mentioned, some months before. 
The following evening, a seijeant of 
the 72nd regiment, who had absented 
himself several days from his corps, 
and who, previous to his absence, had 
left a letter signifying his intention to 
desert, was retaken nalf-way down the 
rock, between Charles the Fifth's wall 
and Mount Misery. He was so situ- 
ated as to be unable to descend or 
return, and was at length obliged to 
ery for assistance ; which being heard 
by the guard at the former post, search 
was made for the unhappy man, and 
he was afterwards executed. 

A deserter from the regiment of 
Bechart came in on the 14m : he ac- 
quainted us that the Due de Crillon 
had assumed the command of the siege, 



and that General Don Alvarez had 
quitted the camp; that the combined 
army consisted of forty-five battalicms of 
infimtry, including eight French bat- 
talions, two battalions of Spanish, and 
four companies of French artillery, 
beside cavalry ; but, owing to desertion, 
their numbers were considerably dimi- 
nished. The battering-ships, he said, 
were to have on board French artiHery ; 
and it was reported they would be 
completed in about six weeks, the time 
we had calculated ourselves from ob« 
servations on their progress. About 
this period additional forges for heat- 
ing shots were established in different 
parts of the garrison, with all the -pro* 
per apparatus. The 15th, the enemy 
laid a bocnn of spars from tiie breakers 
north of tiie island at Algeziras towards 
the northward: some fow days after- 
wards it was considerably lengthened, 
and the gun-boats were ranged in frxmt 
of it : a boom was also placed between 
the island and the main land. We con- 
cluded these obstructions were intended 
to defend their battering-ships from 
any attempts we might make to destroy 
them before they were completed. The 
same day an embrasure was opened in 
the &ce of tiie rock, communicating 
with the g^ery above Farringdon's : 
the mine was loaded with an unusual 
quantity of powder, and the explosion 
was so amazingly loud, that almost the 
whole of the enemy's camp turned ont 
at tiie report : but what must tiieir sur- 
prise have been when they observed 
whence the smoke issued! The ori- 
ginal intention of this opening was to 
communicate air to the workmen, who 
before were almost suffocated with the 
smoke which remained after blowing the 
different mines ; but, on examining the 
aperture more closely, an idea was con- 
ceived of mounting a gun to bear on 
all the enemy's batteries, excepting 
Fort Barbara : accordingly orders were 
given to enlarge the inner part for the 
recoil ; and, when finished, a twenty* 
four-pounder was mounted.* 

* This novel formation of a ootered batterv 
was afterwards extended, and the workwM 
prosecuted with such success, that four, if not 
DTe guns were mounted in the gallery, before 
the subsequent September; and in a littlt 
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The ISth, a soldier of the 56th regi- 
ment who had escaped from the quar- 
ter-guard some days before, and who, 
it is imagined, had endeavoured to 
desert, surrendered himself voluntaiily 
to the main guard. One of the 58th, 
and another of the 97th regiment, had 
got off in the former part of the month : 
the discouragement, however, which 
had of late attended these deluded 
wretches, we were in hopes, would now 
deter others from attempting to aban- 
don their colours at this critical junc- 
ture. 

Our artillery, as the firing was very 
inconsiderable, were now diiefly en- 
gaged in preparing shells and carcasses 
to be used against the enemy's ships. 
The engineers were also eqiuilly inde- 
fatigable in their department. On the 
part of the besiegers, multitudes of 
mules were constantly employed in 
different duties in their camp, and 
large parties continued to land military 
stores and powder at the Orange-grove. 
The 25th, the St. Philip's Castle and 
Hector cutter arrived from the east- 
ward, and communicated the agreeable 
news of the entire defeat of the French 
fleet in the West Indies by Admiral 
Sir George Rodney, with the capture 
of the Ville de Paris, and the French 
admiral, the Comte de Grasse. In 
consequence of this victory, a grand 
salute was fired at noon ; and m the even- 
ing a feu-de-joie, by Ihe troops drawn 
up firom the Grand battery to the New 
mole fort. Signor Leonetti, nephew to 
Pascal Paoli, the celebrated Uorsican 
general, with two officers, a chaplain, 
and 68 volunteers, came as passen^rs 
in these vessels to offer their services 
to the governor. In the course of the 
same day, our engineers began to fix a 
chevaux-de-frise irom the foot of Land- 
port glacis, adjoining Waterport, to 
the sloping palisades on the causeway, 
and thence to be continued across the 
Inundation to the advanced covered- 
way, leading to Lower Forbes's bar- 
more than twelve montlu from the day the 
engineers commenced, it was advanced to the 
projection of the rock, where the governor 
purposed to make a battery ; which afterwards 
was effected, and is now distinguished by the 
same of St. Georgi»'s Hall. 



rier. The enemy did not molest the 
party on this duty; which to us ap- 
peared very extraordinary. 

A boat arrived on the 26th with two 
packets from Faro, which mentioned 
that the enemy's preparations for the 
attack would be complete by the mid- 
dle of August, and that all the boats 
along the coast in the vicinity of Cadiz 
were already engaged to embark troops 
for the expedition. A private letter by 
this boat gave us some general informa- 
tion of the immense preparations which 
were making, and some idea of the 
construction of the new-invented ves- 
sels, which had inspired the enemy 
with such confidence of success. It re- 
cited, ** That ten ships were to be for- 
tified six or seven feet thick, on the 
larboard side, with green timber bolted 
with iron, cork, jimk, and raw hides ; 
which were to carry guns of heavy 
metal, and be bomb-proof on the top, 
with a descent for the shells to sUde 
off: that these vessels, which they sup- 
posed would be impregnable, were to 
be moored within half gun-shot of the 
walls with iron chains ; and large boats 
with mantiets were to lie off at some 
distance, full of troops, to assist, and be 
ready to take advantage of occurrences : 
that the mantiets of these boats were to 
be formed with liin^s to fidl down, to 
facilitate their Uudm^ : that they were 
to have 40,000 men m camp, and the 
principal attack was to be made by 
sea, to be covered by a squadron of 
men-of-war, with bomb-ketdies, float- 
ing batteries, gun and mortar boats, &c. : 
and that the Comte d' Artois, brother to 
the King of France, with other great 
personages, was to be present at the 
attack." 

Toward the conclusion of the month, 
our attention was engaged for several 
nights successively by a great noise on 
the isthmus, like that of a large body 
of men at work : a few light bsdis were 
thrown in different parts to discover 
whence it proceeded ; but we could never 
discern any men, except their patroles: 
it was therefore imagined these parties 
were employed within the lines. The 
29th, the wooden buildings in the navy 
yard at the New mole were taken down 
and removed to Kosia, where they 
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were afterwards re-established on an 
enlarged plan. As the communications 
alons the line-wall, &c to the north- 
ward were expected to be much ex- 
posed to the enemy's fire when the 
ships were brought before the walls, 
the engineers, about this time, began a 
oovered-way along the rampart, from 
Orange's bastion to the Grand parade, 
and thence to be continued to South- 
port : this was done by clearing away 
the rubbish from the old houses imme- 
diately under the works, and filling 
others up, which also served as tra- 
verses against the land batteries. An- 
other covered-way was likewise made 
to comnuinicate from the Princess of 
Wales's lines with the South barracks. 
The 31st, upward of 100 covered wag- 

§ons came to the enemy's lines from 
le camp, supposed to be laden with 
ammunition and stores for the batteries. 
Appearances became daily more im- 
portant in the month of August The 
enemy's artificers were remarkably 
diligent at Algeziras, and the cruisers 
became more attentive to the blockade. 
Tliey were particularly suspicious of 
every vessel that came in sight from 
the west ; and the gun-boats were sta- 
tioned out as night-cruisers; which 
probably was the reason why we had 
not been for some time visited by them. 
In their camp every person seemed 
employed ; and their de'pots of ^seines 
and pickets were very considerable, 
notwithstanding the quantities continu- 
ally removed to the lines. Nor were 
we less active in taking advantage of 
this interval : large and lofty traverses 
were raised along the line-wall; new 
communications were made at WUlis's; 
the flank of the Princess Anne's battery 
was rebuilt, and heavy metal mounteo, 
to bear over Waterport. The 4th, the 
Corsican volunteers were formed into 
an independent corps, under Signor 
Leonetti, who was appointed captain- 
commandant The company consisted 
of a captain and captain-lieutenant, first 
and second lieutenants, one adjutant, one 
chaplain, four seijeants, fi>ur corporf^ 
two drummers, and sixty-eight pnvates. 
They were armed with a firelock and 
bayonet, each a horse-pistol slung on 
the left side, and two cartridge-boxes. 



The governor quartered them on Wind^ 
mill-hill, and committed that post to 
their charge. 

As the completing of the subter- 
ranean communication from the Kin^s 
to the Queen's lines appeared (from the 
difficulty at that time attending the rein* 
forcing of the latter, in case ofan alarm) 
to be an object of great importance, the 
governor, on the 5th, ordered all the 
miners in the different regiments into 
the King's works, to prosecute it wil^ 
greater diligence, and assist in the gal- 
lery above Farringdon's, which now 
extended 140 feet in the solid rock. 
The same day the enemy removed the 
old masts out of several of the battep- 
ing-^hips, substituting jury-masts in 
their places. Three hulls now ap- 
peared nearly finished. The evening 
of the 6th, the governor thought prc^ 
per to detach a trusty seijeant, with 
four men, fiom Landport, to a recess 
in the rock under the Queen's lines, 
near Lower Forbes's, with orders to 
advance a sentry to the barrier, who 
was to listen attentively to what was 
transacting upon the neutral ground ; 
but by no means to fire, except in his 
own defence. This party was to with- 
draw at the grey of the morning, that 
they might not be observed by the 
enemy. 

The 7th came in a deserter who had 
been formerly in our service at Mi-^ 
norca. He swam from behind Fort 
Barbara, and landed at the Devil's 
tower; near which place he met a 
patrole of cavalry, but, throwing him- 
self on the ground, was not observed. 
He said the duke was resolved to fire, 
the 25th instant; and, from the pro- 
digious number of mortars mounted in 
the lines, reports were industriouslj 
propagated in the camp, that our ora- 
nance would soon be silenced by their 
superior fire, and the batteries beaten 
to powder. He further acquainted ns, 
that there were 34,000 men in camp, 
and but littie intercourse between the 
Spaniards and their allies, who were 
principally new levies, and very little 
disciplined; concluding with a con- 
firmation of the last intelligence, that 
the soldiers in general so disrelished 
the business, that many daily deserted 
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irith their arms into the conntry . We 
oontiiiued to fire a few light balls at 
night, for fear the enemy should make 
any addition to their advanced works, 
wmch, from the immense quantity of 
materials brought to the lines, we sus- 
pected would be conmienced very soon ; 
and, as it was apprehended their ad- 
vances would be made to the eastward, 
the ^uns at Willis's and the heights 
bearing toward that quarter were 
loaded with grape to be more effectual 
in the execution, in case they were dis- 
covered. On the 11th, the 72nd regi- 
ment, which was quartered in the bas- 
tions in town, independent of their 
quota towards the other duties of the 
garrison, voluntarily offered to assist in 
making the new covered-way fh)m the 
Grand parade to Oranee's bastion ; and 
100 of them were immemately employed. 
The governor, however, as a compensa- 
tion for their zeal, ordered them to be 
paid as real-men (that is, to receive two 
reals each per day ; which is equal, at 

Sir, to about 9d, sterling) with the ad- 
tion to each man of a pint of grog. 

The enemy on the 13th got up the 
masts and yards in several ships, and 
bent the sails of two ; but, from the 
appearance of the whole, we did not 
tmnk they could be finished by the 
25th. Some few days before, they lined 
the upper port-holes of the two-deckers 
with tin, to protect, as we imagined, 
the cheeks of the ports from being 
burnt by the constant firing of the 
cannon. In the evening, the 97th 
regiment furnished, for the first time, a 
working party of 120 men, to remove 
ship-timbers from the New mole to 
Montague's bastion, where the engineers 
intended to erect a cavalier for two 
guns. 

About this time a species of influenza 
made its appearance on board the fri- 
gates in the Mole, and soon communi- 
cated with the garrison. Its general 
S3rmptoms were sudden pains, accom- 
panied with a dizziness m the head ; 
though others were affected in a dif- 
ferent manner. For several days near 
100 men were daily taken to ue hos- 
pital ; but bleeding and a night's rest 
Qsoally removed it It was attributed 
at that time to the extraordinary heat 



of the atmosphere, which was unusually 
warm, owing to the extensive fires 
made by the Spaniards on the neigh- 
bouring hills, and the stagnant state of 
the air ; but we have since learned that 
it was universal over Europe, and we 
had reason, at that time, to think the 
enemy were not less affected by it than 
the garrison. 

A general ofiicer, supposed to be the 
Due de Crillon, but who, it was after- 
wards learned, was the Comte d'Artois, 
visited, on the 15th, the advanced 
works ; we soon had reason to believe 
that his object was to reconnoitre the 
ground, previous to entering upon the 
succeeding additions which were made 
to the parallel; for, the subsequent 
morning at daybreak, to our great 
astonis£nent, we discovered that they 
had raised, durinff the preceding night, 
a very strong and lof^ epaulment, in 
extent about 500 yards, connecting the 
parallel to the eastern breach, with a 
communicalion, near 1300 yards long, 
extending from the principal barrier of 
the lines to the east end of the new 
epaulment. Their works now em- 
braced each shore of the isthmus, and 
fully completed the first parallel. The 
communication, or boyau (as it was 
distinguished by our engineers), con- 
sisted of casks filled with sand, which 
was also thrown up in front, having 
traverses at equal distances in the rear, 
made of cades and fascines: but the 
epaulment appeared to be raised en- 
tirely with sand-bags, from ten to twelve 
feet high, with a tMckness proportion- 
able ; and altogether was a most stu- 
pendous work. Its purpose however 
was not immediately pointed out. To 
erect these new additions in so short a 
time, we computed, at a moderate cal- 
culation, must have employed 10,000 
men, which was afterwards confirmed 
to us by their officers; and that so 
numerous a party should be at work 
within 800 yards of the garrison, itself 
on the alert, and not be discovered, 
must appear, to a person not present, 
almost incredible. We threw a few 
light balls whilst they were at work, 
one of which, we afterwards learned, 
greatiy alarmed them; but, findms 
tiiey were not discovered, they resume? 
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their occupation, and withdrew in the 
momiuff unobserved. The Spanish 
gazette described this parallel as of 230 
toises* in length ; and added, that one 
million six hundred thousand sand-boigs 
were used in raising it. The commu- 
nication it mentioned to have been in 
length G30 toises, and formed of fascines 
and casks. The governor at night did 
not order an increase of firing on the 
new works: a few rounds were dis- 
charged, with several carcasses and 
light-balls ; but the latter were almost 
immediately extinguished. 

The night of Sie 17th, the enemy 
brought a great number of casks, 
pickets, and fascines, to the rear of 
the eastern communication, which was 
raised to a little extent near the barrier. 
They also erected three epaulments 
with retiring flanks of sand-bags, for 
mortar batteries in the parallel. Two 
were to the westward, and the third to 
the eastward of the Mahon battery. 

The morning of the 18th, we ob- 
served one of the battering-ships at 
anchor oflF Barcelo's battery. About 
noon, the men-of-war at Algeziras were 
decorated with flags, as was customary 
on the celebration of a festival ; and, 
what did not escape our observation, 
the English ensign was at the main- 
top-gallant mast-head of the admiral's 
ship, with the Spanish ensign flying 
triumphantly over it. Soon after, 
seven barges with crimson awnings 
rowed flrom Algeziras to the Orange- 
grove, where they received on board 
some ^reat personages, and returned to 
Algeziras, escorted by 15 gun-boats, 
which repeatedly fired salutes, as did 
the men-of-war: on their return 
amongst the ship^nng, the battering- 
ships hoisted their ensigns, and salutes 
were again fired by tiie men-of-war. 
The barges then proceeded to the bat- 
tering-ship which was anchored apart 
from the rest, where they remamed 
some time ; and, on the company's 
quitting the ship, she fired a salute of 
eight guns, and the boats went along- 
side the admiral. About three, the 
battering-ship got under way, and 



* A toise is equal to our fiithom, or six 
feot. 



sailed to the northward, past the flag- 
ship: she endeavoured to sail back, 
but in vain; and was obliged to be 
towed to her station by 10 gun-boats. 
At six o'clock, three barges only re- 
tamed from the ^anish admiral to 
the Orange-grove, and were saluted 
and reconducted with the same cere- 
mony as before. We now imagined 
that the Comte d'Artois was arrived, 
and these compliments were paid in 
consequence of his dining with the 
Spanish adnairal. Our firing at night 
was very brisk. The succeeding morn- 
ing we perceived that the enemy had 
constructed nine traverses adjoining tho 
eastern part of the epaulment, and had 
raised the boyau with &scines. The 
epaulment for another mortar battery 
was likewise erected in the parallel 
opposite the Centre redoubt. At night 
the enemy were heard hard at work : 
our filing was consequently increased 
by the addition of the lower batteries : 
the enemy did not return a shot. 

On the 19th, a small magazine blew 
up in the enemy*s camp, near Buena 
vil^ which set a hut on fire. About 
noon, a flag of truce came from the 
duke : the officer appeared to be a 
person of rank, as the boat had a crim- 
son awning, and the rowers were in 
uniform. After passing and repassing 
several times, our boat returned with a 
present, from the duke to the governor, 
of ice, fruit, vegetables, &c. The 
officers informed us that the salutes 
fired the preceding day were in com- 
pliment to the Comte d'Artois, &c 
The following was handed about as a 
genuine translation of the duke's letter 
on this occasion ; . therefore, without 
vouching for its authenticilj, it is here 
inserted to gratify the curiosity of the 
reader. 

'* Camp, of Buena Vista. 

Aug. 19, 1782." 

'*SiR, — His Royal Highness Comte 
d'Artois, who has received permission 
from the king his brother to assist at 
the siege, as a volunteer in the combined 
army, of which their Most Christian 
and Catholic Majesties have honoured 
me with the command, arrived in tlus 
camp the ^'^^h instant. This young 
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prince has been pleased, in passing 
throogh Madrid, to take charge of 
some letters which had been sent to 
that capital firom this place, and which 
are addressed to persons belonging to 
jovLT garrison : his Royal Hishness has 
desir^ that I wonld transmit them to 
you, and that to this mark of his good- 
ness and attention I should add the 
strongest expressions of esteem for your 
person and character. I feel the great- 
est pleasure in giving this mark of con- 
descension in uiis august prince, as it 
fiimishes me with a pretext, which I 
have been anxiously looking for these 
two nM>nths that I have been in camp, 
to assure you of the highest esteem I 
have conceived for your Excellency, of 
the sincerest desire I feel of deserving 
yours, and of the pleasure to which I 
look forward of becoming your friend, 
after I shall have learned to render 
myself worthy of the honour, by feeing 
you as an enemy. His Highness the 
Due de Bourbon, who arrived h^*e 
twenty-four hours after the Comte 
d'Artois, desires also that I should 
assure you of his particular esteem. 

''Permit me. Sir, to offer a few 
trifles for your table, of which I am 
sure you must stand in need, as I know 
yon live entirely upon vegetables: I 
should be glad to know what kind yon 
like best I shall add a few head of 
game for the gentlemen of your house- 
hold, and some ice, which I presume 
will not be disagreeable in the exces- 
sive heat of this dimate at this season 
of ^e year. I hope you will be 
obliging enough to accept the small 
portion which I send with this letter. 
— I have the honour to be, &;c. 

" B. B. Due DE Crillon. 

*' His Excellency 
Gtoneral Eliott. &c." 

The barge which brought the letter 
and present ranged at a short distance 
along the town, from off the Old mole 
head to Ragged Staff, where she was 
stopped by our flag ; but being thought 
ratiier too near, as they might thence 
make what observations they chose on 
our batteries, a shot was firea over her 
from the Repulse prame ; upon which 
die rowed further out in the bay, and 



waited at a considerable distance for 
the return of our flag. The night of 
the 19th, the enemy raised the semi- 
circular parapet of the place d'armes 
joining the east flank of the St.Carlos's 
battery, with sand-bags eight or nine 
feet mgh, apparently for a battery: 
they also made some considerable ad- 
ditions to the eastern works. The day 
following, a flag of truce went from 
the garrison with an answer to the 
duke% polite letter of the preceding 
day: the govemoi^s letter was reported 
to be to the following purpose : — 

"Gibndtar, Aug. 20, 1782.»* 
" Sir, — I find my self highly honoured 
by your obli^g letter of yesterday, in 
which your Excellency was so kind as 
to inform me of the arrival in your 
camp of his Royal Highness the Comte 
d'Artois, and the Due de Bourbon, to 
serve as volunteers at the siege. These 
; princes have shown their judgment in 
making choice of a master in tiie art of 
war, whose abilities cannot fail to form 
great warriors. I am'overpowered with 
tiie condescension of his Royal Highness, 
in suffering some letters for persons in 
this town to be conveyed fix>m Madrid 
in his carriages. I flatter myself that 
your Excellency will give my most pro- 
found respects to his Royal Highness, 
and to the Due de Bourbon, for the 
expressions of esteem with which they 
have been pleased to honour so insig- 
nificant a person as I am. 

** I return a thousand thanks to your 
Excellency for your handsome present 
of fruits, vegetables, and game. You 
will excuse me, however, I trust, when 
I assure you, that, in accepting your 
present, I have broken through a reso- 
lution to which I had friithfblly adhered 
since the begbming of the war; and 
that was, never to receive or procure, 
by any means whatever, any provisions 
or other commodity for my own private 
use : so that, without any preforence, 
everything is sold publidy here ; and 
the private soldier, if he have money, 
can become a purchaser as well as the 
governor. I confess I make it a point 
of honour to partake both of plenty and 
scarcity in common with the lowest of 
my brave fdlow-soldiers. This fur- 
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nishes me with an excuse for the liberty 
I now take, of entreating your Excel- 
lency not to heap any more favoxirB on 
me of this kind, as in future I cannot 
convert your presents to my own pri- 
vate use. Indeed, to be plain with 
your Excellency, though vegetables at 
this season are scarce with us, every 
man has got a quantity proportioned to 
the labour which he has bestowed in 
raising them. The English are na- 
turally fond of gardening and culti- 
vation; and here we find our amuse- 
ment in it, during the intervals of rest 
from public duty. The promise which 
the Due de Cnllon makes, of honour- 
ing me in proper time and place with 
his friendship, lays me under infinite 
obligations. The interest of our sove- 
reigns being once solidly settkd, I 
shall with eagerness embrace the first 
opportunity to avail myself of so pre- 
cious a treasure. — I liave the honour 
tobe, &c 

«*G. A. Elicit. 

** His Excellency 
the Dae de Crillon, &c." 

Our artillery, on the night of the 
20ih, fired with great vivacity from 
the upper and lower batteries, in all 
directions; for the objects now were 
so numerous and divided, the parallel 
being upwards of half a mile in extent, 
that we could not always be certain 
where to find them employed. In the 
morning we observed tibey had raised 
the boyau, and made some alterations 
in the western works. The enemy's 
operations were not now carried on in 
the same slow manner as formerly : the 
duke seemed determined to act with vi- 
gour, and astonish us by the rapidity < 
with which he raised his batteries. His 
army was numerous, and his orders 
(if we may credit report) with respect 
to means and materials unlimited. 
Every exertion was tiierefore used to 
complete them with expedition. Whilst 
our opponents were so active, we were 
not on our parts indolent, or inatten- 
tive to the defence of the garrison. 
The late additions of the enemy made 
considerable alterations necessary in 
the works at Willis's, &c Our parties 
were therefore augmented, and em- 



ployed in strengthening the commu- 
nications, repainng the splinter-proofi, 
and on other important duties of the 
same nature. Green's lodge and the 
Royal battery were ordered to be cais- 
soned with ship-timber: the intrenched 
covered -way from the Princess of 
Wales's lines was continued, and sloping 
palisades placed under those parts of the 
line-wall, from the eight-gun bastion 
to the New mole, which were not well 
flanked from above. A boom of masts 
was likewise laid fit>m the former to 
the head of the watering-tank, and 
anchors sunk in the shallow water be- 
tween that bastion and Ragged Stafl^ 

The afternoon of the 2l8t a carcass 
from Willis's set fire to some loose 
fiiscines in the rear of the Eastern 
boyau, which soon communicated to 
the work itself; and the line for a con- 
siderable extent was involved in the 
flames. On the appearance of the smoke 
our lower batteries immediately opened, 
and a most animated cannonaae vras 
directed from the garrison. A party 
of the enemy endeavoured to extin- 
guish the fire ; but, finding their efforts 
to stop its progress in vam, they gal- 
lantiy pulled down the line on each 
side to prevent the flames from spread- 
ing; which they at length enected, 
but not without considerable loss from 
our artillery. For some time we ima- 
gined the enemy would remain silent 
spectators of the conflagration; but, 
an officer arriving at the lines about 
six o'clock, their batteries instantly 
returned the fire, seconded soon after 
by the new thirteen-gun battery near 
the Tower; the latter, however, after 
four or five dischar^pes, was silenced 
by the Old mole head howitzers. Our 
fire was so brisk and so well served, 
that it exceeded theirs by four to one. 
About half-past seven the flames burnt 
out; and our additional ordnance, as 
well as the enemy's batteries, ceased. 
In this short firing they returned 743 
shot and 38 shells ; and we expended 
in the 24 hours, including what were 
discharged on this occasion, 90 bar* 
rels of powder. We had three men 
slightiy wounded. In the prior part 
of the day, 13 feluccas arrived in the 
bay fnxax the east : some imagined thqf 
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were intended for additional gon-boats ; 
others, for debarking troops. The 22nd, 
the enemy had repaired the damage 
done by the fire ike preceding day; 
but in the afternoon another similar 
accident had nearly happened: a car- 
cass was thrown into the St Martin's 
battery, and took effect ; but the guard 
exerted themselyes with snch activity 
and bravery,*that it was soon extin- 
guished, almough our lower batteries 
were again open to support it. The 
enemy were on this day totally silent 
The succeeding night they dressed and 
msed the new communication, and 
made some additions to the eastern part 
of the parallel: they were also at 
work in their new mortar batteries ; 
and great quantities of materials were 
brought down to the lines, and into the 
sdvanoed works. 

The 24th, the inhabitants in Hardy- 
town began early to remore their bed- 
ding, &c. towards Europa : they were 
confident, from the information of the 
last deserters, that the enemy would 
again open their batteries the succeeding 
day, bemg the anniversary of St Louis ; 
and no persuasions could banish their 
aj^rehensions. They were however 
convinced, the following day, that the 
duke was not prepared, whatever his 
intentions might have been some wedLs 
before. 

The enemy being heard at work, on 
the night of the 24th, drew a warm 
fire from our batteries. In the morn- 
ing we found they had raised addi- 
tional traverses to the sand-bag epaui- 
ment which now presented a formid- 
able battery of sixty-four embrasures, 
divided into four batteries of fourteen 
embrasures each, and one of eight; 
leaving a space at the eastern extre- 
mity, as we concluded, for mortars. 
The original epaulment remained en- 
tire, the additional merlons joining at 
proper intervals the front work, which 
served to mask the embrasures till the 
batteries were finished. Several embra- 
sures of the 8-gun battery they had 
already lined with fiuscines. Some ad- 
ditions were also made to the St Car- 
los's battery, the parapet of which was 
lengthened toward the west The fol- 
lowing night the enemy, notwithstand- 



ing a warm fire from the garrison 
erected three large magazines, and, 
began a fourth in the rear of the 64- 
gun battery: they likewise lined many 
of the embrasures with foscines, and 
raised a sand-bag traverse to cover the 
conmiunication frt>m the west flank 
of the 64-gun battery to the pm^- 
lel. 

The 26th, the Queen Charlotte, Le- 
onora, and Charles, ordnance-^ps, 
with the St. Philip's Castle, were or- 
dered into the Mole to be run ashore 
till the expected attack was decided. 
The seamen belon^g to the frigates 
were employed also about this time in 
carrying sails and yards to erect tents 
for a camp at Europa, where they were 
to be stationed when the governor 
should think proper to order them on 
shore. In the evening, about ten o'clock, 
came in a deserter, an Irishman, who 
formerly had been in our service : he 
swam n'om the beach beyond Fort St. 
Philip, and attempted to land at Bay- 
side, but was fired upon by their ad- 
vanced sentries. He informed us it 
was reported that the duke had intended 
firing on the 25tli, but was prevented 
from finishing his batteries so soon as 
he expected by the heavy fire from 
the garrison : that, in their endeavours 
to extinguish the flames on the pre- 
ceding 21st, the party had sustained 
very considierable loss: a colonel and 
17 men of the rej^ment to which he 
belonged were killed. He corrobo- 
rated the intelligence, by the last de* 
serter, concerning the number of men 
in camp, and respecting the preva- 
lence of desertion. 

We did not discover any material 
additions the morning of the 27th : a 
fifth magazine was erected ; also seve- 
ral traverses in the rear of the parallel. 
Another of the battering-ships an- 
chored the same day off ]£rcedo's bat- 
tery, apart from the rest : as she swung 
round with the tide, we had an oppor- 
tunity of viewing with glasses the star- 
board-side, which we perceived was 
not closed in and finished like the oppo- 
site side ; the bomb-proof only extend- 
ing about three parts over, leaving con- 
siderable openings between the strong 
uprights which supported it from the 
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deck, for the conveiiient reception 
of men, proyinons, and ammnmtion. 
We observed, the same daj» a great 
mimber of boats ranged along the shore 
at Algezinu. In the afternoon, the 
Repubie prame eame into the New 
mole ; and the succeeding morning the 
Fortune and Vanguard were likewise 
withdrawn from the bay. At night 
the enemy erected a number of tra- 
verses in rear of their parallel and bat- 
tery, and finished some interior wort:, 
as they bad done the preceding nig^t, 
though we kept iq> our usual fire. 

The enemy's squadron was rein- 
forced on the 28th with six Spanish 
line-of-battle ships and a xebeque, 
under a commodore, from the west. 
In the course of the day, two 24-pound- 
ers were taken up the hill to the gal- 
lery above Farringdon's, for the em- 
brasures already opened ; and 400 ad- 
ditional workmen were ordered into the 
works. Upwards of 600 men were at 
this time daily empl(^ed at Willis's, 
covering and strengthening the flanks ; 
likewise in forming new communieeh 
tions, with splinter-prooft, traverses, 
&c., as the new battery enfiladed most 
o( the old covered-ways, and rendered 
a thorough change necessaiy in those 
works, before the artillery could be 
|)roperly covered. The oommunioa^ 
tions in town and at the south were 
therefore discontinued, till the above 
were put in the best state of defence and 
security. At dusk, Aree Serjeants were 
posted upon the North, King's, and 
South bastions, to observe and report 
the enemy's signals in camp, and along 
the coast At night, a deserter from 
the Walons came over in the same 
manner as the last. He- reported, that 
a very strong party was ordered for 
work that evening ; which induced the 
governor to increase the firing firom 
Willis's, the lines, and lower batteries. 
He further acquainted us, that we 
killed numbers of their workmen ; and 
that the 15th of next month was fixed 
for opening upon the garrison: but 
that all, even the volunteers, were dis- 
heartened at the very thoughts of the 
attack. Ninety pieces of cannon, he 
ikewise said, were brought into the 
l-gun battery; which number was to 



be increased, to supply the place of 
those which might be dami^ged, or 
over-heated. The night of the 28tli, 
the enemy raised more traverses, and 
began communications to their maga* 
zines: 153 of the former were erected 
behind the long boyan. They also 
worked upon the mortar batteries. 

It was about this period that the 
^anish 26-ponnders, with otiier guns 
of the same heavy nature, were dis- 
tributed on the sea-line in room of ord- 
naiiee of smaller calibre, whidi were 
mounted in their plaoes against the 
enemVs batteries. By this wsposition 
the duke would not have it in his 
power to return any of the shot we 
fired, as his cannon were all 26-pound- 
ers ; and the governor was enabled to 
retaliate on tl^ shipping, those shot 
which he had received fircm the land; 
annoying Ihem by this means with 
their own nvapoas. Toward the con- 
clusion of the mmith, the influfmga had 
almost disappeared : the workine par- 
ties wero therefore reinforced, moogfa 
the heavy duty of the guards would 
with difficulty permit it : on the 29th, 
the engineers paraded upwards of 
1700 workmen, including non-com- 
missioned officers. The enemy, on 
the night of the 29th, raised merlons 
for four embrasures, joining the semi- 
ciroular sand-bag epaulment, east of 
St. Carlos's battery. Six battering 
ships were at anchor off Baroelo's bat- 
tery on the 30th. The same day our 
seamen were ordered on shore, to en- 
camp at Europa. At nig^t, the artil- 
lery, in addition to their former fire, 
opened the Grand battery : it did not 
however prevent the enemy from plat- 
forming the 64-gun battery, and making 
forther additions to the mortar batteries. 
They also lined with fiiscines the embra- 
sures of the semicircular 4-gun bat- 
tery. Many hundred mules wero still 
employed in brinmng clay and fiifficunes 
4o the parallel. Our firo was very de- 
structive amongst these animals, as well 
as their worlonen; two, three, and 
sometimes moro of the former being 
fi^uently seen dead on the sands at 
daybreak. 

Oiur engineers, by the close of the 
month, had extended Landport che- 
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vaux-de-frise to the causeway, and 
began the other across the IntmdatioD. 
Carpenters were also engaged in caisson- 
ing the Royal and Green's lodge batte- 
ries, and raising new traverses at those 
posts. The enemy's squadron in the bay 
at this period was as follows : four line- 
of-battle ships, and one of 60 guns fon 
board of which was the flag), two iri- 
gates, three cutters, four bomb-ketches, 
and smaller armed vessels, were at 
Algeziras : two ships of the line were 
at anchor off the Orange-grove ; and a 
frigate, with an armed brig, was at Ca- 
brita. To these we may add the bat- 
tering-ships and gun-boats. Since two 
of the men-of-war had removed nearer 
the enemy's camp, boats fiill of soldiers 
were frequently observed going on 
board them ; and as the guns were seen 
to be drawn back from the ports, and 
suddenly run out again, whilst the 
troops were on board, we suspected 
that they were practising to work the 
guns, previous to their embarking on 
board the battering-ships. 

Affairs seemed now drawing to a 
crisis : and, as every appearance indi- 
cated that the attack would not long 
be deferred, the inhabitants, apprehen- 
sive of the consequences, were wonder- 
fiilly active in securing places of re- 
treat for themselves and their propertr. 
The besiegers wrought hard the night 
of the 31st : two cross-communications 
lined with fascines were thrown up 
from the long boyau, leading to the 
parallel ; one to the western flank of the 
64-gun battery, the other to the west- 
ward of the Mahon battery. Five tra- 
verses were also erected within each of 
the new mortar batteries, and magazines 
for ammunition were begun near them, 
joining the parallel. We imagined 
they were likewise employed in bring- 
ing down ordnance to tibe' advanced 
works. Our artillery amused tiiem 
with a brisk fire; but the governor 
rather objected to such a quantitv of 
powder being at this time ezpendeo, as 
ne was of opinion they were now too 
well covered in their batteries to be 
much annoyed; and we might after- 
wards have more occasion for the am- 
munition. 

The evening of the Ist of September, 



a small boat manned with English 
sailors sailed for Portugal. Lieut. 
Campbell, of the navy, sailed in her 
with dispatches frt>m the governor for 
England. At night, the enemy erected 
an epaulment of sand-baes, apparently 
ibr two guns, adjoining me west flank 
of the Mahon battery; and raised 
the new communications several fas- 
dnes in height. Some additions were 
likewise made to the magazines. Long 
strings of mules still continued bring- 
ing down fkfidnes and other materials, 
wmch were deposited in different parts 
of their works. We imagined these 
animals also brought down shot and 
shells, as their piles in the artillery 
park were considerably diminished. In 
the garrison, our engmeers were inde- 
fiitigable in raising deuces against 
the enemy's formidable new batteries; 
and coals were distributed to the grates 
and furnaces for heating shot. 

We perceived very little alteration 
in the operations of our opponents on 
the Srd: they lined the embrasures of 
the new 2-gan battery, and added to 
the cross - communications. In the 
course of the day, their squadron was 
reinforced with two Frendi men-of- 
war from the eastward, which were 
conducted into the bay by a Spanish 
frigate. The 4th, the enemy removed 
the guns from the two 14-gun batteries 
in the lines, and dismounted most of 
the ordnance in the mortar batteries, 
probably to repair the beds and plat- 
forms. The removing of the cannon 
from the former gave us no small plea- 
sure, as we had experienced more fatal 
effects, during their late wanton bom- 
bardment and cannonade, from those 
batteries, than from any other in their 
Unes. The guns, we supposed, were 
brought forward to the parallel, for we 
observed 10 in the eastern extremity of 
the 64-gan battery* In the forenoon, 
16 boats, with mantlets or barricades 
in the bow, came from the river Pal- 
mones, and anchored off the landing- 
place beyond Point Mala: these, we 
concluded, were for the sea-attack. 
About sunset, those battering-ships 
which were finished, removed from 
Algeadras to the Orange-grove: they 
appeared to sail rather heavily, and 
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used sweeps, notwithstanding tlie 
breeze. Aboat the same time, two 
grand salutes were fired by the French 
men-of-war. 

Daring the night of the 4th, the 
enemy's parties masked the six west- 
em embrasures of the St Martin's 
battery, and raised the parapet with 
fiiscines, intending, as we imagined, to 
convert it into a mortar batterv, as six 
mortars were seen, the preoedung day, 
lyiag in the rear. The howitzers were 
iJso removed from the Centre redoabt, 
and some additions made to the epaul- 
ment, in front of the St Paschal's bat- 
tery, which was now completed for 
eight mortars. They likewise sank 
four deep excavations behind the east- 
em boyau, as reservoirs for water, in 
ease of fire. At night, another batter- 
ing-ship joined the others at th.e 
Orange-grove: soon afterwards, the 
enemy ^pped powder on board them 
from the pier. Early on the 5th, a 
large body of men marched in a very 
irregular manner from Algeziras to the 
camp. We imagined they were the 
artificers who had been employ^ upon 
the ships, and were encamped south of 
the tower, half of which camp was 
now struck. Dunns the day, 29 
square-sailed boats arrived, under con- 
voy of an armed brig, fipom the west, 
and, with upwards of 120 from Al- 
geziras, assembled in a line off Roca- 
dillo Point, at the mouth of the Gua- 
daranque. A large floating battery 
was also towed out and anchored at 
the entrance of the Palmones. Toward 
evening, about 500 men, escorted by a 
body of cavalry, embarked from the 
pier on board the battering-ships : the 
singular mode of conducting them to 
the beach could not fkil to attract our 
notice, and to cause id us some degree 
of surprise. About eight in the even- 
ing, a deserter came in from the regi- 
ment of Naples : he reported that &e 
8th was named for the grand attack, 
and that all hands were activelv em- 
ployed in completing everything m the 
several departments. 

Ifew additions were perceived on the 
6th: some sand-bags were placed on 
the mortar battery of the St Martin's. 
In the forenoon, more boats joined the 



others at Bocadillo, from the west ; the 
floating battery was likewise towed to 
the pier near Point Mala. The go- 
vernor, the same day, made some new 
arranoements in the garrison detail. 
An additional field-officer was ordered 
to mount in the lines, to be independent 
of the field-officer in town; and the 
field-officers of the day, in fiiture, were 
directed to make such disposition of 
the guards, pickets, and ordnance in 
their several districts, on every occa^ 
sion, as appeared to be most fbr the 
benefit of the service. A subaltern 
was added to the New mole guard, who 
was at night to be detached widi 20 
men to the Mole head ; and the pickets 
in friture were ordered to mount folly 
accoutred, with ammunition complete. 
The S9th regiment was also ordered to 
town, the battalion companies to en- 
camp in Southport ditch, and the gre- 
nadiers and light in&ntry to be quar- 
tered in the picket-yard bomb-proo&, 
before occupied by part of the 72nd 
regiment, who, on this disposition, joined 
the rest of their regiment in Montague's 
and Kong's bastions. 

The enemy's works on the land side 
were now ^yery hoar adyancing to 
perfection ; but die duke's attention to- 
ward completing them seemed so en- 
tirely to engage him, as, in a great 
measure, to prevent his taking the pru- 
dent precautions necessary for their 
defence. The advanced batteries in 
the parallel were either unfinished 
(though nearly completed) or under- 
going such alterations, that the mate-, 
rials in their vicinity greatly obstracted 
the use of the ordnance which were 
mounted; and their batteries in the 
lines (except the forts) were in a simi- 
lar situation, the cannon, to permit the 
necessary repairs, being totally re- 
moved from some, and the mortars 
drawn back or dismounted in others. 
The forts and some few mortar bat- 
teries were therefore the only defences 
left to protect these immense works 
from insult and attack. This state of 
their works presented an opportunity 
in some respects not unlike tiiat which 
General Eliott had embraced in the 
preceding year, when, by an unex- 
pected sally, he gloriously destroyed 
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the labours of so many months. The 
honour, however, of causing a second 
disgrace was reserved for Lieutenant- 
General Boyd, the lieutenant-governor, 
who^ in the forenoon of the 6th, recom- 
mended, by letter to the governor, the 
immediate use of red-hot shot against 
the land-batteries of the besiegers. 
General Eliott acquiesced in the pro- 
posal, and inmiediately ordered Major 
Lewis, the commandant of the artil- 
lery, to wait on lieutenant-General 
Boyd for his instructions and com- 
mands, submitting entirely to him the 
execution of the . attack which he had 
projected. In consequence of the go- 
vernor's assent, preparations were m- 
stantly made; and, in a short time, 
everything was properly arranged for 
the service. In the interval we must 
not, however, omit to take notice of the 
enemy's operations. 

Early in the morning of the 7th, se- 
veral gun-boats were discovered off the 
Old mole head retiring from the gar- 
rison, which we imagined had been 
sounding under cover of the night. 
The ffarrison orders of this day con- 
tained the following arrangements: — 
*' The marine brigade (which composed 
a corps of about 900 men) to take rank 
on shore according to the king's regu- 
lations; Captain Curtis, as colonel, 
with the rank of brigadier; Captain 
Gibson, as lieutenant-colonel ; Captain 
Bradshaw, as major ; eight lieutenants, 
as captains; eighteen midshipmen, as 
ensigns; and the brigade to mount 
Europa Advance and Little Bay guards. 
A picket of the line to be detached 
every evening to the Prince's lines, and 
an additional subaltern at the same 
time to Landport. One captain and 
eight privates to be added to Water- 
port guard, whence a detachment of a 
subaltern and thirty men was to be sent, 
at sunset, to the Old mole head, which, 
at second gun-fire, was to be joined by 
one of the captains. Twelve privates 
to the main guard. One seijeant, nine 

Srivates, and a gunner, to Ragged Staff; 
etaching a seijeant and six men, with 
the gunner, at retreat-beating, to the 
Wharf head." The alarm-posts were 



also fixed as follows :—** The d9th flank 
companies to take post on the North 
bastion town; tluree battalion compa- 
nies of the same regiment, the South 
bastion ; the remaining five at Ragged 
Staff, extending towa^ the eight-gun 
bastion. The 72nd regiment — bright, 
the North bastion town ; left. Orange's 
bastion, extending as far further from 
the King's bastion as possible. The 
73rd regiment (which was quartered 
at the southward) to take post on the 
left of the 72nd, toward the South bas- 
tion. Captain Martin's company of 
artillery, Ae Grand battery and Water- 
port. CatftaiD Lloyd's company, the 
ling's and South bastions. Brigadier- 
General Picton to command the corps 
in town. The Hanoverian brigade, 
^m the eight-gun bastion soutn to 
Prince Edwaurd's battery inclusive, un- 
der the command of Lieutenant-Colonel 
Dachenhausen. The 56th regiment. 
South parade. The 12th regiment. 
New mole parade. The 97th regi- 
ment, Rosia parade. The 58th regi- 
ment^ in front of their encampment, 
detaching a flank company through the 
hole in the wall upon WindmiU-hill, 
to reinforce Europa Advance guard." 
(This re^ment was to receive orders 
from Brigadier Curtis.) **The engi- 
neers and artificers in two divisions, one 
to assemble at the Esplanade town, the 
other at the Esplanaae south." It wa« 
recommended at the same time ta the 
commanding officers to have a sufi- 
cient reserve in case of deficiencies, 
and to pay particular attention to the 
flanks ana redans which commanded 
the front of the line-wall. 

As the above exhibits the ^vemor's 
disposition of the troops, it will not be 
improper to insert in this place a de- 
tail of the guards which mounted in 
the garrison at this period, with the 
strength of the garrison, and men dail^ 
on duty. The strength of the gam- 
son, with the marine brigade (includ- 
ing the officers), in September, was 
about 7500 men; upwaras of 400 of 
whom were in the hospital. The num- 
ber daily upon duty is shown in the fol- 
lowing absti'act 
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Onaxda 1091 men, including officers. 

Pickets (including the additions of the 12th) 613 ditto. 
Working parties, under the chief engineer") .-«- f exclusive of the engineers 
and the quartermaster^general . • j* \ and ovenetn. 



Total 8430 



beside many who were constantly and indispensably employed as orderlies and 
ftssistants in the hospital, and in other departments in the garrison. 



GUARDS. 

Town District • 

Governor's, or Convent gd. 
Lieut.-Governor*s 
WiHis's, 8sc. . 
Flag -staff 
Landport . 
Grana battery 
"Waterport • 
Main . 

Sonthport • 
Castle . . 
North line-wall 
South line-wall 
Artillery -magazine 
Middle-hiU . . 
Signal-house . 
Victualling office 
Patroles , 

Orderlies . 
Links . 
Prince's . 

King's . • 
Queen's 

South District 
Europa . 
Europa Advance 
Little Bay . 
Aagged-S'taff . 
Rosia . • 
New mole , 
Buena Vista • 
Oamp • . 
Hospital • 

Magazine . 
South Shed . 
Princess of Wales's lines . 
Windmill-hill 
General De la Motto's . 
Orderlies « . . 
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Artillery. 
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Dstachmehts to 

.B. Grenadiers. 
.B. Lt. Infimtry.- 

, the Spur & Fleche. 

C the Lunette & 
• \ Mole head. 
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• • Cha. Vth*8 wall. 
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N. 6. Marine 
Brigade. 

. the Wharf. 
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• . New mole head. 
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• * • 



The Ptovost ship. 



Total . . 3 9 88 64 73 83 773 18 106 



In the evening of the 7th, a little 
before midnight, two large lights ap- 
peared on the shore west of the Orange- 
S'ove, forming a right line with our 
rand battery; and at the same time, 
two similar fires were seen behind Fort 
St Philip ; whence, if a line was pro- 
duced, it would to appearance have 



intersected the former, about 800 or 
900 yards to the north-west of the Old 
mole head. These unusual signals 
made many conjecture that the enemT 
were sounding in that quarter. A 
few rounds were accordingly fired at 
intervals in that direction from the 
North bastion. 
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By the morning of the 8th, the pre- 
parations, in the department of the 
ftrtillery, under General Boyd's direc- 
tions, were completed ; and, ibe success 
of the attack in a great measure de- 
pending upon embracing the favour- 
able moment, it was no longer de- 
ferred. At seven o'clock, the town- 
guards being relieved, the firing com- 
menced from all the northern batteries 
which bore upon the western part of 
the parallel, and was supported through 
the day with admirable precision and 
Tivacity. The effect of the red-hot 
shot and carcasses exceeded our most 
sanguine expectations. In a few hours, 
the Mahon battery of 6 ^ns, with the 
battery of 2 guns on its flank, and 
great part of the adjoining parallel, 
were on fire ; and the flames, notwith- 
standing the enemy's exertions to ex- 
tinguish them, burnt so rapidly,, that 
the whole of those works before night 
were consumed. The St Carlos'^ and 
St. Martin's batteries however on this 
occasion escaped the fitte which they 
had formerly experienced. They were 
nevertheless so much deranged by the 
breaches made to obstruct the effects 
of the carcasses, &c that the enemy 
were under the necessity of taking 
down the greater part. 

The enemy, for near an hour, con- 
tinued silent spectators of our can- 
nonade. About eight, thej fired a few 
guns from the St. Martm's battery; 
and between nine and ten, returned 
our fire from Forts St. Philip and Bar- 
bara, with the 7-gun battery in the 
lines, and soon after from 8 new mortar 
batteries in the parallel. This tardi- 
ness in returning our fire, in some 
degree we attributed to the works being 
confused with materials, and some of 
the batteries being deficient In ammu- 
nition. It might however be owing to 
want of discretionary orders, as an 
officer of rank was observed to enter 
the lines about the time when their 
cannonade became general: a rein- 
fbrcement also marched down from the 
camp. 

Tiie astonishing bravery displayed 
by the enemv in their repeated at- 
tempts to extmguish the flames, could 
not fail to attract our particular notice 



and admiration. Urged on most pro^ 
bably* by emulation, they performed 
prodigies of valour ; so that their loss, 
under so well directed afire, must have 
been very considerable. The French 
brigade, we afterwards understood, had 
140 killed and wounded. If the Spa- 
nish casualties bore an equal propor- 
tion, their united loss must have greatly 
exceeded our calculation. 

About four o'clock in the afternoon 
the cannonade abated on both sides, 
and the enemy soon after were totally 
silent, though we continued our usual 
fire. The garrison had two or three 
killed, and several wounded. Lieut 
Boag, of the artillery, and Ensign Gor- 
don, of the 58th regiment, were of the 
latter number. The former officer had 
been wounded before: on this occasion 
he was pointing a gun from Hanover 
battery m the lines, when a shell fell 
in the battery. He had scarcely tinie 
to throw himself .down in an embrasure, 
when the shell burst, and fired the 
gun under the muzzle of which he lay. 
The rejport immediately deprived him 
of hearmg, and it was some time be- 
fore he recovered a tolerable use of 
that faculty. Major Martin, of the 
same corps, had likewise a very for- 
tunate escape from a 26-pounder, which 
shot away the cock of his hat close to 
the crown. I insert this anecdote, 
because it is commonly believed, that 
if a cannon-ball of large diameter 
passes so near the head of a person, the 
wind of it is generally fatal. The 
major was considerably stunned by the 
passage of the shot, but experienced 
little further injury. In the forenoon 
of the 8th, two more ships of the line 
removed to the Orange-grove, followed 
some time afterwards by 22 gun and 
mortar boats ; and in the evening, one 
of the Frendi men-of-war joined them 
from Algeziras. In the course of ihe 
day, a number of troops were em- 
barked on board such of the battering- 
ships as were finished; and at night, 
our artillery replaced the ammunition 
in the expense magazines, which had 
been used to such good purpose in the 
morning. 

This unexpected insult undoubtedly 
precipitated the duke's measures ; and 
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by proYoking him to the attack, before 
tiie preparations in the other depart- 
ments were ready to combine with him 
in a general and powerftd effort against 
the garrison, served greatly to fhis- 
trate the enterprise. Apprehensive, 
probably, that, elated by our good for- 
tune, we might renew our attempts 
finally to destroy the land works which 
had escaped, the duke determined to 
avoid the blow (wldch also might be 
in other respects fiital in its oonse- 
(juenoes) by openinff his batteries, even 
in their unfinished state. Actuated, 
most probably, by these motives, the 
embrasures of the new batteries were 
unmasked during the night of the 8th; 
and the sucoeeaing morning, at day- 
break, we were surprised to find every, 
appearance in their works for firing 

ru the ^rrison. Two rockets from 
forts m the lines were the signals 
to begin; and the cannonade com- 
menced at half-past five o'clock, with a 
volley of about 60 shells from all their 
mortar batteries in the parallel, suc- 
ceeded by a general discharge of their 
cannon, amounting, in the whole, to 
about 170 pieces of ordnance, all of 
large calibre : — ^a discharge, I believe, 
not to be paralleled!* Their firing 
was powerful, and entirely directed 
agunst our works ; but was not, after 
the first round, altogether so tremen- 
dous and destructive as we had reason 
to expect from such a train of artillery. 
At intervals, from 10 to 20 shells were 
in the air at the same moment; but 
their effects were not equal to the num- 
bers expended. The town, southward 
of the King's bastion, was little af- 
fected; but the northern front, and 
line-wall leading from the Grand pa- 
rade to the Norm bastion, were exceed- 
ingly warm ; and the lines and Land- 
port were greatly annoyed by the 
shells from me howitzers, which were 
distributed in various parts of their 
parallel. Montague's and Orange's 
bastions seemed to be the centre of the 
enemy's cross-fire; whilst the line- 
wall in their vicinity and to the south- 
ward was taken a revera by the shot 

* A French account of the siege gives ItS 
as the number of the enemy's ordnanoe on 
tlw hnd side at this time. 



which passed over tlie lines from the 
64-aun batterer. 

Not imagining, frtmi the rough ap- 
pearance of the enemy's works, that 
they could possibly retaliate so soon, 
the guards and pickets at the north end 
of the garrison were for some time ex- 
posed, and some casualties occurred: 
but we soon discovered whence we 
were chiefly annoyed, and conseiraeatly 
bcMwne more cautious. Lieut Whar- 
ton, of the 73rd regiment, was dan- 
gerously wounded at Landport 

Whilst the land batteries were thus 
pouring forth their vengeance upon 
the northern front, nine line-of-batde 
ships, induding those under the French 
flag, got under way fh>m the Orange- 
grove, and passing along the sea-line, 
discharged several broadsides at the 
garrison, and particularly at a settee 
which had just arrived under our euns 
from Algiers. When this squadron 
had got round Europa Point, they sud- 
denly wore, and returning along the 
Europa, Bosia, and New mole batte- 
ries, commenced a regular and heavy 
fire upon the garrison. The marine 
brigade and artillery returned the 
salute till they passed, when the men- 
of-war wore and returned to the east- 
ward. About the same time that the 
enemy were tiius amushig us at the 
southward, 15 gun and mortar boats 
approached tiie town, and ccmtinued 
their fire for some time ; but, the artil- 
lery giving them a warm reception 
fr<nn the King's bastion, two of them 
were towed off with precipitation, and 
the rest retired in great disorder. One 
was thought to be very coiutiderably da- 
maged; and some imagined that her 
gun was thrown overboard to save her 
from anking. 

This mode of annoying us on all 
sides exactiy corresponded with the ac- 
counts which we had received of the 
Slan of attack sugsested by Monsieur 
' Ar9on, the Frendh en^eer, who su- 
perintended the enemy's prraaratioos. 
They hoped probably to confound and 
overwhelm us, by presenting to us de- 
struction under such various forms, and 
by the enormous quantity of fire which 
they poured in upon the garrison. The 
governor however did not approve of 
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bis troops being thus subjected to be 
harassed at their pleasure, and resolved 
therefore, if possible, to put a stop 
to their sea-attacks. For this purpose 
the furnaces and grates for heating 
shot, at the New mole, were ordered to 
be lighted: and some new arrange- 
ments took place in the ordnance upon 
Windmill-hill. Toward dusk the ene- 
my abated in the fire from their can- 
non ; increasing however in the expen- 
diture of shells, which, beiog generally 
fired with short fuses, broke in the air. 
This practice seemed well calculated 
for the purposes in view. In the day, 
they could observe with greater cer- 
tainty the effect of their shot, and alter 
as circumstances directed : the firing at 
night must unavoidably be less de- 
pended upon: shells were therefore 
burst over the heads of our workmen, 
to prevent them, if possible, from re- 
pairing at night the damage received in 
the day. It did not nevertheless ob- 
struct the duties in the department of 
the engineers ; and the artillery were 
not hindered from further completing 
the expense magazines with ammuni- 
tion. The 97th regiment was now so 
far recovered, as for some time to assist 
in the fiuigue duties of the garrison: 
and this day the officers, with 100 men, 
were added to the general roster. The 
town guards were also ordered to as- 
semble in Southport ditch. 

The enemy's men-of-war (as we ex- 
pected) repeated their attack very early 
on the morning of the 10th. Each ship 
carried a light at her mizen-peak ; but 
they did not approach near enough to 
produce much efiect We received 
them with a well-supported fire ; and 
the next morning observed one of them 
at anchor, with her bowsprit unshipped, 
at Algeziras. The remaining 8 re- 
newed their cannonade about 9 in the 
forenoon, and killed 2 of the marine 
brigade, and wounded a seijeant of ar- 
tillery and ^ others. After they had 
passed as before, the^r wore ship, appa- 
rently with an intention of continumg 
their visits, but suddenly put about, 
hauled their wind, and anchored off the 
Orange-erove. We were afterwards 
informed, that the discovery of a red- 
hot shot on board one of the ships was 



the immediate cause of this hasty man- 
ceuvre. 

The enemy continued their firing 
from the is&mus, recommencing at 
morning gun-fire on the 10th fhmi 
their gun batteries. At 7 o'clock, includ- 
ing the expenditure on the 8th, ^ey had 
discharged 5527 shot and 2302 shells, 
exclusive of the number fired by the 
men-of-war and mortar boats. The 
garrison, on the contrary, took no fiir- 
3ier notice of them, than to return a 
few rounds from the terrace batteries 
at their working parties, who were re- 
pairing the damage done on the 8th, 
and completing the rest of their works. 
In the course of the day, the Brilliant 
and Porcupine frigates were scuttled by 
the navy in the New mole; and att 
night the engineers, with a working* 
party, cleared the lines of rubbish, and 
restored those traverses which had 
been demolished. At night, the ene- 
my's fire was under the same regula- 
tion as the preceding evening. 

The next morning, when our guards 
were relieving, a signal was niade at 
the tower, near the quarry, under the 
Queen of Spain's Chair ; and the ene- 
my's cannonade became excessively 
brisk: fortunately few casualties oc- 
curred. Their firing, when this object 
ceased to engage them, seemed to be 
principally directed against the obstruc- 
tions at Landport, and in that part of 
the garrison. Many of the palisades in 
the covered way were destroyed, and 
the chevaux-de-frise considerably in- 
jured: artificers were however con- 
stantly detached to repair those breaches, 
so that the whole were kept in a better 
state than might be expected. In the 
afternoon, we began to conclude, that 
the attack with & battering-ships was 
no longer to be deferred. Several de- 
tachments of soldiers embarked from 
the camp, and others were standing on 
the neighbouring eminences; which, 
with the appearance in the evening of 
signals like those which had been ob- 
served on the night of the 7th, led us 
to imagine that every preparation was 
complete; and the wind at that time 
blowing gently in the bay, from the 
north'west, favoured our conjecture. 
Landport and Waterport guards were 
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immediately reinforced, the fhmaoes 
and grates for heating shot were lighted, 
and the artillery ordered to man the 
batteries. 

Thus prepared, we waited their ap- 
pearance ; for it seemed to be the ^- 
neral opinion, that the batterin^-ships 
would advance, and be moored in the 
night, that the^ might be less exposed 
to^ annoyance m this duly, and open 
with greater effect together at day- 
break. Our attention was however 
called off from the bay to the land-side, 
where the enemj had set fire to the 
barriers of Baynside andForbes's; and 
the whole of those palisades, to the 
water's ed^ were instantly involved in 
flames. The northern guards and 
pickets were immediately under arms, 
and a smart discharge of musketry was 
directed upon several parties, which, 
'by the light of the fire, were discovered 
in the meadows. The enemy increas- 
ing their bombardment, and nothing 
new happening in consequence of the 
conflagration, the pickets and guards 
were remanded under cover; but the 
artillery continued upon the batteries. 
We had scarcely recovered from this 
alarm, before the gun and mortar boats, 
with the bomb-ketches, began to bom- 
bard the northern front, taking their 
stations off the King's bastion, extending 
towards Fort St Philip. They com- 
menced about an hour after mianight ; 
and their fire, added to that of the land 
batteries, exceedingly annoyed Water- 
port and its vicinity. The out-pickets 
were again under arms, but providen- 
tially our loss was trifling. We re- 
turned a few rounds from the sea-line, 
but still disregarded the batteries on 
the isthmus; excepting when their 
workmen appeared, or were thought to 
be employed. Major Lewis, comman- 
dant of the artillery, was unfortunately 
amongst the wounded. The confine- 
ment of this active officer at this cri- 
tical juncture might have been highly 
prejudicial to the service, had not his 
seconds been of confirmed ability and 
experience : owing to their united ex- 
ertions, the several duties in that com- 
plicated and important department con- 
tinued to be conducted with efficiency 
and success. 



When the gun-boats retired, nothing 
new occurred till the morning of the 
12th : the enemy's firing continued to 
be supported at the average of 4000 
rounds in the 24 hours. About 8 
o'clock, reports were received fi*om 
Europa guard, that a large fleet had 
appeared in the Straits from the west- 
ward. The wind was brisk, and we 
had scarcely time to form any conjec- 
tures concerning them, ere they ap- 
proached the bay ; and proved to be the 
combined fleets of France and Spain, 
consisting of 7 3-deckers, and 31 ships 
of 2 decks ; with 3 frigates and a num- 
ber of xebeques, bomb-ketches, and 
hospital-ships; the whole under the 
command of ten admirals, and a broad 
pendant. In the afternoon, they were 
all at anchor in the ba^ between the 
Oran^grove and Algeziras. 

This great accumulation of force 
could not fidl to surprise, if not alarm 
the garrison. It appeared as if the 
enemy meant, previous to their final 
efforts, to strike, if possible, a terror 
through their opponents, by displaying 
before us a more powerful armament 
than had probably ever been brought 
against any fortress. 47 sail of the 
Ime, including 3 inferior two-deckers, 
10 battering-ships, deemed perfect in 
design, and esteemed invincible, carry- 
ing 212 guns; innumerable frigates, 
xebeques, bomb-ketches, cutters, gun 
and mortar boats, and smaller craft for 
disembarking men ; these were assem- 
bled in the bay. On the land side 
were most stupendous and strong bat- 
teries and works, mounting 200 pieces 
of heavy ordnance, and protected by an 
army of near 40,000 men, commanded 
by a victorious and active general, of 
the highest reputation, and animate 
with the immediate presence of two 
princes of the royal blood of France, 
with other dignified personages, and 
many of their own nobili^. Such a 
naval and military spectacle most cer- 
tainly is not to be equalled in the an- 
nals of war. From such a combination 
of power, and favourable concurrent 
circumstances, it was natural enough 
that the Spanish nation should antici. 
pate the luost glorious consequences. 
Indeed their coi^dence in the effect to 
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be prodaced by the battering-sbips 
passed all bounds; and, in the enthu- 
siasm excited by the magnitude of their 
preparations, it was uouxht highly 
criminal, as we afterwards learned, 
even to whisper a doubt of the success. 

In drawing these flattering conclu- 
sions, the enemy, however, seemed en- 
tirely to have overlooked the nature of 
that force which was opposed to them ; 
for, though the garrison scarcely con- 
sisted of more than 7,000 effective men, 
including the marine brigade, they 
forgot that they were now veterans in 
this service, had been a long time ha- 
bituated to the effects of artillery, and 
were prepared by degrees for the 
arduous conflict tnat awaited them. 
We were, at the same time, commanded 
by officers of approved courage, pru- 
dence, and ability ; eminent for all the 
accomplishments of their profesaon, 
and in whom we had unbounded con- 
fidence. Our spirits too were not a 
little elevated by the success attending 
the recent practice of firing red-hot 
shot, which in this attack we hoped 
would enable us to bring our labours 
to a period, and relieve us from the 
tedious cruelty of another vexatious 
blockade. 

Before the garrison had well dis- 
covered the force of their new visitors, 
an occurrence happened, which, though 
trifling in itself, I trust I shall be ex- 
cused for noticing. When the van of 
the combined fleet had entered the bay, 



and the soldiers in town were atten- 
tively viewing the ships, alleging, 
amongst other reasons for their arrival, 
that the British fleet must undoubtedly 
be in porsait ; on a sudden, a general 
huzza was ^ven, and all, to a man, 
cried out, the British admiral was cer- 
tainly in their rear, as a flag for a fleet 
was hoisted upon our Signal-house pole. 
For some moments the flattering idea 
was indulged; but our hopes were soon 
damped by the sudden disappearance of 
the sienal. We were afterwards in- 
formed by the guard at that post, that 
what our creative &ncies had imagined 
to be a flag, was an eagle, which, after 
several evolutions, had perched a few 
minutes on the westernmost pole, and 
then flew away toward the east. 
Though less superstitious than the 
ancient Romans, many could not help 
fimcying it a &vourable omen to the 
garrison; and the event of the suc- 
ceeding day justified the prognostica- 
tion. 

In the morning of the 12th, the go- 
vernor reinforced the pickets of the 
line; nine of which, in future, were 
stationed in town, and ^tributed as 
follows; two at Waterport, two at 
Landport, two in the lines, and the 
remaining three in the picket-yard, 
with the field-officer of the town dis- 
trict. The other picket of the line was 
stationed at the southward. The fol- 
lowing return specifies the strength of 
the pickets at this period. 



sub, i. d. r. ^/. 

The artillery, and HanoTertan brigade, each corps 1 1 1 99 

The 12th, 39tb, 56ih, and 58th regimeuta ditto 1 1 1 54 

The 72nd and 73rd regiments . . ditto 1 1 1 76 

The 97th regiment . . . ditto 1 1 1 56 



Total four captains, one of the artillery and three of the line 11 II 11 580 



In the evening about dusk, a num- 
ber of men were observed to embark 
Arom the Orange-grove, on board the 
battering^hips ; which, with the pre- 
sence of the combined fieet, and the 
wind blowing favourably, induced us 
to conclude tmit the important and long 
meditated attack was not long to be 
deferred. 

The enemy's cannonade was con- 
tinued, almost on the same scale as the 



preceding days, during the night of the 
12th. The next morning we observed 
the combined fleet had made some new 
arrangements in their position, or moor- 
ings, and that the remiuning two bat- 
tering-ships had joined the others at the 
Orange-grove, where their whole at- 
tacking force seemed to be now assem- 
bled. About a quarter before seven 
o'clock, some motions were observed 
amongst their shipping; and soon after 
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the battering-ships got under way, with 
a gentle breeze from the north-west, 
standing to the southward, to clear the 
men-of-war, and were attended by a 
number of boats. As our navy were 
constantly of opinion that the batter- 
ing-ships would be brought before the 
garrison in the night, few suspected that 
the present manoeuvres were prepara- 
tory to their finally entering on the 
interesting enterprise; but, observing 
a crowd of spectators on the beach, 
near Point Mala, and upon the neigh- 
bouring eminences, and the ships edg- 
ing down towards the garrison, the 
governor thought it woidd be impru- 
dent any longer to doubt it. The 
town batteries were accordingly man- 
ned, and the grates and furnaces for 
heating shot ordered to be lighted. 

Thus prepared for their reception, 
we had leisure to notice the enemy's 
evolutions. The ten battering-ships, 
after leaving the men-of-war, wore 
to the north; and, a little past nine 
o'clock, bore down in admirable order 
for their several stations ; the admiral, 
in a two-decker, mooring about 900 
yards off the King's bastion, the others 
successively taking their places to the 
right and left of the flag-ship, in a mas- 
terly manner; the most distant being 
about 1100 or 1200 yards from the 
garrison. Our artillery allowed the 
enemy eveir reasonable advantage, in 
permitting them without molestation to 
choose their distance ; but as soon as 
the first ship dropped her anchors, 
which was about a quarter before ten 
o'clock, that instant our firing com- 
menced. The enemy were completely 
moored in a little more than ten 
minutes, and their cannonade then be- 
came in a high degree tremendous. 
The showers of shot and shells which 
were now directed finom their land-bat- 
teries, the battering-ships, and, on l^e 
other hand, from the various works of 
the garrison, exhibited a scene, of which 
perhaps neither the pen nor the pencil 
can mmish a competent idea. It is 
sufficient to say that upward of four 
hundred pieces of the heaviest artiflery 
were playing at the same moment : 
n instance which has scarcely oc- 
rred in any siege since the invention 



of those wonderful engines of de- 
struction.* 

After some hours' cannonade, t^e 
battering-ships were found to be no less 
formidable than they had been repre- 
sented. Our heaviest shells often re- 
bounded from their t(^s, whilst the 
32-poimd shot seemed incapable of 
making any visible impression upon 
their hulls. Frequently we flattered 
ourselves they were on fire; but no 
sooner did any smoke appear than, with 
the most persevering intrepidity, men 
were observed applying water, from 
their engines within, to those places 
whence the smoke issued. These cir- 
cumstances, with the prodigious can- 
nonade which they maintained, gave us 
reason to imagine that the attack would 
not be so soon decided as, from our re- 
cent success against their land-batteries, 
we had fon(fiy expected. Even the 
artillery themselves, at this period, had 
their doubts of the effect of the red-hot 
shot, which began to be used about 
twelve, but were not general till be- 
tween one and two o'clock, f The 
enemy's cannon at the conmiencement 
were too much elevated, but about 
noon their firing was powerful and 
well directed. Our casualties then be- 
came numerous, particularly on those 
batteries north of the King's bastion, 
which were warmly annoyed by ihQ 
enemy's flanking and reverse fire from 
the land. Though so vexatiously an- 
noyed from the isthmus, our artillery 
totally disregarded their opponents in 
that quarter, directing their sole atten- 
tion to the battering-ships, the furious 
and spirited opposition of which served 
to excite our people to more animated 
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Garrison ordnance in action . 



.328 
.. 96 

424 
t As the ordnance portable fomaces for 
heating shot were not sufficient in number to 
supply the demands of the artillery when the 
attack was at its height, large fires were kin- 
dled of wood in the corners of the nearest 
buildings, and shot, being thrown into these 
piles, were soon heated red-hot. These sup- 
plies were jocularly termed by the men 
"roasted potatoes.**' 
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exertions. A fire more tremendous, if 
possible, than ever was therefore di- 
rected from the garrison. Incessant 
showers of hot balls, carcasses, and 
shells of every- species flew from all 
quarters ; and, as the masts of seyeral 
of the ships were shot away and the 
rigging of all was in great confusion, 
our hopes of a fevourable and speedy 
decision began to revive. 

About noon their mortar boats and 
bomb-ketches attempted to second the 
attack from the battering-ships; but, 
the wind having changed to the south- 
west and blowing a smart breeze, with 
a heavy swell, they were prevented 
taking a part in the action. The same 
reason also hindered our gun-boats 
from flanking the battering-ships from 
the southward. 

For some hours the attack and de- 
fence were so equally well supported 
as scarcely to admit any appearance of 
superiority in the cannonade on either 
side. The wonderflil construction of 
the ships seemed to bid defiance to the 
powers of the heaviest ordnance. In 
the aAemoon, however, the face of 
things began to change considerably: 
the smoke which had been observed to 
issue from the upper part of the flag- 
ship appeared to prevail, notwithstand- 
ing the constant application of water, 
and the admiral's second was perceived 
to be in the same condition. Concision 
was now apparent on board several 
of the vessels, and by the evening their 
cannonade was considerably abated; 
about seven or eight o'clock it almost 
totally ceased, excepting from one or 
two ships to the northward, which, 
from their distance, had suffered little 
injury. 

When their firing began to slacken, 
various signals were made from the 
southernmost ships ; and as the evening 
advanced, many rockets were thrown 
up, to inform their friends (as we after- 
wards learned) of their extreme danger 
and distress. These signals were im- 
mediately answered, and several boats 
were seen to row round the disabled 
ships. Our artillery, at this period, 
must have caused dreadful havoc 
amongst them. An indistinct clamour, 
with lamentable cries and groans, pro- 



ceeded (during the short intervals of 
cessation^ fh)m all quarters; and, a 
little berore midnight, a wreck floated 
in under the town line-wall, upon 
which were twelve men, who only, out 
of three-score which were on board 
their launch, had escaped. These cir- 
cumstances convinced us that we had 
gained an advantage over the enemy, 
yet we did not conceive that the victory 
was so complete as the succeeding 
morning evinced. Our firing was 
therefore continued, though with less 
vivacity; but as the artillery, from such 
a hard-fought day, exposed to the in- 
tense heat of a warm sun, in addition 
to the harassing duties of the preceding 
night, were much fiitigued, and as it 
was impossible to foresee what new ob- 
jects might demand their service the 
following day, the governor, about six 
in the evening, when the enemy's fire 
abated, permitted the majority of the 
officers and men to be relieved by a 
picket of a hundred men from the ma- 
rine brigade, under the command of 
Lieutenant Trentham ; and officers and 
non-commissioned officers of the artil- 
lery were stationed on the difierent 
batteries, to direct the sailors in the 
mode of firing the hot shot. 

About an hour after midnight, the 
battering-ship which had sufiered the 
greatest injury, and which had been 
irequently on fire the preceding day, 
was completely in flames ; and by two 
o'clock in the morning of the 14th, she 
appeared as one continued blaze from 
stem to stem. The ship to the south- 
ward of her was also on fire, but did 
not bum with so much rapidity. The 
light thrown out on all sides by the 
flames enabled the artillery to point 
the guns with the utmost precision, 
whilst the rock and neighbouring ob- 
jects were highly illuminated, forming, 
witii the constant flashes of our caxmon, 
a mingled scene of sublimity and terror. 
Between three and four o'clock, nx 
other of tiie battering-ships indicated 
the efficacy of red-hot shot ; and the 
approaching day now promised us one 
of the completest defensive victories on 
record. 

Brigadier Curtis, who was encamped 
with his brigade at Europa, being in 
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fonned that the enemy'8 ships were in 
flames, and that the calmness of the sea 
would permit his gun-boats to act, 
marched, about three o'clock a.m., with 
a detachment to the New mole ; and, 
drawing up his twelve boats in such 
manner as to flank the battering-ships, 
compelled their boats to abandon them. 
As the day approached and the garri- 
son fire abated, the brigadier advanced 
and captured two launches filled with 
men. These boats attempted to escape, 
but a shot killing and wounding several 
men on board one of them, both surren- 
dered, and were conducted to Ragged 
Staff. The brigadier being* informed 
by the prisoners that many men were 
through necessity left by Uieir friends 
on board the ships, he generously de- 
termined to rescue them fh>m the in- 
evitable death which seemed to impend. 
Some of these infatuated wretches ne- 
vertheless, it is said, refused at first the 
deliverance which was tendered to 
them, preferring the chance of that 
death which appeared inevitable to be- 
ing put to the sword, which they had 
been persuaded would be the conse- 
quence if they submitted to the garri- 
son. Being left, however, some mo- 
ments to the horrors of their &te, they 
beckoned the boats to return, and re- 
signed themselves to the clemency of 
their conquerors. 

Whilst the navy were thus humanely 
relieving their distressed enemy, the 
flames reached the magazine of one of 
the battering-ships to the northward, 
which blew up, about five o'clock, with 
a dreadful explosion. In a quarter of 
an hour following, another, in the 
centre of the line, met with a similar 
fate. The wreck from the latter spread 
to a vast extent, and involved our gun- 
boats in the most imminent danger: 
one was sunk, but the crew were saved. 
A hole was forced through the bottom 
of the brigadier's boAt, his coxswain 
killed, and the strokesman wounded, 
and for some time the crew were ob- 
scured in the cloud of smoke. After 
this very fortunate escape, it was deemed 
prudent to withdraw toward the garri- 
son, to avoid the peril arising from the 
blowing-up of the remaining ships, 
"^e brigadier, however, visited two 



other ships in his return, and landed 
9 officers, 2 priests, and 334 private 
soldien and seamen, all Spaniards, 
which, with 1 officer and 11 French- 
men who had floated in the preceding 
evening, made the total number saved 
amount to 357. Many of the prisoners 
were severely and some of them dread- 
ftdly wounded. They were instantly, 
on being brought on shore, conveyed 
to our hospital, and every remedy ad- 
ministered necessary for their different 
cases.* 

During the time that the marine bri- 
gade were encountering every danger 
in their endeavours to save an enemy 
ftom perishinff, the batteries on the 
isthmus (whidi ceased the preceding 
evening, most likely for want of am- 
munition, and which had opened again 
upon the garrison on the morning of 
the 14th) maintained a warm fire upon 
the town, which killed and wonnded 
several men ; and three or four shells 
burst in the air, over the place where 
their countrymen were landed. This 
ungenerous proceeding could not escape 
the observation of the spectators in their 
camp, and orders probably were sent to 
the lines for the batteries to cease, as 
they were silent about ten o'clock. 

Notwithstanding the efforts of the 
marine brigade in relieving the terri- 
fied victims from the burning ships, 
many unfortunate men could not be 
removed. The scene at this time ex- 
hibited was as affecting, as that which 
had been presented in the act of hosti- 
lity had been terrible and tremendous. 
Men crying from amidst the flames for 
pity and assistance; others, on board 
those ships where tiie fire had made 



* The following extract from a contempo- 
rary account by a French officer, who served 
in the besieging army, and waa an eyewitnea 
of this scene, shows a generous appreciation of 
the efforts made by the garrison to succour 
those with whom they had been so lately 
contending : — ** Je n'ai ni I'anglomanie qui 
exag^r? le merite de la nation Britannique, 
ni la liaine nationale qui dissimule; mais c'est 
pour moi une satisfaction bien douce de payer 
aux Anglais, liberateursdes malheureux laisnes 
dans les prames, le tribut d'eloges que meri- 
taient dans ee moment lear courage et leor 
humanite. L'Espagne et la France doivent 
etre k jamais reconnoissantes de cette gene* 
rosite inooio.** 
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little progress, imploring relief with 
the most expressive gestures and signs 
of despair ; whilst seyeral, equally ex- 
posed to the dangers of the opposite 
element, trusted themselves, onvarioaB 
parts of the wreck, to the chance of 
paddling themselves to the shore. A 
felucca belonging to the enemy ap- 
proached from the Orange-grove, i>ro- 
bably with the intention of relieving 
these unfortunate persons ; but, jealous 
of her motives, the garrison suspected 
that she came to set fire to one of the 
battering-ships which appeared litde 
injured, and obliged her to retire. Of 
the 6 ships which were still in flames, 
3 blew up before eleven o'clock; the 
other 3 burnt to the water's edge, the 
magazines being wetted by the enemy 
before the principal officers quitted the 
ships. The admiral's flag was on board 
one of the latter, and was consumed 
with the vessel. The remaining two 
battering-ships, we flattered ourselves, 
might be saved as glorious trophies of 
our success; but one of them unex- 
pectedly burst out into flames, and in a 
short time blew up, with a terrible re- 
port; and Captain Gibson representing 
It as impracticable to preserve the 
other, it was burnt in tne afternoon, 
under his directions. Thus the navy 
put a finishing hand to this signal de- 
fensive victory. 

During the hottest period of the 
enemy's cannonade, the governor was 
present on the King's b^on, whilst 
Lieut.'General Boyd* took his station 
upon the South bastion, animating the 
garrison by their presence, and en- 
couraging them to emulaticm. The 
exertions and activity of the brave ar- 
tillery, in this well-fought contest, de- 

* It vill not be improper in this place to 
repeat, that General Boyd laid the foundation 
stone of the King's bastion, as it will be an 
apology for introdueing a remarkable speech 
of the General on that occasion. In 1773, 
General Boyd, attended by Colonel Green, 
the chief engineer, and many fleld-oflBcers of 
the garrison, laid the first stone of that work, 
with the ceremony usual on such occasions, 
tjpon fixing the stone in its place. *' This." 
niA the General, ** is the first stone of a work 
which I name the * King's Bastion :' may it be 
4M gallantly defended, as I know it will m ably 
0xecated ; and may T live to see it rttiit ths 
united ^jffirU of France and Spain.** 



serve the highest conunendations. To 
their skill, perseverance, and courage, 
with the zealous assistance of the lins 
(particularly the corps in town, the 
39th and 72nd regiments), was Gi- 
braltar indebted for its safety against 
the combined powers, by sea and land, 
of France and Spain ; and the marine 
brigade, though they had not so consi- 
derable a share in the duties of the 
batteries, yet merit the warmest praises 
for their generous intrepidity in rescu- 
ing their devoted enemies finom amidst 
the flames. 

Whilst the enem^ were cool, and 
their ships had received Uttie damage, 
their principal objects were the King's 
bastion, and line-wall, north of Grants 
bastion. Their largest ships (wmch 
were about 1400 tons burden) were 
stationed off the former, in order to 
silence that important battery, whilst 
a breach was attempted by the rest, in 
the curtain extending firom the latter 
to Montague's bastion. If a breach 
had been effected, the prisoners in- 
formed us that ** their grenadiers were 
to have stormed the garrison imder 
cover of the combined fleets." The 
private men complained bitterly of 
their officers for describing the batter- 
ing-ships to be invulnerable, and for 
promism^ that they were to be seconded 
by ten sail of the line, and all the gun 
and mortar boats. They further told 
us, that " the^ had been taught to be- 
lieve the garrison would not be able to 
discharge many rounds of hot balls: 
their astonishment, therefore, was in- 
conceivable when tiiey discovered that 
we fired them with the same precision 
and vivaci^ as cold shot" " Admiral 
Moreno," they said, ** quitted the Pas- 
tora, which was the flag-ship, a little 
before midnight ; but other officers re- 
tired much earlier." The loss sus- 
tained by the enemy could never be 
ascertained ; but, from the infbrmation 
of the prisoners, and the numbers seen 
dead on board the ships, we estimated 
it could not be less than 2000 men, in- 
cluding the prisoners. The casualties 
of the garrison, on the contrary, were 
so trifling, that it will appear almost 
incredible that such a quantity of fire, 
in almost all its destructive modes <rf 
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action, should not have produced more 
effect, with respect to the loss of men. 
The return stands thus : — 



SEPTEMBER 13TH, 1782. 



Killed. 



Pegimentt. 
Royal Artillery 
ISth Regiment 
39th ditto . 
56th ditto . 
58th ditto . 
72nd ditto . 
73id ditto • 
97th ditto . 
Hardenberg's 
Reden's . . 
De la Motte'8 
Engineers, with the 
Artificer Company 
Marine Brigade • > 

Total . . . 



0. s. d. 

\ 


2 


















































5 


2 
2 
1 
2 








1 



fFovnded. 

' .^ 

0. I. d. C 

8 21 






1 

1 




















2 

2 
4 
12 
8 
2 
1 

1 



t> 
5 



1 2 IS 5 S3 



O/Keen hilled and unnrnded. 
AHillerj'— Captain Reeves killed; Captains 

Groves and Siward, with Lieut. Godfrey, 

wounded. 
58th regiment — Lieutenant Wetham (who had 

permission to act as an artillery officer) 

wounded. 
73rd regiment — Captain M'Kenzie wounded. 

The distance of the battering-ships 
from the 'garrison was exactly such as 
our artillery could have wished. It 
required so small an elevation that al- 
most every shot took effect; and die 





Names of the 


Guns 


Guns 






Battering-ships. 


in use. 


in reserve. 


Men. 




/Pastora . . 


21 


10 


760 


"S 


Tailla Piedra 


21 


10 


760 


•ej 


Paula Prima 


21 


lu 


760 


o 


El Rosario 


19 


10 


700 


St. Christoval 


18 


10 


650 


• 


r Principe Carlos . 


11 




400 


S 


San Juan . . 


9 




340 


"C-l 


Paula Secunda . 


9 




340 




Santa Anna . « 


7 




300 


I Los Dolores • 


6 




250 



cannon thus elevated did not require 
the shot to be wadded — ^a circumstance 
not unimportant, as the time, which at 
point-blank would have been expended 
m doubly wadding, was employed m 
keeping up the cannonade with greater 
brisimess. The damage done to our 
works held no proportion with the vio- 
lence of the attack, and the excessive 
cannonade which thev had sustained. 
The merlons of the different batteries 
were disordered, and the flank of 
Orange's bastion "vt-as a littie injured ; 
but the latter was chiefly done by the 
land fire, and was not of such conse- 
quence as to afford any room for appre- 
hension. The ordnance and carria^ 
were also damaged ; but, by the activity 
of the artillery, the whole sea-line, 
before night, was again in serviceabk 
order. 

The enemy, in this action, had 328 
pieces of heavy ordnance in play; 
whilst the garrison had only 80 cannon, 
7 mortars, and 9 howitzers in opposi- 
tion. Upwards of 8300 rounds (more 
than half of which were hot shot), and 
716 barrels of powder, were ex[>ended 
by our artillery. What quantity of 
ammunition was used by the enemy- 
could never be ascertained. The fol- 
lowing was handed about as an au- 
thentic list of the battering-ships : — 



^ Commanders. 
Rear- Admiral Buenaventura Moreno. 
Prince of Nassau -Siegben.* 
Don Gayetana Lansara. 
Don Fnmcisco Xavier Munos. 
Don Frederico Graiino. 
Don Antonio Basurta. 
Don Joseph Angeler. 
Don I^blo de Cx>sa. 
Don Joseph Goicoechea. 
Don Pedro Sanches. 



142 70 5260 

N.B.— About 86 men to each gun in use, besides sailors, &c. to work the ships. 



The afternoon of the 14th, several 
thousand men marched with colours 
from the enemy's camp to their lines, and 
many ships in the combined fleet loosed 
their top-sails. These motions, and the 
circumstance of many of their boats 



being manned, caused various specula- 
tions in the garrison. Whatever their 
future operations might be, it was pru- 
dent to be on our ffuard : the artillery 
were ordered theremre to remain upon 
the batteries, and the furnaces for heat- 



* M. d'Aryon, the French engineer, and projector of the floating batteries, embarked <m 
board the Tailla Piedra, and quitted the ship about half an hour after midnight, as he itatM to 
the Defence of his plan of attack, which was published at Cadif the following year. 
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ing shot to be kept lighted, lest the 
enemy should be prompted to put all 
to the sti^e, and attempt the garrison 
by a general attack. It was indeed 
afterwards mmoored, that such a de- 
sign had been in contemplation, bnt 
was overmled by the duke, who was 
of opinion it would be enxmng the 
fleet and army to ineyitable destrucdon. 

Notwithstanding thmr recent defeat, 
the enemy continued their cannonade 
from the isthmus; expencQng, during 
the remainder of the month, from 1000 
to 2000 rounds in the 24 hours ; dimi- 
nishing gradually, and confining their 
shells to the night Their operations 
on the land side were also still carried 
on ; and, if we were able to form any 
conjectures at this period, fh>m their 
motions to the nordiward, their late 
misfortune did not seem at all to damp 
their hopes of succeeding against the 
garrison. A flag of truce went on the 
15th with letters from our prisoners 
to the ciunp; and about two o'clock 
in the afternoon, the combined fleet 
handed in their top-sails. Some hours 
afterwards they manned their yards, 
and fired a grand salute. We were at 
a loss to account for these singular re- 
joicings.* Lieut M'Namara, of the 
72nd regiment, was wounded ibe same 
day at Willis's, where our working 
parties were employed clearing away 
the rubbldi from the batteries. 

The garrison haTine experienced 
the powerful efficacy of red-Jiot shot, 
and the governor thinking it expedient 
to have a continual supply of them, the 
engineers erected kilns (similar to tiiose 
used in burning lime, bnt smaller) in 
various parts of the garrison. They 
were large enough to heat upward of 
100 balls in an hour and a quarter; 
and, by this inyention, hot shot were, if 
thought necessary, kept continually 
ready for use. Our former method of 
heatmg the shot was either in the grates 
and fUmaces made for that purpose, or 
by piling them in a comer of some old 
house adjoining the batteries (as was 

* The following extract from the French 
account of the siege, already quoted, may 
aefTC to explain this circumstance: — "Lie 
15, le Comte d'Artois fit k Dom Louis de Cor- 
dova rhonneux de se rendre a son bord." 



principally the practice on the ISth), 
and surrounding them with feiggots, 
pieces of timber, and small coal. By 
those means the artificers were enabled 
to supply the artillery with a constant 
succession for the ordnance. Answers 
were receiyed in the afternoon of the 
16th to the prisoners' letters. At night 
a great nunber of signals were made 
by the combined fleet Shot were 
therefore again ordered to be heated, 
and the artillery cautioned to be ready 
to man the batteries. The 89th and 
72nd re^ments also lay ftilly accoutred. 
The same night, the sailors recovered 
the gun-boat which had been sunk on 
the morning of the 14th. As the pri- 
soners informed us that intelligence 
had been receited, previous to the at- 
tack of the battering-ships, that Lord 
Howe, with the British fleet, was pre- 
paring to sail for the relief of Gibraltar, 
tiie navy began to prepare to raise the 
Brilliant and Porcupine frieites, which 
had been scuttled m the New mole ; 
but their efforts, for some time, were 
not attended with success. 

The Spaftish officers, prisoners, with 
the Frenchmen who were taken up 
from the wreck upon the night of the 
Idth, were sent to the camp on the 
evening of the 17th. The remaining 
^anish privates were encamped upon 
Windmill-hill, and ^ven in charge to 
the Corsicans. Of the number who 
had been saved from the battering- 
ships, were an officer, a captain of 
marines, and 29 privates, who were 
womukd. Most of these recovered in 
our hospital ; but the officer, notwith- 
standing every assistance and attention, 
died on the 17th. He was buried, 
the succeeding day, with all military 
honours, attended by the grenadiers of 
the d9th regiment 

When we reflected of what vast im- 
portance this grand enterprise was es- 
teemed, and what immense sums had 
been expended in the ingenious and 
formidable preparations, it was ob- 
served, with no small surprise, by many 
who were present when the prisonere 
were landed, that the majority of them 
seemed to be past that age when the 
vital powers are supposed to be in their 
greatest vigour. In an expedition where 
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yonth and ttrength best promised a 
laTonrable issae, this impolitic ammge- 
ment oeitednly could not pervade tbe 
"vrholel The Spaniards, tmm their 
dark complexion and meagre diet, 
haTe naturally, even when yoang, an 
aged look: and yet oar observations 
seemed confirmed by other indubitable 
ftots. Several bodies were thrown 
ashore, all of which seemed advanced 
in years; and one in particular ap- 
peared, firom his grey beard and lean 
Tisa^, past sixty. This corpse was 
horribly mutilated, and, with the mise- 
rable objects then under the care of our 
surgeons, convinced us, l^ ocular proof, 
of the dreadful haToc which our ar- 
tillery must have made in the latter 
part of the day. 

The westerly wind, which had cast 
up these unfi>rtunate men, threw also 
on shore many trifling cariosities, and 
some things of value, which had floated 
on the surface of the bay after the 
battering-ships had blown up. Large 
wax candles, such ai^ are usually burnt 
by the Romish priests before their al- 
tars ; salt provisions ; and a great num- 
ber of ammunition boxes, containing 
10 rounds of powder in linen car- 
tridges, were collected by the garrison 
the morning succeeding the defeat. 
Considerable pieces of maliogany, and 
some cedar, were saved from the wrecks 
of those ships whose magazines did not 
blow up, which were afterwards con- 
verted into various useflil articles, 
serving as memorials of our victory. 
The governor had a handsome set of 
tables made fbr the Convent (the holes 
in the cedar, where the fire had pene- 
trated, being filled up with sound wood, 
cut in various fibres, forming a beau- 
tiful contrast with the burnt part), 
which will serve as a standing monu- 
ment to the guests of the transactions 
of that glorious day. 

The enemy's fire on the 19th was 
warmer than the few preceding days ; 
and, which was rather extraordinary, 
it was continued whilst a flag of truce 
went from the governor, and another 
returned in answer. The officer who 
brought the Due de Crillon's answer 
was one of his aides-de-camp, the Comte 
ie Bufigniac, colonel of .the French | 



regimiBDt de Ghaitres. He pressed 
much to deliver his packet jwrtona^ 
to the governor, and offered to sulmut 
to be blindfolded, provided he could be 
admitted into the garrison. He was 
even so urgent as to put his foot on 
board oar boat, but was informed by 
the aide-de*caiiup that his request could 
not be complied with. As the Coont 
would not be content with this answer, 
oar flag was obliged to return to make 
known his extraordinary importunity 
to the governor, who politely excused 
himseli the honour which the Coant 
intended him, as the state of affiurs 
would not then permit it. We shall have 
occasion again to mention the Count 
before the close of tiiis work. The 
wind changed to the east in the nig-ht 
of the 19th; but the combined &et 
still remained at anchor in the bay. 
The 20th, the mortar boats, which had 
remained inactive for some time, bom- 
barded .the garrison. They seemed to 
be attended by only four or five gun- 
boats, imd were extremely cautious in 
directing their fire. Three shells fell 
in Southport ditch, amongst the 39th 
regiment 

Some changes took place in the go- 
vernor's suite on the 21st : town-major 
Captain Foolls was appointed aide-de- 
camp to the commander-in-chief, and 
Captain Delhoste, of the 72nd regiment, 
town-major. A flag of truce, the same 
day, brcmght over a letter from the 
duke, in answer to one from the 
governor, of the precedins day. Their 
boat also brought clothing for the 
Walon prisoners. In the evenings 
about eight o'clock, reports were re- 
ceived from the northern guards, that 
the enemy were in motion in their 
camp, and that troops were marching 
down to the lines. About the same 
time some extraordinary si^^nals were 
made by the Spanish admiral. The 
three pickets remaining with the field* 
officer in town were immediately de- 
tached to reinforce the captam of 
Landport, the lines, and Waterport, 
who, beside their usual guards, had 
each two pickets with them befiore. 
The d9th and 72nd regiments were 
again ordered to lie accoutred, and 
the artillery cautioned to be alert. By 
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this disposiliou it was evident the 
governor still expected a fhrther attack 
upon the garrison ; and that evening it 
was most to be apprehended, as it ^ras 
possible that the Duke by that dav 
miffht receive an answer from Madrid, 
indicating his futore operations. tJp- 
ward of 1200 men being thus distribated 
in the vicinity of the Grand battery, 
with two regiments at hand to act as 
corps de reserve, we waited the fiirther 
movements of the enemy. A little be- 
fore midnight, a soldier of the 7drd 
re^ment, removing rubbish from the 
Prince's lines, fell mim the extremity, 
and was killed. An officer with a 
small detachment was immediately or- 
dered from Landport to bring in the 
body. This was discovered by the 
enemy's advUiiced parties, who opposed 
it by a brisk discharge of mnsketry in 
regular platoons. Queen's lines guard 
protected our party, who returned with 
the body without any casualties. The 
sUsady and animated fire supported by 
the enemy convinced us of the strength 
of their advanced posts. Nothing ex- 
traordinary, however, happened during 
the night after this occurrence. 

The governor still continued the 
party at Lower Forbes's under the 
lines. On the night of the 2drd they 
discovered two men near the stone 
sentry-box, within the ruins of the old 
barrier. Tlie serjeanfs orders (the 
reader may remember) were, not to 
fire but in his own defence, or in case 
of an alarm ; but observing them 
measuring with a chain the distance 
between the foot of the rock and the 
Inundation, and thinking they might 
be persons of some consequence, and 
probably possessed of memorandums 
which might discover the motives of 
their manoeuvres, he determined in this 
case to firerthey, in return, alarmed 
at his preparations, suddenly appeared 



on the defensive ; but the seijeant was 
so lucky as to kUl the principal person, 
and the other ran off. The body was 
instantiy brought in, but no papers of 
consequence were found about him. 
He was thought to have been a volun- 
teer. The Serjeant, who was a cadet 
in General Beden's regiment, was soon 
^terwards promoted to a commission ; 
but whether for this service, or in his 
tour, I cannot inform my reader. 

^ The enemy's firing seemed now to be 
directed under the following regulations. 
About five or six in the morning, when 
tiie^ night-pickets were retiring fit>m 
their posts, the cannonade commenced, 
and continued pretty brisk till noon. 
From twelve to two o'clock there was 
the usual intermission ; for, as I have 
remarked before, the Spaniards would 
not be deprived of their customary nap, 
or siesta. In the decline of the day 
they discharged more or less, as their 
caprice dictated. About seven in the 
evening their cannon ceased, and their 
mortars took up the fire, continuing it till 
daybreakof the succeeding day. Tbe 
ammunition now expended was gene- 
rally from 400 to 500, and sometimes 
600 shells in the 24 hours, with from 
600 to 1000 shot The profusion of 
tiie former had greati^ diminished tiie 
immense piles in their artillery park, 
and their howitasers were by no means 
so lavish of their troublesome shells as 
they had been. 

The 24th, the Brilliant frigate was 
nused after much trouble. The same 
day about noon, upward of 50 boats, 
which had been assembled for the 
attack, returned to the westward, and 
the mantiet>boats retired up the river 
Palmones. The departure of tiie for- 
mer, with others which had left tiie 
ba^r the two preceding davs, reduced 
their remaining small craft to a very 
trifling number. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 



The Combined Fleets remain in Gibnltar Bay, being detennined to oppose the relief of the 
Oarriaon — Captain Cartia yisits the Euemy'a Camp to establish a cartel — Enemy raise 
additional works— The Combined Fleets greatly distressed by a hurricane — A Spanish line- 
of-battle ship is driven under the walls of Gibraltar, and submits to the Garrison — At this 
Juncture the British Fleet appear in the Straits, but the convoy unfortunately pass the 
Rock to the eastward — Letters received fh)m the British Ministry by the Governor — ^The 
Combined Fleets, after making repairs, fbllow the British Fleet into the Mediterranean, 
but avoid an action — Lord Howe conducts the convoy safe into the Bay, returns to the 
westward, and is followed by the Combined Fleets — ^Enemy's cannonade diminishes, and 
the fire from the Garrison increases — Enemy establish a post under the Rock near the 
Devil's Towers Repeat their attacks from the gun-boats— The Due de Crillon acquaints 
General Eliott that the preliminaries of a General Peace had been signed — Hostilities in 
consequence cease — ^The Emperor of Morocco sends a present of cattle with a letter to 
Geneial Eliott, who soon afterwards reeelves fron England official aoeoants of the Peace- 
Interview between the Due de Crillon and the Governor — ^The Governor views the Spanidi 
batteries, and dines at San Roque — The Duke returns the visit, in the Garrison — Oeremony 
of investing the Governor with the Order of the Bath — Sit George Augustus EUott's speech 
to the Garrison, upon commnnieating to them the Thanks of the King and Parliament for 
their Defence of Gibraltar. 



Notwithstanding that we might na^ 
turally infer, from the dLsperaion of 
their small craft, that the enemy had 
at length relinquished the hope of 
taking Gibraltar by force of arms, yet 
the continuance of their cannonade, 
and the presence of the combined fleets 
(though frequent opportunities had of* 
lered for their return to the westward), 
rendered their conduct so ambiguous 
that we could form no idea what line 
they purposed to pursue in their future 
operations. We knew a relief was in- 
tended by the British fleet; but we 
could never' imagine, if there was any- 
thing of an equality, that the enemy 
would venture an opposition, even 
though a victory might make them 
masters of Gibraltar. We waited, 
therefore, a few days to observe the 
movements of our adversaries, and bv 
their actions expected to solve the dif- 
ficulty. 

The evening of the 26th of Septem- 
ber, the whole of the combined army 
were under arms, formed in one line 
{which extended about four miles and 
- half) from the river Guadiuranque to 



verv near Fort Tonara. Some persons 
of nigh nmk, attended by a numerous 
suite of cavalry, passed along the front ; 
and they were not dismissed till after 
sunset. In the evening, M^jor Hors- 
fally of the 72nd regiment; was wounded 
by a splinter of a shell. At night, 
another of our workmen in the Prince's 
lines fell from the extremity, and was 
killed. A party was detached from 
Landport to bring in the bodv, and the 
Queen's lines and other guards ordered 
to protect them; the enemy however 
remained quiet The 27th, their parties 
began to collect brushwood for &scines. 
T^ circumstance served the more to 
increase our doubts relative to their 
future conduct The same day, our 
nav^ got up the Porcupine, frigate ; the 
engineers also finished the Royal and 
Green's lodge batteries. The former 
is 1300, and the latter 900 feet above 
the level of the isthmus ; yet, notwith- 
standing this elevation, the enemy's 
fire, durine Don Alvarez's bombard- 
ment, was round to be so galling, that 
the engineers were under me necesrity 
of covering them with caissoned mer- 



1782.] 



SIEGE OF GIBRALTAR. 



145 



Ions. Seyeral launches full of troops 
were observed, on the 29th, going on 
board the combined .fleet They were 
sapposed to be marines -who had been 
landed from the men-of-war previous 
to the grand attack. A flag of truce, 
the same day, brought clothes for the 
prisoners. Earl^ on the morning of 
the 30th, a soldier of the 72nd regi- 
ment deserted from the seijeanf s party 
at Lower Forbes's. His own brother 
was one of the guard. The same day, 
the combined fleets were joined by a 
line-of-battle ship. The enemy's can- 
nonade still continued to be about 1000 
or 1100 rounds of diot and shells 
in the 24 hours. Willis's batteries, 
and the extremity of the Prince's 
and Que^i's lines, were much damaged 
from the 64-gun battery. A flag 
of truce went from the garrison wi£ 
a letter, and two parcels, which had 
been sent on the 29th, directed for per- 
SODS who could not be found amongst 
the prisoners. In the evening of me 
dOth, the mortar^boats bombanied our 
camp. At first we imagined they were 
alone, but the gun-boats soon after- 
wards fired upon the town fh>m the 
northward. Two shells ML in the 
hospital, and wounded several of the 
nek. Other casualties also happened 
in the garrison. The prisoners upon 
'Windnull-hill were alarmed, on two 
or three shells fiilling near their camp ; 
and it waa not without some severity 
that their guards could keep themselves 
within the boundaries. 

Early on the 1st of October, a boat 
came into Little Bay, with a Corrican 
on board, who had escaped from Alge- 
ziras. He had been mate of a neural 
vessel ; but, hearing that some of his 
relations were in the Corncan corps, 
he was determined to join his country- 
men. The intelligence which he 
brought was, that Lord Howe only 
waited some reinforcements to sail fbr 
the relief of Gibraltar, and that the 
combined fleet were resolved to oppose 
him. Thus consoled with the hope of 
preventmp^ the intended succours, the 
enemy stul flattered themselves that 
Gibraltar must of necessity submit, 
through the mere fiiilure of provisions. 
In the course of the day, the corpse of 



a Spanish officer was washed ashore 
under our waUs : a purse of pistoles, 
and a gold watch, were found in his 
pockets. He was buried with respect, 
two navy officers attending the funeral ; 
and ihe following day, a flag of truce 
delivered the watch and nioney, to be 
returned to his- friends. The 2nd, 
several men were wounded by the 
enemy's shot, in the gallery above 
Farringdon's, which continued to be 
prosecuted with diligence ; and Seijeant 
Harrop, of the 72nd re^ment (a map. 
univenally noticed and admired for his 
gallantry and conduct in the works), 
was killed at Willis's. We observed, 
the same day, several boats which for- 
merly had mantlets in the bow, return- 
ing m>m the river Palmones ; having, 
as we imagined, undergone some altera- 
tions, to enable them to act as gun- 
boats. In case of a visit from the 
latter, signals were now determined 
upon, to intimate when the artillery 
were to man the batteries. Two guns 

Csk, and a red flag hoisted upon a 
-staff erected "On the South bastion, 
was to be the day signal; two guns 
quick and a light, the si^ial for the 
night In the evening, we had an op- 
portunity of practising our new signals, 
by the approach of the mortar-boats, 
which bombuded the garrison for 
about two hours. The gun -boats, 
though perhaps attending them, did 
notmre. Previous to their visit, some 
muskets were discharged, and some 
signals made amongst the fleet; but 
we could not observe any particular 
movementi. 

In the forenoon of the 3rd, a Spanish 
frigate, with a flag of truce at her fore- 
top-gallant mast-head, anchored within 
^un-diot of the Old mole head, and 
immediately Captain Curtis went on 
board her. In the forenoon, Captain 
Curtis returned, and the fldgate sailed 
back to the fleet The wind at the 
time was so strong, that she was obliged 
to leave her anchor behind; which 
being mentioned to the governor, 
orders were sent, not to fire upon the 
boats when they returned to fish it up. 
llie fi^owing day. Captain Curtis, 
aocompamed by the governor's secret 
tary and a naval officer, went in Iuh 
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barge to the Orange-grove; where a 
carriage waited, and conducted them 
to Bnena Vista, die Duke's quarters. 
The intention of this visit, we after- 
wards understood, was to establish a car- 
tel with the Spaniards for the exchan^ 
of prisoners. Captain Curtis was in- 
troduced, by the Due de Crillon, to 
his Roval Higlmess the Comte d' Artois, 
who thanked him, in very handsome 
terms, for his humanity and gallantry 
in reUeving the unfortunate priscmers 
from the burning battering-ships ; re- 
questing Captain Curtis at the same 
time to inform the governor, that he 
entertained the highest esteem and 
reroect for him, for his benevolence 
ana liberality to the prisoners upon 
the same occasion. Before Captain 
Curtis returned, which was in the 
evening, the kilns for heating shot 
were lighted, and other preparations 
made, as if some attack was expected. 
During this correspondence, the ene- 
my's batteries observed a proper silence, 
in respect to the flag. Captain Curtis 
informed us, that Lord Howe, witii the 
British fleet, was certainly on his pass- 
age to the Mediterranean. The garri- 
son did not however feel that indescrib- 
able satisfaction and pleasure on receiv- 
ing this intelligence, which we had 
experienced when Admirals Rodney 
and Darby were announced in 1780 
and 1781. A French rear-admiral, 
in a three-decker, with a frigate, and 
several smaller armed vessels, joined 
the combined fleet on the 3rd. The 
man-of-war had many signals fl3ring 
when she entered the bay, which were 
answered by the Spanish admiral. 

The enemy's cannonade was still 
continued, with such variation as their 
caprice dictated. The number of 
rounds of shot and shells usually ex- 
ceeded 800 in the 24 hours, and 
sometimes amounted to 1100 or 1200. 
We amused them with a trifling return, 
directed chiefly to their parties, who, 
to our astonishment, were still form- 
ing considerable depots of foscines and 
materials in the lines. Lieutenant 
Kenneth M'Kenzie, of the 73rd, was 
wounded on the 4th, in the communi- 
cation from the King's to the Queen's 
lines. Two days afterwards, agreeably 



to a flag of truce of the preceding day, 
the Spanish prisoners (excepting 10 
sick in the hospital, and 59 Walona 
and foreigners who requested to stay 
behind) were sent to the combined 
camp. The Walons who preferred 
staying in the garrison were embodied 
into those corps which chose to reoeive 
them. The 39th and 58th regiments 
entertained 10 each ; and the remain- 
der were incorporated with the Corsi- 
can company. 

Two of Uie enemy*s en^neers had 
been observed on the 4th, picketing out 
a work, extending from the ruins of the 
Mahon battery to the western beach, 
crossing the north-west angle of the 
farthest gardens. We were at a loss 
what to conclude from this appearance 
of a determination still to prosecute the 
siege. They did not however let ns 
remain long in suspense ; for, on the 
morning of the 6th, we discovered that 
they had erected a strong boyau of ap- 
proach, extending, in the hne before 
mentioned, about 430 yards — ^near a 
quarter of a mile. It was raised with 
sand-bags; and fi*om its resemblance 
to the original epaulment of the 64-gim 
batteiy, some imagined it was intended 
for the same purpose; though the 
engineers were of opinion, it was 
only a communication to some addi- 
tional works in embryo. Although the 
enemy, by throwing up this extensive 
work, gained by stealth a. second ad- 
vanta^ upon the garrison, yet the go- 
vernor was determined, if possible, to 
prevent them completing it The Old 
mole head howitzers, with a warm fire 
from the heights, were opened at night 
upon this new object; and, as the 
former almost entirely enfiladed it, the 
enemy were so much annoyed, that it 
was never finished. The night of the 
61h, they made good the communica- 
tion to the parallel, from the extremi^ 
of the boyau, near the ruins of the 
Mahon battery, which was left imper- 
fect the preceding night 

The following day, the St Martin'c 
battery took me from the wadding or 
discharge of their own cannon. One 
merlon was destroyed, and another 
considerably damaja^ before the 
flames were extinguishcHi. We threw 
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a few shells from below, to disturb^ 
them in this duty; bat otiierwise no 
particular notice was taken of the ac- 
cident The enemy found their sitO' 
ation so eztremdy warm in their new 
boyau, that, on me night of the 7tii, 
they threw up a strong shoulder at the 
extremity near the beach, to protect 
them against the flanking fire of thte 
howitzers of Hbe Old mole head. Our 
shells were nevertheless fired with 
such judgment and dexterity as just to 
dear the traverse, and seemed to do 
as much execution in the interior part 
as before. Great quantities of fiascines, 
&c., were scattered in the rear ; 
whence we concluded they purposed 
working in the night, but had been 
prevented by the vivacity of our fire. 
They also repaired the St. Martin's 
battery. A flag of truce brought over 
letters for the governor and Captain 
Curtis on the 8th; and, at night, a 
boat sailed for Leghorn with a midship- 
man and six sailors, bearing home dis- 
patches from the governor. This was 
the first boat or vessel which left the 
garrison after the victory of the pre- 
ceding month. 

The enemy, about the 8th or 9th, 
adopted a new plan for the regulation 
of their bombardment during the night : 
every 10 or 15 minutes they discharged 
five, seven, and sometimes ten mortars 
at tiie same time, directing the shells 
principally to the same object After 
a silence of the above period, they sar 
luted us with a second volley, and so 
on till morning gun-fire. The number 
of rounds contmued variable, from 400 
to 600 shots, with almost the same pro- 
portion of shells, in the 24 hours. 
They were enabled to expend these im- 
mense quantities of ammunition by re- 
ceiving constant supplies. The parties 
in the fascine park appeared now to be 
considerably increased, and an univer- 
sal activity seemed still to prevail 
through the diflerent departments. A 
person, ienorant of what had passed, 
and suddenly brought to view their 
proceedings, migh' therefore naturally 
conclude from their operations, that 
they were elated with, and following 
up some success, rather than depressed 
by a defeat On die night of the 9th, 



some signals were made at Cabrita 
Point, which were answered by die 
combined fleets, each diip showing a 
li^ht. 

The wind blew fresh westerly on 
the lOfh ; and twofHgates and a cutter 
j(^ed the combined fleets fh>m'tfaat 
quarter. In the evening, a number of 
sisals were made by the Spanish ad- 
miral, which were answered by various 
ships in the fleet After sunset, the 
gale increased, and at midnight it blew 
a hurricane, with smart wowers of 
rain. Signal-guns were repeatedly 
flred by the combined fleets ; and fhnn 
their continuanee, and the violence of 
the wind, we concluded some of tiiem 
were in distress. At daybreak, a Spa- 
nish two-decker was discovered in a 
crippled state, close in shore off 
Oranee^s bastion: she was under close- 
reefed courses, and had lost her mizen 
topmast. Observing her danger upon 
an enemy's lee-shore, she suddenly 
luffed up, and endeavoured to weather 
the garrison: as she passed several 
shots were fired through her ttam the 
King's bastiou, which killed two, and 
wounded two others; and soon after- 
wards she grounded near Bagged Stafi^ 
and struck to the garrison, hoisting 
an English jack over her own colours. 
A boat from the Speedwell cutter im- 
mediately took possession of tiie Sbn 
Miguel, or St Michael, of 72 guns, 
commanded by Don Juan Moreno, a 
Chef d'Escadre. The officers and men, 
to the number of 634 (many of whom 
were dismounted dragoons), were im- 
mediately landed, and conducted to the 
quarters before occupied hy their 
mends upon Windmill-hilL The gover- 
nor was present when they were 
brought ashore, and generously permit- 
ted tiiem to take their baggage un- 
searched, and the officers their stock of 
fresh provisions. When the morning 
clearea up, so as to admit of our ob- 
serving the state of the combined fleets, 
we discovered the whole in great dis- 
order. One was on shore near their 
grand magazine ; a French ship of the 
Une had lost her foremast and bow- 
sprit ; one, a three-decker, was missing, 
supposed to be driven from her anchors 
to the eastward; and three or four 
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were forced half-bay over (two within 
range of the garrison), where they all 
seemed to be in a veiy precarious situ- 
ation. Many of the parapet boats, and 
oOier small craft, were also driyen on 
shore near the Orange-groye. If the 
storm had continued a few hours 
longer, it is not improbable that a 
three-decker, with seyeral other ships, 
would have suffered the fate of the St. 
Michael. The wind, however, abated 
as the day advanced; and, when the 
swell would permit them to assist the 
disabled ships, the boats were busily 
employed in canying out anchors and 
cables to those which appeared most in 
distress. The garrison were not idle 
spectators of these movements : several 
sea mortars were soon brought to bear 
on the nearest ships, and one was in a 
short lime obliged to move; but an- 
choring again off Point Mala, we con- 
tinued annoying her with shells and 
red-hot shot, till she warped out of our 
range. 

The prisoners were no sooner landed 
from the prize, than the seamen began 
to lighten the vessel, by removing her 
powder ashore, and cutting away the 
mizen-mast: but she remaining still 
aground, they carried out anchors to 
prevent her going farther ashore, in- 
tending to renew their exertions to 
warp her off at high water. TTie St 
Michael was esteemed one of the best 
sailers in the Spanish navy. She was a 
new ship, built at the Havannah ; very 
lo^ between decks, which were of 
manogany, and her beams of cedar. 
When the combined fleets appeared in 
the English Channel, the St. Michael 
was one of tiie leading ships, and was 
also in the squadron which fired upon 
the garrison tiie 9th of September, when 
the Due de Crillon opened his bat- 
teries. The Spanish officers informed 
us they had received intelligence, the 
preceding day, of the approach of the 
British fleet ; which haa induced Ad- 
miral Cordova to order the combined 
fleets to lie at single anchor, and pre- 
pare to wei^ at the shortest notice: 
that they were thus situated when the 
gale came on ; and, the hurricane still 
mcreasing, a three-decker, early in the 
morning, ran foul of the St Michael 



and forced her from her anchor : tiiat 
she immediately set sail, bat, as the 
event had evinced, found it imposable 
to weather the rock. 

The intelligence of Lord Howe being 
so near, now, for the first time, gave us 
sensible pleasure ; not so much on ac- 
count of our personal situatioii, as of 
the advantage which the enemy's recent 
misfortunes would give his lordship 
over his opponents, as well towaid 
accomplishing the object of his orders, 
as affording mm a flirther opportunity 
of acting as his lordship's well-lmown 
abilities might dictate. We were so 
elated by our* enemy's distress, that 
some were so sanguine as to anticipate 
the most glorious conclusion of the war 
and our own sufferings. Our hopes 
however were soon depressed by the 
intelligence of Lord Howe's great in- 
feriority in number. Thir^-fi>nr sail 
to oppose forty-two, wUch stall re- 
mained at anchor in the bay, gave us 
reason to be apprehensive for tiie safiity 
of the British fleet The navigation of 
the Straits was so precarious, that if 
his lordship once entered the Mediter- 
ranean he mig^t probably be prevented 
from returning for a considerable time; 
and the enemy, though now distressed, 
jxn^t, by the assistance of the camp; 
soon refit, and attack him under every 
advantage. Bv this digression I am, 
however, anticipating the regular nar* 
rative. In the afternoon a French 
two-decker sailed to the eastward ; and 
soon after a settee came in from the 
west, and fired several guns as she en- 
tered the bay. At this time it was so 
very hazy in the Straits, that we could 
not see the opposite coasts. About sun- 
set several large ships were discovered 
through the haze ; and soon aAer, the 
Latona frigate. Captain Conway, an- 
chored under our guns, and infi^rmed 
us that the ships m the Straits were 
the van of the British fleet, commanded 
by Lord Howe, consisting of 34 sail of 
the line, including 11 uree-deckers, 
with 6 frigates and SI ordnance trans- 
ports, and a rdnforoement of upward 
of 1600 men fi>r the garrison. Cap- 
tain Conway fhrther told us of the 
great anxiety which prevailed at home 
relative to tue situation of Gibraltar { 
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and that it was only off the soathem 
coast of Portugal that Lord Howe had 
Ills uneasiness removed, by receiving 
intelligence of the enemy's complete 
defeat. This welcome information, he 
said, was accompanied by advice, that 
''the combined fleets had taken their 
station in the bay of Gibraltar, re- 
solutely determined to prevent, if pos- 
sible, the intended relief." We learned 
that, upon receiving the latter intelU- 
gence, the admirals and principal offi- 
cers were summoned on board the 
Victory ; where particular instructions 
and orders were communicated, in ex- 
pectation of an engagement, which was 
considered as unavmdable. 

Although the enemy's signals for 
the appr^ch of the British fleet were 
made early in the afternoon, vet the 
Spanish amniral exhibited not the least 
appearance of opposition to any rein- 
forcements being thrown into tlie gar- 
rison. This £vourable opportunity 
was, however, lost; owing, as Lord 
Howe expresses in his official letter, 
** to the want of timely attention to the 
circumstancesof the navigation." Only 
four or five transports reached the 
rock ; the rest, with the fleet, were car- 
ried by the current into the MecUter- 
ranean. At night, or early on the 12th, 
Captain Curtis sailed in the Latona, to 
inform Lord Howe of the calamity 
which had befiillen the enemy's fleet. 
At noon the British fleet appeared in 
good order off Estepona or Marbdla ; 
and the transports, with the frigates, 
were working to windward to ^ain the 
bay. As they approached the isthmus 
the enemy saluted them from their 
mortars, and fired upon them from 
behind the eastern advanced guard- 
house. 

Whilst the British fleet, with the 
transports, were thus critically situated, 
the combined fleets were very active in 
repairing their late damages, and in 
forming a line of battie along the shore. 
In the evening a number of troops were 
embarked on board them from the camp. 
Their xebeques, cutters, armed bri«, 
and gun-boats, also assembled in Sandy 
Bav, with an intention probably of 
picking up our straggling transports. 
In the dose of the day, however, this 



fleet of craft returned to their main 
fleet At night the Panther man-of 
war, and several transports, anchored 
m the bay. 

The enemy on the land-side per- 
severed in their cannonade; and ob- 
serving that the St. Michael had run 
aground within the range of their bat- 
teries, threw great numbers of shells, 
with an intent to destrov her. Many 
burst over her, and some fell very near ; 
but, as their artillery could only be 
directed by her masts, none fell on 
board. They pointed their usual weight 
of fire against our works, which the 
governor (now that a prospect of sup- 
plies appeared) returned with unusual 
vivacity. Their new boyau severely 
felt the effect of our ordnance. It was 
considerably deranged, and the en- 
filading howitzers at the Old mole head 
prevented them from strengthening it 
with any additions of consequence. In 
the garrison orders of the 12th, the fol- 
lowing extracts from the dispatches 
received by the governor were in- 
serted: — 

G. O. " Extract firom a letter to the 
governor, fh>m the Right Hon. 
me Earl of Shelbume, principal 
secretaiT of state to his Ma- 
jes^. Dated St. James's, July 
10th, 1782. 

'* I am also honoured with his Ma- 
jesty's command to assure you in the 
strongest terms, that no encouragement 
shall be wanting to the brave officers 
and soldiers under your command. His 
royal approbation of the past will no 
doubt be a powerful incentive to future 
exertions; and I have the Kng's au- 
thority to assure you, that every distin- 
guished act of emulation and gallantry 
which shall be performed in course of 
the aege by any, even of the lowest 
rank, will meet with ample reward from 
his gracious protection and fiivour. 
These his Majesty's intentions you will 
communicate to every part of your gar^ 
rison, that they may be perfectly sap 
tisfied their royal master feels for the 
difficulties they are under, admires 
their glorious resistance, and will be 
h^>py to reward their merit" 
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^Extnet from a letter to ikie fforernor 

from the Right Hon. Gren. Coiiirsy, 

oommandei^m-chi^ of hit MaJctty'B 

forces. Dated Auguet 31st, 1782. 

*< I «m now to Mid that I httte the 

Kng^s command to infbrm j(m, that he 

is in the greatest degree satisfied with 

the braTC and steady defence made by 

yonr garrison; and his Majes^ is d&- 

sirons of showing them ererjr mailt of 

his royal approbation. It is in tbis 

li|^ that his Majesty has been |[ra- 

ciously pleased to consent to grantwg 

bftt and forage-money, as a proper hi- 

dnlgence to your officers." 

TiLese extracts were perosed by the 

Srrison with ereat satisoMitioti, as th^ 
monslrated uiat tiie safety of Gibnd- 
lar was esteemed a matter of the first 
importance ; and flattered ns with the 
agreeable hopes that our late sertices 
Would be duly ai^Mreciated by our 
friends and ooontirymen. 

The British fleet, at daybreak on the 
13th, was still off Marbella, w^ the 
wind at wvst. About nine o'cloek a.m. 
the Spanish admiral made tlM signal 
for the combined fleets to WMgk' an- 
chor. By one o'dodc the whole were 
underway. At three a Freneh rear- 
admiral, Dcftng the last of the rear divi- 
sion, cleared the bay. Their number 
in all amounted to 80 sail, cf which 
the following, I beliere, is an accu- 
rate account: 6 three-deckers, 38 two- 
deckers, including sereral fifties (total, 
44 men-of-war); 5 friptes, 29 ze- 
beques, cutters, aimed ships, and brigs ; 
also 2, imagined to be flr&^hips. Mot- 
withstanding little doubt was to be en- 
tertuned of the eneinVs intention of 
leaying the bay^ the Panther man-of- 
war remained at anchor with several 
officers of the sarrison on board, whom 
the goTcmor had permitted to act as 
Tolunteers in the expected engagement. 
When tlie combined fleets haa cleared 
the bay, they stood some time to • the 
southward, and leaving a lin&'ofi'battle 
•hip and two fHsates ti> prevent 4he 
Panther from joming' her admiral, 
drove with the ourrent some leagues to 
the eastward. They then' appeared to 
edge down towards the British 'fleet, 
which was in close line of battle upon a 
whid, with dMfiv'hiefRda toi the'^mrth- 



ward ; the transports, with the frigates 
which had been beatina up, foiling be- 
hind them to leeward. Thus were 
l)Oth fleets situated at the dose of the 
evening. Before the enemy had totally 
quitted &e bay. Captain Curtis landed 
in a smaU boat from the latona fii^te, 
with 20,000/. in specie for the garrison, 
harrmg narrowlv escaped being cut off 
by the combinea fleets. He told us the 
British fleet were in high spirits, and 
impatient to engage, notwithstanding 
the enemas great superiority. When 
the cQBfehmed fleets first appeared in 
motion^ tile Spanish prisoners who had 
been hmded from the St Michael were 
so oveijoyed, that they could not Amt- 
bear expressing their ecstacies in so 
riotous a manner as to call for some 
severity, to confine them within the 
limits of their camp. 

As our observations on the mancso- 
vres of the fleet were interrupted soon 
after sunset, we impatiently waited for 
the succeeding day to be spectators of 
the action, which was now considered 
as impossible to be avoided ; and orders 
■were therefore given for preparing 
several wards in the Navy hospital for 
the reception of the wounded : but, on 
the dawn of the 14th, the fleets, to our 
astonishment, were some leases dis- 
tant from each other ; the British being 
to leeward in the south-east quarter, 
whilst the combined fleets appeared in 
Ae> north-east, off Estepona. In the 
eveninff the British fleet could be dis- 
cofered only from the summit of the 
rock. It seemed to the garrison that 
the Spanish admiral, by having the 
w<ather*>gage, had it in his option to 
bring the British fleet to action if he 
pleand* The fleets being thus sepa- 
rated^ the Papther, about noon, en- 
deavoured to join Lord Howe, but put 
back for want of wind. Seventeen gun- 
boats came firom Algeziras, apparently 
to prevoit her leaving the bay ; but ob- 
serving her oast anchor, they returned. 

The enemy's cannonade on the land- 
side was continued with great vivadty. 
A few days, nay, probably hours, were 
to turn the balance for or against their 
future hopes of obtaining the grand 
Q^^Qd of their wishes : they were not 
therefore economical in their ammnnii- 
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tion ; nor was the garrison in the least 
behind them in the brisk nse of their 
ordnance. Lieut. Gromley, of the 
Royal Artillery, was mortally wounded 
in we evening at Willis% and died soon 
after he was brought to the hospital. 

Pftrt of the combined fleets, in the 
morning of the 15th, was seen (though 
the weather was very hazy) ofl; Mar- 
bella. The British fleet was out of 
eight; the Panther neyertheless at- 
tempted to join*them. About 8 a.m. 
the wind came about to the eastward. 
In the forenoon 9 polacres sailed from 
the Spanish camp, with troops on board 
for Ceuta. Thb brought to our recol- 
lection the critical state of that garrison 
both as to men and provisions, when 
Admiral Rodney was in their neigh- 
bourhood in 1780; and the enemy, 
firom embracing this opportunity of 
sending supplies, appeared not entirely 
to have forgotten it. About noon, the 
British fleet was discovered in the 
ofling, to the south-east of Ceuta, stand- 
ing under an easy sail towards the rock. 
At night the Latona, with 8 or 10 
transports, anchored in the bay. Th^ 
informed us that the BuflBulo man-of- 
war, with the remaining twelve trans- 
ports, had separated (by order) fh>m 
the fleet, but had not afterwards 
joined. This intelligence gave us 
some uneasiness for their safety ; but 
we flattered ourselves they were gone, 
agreeably to instructions, to the Zafiei- 
rine Islands, the place of rendezvous in 
case the fleets engaged. Capt. Conway, 
after a short conference with the go- 
vernor, returned in the morning of me 
16th to the British fleet, which was 
cruising to the eastward of the rock, 
with the wind at east. The combined 
fleets were not in sight: we concluded 
therefore that thevwere ^ne to Ma- 
laga to make further repairs, and join 
those ships which had been forced from 
thebay on the 11th. Since the arrival 
of the first transports, the garrison had 
been busily employed in disembarkins 
the supplies. The former fleets had 
brought us principaUy provisions ; this 
brought us only men and ammunition, 
which probably might, without this 
supply, have become as scarce articles 
ag the former had been. 



The exertions of the navy not being 
soccessM in floating the St. Michael, a 
hundred sailors were detached on board 
on the 17th, to their assistance ; and 
not long afterwards, she was anchored 
off the New mole. It was peculiarly 
fortunate that she grounded on a bank 
of sand, though sue was surrounded 
with rocks : her bottom was therefore 
little injured. Sir Charles Knowles, 
Bart., who had been formerly on this 
station, was appointed to command her. 
The wind had now changed to the 
south-west ; and, in the forenoon of the 
same day, a British frigate appeared 
from the west She made a signal 
when off Europa, which being an- 
swered by our fleet, she imme£ately 
joined them. At night, the gun-boats 
being heard in the bay, our batteries 
were manned to receive them; but, 
upon a gun being fired from tiie St 
Michael, they threw up their rockets 
and returned. Some were of opinion 
that they meditated an attempt to cut 
her out The 18th, the wind again 
came about to the east ; and the BufliEdo, 
with eleven -of the missing transports, 
arrived in the course of the day. Thiese 
ships, as we had conjectured, had sepa- 
rated from the fleet, and were pro- 
ceeding to the place of rendezrous, 
when, not hearing any firing, and the 
wind veering about, they returned, and 
were very near joining the combined 
fleets, but discovered their error time 
enough to rectify it. The missing ves- 
sel, they informed us, had been taken 
S' the enemy, some days before, off 
alaga; and, having on board the 
wives and baggage of tibe two regiments 
which were on board tiie fleet, and 
were intended for our reinforcement, 
her capture greatiy distressed those 
corps, and the garrison heartily con- 
doled with them. The Latona, in her 
return to the fleet chased and boarded 
a vessel, which proved to be a Spanish 
fire-ship. The crew, deserting her, 
were conducted, by two gun-boats at> 
tending, to a xebeque at some distance, 
which afterwards went into Ceuta. 
The prize was sent into iJie bay. About 
noon, 4 or 5 men-of-war arrived from 
the fleet, with the 25th and 59th regi- 
ments. Lord Mnlgrave, who comp 



153 



HISTORY OF THE 



[COJlP, viii« 



xuanded the disemtiarkation, landed 
the troops with the greatest expedition 
under the line-wall at the New mole, 
£osia and Camp bays, and returned to 
Ix>rd Howe off Tetuan. The two re- 
giments were encamped before ten 
o'clock at night ; the former behind the 
barracks, the latter upon Windmill- 
hill.^ We now learned ^t the admiral, 
having accomplished the object of the 
expedition, intended to embrace the fa- 
vourable opportunity of the wind, and 
immediately return to the westward. 
In the course of the night, the fire-ship 
brought in by Capt. Conway was pur- 
posely set on fire, and being anchored 
apart from the shipping, blew up with- 
out doing any damage. The Latona 
soon afterwards joined the British fleet. 
Capt Yallotton, the goyemor's first 
aide-de-camp, embarkea in her to bear 
home the governor's public dispatches. 
Capt Curtis also went in her, to com- 
municate information from the governor 
to Lord Howe ; and did not return. 

At daybreak on the 19th, both fleets, 
to our great astonishment, were in 
sight ; the combined fleets being some 
leagues to windward. When ihd Bri- 
tish fleet was abreast of Europa, Lord 
Howe dispatched the Tisiphone fire- 
ship, with a further supply of powder 
collected from the fleet The Bri- 
tish fleet afterwards put before the 
wind, and stood, under an easy sail, in 
dose order to the westward. The van 
of the combined fleet, composed of 
French ships, followed with a press of 
canvass at some distance. By two 
o'clock P.M. Lord Howe's fleet was out 
of sight; but the Spanish ships sailing 
heavily, it was night before they dis- 
appeared. Though ftiUy convinced of 
the prudence of his lordship's conduct, 
it was no very pleasing prospect for a 
British garrison to behold a British 
fleet, though inferior in force, lead the 
enemy. At night, the wind changed 
to the south-west ; and the sucoeedmg 
day, a brisk cannonade was heard from 
that quarter. This, however, could not 
proceed from the action which after- 
wards took place between the fleets, as 
the firing was heard early in the mom- 
ig. Some time on the 19th, a guard 

2 subalterns and 96 men was ordered 



from the 25th and 59th regiments on 
board the St Michael, where they re- 
mained till she was completely repaired. 

Several large ships were observed, 
on the 20th, to be anchored at some 
distance from Algeziras; and, as six 
or seven were conjectured to be fire- 
ships, precautions were accordingly 
taken, and the batteries from South 
bastion to Europa ordered, in case of 
alarm, to be doubly manned. The 
enemy, the same day, got off the man- 
of-war which ran ashore near their 
grand magazine. In the evening some 
movements were observed in the French 
camp ; and on the succeeding day most 
of the tents were struck. In the after- 
noon, the resident Spanish priest was 
confined to his house, for holding con- 
versation with some of the prisoners on 
Windmill-hill. The enemy's cannon- 
ade was still continued, upon an average 
of about 500 or 600 rounds in the 24 
hours. They lined some part of the 
new boyau with &scines, and raised a 
few traverses in the rear, notwithstand- 
ing oar brisk fire : they were, however, 
prevented fh>m making any additions 
of consequenee. On the 22nd, a pola- 
cre arrived from Alters, with intelli- 
gence from the British consul, that 
Lord Howe had sailed for the relief of 
Gibraltar. Happily his lordship had 
effected that business, and, probably, be- 
fore the^ at Algiers were informed of 
the British fleet having left England. 

The extreme distress which Sie gar- 
rison had experienced in the close of 
the vears 1779 and 1780, and the grea^ 
pronts which from the exigencies of 
those periods had arisen to the adven- 
turers who ran the hazard of a voyage 
with provisions for our relief, were by 
this time pretty generally known at 
home. The favourable om>ortuni^ of 
a safe convoy under the British fleet, 
prompt^, therefore, many masters of 
transports, some of whom had been in 
the parrison before, during the war, to 
lay m a stock of various articles, with 
the prospect that the distresses of their 
friends might afford these truly hu- 
mane and generous patriots an occasion 
to sell them, on their arrival, at their 
own price. Altljough these supplies 
were most highly acceptable* yet thii. 
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garriflon was not at this time in sneh 
absolnte need of their assistance, as to 
purchase them at those enormous prices 
which before had been giren with plea- 
sure ; nor in justice did we think, m>m 
the litde risk the advenUirers nm, that 
they deserved sneh immense profits. 
A committee of officers Amn every 
corps assembled on the 2dpd, to con- 
sider what measures to pursue in order 
to prevent such impositions in future; 
and, as every article brought to the 
garrison was sold at public auction, it 
was unanimously agreed, that a cer- 
tain price should be fixed upon each 
article, allowing such profit as might 
reasonably be thought adequate to the 
hazard; and, when the estimate was 
published, every officer, I believe, 
pledged his honour not to exceed the 
terms therein specified. (See App.) 

The prudent and manly regulation of 
the committee was stricuy attended to 
for about a fbrtnight, but it had not 
that immediate e&ct we expected; 
many of our generous countrymen, ra- 
ther than dispose of their ventures for 
a profit of 160, and in some instances 
800 per cent, very libendly determined 
not to land them, but to sell them for a 
trifling advantage at Lisbon, or else- 
where, in their way home. We should 
nevertheless have soon got the better 
of their obstinacy had we continued 
determined and consiBtent ourselves; 
but some individuals yrho preferred 
self-gratification to the public {^x)d, 
beginning to evade the agreement, Ihe 
whole was cancelled and the demands 
of the adventurers became afterwards 
as exorbitant, if not more so than be- 
fbre. So little dependence is there 
upon the adherence of a multitude to 
any sumptuary regulations, however 
essential to their refd interest 

The mortar-boats, on the nidit of 
the 23rd, paid us a visit, and didcon- 
siderable damage. Their shells were 
diiefiy directM towardst llie New 
mole. The Hector cutter, in govern- 
ment service, was sunk by a shell, and 
everything on board lost Several oilier 
vessels narrowly escaped the same fiite. 
We fired upon them firom Willis's and 
the Old mole; but their gun-boats 
were silent The 24tii, we observed 



that the enemy had struck the tents of 
four or five battalions, and two regi- 
ments were seen this day marching 
along the beach. The day foUowing 
some baggage was observed removing 
from the Duke's quarters; which gave 
us great hopes that his Grace was pre- 
paring to leave the camp, and that mat- 
ters were verging towaras a conclusion* 
In the evening a deserter came in, a 
native Gatalonian. He informed us 
there had been anengagement between 
the British and combined fleets, but 
could gire us no particulars. He fur- 
ther told us that tiieir camp was break- 
ing up: 16 battalions had already 
marched away, and others were prepar- 
ing to decamp: that they had ceased 
to work in their approaches ; and that 
their night-guards consisted of 4000 
men, vomer me command of two bri- 
gadier-generals : concluding with ac- 
quainting us, that the winter camp 
before the garrison was to consist of 
20,000 men: that additional gun-boats 
were building to coDstantiy harass 
us; and that a corporal and 12 men 
were stationed in the gardens to pre- 
vent desertion. The 26th, the tents oc- 
cupied l^ the Duke's corps encamped 
before Buena Vista were struck ; which 
served to increase our hopes, that the 
prospect was not fkr distant of an end 
to our fktigties. Don Juan Moreno left 
the garrison the same day, with a flag 
of truce* Our boat could not learn any 
ihrther aooount of the eneagement ; but 
the officers were informed, that a ^ne- 
ral peace was expected, as the md^ 
pendenee of America had been acknow- 
ledged by Great Britain. 

More battalions left the enemy's 
camp on the 27th: their cannonade 
nererthsAen was continued, and seve- 
ral shot mnMd as for as the entrance 
oi WindmillSiill ; a distance of about 
5000 yards. Their camp was still de- 
creasing on the 28th anid 29th ; and 
wejud^d from our observations, timt 
about 23 battalions, with a brigade of 
artillery, had marched into the coun- 
try. The last deserters said many had 
taken their route to Oadis. The 30th, 
we obserred the enemy had stationed a 
guard under tiie rock near the Devil's 
toww. They were taken some notice 
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of by oar artilleiy, who endeavoured to 
annoy them with tmall projectiles ftx>m 
the summit of the northern fnmt. The 
Tisiphone, Captain Sanders, with five 
or SIX ordnance-shim (having 160 Jews 
on board), sailed K>r Eneland early in 
the morning of the 31st. The same day, 
a soldier of the 97th regiment was killed 
at Rofiia, by a long-range shot from 
the isthmus. This shot must have 
ranged more than two miles and a 
half 

Three deserters came in on the 2ud 
and 4th of November, but could give 
no satisfiictory information relative to 
the action between the fleets. They 
said the French troops had quitted the 
camp with the Royal volunteers. Tlie 
enemy's camp conUnned to break up 
on the 7th and 8th ; though some of 
the regiments, it was imagined, took 
possession of the large building east- 
ward of Point Mala, which luMl been 
built for a hospital. On the 7th, two 
men-of-war and a sloop (supposed to be 
French, from the West Indies) passed 
to the eastward. The Spanish gun- 
boats seemed to suspect they were ene- 
mies, and intended to come in ; as liiey 
were in motion, and appeared to bie 
preparing for an attack. The 8th, 23 
gun-boats paraded at a short distance 
from the garrison, extending in a line 
a-head to the southward. We expected 
an attack upon the St. Michael ; but, 
an easterlywind springing up, they re- 
turned. They had scarcely got back, 
when a signal was made at Cabrita 
Point, and Siey again put about Our 
attention was engaged by this man<BU- 
vre ; and, upon investigating the cause, 
we discovered a sloop standug toward 
the garri^n from the eastward. If 
this vessel had continued the course she 
then steered, she might undoubtedly 
have reached the rock : whether, how- 
ever, it was owing to the westerly cur- 
rent off Europa, or the ignorance of 
the crew, we could not determine ; in 
the course of an hour she drove so 
considerably to leeward as to be out 
of the protection of our guns, and, after 
receiving several discharges of round 
and grape from the gun-boats, was 
hoarded by the enemy. Sir Charles 
iCnowles, Bart, (who since Captain Cur- 



^s departure commanded in the bay), 
ordered several barges out to her as- 
sistance, but to no purpose. A boat, 
with five of her crew, escaped to the 
garrison, and informed us she was 
laden with sugar and tea from Fal- 
mouth. Soon afterwards a Danish 
dogger was brought to an anchor in 
the bay, by a gun fix>m Europa: she 
was laden with rice and pilchards from 
England. A flag -of truce on the 9th 
went with a letter to the Duke ; and, in 
the evening, another brought over En- 
sign Lewis, of the 58th regiment, with 
a quarter-master and a volunteer of the 
25th, who had been taken in the Mi- 
nerva brig, with the baggage, &c., of 
the 25th and 59th regiments. This 
flag also brought over other prisoners. 
By these gentlemen, we learned that 
an engagement had taken place between 
Lord Howe and Admiral Cordova, and 
that the latter was returned into port 
with his fleet much shattered. 

After the departure of the fleets, 
little attention was paid by the enemy 
to the blockade. Not one cruiser was 
now to be seen in the Straits or to the 
eastward, and few vessels of force were 
stationed at Cabrita Point. The idea 
of gaining Gibraltar, either by force or 
stratagem, seemed at length to be to- 
tally relinquished. Their cannonade 
from the land nevertheless was conti^ 
nued ; but, as it gradually diminished* 
and scarce exceeded at this time 250 
rounds in the 24 hours, we imagined 
it would in a short time totally cease. 
The St Philip's Castie, and several 
ordnance-ships, had left the bay the 
evening of the 8th; and, on the 10th 
and 12th, two light vessels came to Al- 
geziras, which, irom their appearance, 
were thought to be of the latter. On 
the 12th, a flag of truce went with a 
letter to the DtSce. Whilst it was out 
the enemy's gun-boats commenced a 
smart cannonade upon the St. Michael 
(which was now refitted), whilst their 
mortar -boats bombarded our camp. 
We returned their fire, and two of the 
mortar-boats retired very early, the 
others following them in about an hour. 
Three or four shot were fired through 
the St Michael, but no other damage 
was received. . Our flag returned just 
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as the cannonade ceased. As it ap- 
peared probable that the enemy might 
renew their attacks upon the prize, Co- 
lonel Williams, who commanded the 
artillery, ordered more mortars to be 
distributed along the sea-line, from the 
King's bastion to the New mole fort 
The 15th, a re^^iment <}uitted their 
camp; and at night their workmen 
raised about 20 traverses in the rear of 
their advanced boyau, extending from 
the parallel about lialf the lenffth of the 
work. Our fire at this period was vap 
riable. The day following, between 
SO and 30 transports, with troops on 
board, sailed under convoy of two fri- 
gates for the westward. Tneir artillery 
also about this time removed most of 
the ordnance from their park to the 
landing place, where we numbered 
30 cannon and 5 mortars, with a 
great quantity of shot and shells ready 
for embarkation. The 17th, a xebeque 
and several armed vessels and gun- 
boats anchored at Cabrita Point, as if 
they had determined to renew the block- 
ade. Three days after, all the Spanish 
prisoners taken in the St. Michael (ex- 
cepting a few who chose to remain be- 
hind) were sent to the camp. The 
Spanish officers, on this occaaoa, in- 
formed us that there had been tm en- 
gagement between the British and 
combined fleets, which had ended to 
the advantage of the former. In the 
evening of tiie 20th, a party of about 
100 men were seen to go from the east- 
em part of the enemVs parallel to the 
back of the rock. We could not at 
that time account for the marching of 
these troops. The small crafr conti- 
nued at Cabrita Point ; the men-of-war 
and larger vessels being at anchor off 
the Orange-grove. Four sul of the line 
and three frigates, beside xebeques, &c, 
were now in tiie bay. The enemy, on 
the 21st and 22n<C embarked a vast 
quantitp* of powder from thdr erand 
magazine on board the men-o^war. 
Most of tiie spare ordnance had already 
been shipped on board, and others were 
removing daily toward the beadi. 

Two hoBita arrived on the 23rd from 
Portugal : they brought certain intelli- 

Snce of thepreceding action between 
e fleets. The particulars of this in- 



telligence were, that a partial action 
had taken place between the British of 
34 ships, and the combined fleets of 46 
ships of the line ; that, though the lat- 
ter had the weather-gage, they stn- 
cUoosly avoided a close engagement; 
and, aner a cannonade of sevend hours, 
hauled their wind and directed their 
course to Cadiz. The same day Lieu- 
tenant John M'Kenzie, of the 73rd, was 
dangerously wounded at Willis's. The 
enemy's fire now scarcely exceeded 150 
rounds. Two more boats got in from 
Faro the night of the 26th. Our suc- 
cess in obtaining these welcome sup- 
plies rendered the enemy more vigilant 
and active to intercept them. Every 
boat, even friends, which approached 
the rock, raised their suspicion. 

Though every appearance in their 
camp indicated that they had ^ven up 
all hopes of subduing the garrison by 
force, their parties on the isthmus con- 
tinued to be very bus^, and some even- 
ings they made additions of traverses 
to their works. Heavy timber was also 
brought forward to the parallel, but 
for what purpose we could not then 
ima^ne. Their advanced parties had 
likewise the audacity frequentiy to ap- 
proach half-way upon the causeway 
from Bay-side; but, the artillery hav- 
ing orders to scour the gardens, and 
the neighbourhood of Bay-side, with 
grape fh>m the Old m<^e, their curi- 
osi^ in a short time was pretty well 
cooled. Toward the close of this month, 
the enemy^s fire became more faint and 
ill directed, whilst ours was more ani- 
mated and effectual. Our engineers 
continued to be constantly engaged. 
The rebuilding of the whole flank of 
the Prince of Orange's bastion, 120 
feet in length, with solid masonry 
(which was now nearly finished), in 
the fiice of such powerftil artillery, can 
scarcely be paralleled in any siege. 

In the beginning of December, the 
Achilles ormiance ship, with two or 
three boats, arrived from England and 
Portugal. The 6th, a Venetian ship 
was £iven by the current under the 
guns of Enropa. We fired to bring 
her to, and the master instantiy came 
ashore and Informed us she was bound 
to London; but, before he could re- 
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tuniy his Tessel was boarded bj ihree 
gim-bqats, which towed her to Alff^ 
xiras. The master then came into ue 
ffarrison, and at ni^t was permitted to 
follow his Tenel. The following even- 
log a German deserted to ns fi^ the 
Walon guards. He informed ns that 
the enemy stationed eyeiy evening a 
guard of 300 men near the Devil's 
tower, where they had miners at work 
in a caye, hoping to form a mine to 
blow ap the north part of the rock. We 
paid no kind of attention at first to this 
mtelligeuce, so ridicolous and eren 
chimerical the scheme appeared. Re- 
collecting, howeyer, that a party had 
been obserred to march that way some 
eyenings before, and remarking, npon 
a closer inspection, that eyery eyenme 
a nnmeroos body of men approached 
along the eastern shore toinutl that 
quarter, we began to giye some credit 
to this singular information.* The 
aboye deserter also informed us that 
the enemy had remoyed some ordnance 
from the parallel, but that their guards 
and adyauced parties were still yery 
strong. 

By this period, onr engineers had 
penetrated a considerable distance in 
the gallery aboye Farringdon's battery, 
and had opened 5 embrasures to the 
front of the rock ; and, to haye a more 
secure communication to this singwla^r 
work, a covered way was sunk, by 
blasting the rock from the aboye-men- 
tioned battery to the entrance of tiie 
gallery. The success witii which this 
work had been prosecuted, and the 
considerable adyanta^ which pro- 
mised to result from it when finished, 
induced the goyemor tp order tiiat a 
similar battery, but only for 2 guns, 
should be made in the rock near 
Crouchett's battery, aboye the Prince 
of Hesse's bastion ; and the workmen 
had now made some advances therein. 
On the I2th, a guard-boat of the St 
Michael, with 2 officers and 7 sailors, 
went over to the enemy. We after- 

* In 17S7, the beaiegen fonned the detign 
of blowing np Willis's batteries by a mine ; 
but it is imagined they found it impncticable, 
as they never attempted to spring the mine, 
though the Journal of that Siege mentions it 
vasUmded. 



wards learned fitmi the offic^^ who 
retomed in a flag of truce, that the 
sailors rose upon them, saying they 
were resolved to go over to the enemy : 
that Lieut Small, who commanded tibe 
boat, drew his hanger, and attempted a 
stroke at the man who was spokesman 
upon the occasion; but that he was 
blocked down by the coxswain with 
the tiller of the rudder : that, whilst 
he was thus senseless, they had it in 
debate to throw him overboard; but, 
by the intercession of the young mid- 
shipman, he was preserved, and, when 
taken ashore^ was some time before he 
recovered. 

The enemy's parties under the rock, 
near the Devil's tower, began now to 
engage our curiosity. Every part of 
the north front was explored, to en- 
deavour, if posdble, to discover what 
thcY were about At length, on the 
15th, a place was found alwve Green's 
lodge, wnence we could distinguish a 
part of their work. The communica- 
tion with this post, being along a level 
beach, was greatlj exposied to our fire. 
When their parties were discovered 
advancing from the east flank of the 
64'^;un battery, our artillery at Willises 
and on the heights prepa^^ to salute 
them. They were permitted to ap- 
proach unmolested within 200 or 300 
yards, when a general volley was di»- 
charg^ of cohom-shells, with grape, 
seconded by the mortars on the levant 
battery, loaded with hand-shells, or 
grenades, quilted toother. A chance, 
or mine, was sometimes sprung upon 
them from the top, when they had 
nearly got under the rock ; the stones 
fix>m which added not a littie to their 
confhsiou and loss. Notwithstanding 
that they were in this manner obliged 
every evening to pass the gantelope of 
our fire, they continued to bring ma- 
terials, and muntained their post with 
surprising obstinacy. Some of the 
guiurd were seen frequentiy, in the day, 
to advance from their cover: a party 
of Gorsicans, who hitherto had done no 
other duty than guard the prisoners on 
Windmill-hill, were ordered therefore 
to the post above Green's lod^ to firo 
wall-pieces upon those that appeared 
from below. 
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A flag of trace went from the gar- 
nson on the 17th. The Spamsh aide- 
de-camp infonned ns thatpTeliminaries 
of a general peace were expected to be 
signed in the course of the month. The 
succeeding day another flag went from 
tiie governor with letters to the Duke : 
it h^ scarcely returned, when 29 pm 
and mortar boats commenced a spirited 
attack upon the St. Michael, and other 
ships, at anchor off Buena Vista. 
Since these boats had made a custom 
of firing upon the garrison, we nerer 
remarked them to be arranged with 
more judgment, or to behave with 
greater gallantry, than they did on this 
occasion. The mortar-boats composed 
the centre division, and a division of 
gun-boats was arranged on each flank ; 
uieir line of battle extending about 2 
miles. They got their di^ance the 
first round, and retained it with such 
precision, that almost every shell fell 
within 50 yards of the St Michael, 
which was the chief object of their 
attack. The 74th shell fell on board, 
about mid-ship; pierced the firsf^ and 
broke on the lower deck; killed 4, and 
wounded 11 sailors, 3 of them mor- 
tally. After this accident, Sir Cluirles 
Knowles, being apprehensive of the 
most fetal consequences if a shell 
should fell into the magazine, removed 
the powder, through the opposite port- 
holes, into a laimch, which was imme- 
diately towed under the rock : 80 bar- 
rels, which could not be removed, 
were thrown into the sea. The enemj 
still maintained a warm fire, but, it is 
imagined, did not observe that any had 
fidlen on board the ship. Several 
shells carried away ornaments and 
parts of her ringing : fortunately how- 
ever she received no further injury. 
Not one shell came ashore from the 
boats. Captain Gibson, at the com- 
mencement of the action, rowed out 
with 8 gun-boats from the New mole, 
sad very warmly attacked their nortii- 
em division. On his appearing in 
motion, 3 parapet boats advanced mmi 
the Orange-grove to take our boats in 
"flank. One of this number was how- 
ever soon disabled by the garrison, and 
the other two joined the main body. 
When the enemy had expended their 



ammunition, the mortar-boats retired, 
and the gun-boats covered tiieir retreat 
in a most beautiful manner. They 
stood towards the Orange-grove, and 
embarked some <^ their crews on board 
the men-of-wan Three of the line-of- 
battie ships, two frigates, and a xebeque, 
with several bom^ketches, and otiier 
vessels, which were all laden with mi- 
litary stores, sailed to the westward. 
The enemy's land batteries, as is men* 
tioned before, were gradually diminish- 
ing in their fire; but, upon this occa- 
sion, they suppcnrted the boats fri(»a 
llie bay with a very animated addi- 
tional cannonade. 

The remainder of the enemy's ships, 
laden with military stores, sailed on the 
night of the 19th from the Orange- 
grove to the westward. The wind 
continued easterly; and, on tiie suc- 
ceeding night, or rather the morning 
of the 21st, blew so strong a gale, that 
the St. Michael was driven from her 
anchors more than half-bay over: 
every exertion was made to recover 
her station, but all proved ineffectual ; 
when fortunately an eddy-wind brought 
her about, and Sir Charles Knowles 
was happy to run her aground within 
the New mole on a sand-bank south of 
the tank. The gale was so powerfol 
on Windmill-hill, that the tents of the 
59th regiment were torn from tiie 
pickets, and carried a considerable dis- 
tance from the camp-ground. To ob* 
viate the like disagreeable circum- 
stances in ftiture, that regiment was 
removed to encamp in Southport ditch, 
opposite Show's (formerly Harden- 
ber^s) regiment. This arrangement 
obliged the town-parade to be dmnged ; 
and the guards afterwards assembled 
on the Red sands, which continues at 
this time to be the seneral parade. In 
the course of the &y, the St. Michael 
was warped into deep water, and 
moored in the New mole. At night a 
deserter came in : he informed us that 
the enemy had 20 miners at work near 
the Devil's tower, protected by a 
strong guard ; that we annoyed meir 
communication with that post very 
much, and every evening killed and 
wounded many men. In consequence 
of this intelligenoe^ cur fire towarr^ 
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thsk qoftiter waa increawd. A flag of 
truce, on the 20th, had infbrmed na 
that the women belonging to the 25th 
and 59th regimentB were at the enemy's 
camp, waiting more moderate weather, 
to be sent by water into the garrison. 
The 22nd, they were received ; but, 
upon their landing, they were con- 
ducted to the Naval hospital, where 
some few of them were detuned by 
the faculty as exceptionable. Lieut. 
Small, of the navy, came over on the 
2drd, in a flag of truce. He told us 
the enemy's small craft had materially 
sufiered from the storm which had so 
greatly endangered the St Michael. 
The Due de Crillon, the day follow- 
ing, visited the parallel, and was pre- 
sent in the western boyau, whilst an 
engineer picketed out a work at the 
extremity of it, near the beach. At 
intervals, we could now distinctly hear 
the explosion of the mines in the 
enemy's cave or gallery at the Devil's 
tower. Few men were however to be 
seen in that neighbourhood ; though at 
night they continued the relieft, and 
brought materials as usual. 

In the afternoon of the 25th, being 
Christmas-day, we observed die gun 
and mortar boats in motion, and, about 
four o'clock, 18 of the former and 11 of 
the latter advanced from Algeziras, ap- 
parently with an intention of renewing 
their attack upon the unfortunate St 
Michael ; but, 11 of our gun-boats, un- 
der the personal orders of Sir Charles 
Knowles, opposing them, the centre di- 
vision of mortar-boats, and the south- 
ward division, stood toward Europa, and 
began a warm bombardment upon our 
camp ; throwing their shells indiscrimi- 
nately fh>m Windmill-hill to South 
shed. Our gun-boats in this acdon be- 
haved with ^reat gallantry, directing 
their opposition entirely against the 
mortar-boats ; the fire of which they in 
a great measure diverted from the snip- 
ping. A blind shell nevertheless fell 
mto the ward-room of the St Michael ; 
and another shell carried away the 
mizen-mast of the Porcupine frigate, 
and burst in the state cabin. Seven or 
eight shells fell within the hospital-wall: 
one exploded in a ward, and killed and 
-rounded several of the sick. Several 



houses and sheds were also destroyed, 
and others considerably injured. In 
short, it was thought to be the warmest 
attack we had ever experienced from 
the ffun-boats; and our men, being 
mostly in spirits after their Christmas 
dinner, were consequently less ufion 
their guard. One was killed, and seven 
were wounded, in the camp. As our 
artillery had time to prepare, the ene- 
my's cannonade was returned witili 
great vivacity; but the mortar-boats 
and southward division had taken so 
judidoos a station, that fow ordnance 
could be brought to bear upon theuL 
We had nevertheless some reason to 
conclude their loss was superior to our 
own. Their iand batteries (with the 
addition of Fort St Philip and the 
Black battery, which had been silent 
some time) upon this occasion, as upon 
the last, increased their fire upon the 
town. We therefore had the enemy 
upon our whole front, from Europa 
Point to Landport At a quarter past 
six o'clock the mortar-boats retired, 
and were covered in their retreat by 
the gun-boats, as before.* This dis- 
honourable and cruel mode of prose- 
cuting the war, we had reason to think, 
would be continued till a peace should 
put an end to all hostilities. The ene- 
my had been very industrious in im- 
pressing this pleasing information on 
the memories of the women who had 
been lately detained by the weather in 
their camp. They were told, for their 
comfort, that, as the besieging army 
had been reluctantly compelled to re 
linquish the idea of recovering Gibral- 
tar, they were determined to harass 
and alarm the garrison by successive 
attacks from the gun and mortar boats, 

* It was daring this attack that the mat*, 
rials from which this work is compil^ were 
in the most imminent danger of being entirely 
destroyed. — A 13-inch shell from the enemy's 
mortar boats, fidling above the camp goard, 
rolled along the road leading from Buena 
Vista and entered the author's marquee, 
brushing the pillow of his bed, and lodging 
closely under the comer of ^e bedstead; 
thougn lighted when it entered, and thouffh 
its force must have been greatly spent in the 
ricochets before it entered, the ruse luckily 
broke as it lodged within, and the marquee, 
with its contents, by tliat fortunate circum* 
stance was preserved. 
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which, for the purpose of haYing regu- 
lar reliefe, were to be increased in num- 
ber : thus, by being exposed to a re- 
yengefnl enemy, the prospect before 
OS promised to be more irksome and 
yexatious than the more interesting 
period which had passed. 

Although the enemVs fire ftom the 
isthmus was almost discontinued, the 
governor, towards the conclusion of 
December, made up fbr their deficiency 
by a more animated discharge than 
usual: every night the whole north 
fhmt appeared a continued line of fire. 
The Devil's tower chiefly engaged his 
attention : their guard at this post was 
generally relieved about seven or eight 
o'clock in the evening, if not prevented 
by our fire. The work of sand-bags, 
which we could see from one spot, was 
totally destroyed ; and the sloping tim- 
bers which they had placed against the 
rock to protect them fhmi the over- 
head fire, were much shattered by the 
weighty fragments of rock which were 
hurled upon them from above. The 
night of the 27th, the enemy opened 
three embrasures in the epaulment at 
^e east end of the 64-gun battery. The 
embrasures were then masked, and, the 
succeeding eveninff, were faced with 
fiiscines. The night of the 29th, they 
raised a work of sand-bags, of about 
100 feet in extent, at the western ex- 
tremity of the new boyau. It was 
picketed out when the Duke was pre- 
sent, and extended to the rear at right 
angles with tiie epaulment The 30th, 
19 gun and mortar boats came out of 
the river Palmones, where they gene- 
rally retired to repair, after firing upon 
the garrison. The evening of the suc- 
oeedug day being very calm, and some 
movements being observed amongst 
them, we expected they would com- 
mence the new year with another visit : 
but we were happily disappointed. 
Since we were sufficiently persuaded of 
ihe conduct which the enemy had de- 
termined to pursue for the remainder 
of the war, the governor again adopted 
the idea of retaliation : the gun mounted 
on Colonel Williamson's elevated car- 
riage was removed to the Old mole 
head, and other preparations were made 
to annoy their camp, when the boats 



should renew their attack. In the 
course of December several vessels and 
boats arrived with stores and supp]ie& 
Others likewise left the bay, and flags 
of truce frequently passed between the 
governor and tiie Duke. Their purport 
was not, however publicly known. 

The last day of December, a party 
of the navy fished up one of the ^nns 
from the wreck of the battering-ships { 
and the following day, the 1st of Ja- 
nuary, 1 783, the gun, which was of iron 
and a 26-pounder, was drawn in pro- 
cession b^ the British tars, with a Spa- 
nish ensign, which had been taken 
tram on board one of the ships, dis- 
played over it, and attended by a band 
of music, playing '*Grod save the 
King." ♦ 

Our observations made upon the 
enemy's proceedings at the Devil's 
tower were as yet ver^ unsatis&ctory, 
though, by the enterprising activity of 
asei;)eant in the artificers, we knew 
that they were in reality at work in a 
cave : for he had descended, by means 
of ropes and ladders, so low down the 
&ce of the rock as to see the mouth of 
the cave, and hear the people converse. 
Early, tiierefore, on tiie morning of 
the 4th, three of the governor's staff 
went in a barge, protected by two flun- 
boats, to reconnoitre this post. Their 
curiosity prompted them to approach 
nearer than was perhaps prudent, as 
the guard fired musketi^ upon them, 
and a gun or two were discharged from 
Fort Barbara. Soon after they returned, 
the new 3-gun battery, at the east end 
of the 64-gun battery, was unmasked, 
though the guns were under metal. In 
the tStemoon of the same day, the ^;un 
and mortar boats advanced in two divi- 
sions from Algeziras, and, when half- 
bay over, were joined by a third divi- 
sion of five fixnn Cabrita Point, consist- 
ing in all of thirty-three. The centre 
division of sixteen, principally mortar- 



* Many mora of these guns were afterwards 
recoTered from the wrecks ; and most of them, 
being of brass, wera sold; die produce of the 
sales, and other moneys arising from the head> 
money granted by Parliament for the batter- 
ing-ships, and the sale of the St. Michael priie, 
were proportioned in shares to the garrison 
and marine brigade.>-See Appendix. 
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boats, was warmly attacked by Sir 
Charles Knowles, -with eleven of ours, 
whilst the northern division was as 
brisklv annoyed from -the King's bas- 
tion. This division of twelve ffon-boats 
had the boldness to approach within 
the range of grape, and suffered very 
considerably. One was undoubtedly 
sunk by a howitzer shell, and others 
were greatly damaged. Two of the 
mortar-boats were also driven from 
the Une, and several others were ob- 
served to be in confuaon. The land- 
batteries, which had been silent since 
the Duke had visited the lines on the 
2nd of January, seconded the attack by 
sea with a very animated fire. The bay 
being calm, and little wind blowing to 
carry off the smoke, the appearance of 
this attack altogether, from the extent 
of the front engaged, was tremendous. 
Lieutenant HoUoway, of the engineers, 
aide-de-camp to (General Green, was 
wounded by a splinter of a shell, which 
fell opposite to General de la Motte's 
quarters at the southward, where the 
staff at the southward usually assem- 
bled upon these occasions. TVo men 
were lolled, and one wounded, in the 
garrison; bat the seamen had no ca- 
sualties. The St Michael also on this 
occasion escaped ; and it was remarked 
not one shell fell near the hospital. 
When the boats had expended 83 shot 
and 206 shells, they retired: from the 
isthmus 578 shot and 102 shells were 
discharged in this short period. 

When our artillery had put the bat- 
teries in order, a party was detached, 
about eight in the evening, to the Old 
mde; and upward of 100 rounds of 
red-hot shot, with large and small 
shells, were thrown into the enemy's 
camp : all appeared to answer, except 
the heavy shells, the ftises of which 
were in general too short for the range. 
The follotring morning, several pieces 
of a gun-boat, an oar, with some bread, 
garlic, &c., wereseen floatingin the bay, 
and gathered by our boats. This served 
to strengthen our conjecture of the pre- 
ceding evening, that one of their gun- 
boats had been sunk in the action. In 
the evening, about' nine o'clock, our 
northern guards were surprised with a 
sudden ducharge of musketry on the 



causeway, and in the neighbourhood of 
Bay-side : it was immediately returned 
from Landport and the lines, with a 
few rounds of grape from Covert-port 
battery ; after which there was a dead 
silence. The next morning a bloody 
hat, with several shot-holes through it, 
was taken up near Bay-side. We could 
not otherwise account for this firing 
than by supposing that some of the 
enemy, attempting to desert, had been 
observed and pursued. One or two of 
our own men in the Fl^che were 
wounded by the scattered grape-shot 
from the Covert-port battery. 

The evening of the 9th, the enemy 
paraded with only 23 boats, seemingly 
with an intention of renewing their at- 
tack upon the shipping and garrison ; 
but Sir Charles appearing with his 
small force, his opponents thought 
proper to retire. We were however 
alanned, early the next morning, by 
their firing upon the garrison: th^ 
approached very cautiously, and di- 
rected their fire towards the New mole. 
Sir Charles Knowles had his boats soon 
manned; but had not been long out 
before one of them was unfortunately 
sunk by a splinter from one of our own 
shells whidi burst in the air. The 
crew were instantly taken up by their 
friends, and the boat towed in. The 
land batteries opened as before, and 
continued firing until the boats re- 
treated. Our shipping received no 
damage, nor were toj seamen hurt; 
but in the garrison we had 1 killed 
and 15 or 16 wounded, beside a Jew, 
an inhabitant. One of their shells fell 
into the north pavilion of the South 
barracks, and burst upon the second 
fioor: tiiie officers were luckily out; 
for the rooms, above and below, were 
totally destroyed. When the smoke 
had sufiiciently dispersed, we numbered 
38 boats, but (as dieir stems were to- 
wards us) could not distinguish how 
many carried mortars. The ^vemw 
saluted their camp in the evemng from 
the Old mole. A boat arrived on the 
11th from Faro, with dispatches to the 
governor. The Brilliant frigate was 
ordered soon afterwards to be pre* 
pared for sea. 

The enemy's cannonade from the 
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land, except when the gon-boats fired, 
was at this time so trifling that it 
scarcely deserved the name of a con- 
tinnadon. Our en^eers were there- 
fore employed in repairing the cnrtain 
of the Grand battery, the noirth &ce 
and flank of Montague's bastion, with 
the adjoining curtain ; and, though the 
men were much exposed in this duty, 
the enen^ seldom if ever molested 
them. Their parties ccmtinued bringr 
ing various materials from the parallel 
to the post at the Devil's tower. We 
never allowed them to pass, or even 
appear, without a tremendous volley 
of shells and grape, and fragments of 
stones discharged from the summit of 
the rock. But our artillery were not 
solely engaged with the enemy in this 
quarter; every annoyance msX could 
be devii»ed was directed against them 
in all quarters. The ordnance, »nce 
the arrival of the last di^atehes from 
Faro, were kept in as qmck action as 
the metal would permit. A party of 
Corsicans were also stationed in the 
lines to punish their patroles, who fre- 
quently had the audacity to approach 
within a few yards of ue extremity. 
The evenings of the 18th and 19th, the 
enemy played gS a number of rockets 
and other fireworks at Algeziras, ac- 
companied with several di^harges of 
cannon. They likewise saluted us 
from the lines with a volley of shells, 
and 21 rounds of shot We coidd not 
divine the cause of these rejoicings. 
On the 25th some sparks of me com- 
municating to an ammunition box at 
Middle-hill guard, the contents blew 
up, and carri^ away great part of the 
wflJl and guard-house, bruising and 
burning several of the guard. The 
eugineers were immediately ordered to 
repair the breach, and not quit the post 
till the works were in their origmal 
state. A reinforcement of a subal- 
tern from the line, with a drum and 
21 rank and file, was ordered likewise 
to join that guard every evening ; and 
other regulations relative to it were 
established. 

On the 29th Lieut Angelo Rafiaeli, 
of the Corsican company, was slightiy 
wounded in the lines, in the evening, 
the gun and mortar boats, in number J 



28, fired upon our shipping and the 
camp. They took their stations oS Eu- 
ropa and Roda, apparentiy determined 
to avoid the fire from the King's bas- 
tion (which^they hadfoundsofiitalto 
these enterprises), and directed their 
fire principally agunst the Brilliant 
frigate, which was then at anchor off 
Buena Vista, and the St Michael in the 
New mole. Their land batteries opened 
at the same lame, directing a fririous 
cannonade into the town, and along 
our northern front The garrison re- 
turned, their fire with great vivacity, 
though not with their usual success. 
Our gun-boats wero also unfortunate, 
one of them being damaged very early 
in the action, and obliged to be towed in. 
We had 3 men killed, and 1 1 wounded ; 
6 of whom were of the 59th regiment 
The enemy discharged from their boats 
236 shot and 225 shells ; and from the 
isthmus, 555 shot and 245 shells ; after 
which, the former retired, and the lat- 
ter were silent The next day 4 gun- 
boats fired upon the Brilliant, en pas- 
santf but soon retired. At night, a 
soldier of the artillery, who had been 
punished some time before, threw him- 
self down the precipice from the 
Queen's battery at Willis's : he passed 
so quickly by the men on duty, that he 
was scarcely seen ; and was not known 
till he was missing the next morning. 
In the course of the month, one of the 
25th reffiment deserted, and another of 
the 58m (who had been entertained 
from the number that remained behind 
of the prisoners who were taken in the 
battering-ships) was retaken in attempt- 
ing to get away. Two boats came in 
also from Faro, and a third was inter- 
cepted in her passage. 

February was introduced by an ani- 
mated fire from the garrison. Every 
part of the enemy's works felt the 
efifepts of our artillery. Thus affiurs 
were proceeding, when, on the 2nd, 
letters from the Due de Oillon in- 
formed the governor that the preli- 
minaries of a general jp^use had been 
signed between Great Britain, France, 
and Spsdn. When the boats met, the 
Spaniards rose up with transports of 
joy, and cried out, " We are all friends ;* 
ddivering tho letters with the greatest 
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apparent satiafiictioii. They oonld not 
inform hb what were the tenns of tho 
peace ; which oocaaioned lome anxiety 
m the garrison rdative to the fate 
of Gibrahar. PreviooslT to the boats 
meeting, the enemy discnarged about 
30 rounds, bat never, after the letters 
were deliTered, fired upon the earrison. 
Our artillery also ceased in &e even* 
ing. The Spaniards, the succeeding 
day, advanced from their worbs, and 
conversed with our sentries in the lines, 
expressing their satisfkction that we 
were no lons;er enemies. This inter- 
course was, however, forbidden by ihe 
^vemor, who ordered the guards to 
mform those who approached our works 
that all correspondence of this nature 
was to be suspended, till official ac- 
counts were received from England df 
the peace. General Eliott answered 
the Doke's letter on the drd, and or- 
dered the captain of artillery to fire an 
elevated shot, from Willis's, over any 
parties which might pass between their 
parallel and the Devil's tower. The 
Duke, on the 5th, informed the governor 
that ihe blockade by sea was discon- 
tinued; in consequence of which, a 
placard was published in the garrison, 
signifying that the port of Gibraltar 
was again open. About noon, an ele- 
vated gun was wantonly fired over 
their works, which was the last shot 
fired in this siege. 

This return of tranquillitv', this pro- 
spect of plenty, and reliei from the 
daily vexations of so tedious a siege, 
could not Ml to diffuse a general joy 
throughout the garrison. Indeed sudfi 
feelings are seldom experienced ; they 
baffle all attempts to describe them: 
far beyond the pleasure resulting from 
private instancfts of success or good for- 
tune, ours was a social happiness ; and 
the benevolent sentiments acted wpon. 
the heart with additional energy, on 
the prospect of meeting those as friends 
with whom we had been so long en- 
gaged in a succession of hostilities^ 

The Duke, on the 6th, informed the 
governor that the preliminaries had 
beeu signed the 20m of January at 
Paris, and that Gibraltar was to remain 
in the possession of Great Britain. 
From this period, operations on both 



sides were suspended ; each party anx> 
iously waiting oSkitl accounts from 
England of tike peace. Toward the 
close of the month, the Duke began 
to withdraw some of the ordnance from 
the advanced batteries, and to remove 
materials from the parallel to tiK 
camp. The garrison, on the other 
hand, were employed in making re- 
pairs, and in arranging various matters, 
which could not tefore be attended to. 
Several ships, and a number of boats, 
arrived from England and Portogal; 
so that provisions became every day 
miore abundant, and conseqnentiy tii^ 
prices of articles more moderate. 

In the beginning of March, a schooner 
arrived from Barbary, with a letter ac- 
companying a present of buUoeks fbr 
the governor. We were ignorant of 
the contents of the letta* : but, it was 
imagined, the subject was to request a 
renewal of our friendship. Two officers 
and 24 Corsicans, who in their passage 
to Gibraltar had been chased ashore on 
the coast of Barbary by the Spaniards, 
arrived also in this boat. The former 
informed us, that, upon the commence- 
ment of the att2iek of the battering- 
ships on the preceding Idth of Septem- 
ber, the Moors at Tangier repaired to 
their mosques, imploring Heaven in 
behalf of their old allies ; and that, on 
receiving accounts of the defeat of the 
enemy, tiiey made public rejoicing, and 
gave every demonstration of their af- 
fection for the English nation. 

When ihe cessation of hostilities took 
place, parleys were almost daily pasdng 
between the governor and the Duke ; 
and the Spanish aides-de-camp never 
omitted expressing their surprise that 
the governor had not yet heard frtnn 
England. Their patience as well as 
ours was nearly exhausted, when the 
long-expected frigate arrived on the 
10m of March: but, for some time, 
even when she had got into the bay, 
she kept us in suspense, by steering 
close along the Spanish diore, ana 
showing no colours. At length, how- 
ever, the British ensign was msplayed, 
and the anxious garrison saluted her 
with a general huzza. She was the 
Thetis frigate, Capt. Blankett; and, 
soon after she anchored. Sir Boger 



1783.] 



SIEGE OF GIBRALTAR. 



163 



Curtis (vho had been knighted for his 
conduct on the 14th of September) 
landed with ctispatches for the governor. 
The Due de Grillon sent a parley to 
the garrison in the evening, which was 
answered ^e succeeding day. The 
subject of this correspondience probably 
was to appoint an interview between 
the generals, as, on tiie 12th, his Grace, 
attended by his suite, came down to the 
extremity of the western boyan, and 
sent an aide-de-camp to inform the go- 
Temor he was arrived. General Eliott, 
attended by Lieut Koehler, his aide- 
de-camp, soon afterwards rode out by 
Lower Forbes's, and was met by the 
Duke on the b«u!h, half-way between 
the works and Bay-side barrier. Both 

Cerals instantly dismounted and em- 
ced. When &e common salutations 
were over, they conversed about half an 
hour, and then returned to their re- 

rtive commands. The cannon in 
Spanish batteries were now all dis- 
mounted ; and lar^e parties were daily 
removing them, with ammunition, also 
various materials, from their post at 
the Devil's tower to the lines and 
camp. As their guards were now con- 
fflderably diminiwed, numbers of de- 
serters were daily coming over to the 
garrison. They were principally fi>- 
reisners ; and the reason they gave was 
a dislike to the Spanish service. 

The DvJse, on the 18th, sent the ^ 
vemor a present of a grey Andalusian 
horse. The 22nd, fiie St Michael 
man-of-war sailed for England, where 
she happily arrived safe. The day 
following, the governor, accompAnied 
by General Green, the chief engineer, 
with their aides-de-camp, met the 
Duke in the Spanish works : they were 
conducted by his Grace through the 
whole, and afterwards to the cave at 
the Devil's tower. The governor 
dined with the Duke at San Roque, 
and returned in the evening. The Slst, 
the Due de Crillon, accompanied by 
the Marquis de Saya, Prince de Mazsr 
rano, Counts de Jama'ique and de Se- 
rano^ Don — , the intendant, and 
Capt Tendon, returned the visit The 
»>vemor received his Grace near 
Forbes's; and on entering the garrison, 
a salute was fired of 17 pieces of cannon 



f^rom the Grand battery. When the 
Duke appeared within die walls, the 
soldiers saluted him with a general 
huzza ; which being unexpected by his 
Grace, it was said greatly connised 
him. The reason however being ex- 
plained, he seemed highly pleased with 
the old English custom; and, as^ he 
passed up me main street, where the 
ruinous and desolate appearance of the 
town attracted a good deal of his obser- 
vation, his Grace behaved wiUi great 
afibbility. 

The officers of the garrison were in- 
troduced by corps to the Duke, at the 
convent When tiie artillery were 
mentioned, he received them in tibie 
most fiattexing manner : <* Gentlemen," 
s&id his Grace, addressing himself to 
them, ** I would rather see you here as 
friends, than on vour batteries as ene- 
mies, where," aaded he, ''you never 
sjpared me." The Duke afterwards 
visited the batteries on the heights. At 
Willis's he made some remarlu on the 
formidable appearance of the lower de- 
fences ; observing, whilst he pointed to- 
wards the Old mole battery, that, ** had 
not his opinion been overruled, he 
should have directed all his efforts 
against that part of the garrison." The 
good state of our batteries in so short a 
period produced some compliments to 
the chief engineer; and, when con- 
ducted into the gallery above Farring- 
don's battery,* his Grace was partici^ 
larly astoni^ed, especially when he 
was informed of its extent, which at 
that time was between 500 and 600 feet 
Turning to his suite, after exploring 
the extremity, ** These works," he ex- 
claimed, " are worthy of the Romans." 
After dinner (at wmch were present 
the generals and brigadiers in the gar- 
rison, with their suites), he passed 
through the camp to Europa, each re- 
giment turning out without arms, and 
giving three dieers. The youth and 
good appearance of the troops much en- 
gaged his attention. When his cu- 
riosity was gratified in that quarter, he 
returned, and was conducted about 8 
o'clock without Landport, being sa^ 
luted with 17 cannon on his departure. 

* Now called Windsor. 

M 2 
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Hb horse startled at the flash of the 
ffuns, and almost, if not entirely, un- 
horsed hhn; bnt he escaped without 
beinff hurt The Duke, in the course 
of tne conversation at dinner, paid 
many handsome compliments to the 

Sovemor and ffarrison for their noble 
efence. '* He nad exerts himself (he 
said) to the utmost of his abilities ; and, 
though he had not been sucoessAil, yet 
he was happy in hayine his soyereign's 
approbation of his conduct." 

^fore the Due de Crillon entered 
the garrison, the Comte de Ruffigniac, 
colonel in the French service (who, the 
reader may remember, was very press- 
ing for amnittance into the garrison 
some few days after the defeat of tiie 
battering-ships, and who, for the soK 
purpose of seeing the place, had re- 
mamed behind his bri^uie), was ad- 
mitted iiito the garrison without the 
Duke's knowledge ; and, being in the 
fliche at Landport when the Duke was 
approaching from Forbes's, his Grace 
could not avoid seeine Mm. As he 
had entered without uie Duke's per- 
mission, his Grace requested he might 
not see him at the convent; and the 
Count, being informed of this, with- 
drew into the garrison, apparently much 
chagrined at the Duke's particularity. 
When his Grace returned, it was said, 
orders were given not to permit the 
Count to go back by way of the lines. 
The following evening, however, after 
satisfying his curiosity in the garrison, 
he returned. 

The 2nd of April the Due de Crillon 
quitted the camp to repair to Madrid. 
He was succeeded in command by 
Lieut-General the Marquis de Saya, or 
Zaya, who had accompanied his Grace 
into the garrison, and (what was very 
angular) had served as an officer at the 
preceding siege of Gibraltar in 1727. 
Deserters still continued coming over 
to us, and the Spaniards were employed 
in removing materials from the neutral 
ground to the lines. Letters often 
passed between the Marquis and Ge- 
neral 'Eliott; but, though the latter 
requested to pay his compliments at 
San Roque, the etiquette observed by 
the former (orders having been re- 
Ceiyed from Madrid to prevent all in- 



tercourse) would not for some time 
permit him to receive the governor* 
The 15th of April Sir Roger Curtis 
sailed in the Brilliant frigate on an 
embassy to the Emperor of Morocco : 
he took with him, as a present, four 
brass 26-pounders (which had been 
weighed from the wreck of the batter- 
ing-ships), with proportionable ammu- 
nition. 

His Migesly having been pleased to 
confer upon the governor the Most 
Honourable Order of the Bath,* as a 
mark of his royal approbation for the 
defence of Gibraltar ; and having si(B^ 
nified his pleasure by Sir Roger ^irtis, 
that Lieut-General Boyd should act as 
his Majesty's representative in invest- 
ing Greneral Eliott with the insignia of 
the order, which ceremony was to be 
performed in as splendid and ma^ 
nificent a manner as the state of the 
garrison would permit ; the engineers, 
soon after the arrival of the Thetis, 
began to erect a colonnade upon the 
ran^iart of the King's bastion, that the 
honours might be conferred where the 
victory was gained. By the 23rd of 
April (St. George's day) the colonnade 
was finished; and, every preparati<m 
for the ceremony being completed, the 
^vemor commenced by communicat- 
ing to the troops the thanks of their 
king and country for their defmce of 
Gibraltar. Detachments fh>m all the 
regiments and corps, with all the officers 
not on duty, were assembled in three 
lines on the Red sands at eight o'clock 
in the morning; and the governor 
taking post in the centre of the second 
line, and the usual compliments being 

* This was not the only honour confeixed 
on the {Greneral for l^is services in defending 
Gibraltar. Parliament voted him a handsome 
pension for life; and his sovereiifn, on his 
return to Britain in 1787, gave him an ad- 
ditional mark of hia approration by raisins 
him to the British peerage* by the stvle and 
title of Lord Heathfield, Baron Heatlifleld of 
Gibraltar, with the honourable distinction of 
bef^g, in phief, with his own arms, the arms 
of the garrisoq. General Boyd was also 
honoured with the Order of the Bath, and 
General Green distinguished by a baronetcy. 
After General Eliott' s elevation to the peerage 
he was never employed on active service t 
and a short time afterwards he was attacked 
with paralysis, of which he died, at his re* 
sidence near Aiz-la-Chapell^ aged 72. 
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paid, his Excellency addressed himself 
to the garrison as follows : — 

*' Gr^tlemen — I have assembled 70a 
this day, in order that the officers and 
soldiers may receive, in the most public 
manner, an authentic declaration trans- 
mitted to me by the secretary of state, 
expressing tiie high sense his Majesty 
entertains of your meritorious conduct 
in defence of this garrison. The King's 
satis&ction upon this event was soon 
divulged to iQl the world, by his most 
gracious speech to both houses of Par- 
liament The House of Lords and the 
House of Commons not only made the 
suitable profesdons in their addresses 
to the throne, but have severally en- 
joined me to communicate their una- 
nimous thanks by the following resolu- 
tions: — 

•Die Veneris, 13 Decembris, 1783. 

' Besolved, nemine dissentiente, 
by the Lords spiritual and 
temporal, in Parliament as- 
sembled, that this House doih 
hiehly approve and ac|piow- 
ledge tiie services of the offi- 
cers, soldiers, and sailors, 
lately employed in the de- 
fence of Gibraltar; and that 
General Eliott do signi^ the 
same to them.' 

* Die Jovis, 13 Deoembris, 1783. 

' Besolved, nemine contraditente, 
that the thanks of this House 
[Commons] be given to Lieut- 
General Boyd, Migor-General 
de la Motte, Major-General 
Green, chief engineer ; to ^ 
Roger Ctirtis, iGit, and to Ihe 
officers, soldiers, and sailors, 
lately employed in the de- 
fence of Gibraltar.' " 

The governor then proceeded: — 
** No arm^r has ever been rewarded by 
higher national honours : and it is well 
known how great, universal, and spon- 
taneous were the rejoicings throughout 
the kingdom upon tiie news of your 
success. These must not oidy give you 
inexpressible pleasure, but aflfoid matter 
of triumph to your dearest friends and 
latest posterity. As a fiirther proof 
how just your title is to such flattering 
distinctions at home, rest assured, from 



undoubted authority, that the nations 
in Europe and other parts are struck 
with admiration of your gallant beha- 
viour : even our late resolute and de- 
termined antagonists do not scruple to 
bestow the commendations due to such 
valour and perseverance. 

** 1 now most warmly congratulate you 
on these united and brilliant testimonies 
of approbation, amidst such numerous, 
such exalted tokens of applause : and 
forgive me, fidthful companions, if I 
humbly crave your acceptance of my 
grateful acknowledgments. I only 
presume to ask this favour, as having 
been a constant witness of your cheer- 
ful submission to the greatest hardships, 
your matchless spirit and exertions, and 
on all occasions your heroic contempt 
of every danger." 

A grand &u-de-joie was then fired 
by the line, each discharge commenc- 
ing with a royal salute of 21 guns. 
Three cheers closed the ceremony. 
The Commander-in-chief, general and 
field officers, afterwards wiudrew ; and 
the detachments (formed two de^) 
marched into town, and lined the 
streets leading from the convent, by 
the Spanish (£urch and Grand parade, 
to the King's bastion. About half- 
past eleven o'clock, the procession be- 
gan to move in the following order: 
all uncovered, and two deep, except 
tiie troops undJer arms. 

« 

Mabshal. 

Mu^Cy 12th Re^ment, 

Playing 

^ See the conquering Hero comes." 

Artillebt. 

Quarter-Masteb-General, and 

Adjutant-General, Town-Major, 

and Deputt; 

With other Staff of the Garrison. 

First Division of Field Officers, 

Youngest first 

Music 58ui Regiment 

The Commissioner's Secretart, 

Bearing on a crimson velvet cushion 

The Gommisuon. 

The Ck>MMis8ioNER's Aides-de-Camp. 

Lieut. General Botd, the 

Kino's CSommissioner. 

The Governor's Secretart, 

Bearing, on a crimson velvet cushion. 
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The iDfflgnia 

Of the Order of the Bath. 

The Gotebnor's Aidsb-de Cakp, 

asEsqnires. 

GENERAL ELIOTT, 

The Knight Elect ; 

Supported by Generals De la Mottb 

and Green. 

Aides-de-camp to the Major-Generals. 

Major*General Pigton. 

His Aide-de-camp. 

The Brigadier-Generals, eldest first 

Their Brigade Majors. 

Music, De la Motte's. 

Second Division of Field Officers, 

Eldest first. 

Mnne, 56th Regiment 

The Grenadiers of the Garrison. 

No compliment was paid to the 
knight elect; bat, as tiie commissioner 
passed, each remanent, with the officers, 
sainted. When the procession orriTed 
at the colonnade, the general and 
field officers placed themselves on each 
side of the liirone ; the artillery 
formed under the colonnade, and the 
grenadiers fronting the bastion, along 
me line-wall. The proper reverences 
being made to the vacant throne, the 
commissioner desired his secretary to 
read the commission: which being 
done, he addressed the knight elect in 
a short complimentary speech, taking 
the riband at the conclusion, and phu> 
ins; it over the governor's shoulder, 
who inclined a little for that purpose : 
three reverences were then a second 
time made, and each took his seat on a 
crimson velvet chsdr on each side of 
the throne, the commissioner sitting on 
the right hand. The governor was no 
sooner invested than me music struck 
up ** God save the King." The grena- 
diers fired a volley, and a grand dis- 
charge of 160 pieces of cannon was 
fired from the sea-line. The proces- 
sion then passed forward through the 
colonnade, and returned in the same 
order. Ilie detachments were after- 
wards dismissed, and each non-com- 
missioned officer and private received 
a pound of fresh beef and a quart of 
wine. The generals, with their suites, 
and the field-officers, dined at the con- 
ent In the evening the colonnade 



was illuminated with diffierent-ooloiired 
hunps, and transparent paintings in the 
bac£ scene : and Sir George Augustus 
Eliott, with the lieutenant-goveriKv 
and principal officers of the garrison, 
assembling at the King's bastion about 
nine o'clock, there was a display of 
ftre-works fit>m the North and Soa& 
bastions, and the Spanish church ; the 

Erindpal of which were fired from the 
itter, being opposite to llie company. 
Thus, in festivity and witii honour, 
ended tiie labours of the garrison of 
Gibraltar. During a perimi of three 
years, seven months, and twelve days 
(that is from the commencement of the 
blockade to the cessation of arms), we 
had experienced a continued series of 
watchfiilness and fiitigue, the horrom 
of fhmine, and every harassing and 
vexatious mode of attack which a 
powerfril, obstinate, and revengeful 
enemy could devise. On reviewing 
the transactions of this period, two cir- 
cumstances cannot fiul to strike the 
atten|^ve reader; vis. the very slow 
manner in which the enemy proceeded 
in their early operations, and the im- 
possibility of maintaining so strict a 
blockade as to prevent tdl communi- 
cation by sea. To evince these, and 
other circumstances not unimportant 
to military readers, I have been re? 
duced to greater accuracy and mi- 
nuteness iSan ordinary historians are 
obliged to observe^ and instead of the 
acuteness of investigation, or a splendid 
sententiousness, I have be^i necessi- 
tated to pursue the narrative, almost 
uninterruptedly, in the tedious form of 
a journal. I have not presumed to in- 
tersperse many animadversions of my 
own : the only merit to which I can 
lay any claim, is that of a faithfiil nar- 
ration of facta ; and I confess I would 
at any time rather walk in the beaten 
track of truth, than mislead the judg- 
ment of my readers in the wilds of 
fancy and conjecture. 

A return of casualties is annexed, 
also the expenditure of ammunition, 
both by the enemy and the garrison. 
These papers, as well as the estimate 
of provisions, I thought better to throw 
into the form of an Appendix,than to in- 
terrupt the narrative by their insertion. 
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ETAT GElfEltAL DE L'ARMfTE ESPAGNOLE ET FBANCOISE 
EHPLOTE^ AU SIEGE DE GIBRALTAR, 



E'T^T NAJOIt DE h'AKW^B E 
OE'HX'hAI. en (SEf LB CIPIUISE-U^He'kU. DDC DG CBIU.OK. 

LlfliteiuiH-G^^nnx- Hufckuu dA Cunp- BrlKiMiip»K 

D'thsiBi, L«UuquiideZiiyHj'htBVR«Hd. Da Girci« is 

CommmJiiBl-GBIiml dr« Commuuianl de> Gaidei W«l- la Hon. De Qsluu. 

I« Cnnte dB LiuT. De Till;, Colonel I'Anlllerie. D'Hncee. 

Comniendiiit-Geiunl da I>e Teller. Commandt. dea Oal^ 

DaHsbor. " D'0]'^«r'MejgM)eBinl da I'.u- 

La ComU de RaiDUglgEdo. hDtaia. DeQaaran. 

K4 UuauLa de CaaaguiiiBl. Lb If arqala de MoDt-Rannoao, Da TsrreL 
HslorliiDhnl de UCanlerie et 









DeTnlw. 


De Cwel 




d'0«d«. 


DeSangn. 


Le Ftlnee d< 




HaitR>rt. 


' De SerilDO. 


DeUoya. 


DaColma. 


L>M»qul.dt 




Valpunlio. 


'LaDuede 






Da Nov. Car 






Da nmaum. 


Da P^becho 


Le Macqni. 


Giron. 


dAl«. 


D'Edu^haria. 





C1.T1I.SBIB IT SRIOONB. 



l^TAT KUOB VBS TBODPES ntlKJOmS. 



£M HiJDT. 
Ls HBiqo!) de CiillOD, BrlB*- 

Fnn (Aid™ H^^ 



■ Ik 
If 



Brigade Ptusotia. Brigsdi AUnmMiida. 

La TW. d* Vsnciir, .<j iLeComt. E. de Spun, 

Hdtnaa Cuip, Col. |^ M.-de-C, Col. 

LaMuqi^deGoeKh;, l-flU Bv™ d'Hindltou. 

ditto BD ihriibI. 'Cm) M.-dh^C. en ■econd. 

DubouR, LlHiL-Col. Sg. p. O. CoDBll, Lt.-Cal. 

Da CappT, Major. S iD'Oruai, Mijar. 

-. C™w da Crilhra, 9 .('-BV"„'1» '''"P""' 

HaUn de Cuap. Col. S g I, 1'**'':'S! vj 

. Vld.™. da T4U.1. |5jLaBa™idaNi.™MiB, 

Da Pe]Tiar, UnU..C[>L 



da tiaiatl |=. 

MOd. 41 

LeCher.deSt. RonuD, ^>a 



La CoDte da Ntato da 

Iji Cl>ev. da Onia. 
La Cbar, da Vuli. 
La (!he». de Poneal. 
Le Cooile d'Argodlt. 
Le CoDila da P'rijpitd. 
La Comla da Lent. 
L( Muquli da Lalllabot. 
DuH. deBouolii— 
La Heiqub de Tnnnae. 
La Cber- d'OnJion- 
La Uarqidi de HaDlalga. 

Da WUdemonlh \ Cepltuim 

Tie MHnnier fell HCDIld' ^ , 

la detail da ComDiliHltfl da DamaiDe- 



IlaQaaiuiid,LleDl.-Cal.-Coiii- 
De Bama, (kiUaiiia, ^de-UiJ . 
Ot^-ie Quinlm } '^i*°^ 

DaMaitan J"i»eoiid. 

5^„}a«t™i.l*™ 

RomiHi, 130. 

La Han|. da Fuliaacoi, Capi- 



.CfGhler, Major. 

Ganla. 
Arfcm, GolooeL 



an aaeond. Coniabialie da BoDaaq. DeaaJDft, Diiaetaor 
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Regimens. 

Brigade ( De Lyonnois 
Fran^ise ( De fireugne 

Brigade ( Royal Suedois 
AUemande X De Bouillon 

Total Francois . . 
Espagnol • . • 



D'Offlciers 
■up&rieurs. 




D'Hommei. 

1,024 
1.016 

1,000 
1,025 



Grand total 1916 



4,055 
27,067 

31,122 



33,038 OfiSciers et d'hommea. 

n y avoit an Corps d'lngenienrs aax ordres de M. d*Abaica, compost de 8 Ingenieurs en 
Chef, 12 en second, 11 ordinaires. 14 extraordinaires, 12 Ajudans. Une Compaguie de Mare- 
chauss6e, de 40 Cavaliers, aux ordres d'uu Lieut. II y a une Compagnie de Cadets, dont le Capi- 
taine est an Colonel. Les Compagnies de Sapeurs ont chacune un Capitaine, on Lieutenant, un 
Sons-Lieutenant. 



A GENERAL BETURN OF CASUALTIES. 



EKWHXim. 



Royal Artillery 

I2th Regiment 

2ath 

d9th 

56th 

56th 

59th 

72nd 

73rd 

97th 

Reden's Regiment 

De la Motte's 

Sydow's, 

merly 

denberg^i 
Soldier-Artificer 1 

Company . J 
Marine Brigade . 
Gorsican Comp. 

Total . • 



xe s . . 

for- 1 

Har-> 

's ..I 



KiUed. 



Dead 
of Wounds. 



Disabled 
by Wounds. 



Wounded, 

but 
recovered. 




Dead 
by Sickness. 



De- 
serted. 



ABSTRACT OF THE TOTAL LOSS OF THE OABRZSON. 

Killed, and dead of wounds 333 

Disabled by wounds (discharged) ...... 138 

Dead of sickness, exclusive of those who died of the scurvy in 

1779 and 1780 536 

Discharged, firom incurable complaints 181 

Deserted 43 

Total 1231 
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EXPENDITUBE OF AHMUIHTIOII FROM THE 0ARBI80M AND 

BT THE EMEMT. 



OABBIIOW. 



XlTKliT. 



Commenciiig the 12th of September, 1779, and 
ending the 3rd of February, 1783. 



Commencing the 12th of April, 1781, and 
ending the 2nd of February, 1783. 



MONTHS. 



1779. 
Sept. 12 to 30 
0<^ber . 
November 
December 

1780. 
January 
February 
March • 
April • 
May 
June • 
July . 
August . 
September 
October . 
November 
December 

1781. 
January 
February 
March • 
April . 
May , 
June . 
July . 
August . 
September 
October 
November 
December 

1782. 
January 
February 
March . 
April . 
May . 
June . 
July . 
August • 
September 
October 
November 
December 

1783. 
January 
Felwuajy 

Total . 



Shot. 



1767 

372 

67 

82 

88 
2 

17 

6 

8 

123 

246 

56 

6 

85 

771 

160 

83 

32 

23 

2672 

804 

828 

428 

130 

2614 

1722 

509 

632 

722 
2617 
365 
2314 
2315 
2052 

228 
5441 
13557 
2604 
1937 
2596 

2640 
210 



57163 



Sheila. 



201 

1116 

183 

63 

131 
6 

7 



243 
6004 
4242 

875 

346 

221 

2494 

2782 

2250 

761 

172 

6228 

11516 

3587 

7119 

11052 
7295 

10362 

2768 

1669 

178 



178 



6881 

5701 

12159 

14176 
1047 



129151 



Orape. 



88 
3 



6 



73 

510 
250 

63 
76 

17 
26 
23 

104 
51 

103 

213 
64 
82 

139 

132 

177 



ro 

352 

263 

100 

1047 

479 

735 

1157 

1422 

3444 
414 



12681 



Car* 



1 
63 
79 

22 
9 

13 
2 
6 

35 

13 

m 

58 
19 
33 
60 

60 
21 
56 



3 

215 
12 

74 
26 

42 



926 



Li^ht 



Lifft 

balb 



6 
4 






160 
64 
54 



• • 

a. 

• . 

• • 

3 

5 

2 

42 

53 

5 

44 

23 
19 
45 

• • 

14 

8 

13 

48 

• * 
14 
17 

3 

25 



MONTHS. 



i 



1781. 
April 12 to ) 
May 31 . i 
June . • 
July • • 
August . . 
September • 
October . 
November . 
December • 

1782. 
January • 
February . 
March . • 
lApril . . 
May • . 
June • • 
July • • 
August . . 
September . 
October . 
November • 
December • 

1783. 
January • 
February • 



679 



Total 



Agreeable to the La- 
boratorj Accounts. 


Shot. 


Shells. 


. . 




• • 




• • 




• * 




. • 




• • 




• . 




. . 




. . 




. • 




. • 




• • 




• . 




• • 




. . 




• • 




• • 




• • 




• • 




•-• 




• * 




66760 


20134 


8799 
8036 
1350 
9320 
15754 
2430 
8378' 


2643 

698 

184 

760 

2750 

1120 

1010 


4342 
3046 
5828 
3541 
2418 
2190 


1012 
566 

1313 
938 
856 
653 


.. 

750 

36432 

11312 

2897 

1036 


• • 

30 

16993 

IO673 

3243 

1958 


1067 
55 


680 
144 


175741 


68363 



Ci(iBT«ted. 



\ Oovpated 

( excUtsiTv 

>of the bai 

tering- 

•htps. 



Iter 



Totnl 200,600 rounds. 

British gun-boats . 4,728 shot. 



Total .... 
Spanish gun-boats 



QAAtf^l rounds, all of a 

^**'*"*^ heavy nature. 

14.283 shot and sheUa. 



205.328 I 258.387 

The Karriaon expended very near 8000 barrels of powder ; and the number of crdnanne damaged and destioMd 
ring the aiege amounted to 58. 

The number of barrels of powder expended by the enemy could never be ascertained, nor what ordaaave vat 
royed. 
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An JEstinuUe of the Prices fixed upon Provisions by a Committee if Officers, aJt 
Gibraltar, October the 23rd, 1782. To which is annexed the price of 
various articles, as they were sell at different Periods of the Blockade 
and Siege, 

Th« auma are turned into BterUng, at the average exchange of 3i. dd, the dollar ; though tlie 
Garriaoit exchange fluctaated between 3f. 4d. and 3r. 6d, 



PU0S8 LIKirXD BT THX OOKICITTM. 

£. t, d. 

Fresh beef, veal, and mutton, per lb. 2 6 

Pork, ditto 13 

Ducks and fowls, per eoaple • • ,099 

A goose 11 

A turkey 14 7i 

A pair of pigeons .OSS 

Corned beef, per lb 13 

Corned pork, ditto 10 

Ham, ditto . . . . . . . . 1 10^ 

Bacon and dried tongues, ditto .013 

Cheese, ditto 19 

Salt butter, ditto I lOi 

An egg 2i 

Pickled tripe, per lb 13 

Potatoes, ditto ...... 7i 

Loaf sugar, ditto 2 6 

Powder sugar, ditto ••••.021 

Best green tea. ditto 1 1 Hi 

Bohea or Souchong, ditto . • . 13 

Coffee, ditto 1 lOi 

Flour, ditto 7i 

Mould candles, ditto . • . • • 1 Oi 
Common, ditto . . • • • . 10 
A hogshead of porter . . • • »6 1S9i 
Bottled porter (with bottles), per dos. 14 7i 
A hogshead of port wine . . 24 7 6 
Port wiue (with buttles), per doz. . 1 12 54- 
Good common wine, per gallou. • 4 11 

Inferior ditto, ditto 3 8 

Claret (with bottles), per dozen . 1 17 4i 

Best fish, per lb. .013 

Inferior kind, ditto 10 

Small fly, ditto •.•«.. 7i 



PBICXS DTTBIiro THX BLOCKADX. 



£. t. d. 

From C 2 1 to 
From 2 1,, 
From 13 ,. 



£. >. d. 
4 Ki 

4 1 

1 1 Hi 

1 10 4 

289 

099 

Round <tf beef, per lb 2 11 



Salt beef and purk, ditto . ... 1 

4 

3 

4 

From 2 6 to 4 

per doien 4 lOi 



3 
1 
3 
1 
1 



026 

S<dd at an Auction fbr 17 1 

. . . From 2 6 to .0 4 lOi 



} 



From 18 



•» 



2 5 6 



From 13 



it 








5 9 
2 1 



Malaga wine, per bottle 



} These artidee were genemllT 
iold, according to their siie ana 
quality, at most exorbitant rates. 



2 6 



4 104 
2 6 



This estimate afterwards underwent some small alteration by the Committee, the wines being 
fixed, they thought, at too low a price. Beside the articles mentioned under the head of the 
Blockade price, the following sold in the coutm of the siege for the sums annexed tu them :— 

£. t. d. 

A calfs head and feet • 1 14 U 

A calf's pluck 14 7i 

Hind quarter, with the head and tail of an Algerine sheep . 7 ^^ ^ 

Head and ftset of a sheep 14 7i 

A bullock's head, withdut tongue 1 3 4i 



